Dr. Hessa
First Semester

Poetry (7)
· The cavaliers are a group of younger poets. They have something in common with the metaphysical as they could not cut themselves completely from the general knowledge of the age. Yet, at the same time they are different from the metaphysical. We find a lighter poetry, different language use, different images, different subject matter tackled in their poetry, and even their social background is completely different from the metaphysical. Only Marvell is described as being metaphysical, but in fact he falls between the two (the metaphysical and the cavalier); you will find books classifying him as cavalier, and this could be because of his social stability and belonging to a highly educated family, he was stable in his job, working for the Church and hired by the government, and even his father was the dean of the college he was studying in, so he descended from a highly educated family and he never suffered the shifts of changing authority, and we classify him as writing political poetry. I suggest you read “to his Coy Mistress” where he is describing the beauty of his beloved; with this description we find his the simplicity of language, the interest his own wordings, and his passion, so we find him more Cavalier than metaphysical. But overall, cavalier poets have their own characteristics. 
· The characteristics of cavalier poetry and their relation to the monarch, the kind of language, images and subject matter used: 
· We rarely find any religious topic or subject matter tackled in their poetry. Their songs are light and short and written to be memorized and sung with such rhyme. Always in their poetry we find regular rhyme, short lines and a stable and flowing tune running throughout the poem. 
· The cavaliers to group of poets known as the followers of Ben Jonson. They come from same social background, they write the same kind of poetry, they have a common interest and they have the same relationship with the authority, with the monarch. They formed a circle with Ben Jonson. Ben Jonson was older than them and intellectually speaking higher than them. He was a poet, a critic and an anthropologist, so we find him writing a lot on all aspects of life through his literature. So has criticism even on the metaphysical. So they formed a poetic circle learning from him and following him, showing their admiration, reading his poetry and discussing poetical issues. 
· As an influence of their own social background they were not living on poetry; they didn’t earn their living out of poetry because they all come from aristocratic families working in the court, around the monarch, so they didn’t need to sell their literature. So they were writing songs. Usually people liked it because it is light and found its way to the hearts and to people who used to enjoy life in the court. They wanted to pleasure themselves and release any daily stress and that’s it. They would deal with emotions rather than with intellect like the metaphysical poets. 
· They were educated so they had an access to different languages including Greek and Latin; that means they were capable of reading the classics and later in human literature but it doesn’t mean they included them in their poetry, although there are some references to this in their poetry. 
· Ben Jonson received and influence from John Donne and he celebrated his poetry; in fact we find writings by Ben Jonson where he is celebrating and appreciating the metaphysical, but he is different from them. He knew he was not writing the same poetry but he did appreciate them. There were certain differences due to the differences in the background; the social, the educational, and the different environment. 
· Jonson was known for his accuracy and he was keen with his words, correcting his writing and drawing his images and turning back and having certain references that enhance his meaning. As for John Donne the images were more elated. But for the Cavaliers, they were young people having a decent social background careless enough to care about the elegancy of their own language and writing. So we find in their poetry this elegancy was little and with lesser wit; they were indifferent. 
· They were writing for the aristocracy. Even the love affairs in their poetry are a kind of amusement. Every lady is subject to change. One of them concludes his poem with “the devil take her!” meaning if she doesn’t accept him or he cannot move her emotions then the devil take her. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
· John Suckling: 
· He was a courtier working for the monarch. So when you write for the elite, your language and your subject matter is different from those who are writing for the public reader; when you are writing for the elite you choose the subject matter and you do not talk about the daily problems and sufferings of the public. But when you are writing for the public you write poetry infused with the day to day of people’s interests. This makes the difference between the 16th century and the early 17th century. The relation between the intellectual people and the authority, whenever they write for the authority they write with no pain and no interest in the society, only interest in their day to day cares and practices and that’s it. So when they are writing for the court they write a light kind of poetry as they don’t want to annoy the authority; they read their poems to the courtiers who don’t care about the public. 
When we say they were careless we mean they were indifferent to correcting and revising; this is only done by people who are careful in their writing, e.g. John Donne and his group, even with the romantics. They were careless because what they were tackling were easygoing topics. John was including certain biblical references and dealing with major issues of society in his own time so we find him revising and correcting. 
· His language is direct and simple. What kind of poetry he was writing? He liked mocking others. Suckling had a physical deformity, and these people are always aware of their appearance, of their physical deformity, and if it is not overtly mentioned, it’s indirectly creeping into their poetry trying to protect themselves against any criticism. 

