Dr. Hessa
First Semester

Poetry (8)
· Richard Lovelace:

· He is one of the cavalier poets; he was a soldier, a poet and a courtier. He was a young aristocratic person who had certain relation to the king, and he died in the battlefield. He was a gentleman, a wealthy man well aware of the fashion of dresses, so we are speaking of someone who came from an aristocratic background or at least a wealthy one. He is a typical cavalier poet with regards to vocation in life and poetically speaking, which made him a 100% cavalier. He had craftsmanship (مهارة); he was not just writing poetry to express his feelings. His attitudes to war and his attitude to love and love of war and war for love are to be traced in his poetry. That is why the choice of “To Lucasta, Going to the Wars”. 
· He is writing the poem to a lady, we can speak of this lady as his beloved but there are references to this lady in other poems. This lady is one of the courtiers. The very name of “Lucasta” which in Latin means pure light, so It is a reference to this lady and at the same time the lightness of this lady is a reference to her virtue. She is a virtuous lady which means that the idea of lyrical love which is one of the characteristics of the cavalier is not there.  Young people sometimes read about playful love which indicates a physical relationship, but as for this Lucasta it seems it is pure love, pure light. He was keen on writing, a good writer, an artist (painter), and well-educated and not a careless writer because he used to revise his poetry and he carefully chose his subject matter. This is clear when we find that he has an awareness of other writers in previous ages. 
Richard Lovelace: 'To Lucasta, Going to the Wars
Tell me not (Sweet) I am unkind,

  That from the Nunnery

Of thy chaste breast, and quiet mind,

  To War and Arms I flee.

True, a new Mistress now I chase,

  The first Foe in the Field;

And with a stronger Faith embrace

  A Sword, a Horse, a Shield.

Yet this inconstancy is such

  As you too shall adore;

I could not love thee, Dear, so much,

  Loved I not Honour more.
· The poem is strange in the sense that he is rejecting a love affair and preferring war to the love affair. 
· The language is simple and this is one of the characteristics of almost all the cavaliers. Some of them are keen on using easy and simple language and some are careless even in using this simple language, and that is why we find very light poetry as that of Suckling for example. 
· In spite of his real and deep love for this lady and his need for her, he is definite in the choice of leaving her to join war. So he is speaking to this lady and saying this is my decision and don’t blame me for leaving, and he starts to list reasons giving his logic for why he is leaving her and going to war. 
· Is it because she is chaste and not approachable? Is it for honor that he is going to war or is it a kind of punishing her not to be as honest as he was speaking? Is he escaping this love affair or is it real interest in war? Is his love to war completely different from his love to her? It could be that he is mad at her and he wants to fly away, and he wants to tease her by flying to someone else, is that what he is doing? His choices are two: honor (which stands for war), and love (which stands for Lucasta). 
Tell me not (Sweet) I am unkind,

  That from the Nunnery

Of thy chaste breast, and quiet mind,

To War and Arms I flee.

· It seems that he is not mad at Lucasta because as his poem saying “tell me not, sweet”, so he is calling her sweet which means he is still in love with her. Don’t say that I’m unkind to you by leaving you. 
· Nunnery is the place where women go to be nuns. Nunnery is mentioned in Shakespeare’s Hamlet. He was interested in reading Elizabethan and classical works, so intellectually speaking he was a well-educated man.
· He means she is a chaste lady like a nun. So “thy chaste breast” is a reference to the chastity of this lady, to the chastity or the sacredness of a mother rather than of a beautiful courtier. So here he is speaking of her as being chaste, comparing her body to the chasteness of a nun. So he respects her, respects her chastity, and he has nothing to do with her attitude to him of rejecting any physical relationship. 
True, a new Mistress now I chase,

  The first Foe in the Field;

And with a stronger Faith embrace

  A Sword, a Horse, a Shield.

