Dr. Aliaa Badr
First Semester

Poetry (2)

Revision and background 

· From 1603, Stuart family started to rule England. 

· In 1605, we had Catholic extremist revolt, which means that we had the beginning signs of the civil war. In the 16th century, there was a reformation إصلاح of the Catholic Church. We had Protestants and the Anglican Church. When the king of England was on the head of the Anglican Church, the Catholics were not treated well. The Catholics started to revolt.

· In 1642, there was an outbreak اندلاعof the civil war الحرب الأهلية, we spoke about it, and we also spoke about Cromwell and the parliament that was taking over مسيطر. The puritans also were taking over. With them, theatres closed, the kind of literature changed, and poetry was more religious.

· From 1649 to 1660, this is the Cromwell's rule and the military dictatorship. There was a protectorate period عهد الوصاية, because there was no king
· 1660, the Restoration of the king استعادة الملك. 
· From 1603 until 1660 is called the early 17th century period of time  

Metaphysical school of poetry
Metaphysical consists of "Meta" and "physical". "Meta" is what is beyondما وراء  physical things الأشياء المادية, beyond things which are touched. "Physical" is what is related to physical objects. It is concerned with abstract thoughts الأفكار المجردة أو الغير محسوسة. So it can't be seen, touched, figured out, nor understood with the senses. 

Abstract thought or subject is concerned with: 

· The whole existence
· Causality العلاقة السببية (cause and effect). Why are we here?, Because we are created by God. Why do we have to breathe? Because we need Oxygen. 

Physical is concerned with the first and ultimate المطلق principles of things such as:

· The being الوجود(المحسوس)  
· Time and its effect on the objects. Everything deteriorates by time. The physical objects deteriorate by time, people die. 
· Substance المادة
Everything which is abstract is related to meta, and everything which is concrete  مادي is related to physical 
John Donne (1572- 1631)
He was born into an old Roman Catholic family at a time of anti-Catholic feelings مشاعر معادية للكاثوليك, so he was deprivedمحروم form study and university. He taught himself through reading. In 1590s, he quietly abandoned هجر Catholicism and followed the Anglican Church. Some say that he did this on purpose, but he said that he was convinced that this change is the right thing. When you read his sonnets, you will see that he doubted which is more right: Catholicism or Protestantism. This change has affected his poetry. He started writing towards the end of the 16th century. He was affected by the 16th century poetry, and then he changed. During the 17th century, he started to preach يعظ in the church. Preaching was a form of spiritual devotion عبادة روحية as well as an intellectual exercise تدريب عقلي for him. It was also a dramatic entertainment, because there is a kind of drama, poetry in church. It was an intellectual exercise, because he was really affected by scientific and intellectual themes of that time. We will touch this in his poetry.
Song: Sweetest love, I do not go,
BY JOHN DONNE
Sweetest love, I do not go,

For weariness of thee,

Nor in hope the world can show

A fitter love for me;

But since that I

Must die at last, 'tis best

To use myself in jest

Thus by feign'd مختلق deaths to die.

In the first line, he is addressing his beloved. When I go, I'm not going because I'm bored of you. I'm not leaving, because I'm looking for a better love. I'm not going for another beloved. From the very beginning, he is addressing his sweetest love that he is leaving. In such a case, the beloved will be pathetic بائس, so he is trying to comfort her. He asks her to get used to his absence. I'm leaving because I want you to get used to my absence تعتادي علي غيابي, so when I die, you will be used to it. So, our separation now is a kind of practice تدريب like when I'm dead. He wants her to get used to it; he wants her to train herself, because he does not want her to be hurt later. This is very strange topic. This is very familiar to the Metaphysical, that the themes are very weird غريب. You feel that he is hard on her.   
Yesternight the sun went hence,

And yet is here today;

He hath no desire nor sense,

Nor half so short a way:

Then fear not me,

But believe that I shall make

Speedier journeys, since I take

More wings and spurs دافع than he.

"Yesternight" means last night. "He" in the third line refers to the sun. Sun is masculine in English. The sun has neither desire nor sense. This is the nature of things that the sun sets and then rises again. She can't change the sun. As the sun goes and comes back, don’t fear me. I will go and come back, I will not go to another woman, and I will come back. Here you see how he comforts her. My journey will be quicker أسرع and shorter than the sun. Here, he is comparing his absence to the absence of the sun, to the change of day and night. He (the sun) does not have desire to come back quickly, this is the norm of things طبيعة الاشياء that the sun goes and rises. I will come sooner because I have the reason. If the sun comes after one night, I will come back sooner and speedier than him, because I have the reasons, I have my love to come back for.  The words are very easy, easier than the form of the 16th century. This is another characteristic خاصية: that language is easier, but the topics are strange. This is not a sonnet, we don’t have 14 lines and we don’t have the meter of pentameter. It is a lyric 
O how feeble ضعيف is man's power,

That if good fortune fall,

Cannot add another hour,

Nor a lost hour recall!