· He didn’t write serious poetry and used to write very flat writings. 

Why so pale and wan fond lover? 

      Prithee why so pale? 

Will, when looking well can’t move her, 

      Looking ill prevail? 

      Prithee why so pale? 

Why so dull and mute young sinner? 

      Prithee why so mute? 

Will, when speaking well can’t win her, 

      Saying nothing do’t? 

      Prithee why so mute? 

Quit, quit for shame, this will not move, 

      This cannot take her; 

If of herself she will not love, 

      Nothing can make her; 

      The devil take her.
· He is addressing his beloved, speaking about his own state of being in love; pale, tired and feeling as if he is committing a sin for expressing this love and describing his beloved as being indifferent incompletely to his feelings. She shows no response, she is not satisfying him. Should I look ill/sick so that I move you? If speaking makes no difference, should I keep quiet? Is it shame that prevents you from showing interest in what I’m saying or doing or feeling towards you? Here in this poem we find all the characteristics of the Cavalier poetry. 
The way the poem is based on questioning and answering denotes a kind of repetition which makes this song light enough to be remembered and gives it a light tune. 
Why so pale and wan fond lover? 

      Prithee why so pale? 

Will, when looking well can’t move her, 

      Looking ill prevail? 

Prithee why so pale?
· Prithee: say something. 

· The first reason of being pale: if I’m okay, strong enough, full of energy and health she doesn’t care, then maybe if I’m unwell and sick she’ll care about me. Remember “Astrophil and Stella” and he was talking in the first lines; very early he was trying to find some words to move her, showing his love, looking for other’s words and so o; he was planning to draw her attention even if it was to show his pain and his deep interest in her without shame.

· Here, Suckling is doing the same; he tried to show her how healthy and full of energy and wellbeing to move her but it is quite in vain, no response. The opposite was to look sick and pale so maybe this will move her. He cannot understand her and this is their problem with ladies, the three poems are tackling this problem of moving their lady/their beloved, why? Because the love relation at that time was considered a sin. 
Why so dull and mute young sinner? 

      Prithee why so mute? 

Will, when speaking well can’t win her, 

      Saying nothing do’t? 

Prithee why so mute?
· He is speaking of himself as a young sinner because he fell in love with this lady and he is trying to seduce her to communicate with him. 
· Why you are so dull and don’t want to communicate. I spoke a lot and said a lot of good things but I was not able to move her. But still keeping silent, looking pale and feeling shame doesn’t change her so the best thing is to let her go, to curse her. 
Quit, quit for shame, this will not move, 

      This cannot take her; 

If of herself she will not love, 

      Nothing can make her; 

      The devil take her.

· She is not to be moved with illness or nothing. Nothing can make this relationship with this lady because she doesn’t want to be moved. She is resisting her feelings and that’s why the best thing to do is to leave her, and what is more to curse her. 
· He tried all ways to win her, showing himself in different physical situations, speaking, keeping quiet, showing dullness, but it is in vain. But she is stronger and she defeated him. So if he cannot win her he should dismiss her and not to keep running after her for the rest of his life. We understand that he has the decision and he is the one who decided to stop. He is carless; if she is there okay and if not another lady will accept his speech and his smartness. 
· He uses very simple and direct diction. 

· The images:

· We have three images: first, an image of someone in love who is being described physically as pale, dull and mute and quitting finally. So in every one he develops one characteristic of this person. First he speaks about the physical characteristics of this person, the second is about speaking and keeping quiet and the third is action which is quitting. 
It’s a poem written with easiness and simplicity of language and directness of imagery. The question attached to every line is argumentative to some extent but this is a metaphysical characteristic.  
· The poem is about unrewarded love and that’s why we mentioned Sidney’s “Astrophil and Stella”. This is a traditional topic. 

· The poem is built on a problem, a discussion and a solution; which means there is a certain arrangement built on questioning, which is part of the influence of the metaphysical on their poetry. So in a way it’s argumentative. 
· In the beginning he was mad and asking more questions on how to move her, and he was ready to give anything, to look healthy or sick, to speak or to keep dull and mute, to describe himself as a sinner and putting himself such embarrassing situation, but in the end he decided to leave.