· The word “arms” here means the tools used in the battlefield. He is speaking now of two presences in “arms”; that of war and of the lady. We are strongly invited to think of escaping to war as escaping or flying to another lady. Is he speaking ironically or sarcastically about her chastity, in speaking about her body and the nunnery? There are some possible interpretations to the 1st stanza: 
· First of all, we he admit he is in love with her, otherwise he won’t apologize for leaving her, saying don’t say that I’m unkind. Then he starts to speak about chastity, quiet mind and nunnery and describe her as being chaste, honest and pure. Then in the last line we are invited to think of these three lines as being an irony with the words “to War and Arms I flee”. He is playing on words. Is it “Arms” of another lady; is he personifying war as being another lady to which he is fleeing and being received? Or is it a real war and he is ready to join war and embrace danger? There is a suggested reference to war and to a mistress. Is he referring to the chastity of this cautious lady when it comes to relationships? All the activities of approaching, of a lover to his beloved are transformed into a relation with war; chasing (running after), embracing the arms, the horse and the shield. We need to remember that this poet is a soldier. 
Yet this inconstancy is such

  As you too shall adore;

I could not love thee, Dear, so much,

  Loved I not Honour more.

· The 1st stanza was devoted to his beloved; speaking to her and telling her that he is leaving not because he is unkind but because he has another thing to do. The 2nd stanza is completely on the new thing he is flying to; the new place and the new beloved he will chase, the new mistress. In the 3rd one he is back to compare the two. This organization adds to the meaning. 
· In the first one he starts with speaking about his beloved which means that she means a lot to him and he is aware that leaving this lady is not an easy thing, but what makes it easy is that what he is flying to is preferable to this love. This is what we understood from the first stanza.
· Then he starts to justify what he is doing by first describing the very activity that he is taking when he is away from her. There he will be chasing another mistress, and the other mistress will give him the chance to be face to face with the first foe (enemy) in the battlefield. So instead of embracing her he is embracing the sword. In the 3rd stanza he says I know I’m supposed to be in deep love with you, but there is something else that I prefer to his love and a thing that adds to this love, and that is honor. 
· Is he going to war to be honored and suitable for her to love? Is he doing that for her? The language is clear but there is some depth in his approach; It is argumentative.  If I didn’t love you I would not go there. Then there is a comparison between his love to her and love to war. Though he is a cavalier poet, the poem is not that naïve; not too simple to approach the idea of love plainly and directly. It shows his interest not only in his choice of language, but also in the imagery. It is the arrangement, the idea itself and the balance he is making between the first two stanzas. 
· The only thing that he lists for leaving Lucasta is that he prefers honor to love. He says if I’m to stay with you I won’t be 100% honest. I cannot stay with you when I’m attached to something else which is honor. So he is leaving her and telling her why he is leaving: I’m abandoning you not because I don’t love you but because I have a stronger love that I prefer to this one, and even if I stay with you (this is an argumentative style, not through questioning but through putting things), I love you but not as much as I love war. So here we find this simple and direct argumentative style. 
· This is something from his own life or biography: Lucasta is one of so many ladies who admired Lovelace. He was handsome and fashionable in his appearance and he received a lot of admiration from different ladies in his society and she was one of them. 
· He has a desire for the lady but he is controlled by a stronger desire for war. If he is to speak of the chastity and the beauty of this lady as being pure and sacred as that of a nunnery, he respects her and out of this respect he is honest in clarifying for her the reason for leaving her. At the same time, together with this respect, he respects and prefers something more honorable; It is an honor to be with you, nothing wrong with her, she is chaste and her physical beauty is a nunnery of purity, and in spite of that he prefers honor with war than honor with her. 
· The form of the poem: The poem is divided into three stanzas, four lines each. The language is simple but not like that of Suckling. And there is logic in dividing the stanzas, according the development of his poem:
· 1st he is addressing his own beloved: nothing wrong with you, It is not because I don’t love you, but because I have another thing, in the 2nd stanza; he loves war more. So there is nothing wrong with you and if I leave you it does not mean that I am unkind. It is only because I have other interest to devote my life to. In the 3rd stanza he is comparing honor beside her and honor in the war. 
· The wording: 
· They reflect his feelings towards her: sweet, not unkind. He is addressing her in such language, speaking of her with respect “of thy chaste breast”, so he is adding sacredness, honor and purity to her. 
· The reference to her quiet mind is a reference to her as an aristocratic lady, wise enough to accept his apology and justifications. 
· The word “flee” indicates that he is yearning for war; he is desperately in need to leave now and he is excited to join war. 
· The word “arms” means the tools, the armor. 

