
Poetry (9)

The Restoration period
· The Restoration is the restoration of the King after the civil war after fifteen years in England without a king (regency).One of the main outcomes of the civil war was the closing of theaters. Writers started writing again. There was a zest to satirize, criticize and to speak in an ironical way, up rise to correct the defects of the society. At that time, there was a period of stability, tolerance, people started to cultivate the back yard of their garden. This means they began to turn to the mystic life and put things in its place, take care of their own interests. They began to Turn away from politics and clashes and the political upheaval at that time, and give more time for reading, contemplation, thinking and weighing things. This is why this period is called the age of reason. 
· One of the main characteristics of this age is tolerance. People were able to tolerate those who are different from them religiously, politically, literary tendency, socially, etc.  They started to understand and accept and live with each other without having any clashes. This is why critics called this period "age of tolerance". This is the outcome of being rational. Reason at that time had a superior position in their life.
· This age is also referred to as the age of Neo-classical because people in that time were reading classical works. Because of these readings, we're reintroduced to terms that have been forgotten for a long time, like satire. 
· Because of their classical readers, writers were following traces, imitating to some extent that writing of literary men during the roman period. So in the late seventeenth century and the early eighteenth century, there was a literature that was coming back to life with a new zest and sense of accepting the other and correcting the society. There was satire, speaking indirectly in their poetry to fix certain ideas of the readers. 

· All in all, the restoration of the king was also the period of restoring the theatre, and certain literary genders that had been forgotten for long, leading of Neo-classics and attempt to imitate some of the classics in the period of Augustus, the emperor of Italy. 

· They were keen in what they were writing with a message in their minds. They had a mission to fulfill. Especially with someone like Pope who wanted to correct the society and discuss and restore the destroyed values by the civil war and clashes in the society. 
Satire:

· Satire is not only to laugh at. It is also to correct people. It concentrates on certain defects in the society to correct them. It is like the distorted mirror. It is like caricature. For example: if the satire is presenting one of the Jews, it is one eyed man, with some defects in his appearance etc. satire concentrates on the defects of the society and imagine to be grasped by the people and try to correct it. So it is not for laughing at. It is laughing for the sake of correcting. It is a criticism no to defeat but to correct. Not to despise, but to help correcting things to go back to its origin. Because people before that time, were split over themselves. People could not live without their relationships with the society. Poems like The Rape of The Lock by Alexander Pope, who is one of the most important figures in the age of Dryden. The age of reason was also called the age of Dryden because people in that period were influenced by the works of Dryden. As for Pope, he was the master of satire. He wrote many satires; one of which is The Rape of The Lock. It mocked heroic epic. It is a contrast between the topic and the language used. 
How to bring about mockery to deal with a trivial topic in a heroic way? 
· This poetry deals with trite topic with heroic approach. The naïve or silly event is about the rape of a lady's lock. Then the two families are from aristocratic society then a clash has happened this was a real event on which pope built his satire so that people would laugh at or look down upon the clash these two families made because of that silly incident. Pope used a highly elevated language. So the satire is made by the contrast between the highly elevated language and the silly event that it talks about. The subject matter is nothing yet the language and the silly subject matter. The way he described characters, sittings, situations, etc. are there to enrich the topic with this sense of satire. This is the satirical approach.

· The part we'll have will give you this sense. A lady is sitting in her table, looking in the mirror. Trying to beautify herself. She was attending with her maid. The table is described as.. so putting make up is treated as a sacred activity. This description is given in a very highly elevated language though the thing she is doing is very simple. Then he moves on to criticize not only the silliness of this period's ladies but to criticize England. In fact, Arabella Fermor The main female character in this poem, stands for England itself. so the treatment of the subject matter is a serious one, he is writing about something serious, which is the relationship of England to other countries. England was growing up as an empire at that period. In 1804, England was established as an empire and started to spread its power over the whole world. Pope here tries to satire the fact that England was abusing and blackmailing other countries. So in on the cosmetic table of Arabella, there are perfumes taken from Arabia, leathers from Africa. So England was spreading its power over the world and black mail it and try to make use of its wealth. This is the way he is using this social event. But standing on this event, he criticizes the whole society and speaks of a larager interest and hint at it indirectly. Pope was rational enough to he was able to participate in rebuilding his society after the collapse of the civil war and use his literature in new classical way. Satire is not his own creation. It is a classical form. But he used this form to help the society to come out of its crises. The clash that happened between the two families in the rape of the lock was treated smartly by this rational man. He wanted to say that such incidents are silly enough to be despised, criticized, and satirized in an ironical way to describe enmity between two families in one society. We should understand and forgive each other more than this. We have more important issues to deal with. So the title is the rape of the lock, it is about another raping; which is England's raping of the others' wealth. So it has another mirror. There are two levels of meaning in satire. These two levels of meaning are enhanced by building such an epic by using regular events using elevated language. 
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· The characteristics of the age of reason.

· What is meant by satire? 
· What is a satire written in mock heroic epic?

· It is called epic because it is a long poem written in elevated language which deals with silly and trivial subject matter but in fact it is not trivial. It goes beyond that. It is not the rape of the ladies lock, it is England raping other countries. It is heroic because the approach is heroic and the language is elevated. There is clear reference to England. He was satirizing England. 
· We will take a part in which you can trance very clearly the difference between the elevated language and the trivial subject matter.