· Courtly love was written on during this period; it was about teasing a lady and falling in love with her and sometimes they come to a physical relation and sometimes they cannot, and the lady is always refusing to go into this relationship. Sometimes in courtly love the man falls in love with a married woman as in “Astrophil and Stella”; he was in love with this lady but she left him and got married to someone rich. Sometimes the women feel flattered and it’s okay to be spoiled and flattered and surrounded with admirers around her but she never commits herself to such love.  
· It’s the idea of having emotions to a certain one. So they’re living in their dream so they enjoy it pretending they are falling in love and they enjoy it and this in itself is a good reason for this feeling, even though they are fully and early aware that it will lead to nothing. 
· In “the good morrow”, the writer was eloping with his beloved; it was not accepted by society but at least they were capable of having real relations to each other. John Donne even fell in love with his boss’s daughter and he eloped with her. So this idea of physical love relationship was there in the society; fulfilled or unfulfilled it depends on the two people and their attitude to their society, to what extent they respect their society. When John Donne spoke of “the good morrow” he spoke of a lady with whom he eloped and when they came out they this was a dream. So this was breaking the social code of not allowing people to enjoy their life. There is always resistance on part of the female to have such mutual love. However, when we say metaphysical we’re speaking of some intellectual issue discussed; so even when they approach love they approach love from this angle. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· Thomas Carew: 

· He had strong relations to the court and the monarch. He was working in the court for the monarch himself. He was an admirer of Ben Jonson and of the Ben Jonson group, and he was like Ben Jonson in admiring John Donne; he wrote an elegy lamenting the death of John Donne and celebrating his contribution to English literature. So they were not like them but they were aware of his importance and achievement and contribution to the English literature. 
· Like other Cavalier poets, he would write light poetry using everyday simple language and courtier issues. One of is his characteristics is that overtly and clearly he was tackling sexual issues, and he exceeded the limit that was known in his time. However in the end of his life he was trying to make amendments to the church considering this offence and was trying to seek forgiveness. Compared to other cavaliers, he used to work hard to correct and shape his poetry. We find other subjects in his poetry besides love affairs and erotic subject matters. 
· We mentioned that he was some mischievous to some extent; he didn’t have good relations with others and he had this tendency to evil, but this never damaged his reputation as a poet and a soldier. He was a soldier and people were mocking him for wearing the military uniform, but he kept on doing that because he wanted to satisfy the monarch; he was close enough to the monarchAt the end of his life because of his mischievousness and because of the erotic leanings in his poetry, he made amendments to the church. 

· The poem we are reading is a 100% cavalier poetry and it reminds us of Andrew Marvell’s “To His Coy Mistress”. He was using history, certain places and everlasting beauty in the universe, whether it’s a reference to certain places, monuments, sculptures, to describe the beauty of his beloved. 
· Here with Thomas Carew, he is describing the beauty of his beloved, referring to different elements in nature: certain times or hours in the day, seasons, birds, flowers, even referring to some mythology in the final stanza. In each stanza there is an image carefully designed by him, as we said he was one of those poets who took some pain in writing poetry. 

· So here he is writing in 5 stanzas, in each stanza introducing us to a certain image to describe the beauty of his beloved. 
A Song: Ask me no more where Jove bestows By Thomas Carew
Ask me no more where Jove bestows,

When June is past, the fading rose;

For in your beauty’s orient deep

These flowers, as in their causes, sleep.

Ask me no more whither do stray 

The golden atoms of the day; 

For in pure love heaven did prepare 

Those powders to enrich your hair. 

Ask me no more whither doth haste 

The nightingale, when May is past; 

For in your sweet dividing throat 

She winters, and keeps warm her note. 

Ask me no more where those stars ’light, 

That downwards fall in dead of night; 

For in your eyes they sit, and there 

Fixed become, as in their sphere. 

Ask me no more if east or west 

The phoenix builds her spicy nest; 

For unto you at last she flies, 

And in your fragrant bosom dies.
· There is again asking and why so it is argumentative style but with light subject matter, unlike the metaphysical.  