· The word “mistress” emphasizes the idea of a female. We may say that he loves war and wants to join war but loving the lady is something else. No. In this attitude he expresses the same: love and even patriotic love, because he’s speaking about embracing, so he is even personifying war as someone who has feelings or with whom he can communicate intimately. So “a new mistress now I chase” has been turned upside down in meaning with “sword”, “horse” and “shield”. 
· In the last line he is making the balance and emphasizing on the reader that I love both the same way; both are like mistresses to me, but I prefer war to this mistress because I find more honor in war than with this lady. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
· John Milton:

· He was born in 1608 very early in the 17th century. He received his education through a private tutor. Regarding his religion, his father was a merchant and he converted from Catholic to Protestant. Remember talking about the metaphysical writers like John Donne and others who were converting from one religion to the other for political reasons. Here we have a family who had converted from Catholic to Protestant and this caused them some trouble in society. 
· We may speak of Milton as a self-studied person. He gained almost all his knowledge through traveling and private readings. And he learned a number of languages including Latin; he was able to deal with all the classical Latin literature and heritage. His keen reading led him to lose his eyesight later on when he was in his 30’s, and this was the dilemma of his life but it never stopped him from writing good poetry. 
· Speaking of the Civil War and of the monarchy at that time, he had his participation through writing pamphlets on divorce and marriage to support different laws that were passed to the parliament at that time. He was on the side of Cromwell when he was running the country when there was no monarch on the throne. 
· His poem “Paradise Lost” is one of the greatest ever written in English. During Eliot’s struggle with his wife he wrote “the Waste Land”, the masterpiece of the 20th century. Milton also wrote his masterpiece of the 17th century, it was written together while running this problem with his wife. Leaving the husband or divorce in Christianity takes energy and effort and troubles the whole life of the family because it is not easy, and to get divorce is a big struggle for both of them. 

· Even though he was busy with his social affairs, he wanted to add to the history of England through writing these pamphlets for the parliament to take a decision concerning the rules or the arrangements for divorce in England. He was working with Cromwell and when he retired he kept himself in his house reading. By 1662 he was completely blind. He suffering almost all his youth from his eyes weakness and he wrote his masterpiece when he was completely blind or a little bit before that. 
· His “Paradise Lost”, the masterpiece of the 17th century is an epic. 
· An epic speaking of the shape is a long poem, and as for the subject matter it deals with the history or the story of a nation, and since it deals with the history or the story of a nation It is a narrative. And since it deals with the history or narrates the history of the nation, the language used should be highly elevated language. There we find names, places, events, and heroic deeds. One of the epics that marks the second half of 17th century is the epic written by Milton. 
· What is this paradise that has been lost? And who has lost this paradise? Is it heaven? Is it peaceful life on earth? Who lost it? Is it the disbelievers or those who are disloyal? 
· The title itself is part of the theme. The first line in the poem tells us that it is heaven that has been lost by Man by the first disobedience. But the timing of the poem and the situation of England, the narration in the poem and so many references in this long poem, suggest strongly to us the readers that it has something to do with the politics of England itself. It deals with his own country coming out of the Civil War. It is the lost Eden that has been destroyed by the clashes in one country in the Civil War. Generally speaking it deals with the first disobedience of Man to God.
· What was the first disobedience? It is to approach the unapproachable, the forbidden tree, said to be an apple tree. This happens only under the seduction of Satan, the first enemy of Man. The seduction of approaching a forbidden tree, can be applied to things on earth, can be applied to authority at that time and the desire for power which may cause complete destruction to a nation. 
OF Mans First Disobedience, and the Fruit

