Poetry Dr. Alia 2" year 2" term

5" | ecture

The Altar

The whole poem | There is a metaphor

upon which the w ing the heart of
to accept

sacrifice.

. Itisa
which say that
God had asked Mo out shaping itd<i-
to find a stone which can for by any worker.

Thisis an allusionfiuiesa 3 L3 -=2li, He refersto that verse which says that God had ordered
Moses to make the first- to create- to find an altar with a peace of stone- not to cut it, not
to shapeit.

The speaker's heart is created by God. It is His own creation. It is as God has created it.
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The first four lines speak about this heart comparing it to the first atar which was
created by God.

No workmans tool hath touch'd the same
A HEART alone
Is such a stone,
As nothing but

Thy pow'r doth cut.

it is God who shaped

this heart. It is

God is the only one w,
Jlithe heart- sLio 4

like a stone an

Each

If he c tis
made for llowers
4clilso that cept him
as a believer¢ ar= his heart

as a sacrifice for h cept his sacrifice

aswell.

Thisisthedivision of thought in the poem

The Rhyme scheme:
aabb cc dd ee ff = heroic couplet

The rhyme shows that the lines are couplets. The poem consists of couplets. Why they are

heroic couplets?
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A heraic couplet= is a couplet which consists of 5 feet in iambic pentameter.
The first four lines are written in iambic pentameter

The middle part of the poem is written in iambic diameter.

The last four lines are written in iambic pentameter

Thisisthe form of the poem. It isnot a sonnet

It is apoem consists of 16 lines. It ipes are written in iambic

pentameter and 8 lines arg
We have a divisiog eit comparing his

heart to an altag At the end, he

ALTAR- HEART- SACRIFICE- ALTAR

capitalized
There
Altar a
Both of e man
words that @

This is how the form of the poem supports the meaning- the rhyme scheme and the

capitalized wor ds help in conveying the meaning.
What isthe significan
Heroic couplets are usually u riting great poetry. It is the
first English rhyme which was used before the middle ages and in hymns ~»/_-written to be
sung —=in the church. It is something great to write such a poem. It is difficult to use
heroic couplets. The poet is trying to give more value “«éto his poem. The heroic couplet
here is appropriate—\is, It suits the theme of the poem- lofted and elevated=. This is
what the poet wants to convey and this is the impression g¢Lkilhe wants us to feel. The
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heroic couplets help the poet to give that impression that he wants to convey to the
readers.

In the poem, we have long lines, short line, then long lines. It creates music. The rhyme
goes quickly in the short lines in the middle.

The rhyme scheme, the meter suits «—lithe fact that it is a song to be sung in the church.

The idea: there is a comparisgads he speaker and the altar itself, the

atar as a symbol of sacrifi
The second idea i d with tears, with

regretei, with j d himself. He

Jordan= the Jordan onsider =it to be a
holy place i (Ss- a scared
believe that they should wash in the sacred _ssswater to purifyu their soulsz!s).
George Herbert as a Christian believesin this.

Jordan is a scared place (22 (lS<for the Christians.
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1% stanza:

Who says that fictions only and false hair
Become a verse? Is there no truth in beauty?
Is all good structure in a winding stair?

The poem starts with questions. They are all rhetorical <>.questions- they do not need
answers. The answers are usually found e question themselves.
With the first question, he ask

fiction, imagination, wit

5 s concerned < aigsonly with

Is truth a good fiel

a winding stair=

2" stanza:
Is it no verse, excep

And sudden arbors sha

We have the same idea of

Is not considered good poetry ex rateJsis; or write about woods

, ature and beautiful things or to write in a sophisticated 2a=<style , in atwisted z J=slines
?
Must purling streams refresh a lover's loves?

Must all be veiled, while he that reads, divines,
Catching the sense at two removes?
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Are those images of running water accepted in writing poetry? Should the meanings be
hidden 2s«and one should search for them otherwiseY) s they will not be considered good
poetry?

He is challenging «s2~ithe tradition of writing poetry for him.

George Herbert is a metaphysical poet but not in the same way as John Donne. His images

are easier and his poetry is softer. ' d weird comparisons and

2a=aStructures. Hei d science like
John Donne

3" stanza:
Shepherds ar
Riddle who
| envy no

directly

This poemis
When George H
Imagination.

mself, or in his
In the poem, he describes his rying to find words in order to
write poetry. He can not choose very simple themes like praising God . he wants just to
speak out spontaneously.s se= and to put what he feels directly on the paper without paying
any attention to the rhythm , rhyme or style. He wants to express himself openly z s 5
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Jordan (I1).

1°' stanza:
WHen first my lines of heav’nly joyes made mention,
Such was their lustre, they did so excell,

There is a struggles ! = between human being who is obsessed s s«with emotions and
passions to love of God in the holy land and the role of the poet who has to write good

poetry and to be accepted by _cii he ordinary believer (3<as

a human being and th
His subject matt od. Heisin the
Holy Lands.

He started ping and

Decking the

He was in the d to twist the
words which wer , decorated and
undecorated were crow S. As a poet, he did not
know what to write. It is as if poem for the market to sell, to
please the critics and readers. but he wants to express his feelings to God.

It is the struggle between the poet who wants to put on paper good poetry and the ordinary

human being who wants to express his emotions and feelings.
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2" stanza:

Thousands of notions in my brain did runne,
Off’ring their service, if | were not sped:

| often blotted what | had begunne;

This was not quick enough, and that was dead.

The same idea is discussed (iéluagain. Thousands of notions were under his service. He

often rejected and rubbed out what he had He was trying to write and change his

mind and tore the paper. Hej e not quick enough.

They were not so liv IS as if dead- with

Nothing could s
Much lesse th

What he

3" stanz
As flam
So did |

But

Copie out onel

The ideas had go
readie penn'd;= ready to b

His friend whispered in his ear telling sweetness of what isin his heart. He

had just to copy what isin his heart. He has to look in his heart to find words.

It is very simple. The images are not expected. This is the metaphysical point of George
Herbert.
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The whole poem discusses only one idea. In the 1% and 2™ stanza, the same ideaiis
repeated. In the 3" stanza, he is describing the flowing of ideas in his mind because his
heart is filled with Love for God and the heavenly joys. Seeing the Holy land for the first
time, being there near a place where Christ had lived. He describes how he was full of love
and emotions and his mind was full of ideas to express those emotions. But he was not
satisfied with any. He wrote, omi

In the last part of the p urning with ideas like
flames; his heart is
in his ear that

ody whispered
to look in his
heart and e

Finished
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