· The repetition in “ask me no more” is one of the devices he used to move into a new step in giving one more beauty of his beloved. It is a refrain: when a certain word is being used in each and every line, either at the end of stanzas or even here at the beginning of the stanza. The importance of this repetition is to give music and to draw the attention of the reader. 

Ask me no more where Jove bestows,

When June is past, the fading rose;

For in your beauty’s orient deep

These flowers, as in their causes, sleep.

· In the first stanza he is dealing with the beauty of this lady all in all. She is like a flower, and instead of saying you’re like the roses of June, of summer, he is saying that when June is over the roses which are fading are growing in you, they are you, for you are the roses equal to those of June; her beauty is equal to the beauty of the roses with the coming of June. So when they are not in their season they flourish in you. Her flourishing beauty is like the flourishing roses which disappear after June and flourish in her. 
Ask me no more whither do stray 

The golden atoms of the day; 

For in pure love heaven did prepare 

Those powders to enrich your hair. 

· The small pieces that make the color of the rays of the sun are like powder collected at the end of the day when the sun is over used to color your hair; which means her hair is blonde. When the day is over night falls, and where does the color of the sunrays go? It colors her hair making it blonde. This powder with which your hair is being colored had been preserved in heaven. So she is one of the elite creatures on earth. Her beauty is made by pure love of the heaven to her. Giving her the beauty of roses, collecting the powder that makes the color of the sunrays to color her hair with pure love. 
Ask me no more whither doth haste 

The nightingale, when May is past; 

For in your sweet dividing throat 

She winters, and keeps warm her note. 

· The nightingale is a small bird with a very beautiful voice singing in the wilderness when he is alone. So when winter comes the nightingale hides in your throat giving you this beautiful voice. So by the end of the poem we can draw a sketch of this lady: she is as beautiful as a rose, her hair is blonde, and her voice is so beautiful. 
Ask me no more where those stars ’light, 

That downwards fall in dead of night; 

For in your eyes they sit, and there 

Fixed become, as in their sphere. 

· When the night is over the stars disappear but they don’t go to nowhere; they stay there making your eyes. So her eyes are as beautiful, shiny, attractive, unapproachable and unattainable as the stars. They fall to rest in your eyes as your face is there sphere, their planet. 

Ask me no more if east or west 

The phoenix builds her spicy nest; 

For unto you at last she flies, 

And in your fragrant bosom dies.

· The phoenix (العنقاء) is a mythical bird which never dies. This mythical creature if it was to choose where to build her nest, it’s not the east or the west but it’s the fragrant bosom of her; it’s not important where it builds its nest because its final destination would be your fragrant bosom. 
· Is he thinking of her as being the only beauty in the world? She is not the most beautiful thing in the world but she is a combination of the best in nature; she is an amalgam of the all the best and the most beautiful elements in the world in different seasons and different timings of the day. 
· It is cavalier in his approach, but the way he is describing things and speaking of seasons, elements of nature and characteristics of nature and returning to mythology and the arrangement of logic, speaking of beauty and her appearance and then moving to speak of her voice as when she speaks she gives the voice of a nightingale and then her eyes are beautiful and the bosom of her, so she is a combination of the best. 
· It is witty because it is not direct; he is going around things to finalize his stanza with the beauty of the lady; he is describing the beauty of nature and ending up with the beauty of his lady. So we are enjoying both, the fallen stars, these flowers, beauty of the end of the day with all the atoms of the sun rays being collected in one box or container to color her hair and then we enjoy the color of her hair. He is speaking of one of the most important myths that found its way to almost a number of classical works and then he is seizing it down to the beauty of his beloved. This is part of his wit that we are now in front of the beauty of nature and the greatness and heavenly power in creating this nature, the heavenly power in creating this nature, and the blessing of this lady with all the beauty. She is blessed with heavenly love; all this beauty; all the natural beauty around us is being preserved with love to make her. 
· He is describing only the physical not the spiritual which means; he is playful and being playful is one of the characteristics of the cavalier. Being young people they care at that stage for physical beauty rather than the spiritual one. It’s like the stars falling, like the flowers fading, like the nightingale hiding, like the atoms of the rays vanishing away, so it’s her physical beauty and this has been suggested indirectly, by forgetting about the spiritual. But speaking about this physical beauty he is saying that this beauty is temporal and will fade away just like that of nature. 
End of Lecture
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