Of that Forbidden Tree, whose mortal tast

Brought Death into the World, and all our woe,

With loss of Eden, till one greater Man

Restore us, and regain the blissful Seat, 

Sing Heav'nly Muse, that on the secret top
Of Oreb, or of Sinai, didst inspire
That Shepherd, who first taught the chosen Seed,
In the Beginning how the Heav'ns and Earth
Rose out of Chaos: Or if Sion Hill 
Delight thee more, and Siloa's Brook that flow'd
Fast by the Oracle of God; I thence
Invoke thy aid to my adventrous Song,
That with no middle flight intends to soar
Above th' Aonian Mount, while it pursues 
Things unattempted yet in Prose or Rhime.
And chiefly Thou O Spirit, that dost prefer
Before all Temples th' upright heart and pure,
Instruct me, for Thou know'st; Thou from the first
Wast present, and with mighty wings outspread 
Dove-like satst brooding on the vast Abyss
And mad'st it pregnant: What in me is dark
Illumin, what is low raise and support;
That to the highth of this great Argument
I may assert Eternal Providence, 
And justifie the wayes of God to men.
· In the first book he is describing and talking about his own talent as a poet, he is introducing us to what he is going to do and his main theme. So here he is describing his own task as a poet, naming the main theme in the first line and then moving to give some details. 
· He describes his work as being a great work that needs the help and inspiration similar to that received by those in some holy places like Oreb and Sinai. He is likening himself or wishing to receive an inspiration or a revelation similar to that has been received by someone like Moses. The reference to places here is to add greatness and seriousness and to suggest the need for inspiration. 
· Because the subject matter he is tackling here is a human theme; he is stating very clearly that he is not dealing with an English issue. Later on evidence from the poem suggests his own worries and interest in political issues of his own time, but the wording of the poem is addressing humans in general, Man in general, the first sin committed by Man that caused him to be dismissed from heaven. 
· So in these 25 lines he is speaking of his own task and describing it as the first disobedience of Man. This disobedience is to be tackled because it defined the dismissal of Man from heaven. Our father is Adam who had been dismissed. And since I am dealing with something great and heroic theme, I need help. And he is seeking help from the muse, the god of poetry. And he is reminding us of similar inspirations or revelations that had been received by different prophets. 
· So he is need of some inspiration to empower him and give him other details that he does not know about the story of Adam in heaven before being descended to earth. And he ends this part “till one greater Man”: this greater Man is Jesus. So he is speaking about the possibility of being saved and the need for a savior. 
· So Man has descended to earth, dismissed from heaven by God, and he is waiting for a savior, Jesus, to have his sins and mistakes forgiven; It is only then that he will regain this lost Eden, to go back to paradise; to regain the blissful seat in the kingdom of God. So I need your help heavenly muse. 

· The Shepard here refers to Moses. It is normal to mention such sacred places and holy people because he is about to deal with a holy story; he is tackling the story of Man in heaven, of Man’s journey from heaven to the earth. “The chosen seed” refers to the Jewish people (شعب الله المختار). 
· He refers to the early creation which had been mentioned in the Old Testament. He refers to these events and stories to add greatness to his epic, to back his epic with greatness, but not to show off; to add originality and to connect it closely to his writing on Man’s first disobedience, Man’s relation to God. Reference to such stories enhances the holiness, greatness and originality of his poem. 

· I choose holy places which inspire me, because what I am about to do is something great, dealing with Man’s relation to God, and it should be good enough, equal to those written on the history of the first man and the history of his seat in the holy places. 
· Remember Sidney in “Astrophil and Stella” when we has invoking the muse and seeking it help him when he was writing an epic; he is in need of enough material to enrich the story of his epic with. He needs a highly elevated language to write with, which is equal to that with which Moses himself was inspired. Later on he will seek details that he does not know, and only known by such holy muse, by a heavenly muse. 
· It is an adventure and the epic contains adventures, journeys. “The Faerie Queen” was an allegorical epic and that is why we call it romantic. Here we have a heroic epic, a serious epic; it deals with the history of Adam and Eve. He says I’m seeking the highest, and I’m not intending to write something in the middle. I am seeking the highest literary production so I need your help. 
· He claims that what he is going to do never been attempted. This became a habit for writers to say what I’m doing has never been done by others; it started in the 16th century and now again with Milton in the 17th century. The epic I’m writing no one has ever written it neither in prose nor in poetry. 
· Instruct me, give me instructions, and tell me what to do. He is addressing the muse. The muse is an eternal creature. So you know all from the beginning of creation till nowadays so you have the knowledge. So I need your instruction because you know more details, names, events, places. 
· So It is an ancient creature that has been created very early, before the creation of the earth and the universe. The muse was present and was a witness to the first disobedience of Man, the first sin; that is why he is capable of giving him these details and he has the power to see all. The muse is said to have wings so he can see and attend to a vast area to cover earth and heaven. 
· Things that I don’t know or the dark corners in my knowledge enlighten them. Support me with enlightenment and with encouragement if my spirit is low. When you are about to write such a great epic you spirit is up and down. Whenever I’m in low spirit, encourage me to continue, to finish, doing it properly. 
· I’m not about to write something normal, easy or ordinary; It is a great argument that deals with the first human sin, which brought about the destiny of man to be dismissed from heaven and to be suffering on earth. 
· So what he is doing is justify the ways of God. This is the heart of his intention: to justify the ways of God. If you commit a sin you will be punished, dismissal from heaven was the outcome of running after his desire, and so he was punished accordingly. So It is sin and retribution, and this is the ways of God.  
End of Lecture
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