But come bad chance,

And we join to'it our strength,

And we teach it art and length,

Itself o'er us to'advance.

How weak is man's power. He does not have any power on time. By good fortune, he means destiny القدر.  Here, he describes death as good fortune. Man can't add hour nor recall يسترجع any lost hour, so man has no power on time. We can't lengthen our life without love. how can he lengthen his life with his love? the answer is in the next stanza. 
When thou sigh'st, thou sigh'st not wind,

But sigh'st my soul away;

When thou weep'st, unkindly kind,

My life's blood doth decay.

It cannot be

That thou lov'st me, as thou say'st,

If in thine my life thou waste,

That art the best of me.

When you sigh, when you feel pain, when you suffer, you will make me suffer and shorten my life تجعلي حياتي قصيره. My soul will sigh away, as if my life will be shortened. He is telling her not to sigh. It can't be that you love me, and you say that you love me, if you will waste أضاع my life by your sadness, by your weeping بكاء. This is the best of me is that I love you to be happy, I don’t want you to mourn تنتحب me. This is why I'm leaving you.
Let not thy divining heart

Forethink me any ill;

Destiny may take thy part,

And may thy fears fulfil;

But think that we

Are but turn'd aside to sleep;

They who one another keep

Alive, ne'er parted be.

Don’t think bad about me, for I'm not leaving you for another woman. Destiny may take your part. You fear that I will go and not come back, destiny may do this.  They will not be separated ينفصل, as they will love each other even after death. This is how they will complete death, how they will defeat death, they will lengthen their life with love. 
Comment on the poem: 

· This is true love. She has to trust him and love him during his absence. He loves her; he does not want her to suffer. He wants her to be happy always. 

· Love is a source of life; it will lengthen يطيل their life; they will not die in the minds of each other. Death will be as if we are turning our back to each other to sleep, it is a short sleep, and we will join each other again. 

· In the poem, he is speaking about love, death, time, happiness, and truth. 

· Death is a truth. We all will die, we can't escape it, we have to get used to the idea of death, to the idea that time might come. When we speak about good fortune and bad change, this is time. When we speak about the substance المادة, about the being that vanishes and decays. This is the truth.  
· He speaks about causality, cause and effect. If time comes, I will die. 

· He speaks about existence and truth, about nature of things in this world. 

Images:

· Images are easy but very strange. He compares his absence to the sunset and sunrise غروب وشروق الشمس. The  topic is strange 
The Form of the poem:
The poem consists of five stanzas. Each stanza consists of 8 lines. The poem then consists of 40 lines. Lines are short. Each stanza is one sentence. We have only stanza number four which consists تتكون of two sentences, two full stops. So we have long sentences, and we have short lines.

Why do we have short lines? 

· To reflect the serious idea. 

· .To link the form with the content ربط الشكل بالمحتوي
· The idea is clear in this mind of the speaker: "I want you to get used to my death". Because the idea is very clear in his mind, his lines are very short. 

· Because when the song is sung, it will not take time to finish the line.  

· This is how the form is in harmony with the content, with the tone of the speaker, and the emotional meaning of the poem. 

Tone of the poem
In the first stanza, the tone is serious. It is not so romantic, although he is speaking to his beloved. The topic is nor that romantic. He is dealing with truth, with reality, with reason. It is not something like 16th century poetry which was so romantic. It is heartbreaking, but it is another kind of heartbreaking مفجع, because it is so real, it is not heartbreaking because someone is crying and exaggerating يبالغ.
Rhyme Scheme in the poem 

     The Rhyme of the first stanza is ABABCDDC. When you see the regular scheme المخطط العادي "ABAB", you will expect the rest of the rhyme to be "CDCD", but you will find it as " CDDC".  This difference let you pay attention to the difference of the theme. Look at the Ds in the first stanza. Let us pretend now. 

Must die at last, 'tis best (D)
To use myself in jest( D)
The Rhyme scheme in the second stanza is ABABCDDC. The Ds here mean I promise that I'm pretending, I promise to come back. 
But believe that I shall make (D)

Speedier journeys, since I take( D)

     Rhyme of the third stanza is ABABCDDC. The theme is here in the Ds, "How to lengthen our life by the strength of love" 
And we join to'it our strength (D)

And we teach it art and length (D)

Rhyme of the fourth stanza is ABABCDDC. The Ds here are "say'st" and "waste". If you love me as you say, don’t waste my life. The idea is that love is not a source of suffering; it is a source of life. 

That thou lov'st me, as thou say'st (D)

If in thine my life thou waste,(D)

    Rhyme of the fifth stanza is ABABCDDC. The Ds are "sleep" and "alive". Death is like a short sleep. True love will keep each other alive and never parted منفصلين. So the form is really connected to the meaning, the content and the theme of the poem.

Are but turn'd aside to sleep; D

They who one another keep alive D

    Theme of the poem: love gives life. 
Homework: write about characteristics of metaphysical poetry in the poem.  
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