· The poet himself suffered a lot during his life. He was dismissed from university and not allowed to attend certain university. He was self-educated so he is aware of the difficulty of mixing with society. He suffered a lot so when he is criticizing the society he is taling about a personal experience. 
"And now, unveil'd, the Toilet stands display'd,
Each Silver Vase in mystic Order laid.
First, rob'd in White, the Nymph intent adores
With Head uncover'd, the cosmetic Pow'rs.
A heav'nly Image in the Glass appears,
To that she bends, to that her Eyes she rears;
Th' inferior Priestess, at her Altar's side,
Trembling, begins the sacred Rites of Pride.
Unnumber'd Treasures ope at once, and here
The various Off'rings of the World appear;
From each she nicely culls with curious Toil,
And decks the Goddess with the glitt'ring Spoil.
This Casket India's glowing Gems unlocks,
And all Arabia breathes from yonder Box.

The Tortoise here and Elephant unite,
Transform'd to Combs, the speckled and the white.
Here Files of Pins extend their shining Rows,
Puffs, Powders, Patches, Bibles, Billet-doux.
Now awful Beauty puts on all its Arms;
The Fair each moment rises in her Charms,
Repairs her Smiles, awakens ev'ry Grace,
And calls forth all the Wonders of her Face;
Sees by Degrees a purer Blush arise,
And keener Lightnings quicken in her Eyes.

· In stanza one, he is describing the place where Arabella is sitting and the action she is taking. She is sitting on her cosmetic table which is being described as an altar ( a sacred place in the church). She is sitting there with her head uncovered which means that she is showing respect. In the England if they want to show respect they take off their hat or head cover. She was attended by her maid who was behind her trembling as if some serious action being taken there. She was to make sure that everything is going ok. Such trivial activity as putting make up is described as serious action taken in a sacred way. He is speaking about two things should be done by people; either to try to make themselves more spiritual or more beautiful. And that lady was trying to make herself more beautiful. But she is forgetting about her spirit and inner beauty. There is not even a bright in her eyes. The society cares about the appearance. This is the hypocrisy of the society. Ladies should not get a chance to marry only because they are beautiful in the outside. He is attacking and satirizing the attitudes of the society when it comes to ladies issues. 

The description of cosmetics on her table:

· "Each Silver Vase in mystic Order laid." So she was surrounded with silver vases. She was wearing her gown which was white to give her a white appearance and sitting in this silver vase arranged in a mystic order. 

First, rob'd in White, the Nymph intent adores
With Head uncover'd, the cosmetic Pow'rs.

· She is a worshiper of this place. The cosmetic Pow'rs is not a real power. It is cosmetic power. 

A heav'nly Image in the Glass appears,

· The glass is the mirror and the image is she herself surrounds with these silver vase and all these cosmetic powers are protecting her to fight other women, men will, etc. 

To that she bends

· She is approaching and bends making sure that everything is in its place. She is not presented as taking care of reading. And also she is treating Bibles which are, to her, equal to letters from her beloved arranged in the same table, which means that they are only part of her beauty aims rather than spiritual aims. 
To that she bends, to that her Eyes she rears;
Th' inferior Priestess, at her Altar's side,

· He is describing an altar, a sacred place. It is as if this lady is a nymph and behind her an inferior priestess. The description gives the sense that we're in a church and the act being taken is a sacred one.

Trembling, begins the sacred Rites of Pride.

· The inferior priestess and the maid were trembling as if they are making a sacrifice for God or making a sacred action. 

Unnumber'd Treasures

· As if they started the rituals. The language used here is used usually to describe scarify action taken in the church. But here he is using this language to describe a trivial action taken in her room. So the same can be applied on the church. When we use such highly elevated language to describe a trivial thing, we're mocking something. When the writer describe this lady as a nymph, and the maid as a priestess, and the room as an altar then they began their sacred rituals.
begins the sacred Rites of Pride.

· These rituals are of pride. He also calls the tools of cosmetics "treasures". This is satirical.

The various Off'rings of the World appear;
· These are not "offerings", they were taken by force. He did not say that these treasures arranged on her table are taken by force (raped). He said "offerings" as if other countries gave these things willingly. 

all the offerings of the world
From each she nicely culls with curious Toil,
· "she" refers to Arabella and England. When it comes to raping, he is speaking about England stealing the treasures of the colonized countries. 

And decks the Goddess with the glitt'ring Spoil.
· So glitter is being gathered and given to her "as if she were a goddess"


This Casket India's glowing Gems unlocks,
It is the stolen treasures of India. 
And all Arabia breathes from yonder Box.

The Arabian perfumes. 

The Tortoise here and Elephant unite,
Transform'd to Combs, the speckled and the white.

· The tortoise and the elephant are united here. So, they are stealing other countries' treasures for trivial reasons. 


Here Files of Pins extend their shining Rows,
Puffs, Powders, Patches, Bibles, Billet-doux.

· This is an interesting image. The pins are arranged on her table  ready to move in order one after another to win the beauty for her. These pins are described like soldiers in a battlefield. He is mocking the indifference of the ladies of that age to serious issues and their indulging totally in their silly interests. "Shining Rows" is like a soldier shining in the march to be respected by the generals and to be sent to his mission. These "rows" are other kings. The scene is as if it is a battlefield. The “bibles” is the spiritual side of society. “Billet-doux” is a box with certain ornamentation. So, the Bible is laying there without a box and the letter of her beloved is being kept in the Billet-doux as something very dear. 
· So, in this part, we have the description of the puffs, powders and patches but suddenly we are shocked with the presence of the Bible among these things. Here, he is hitting one quality of the society which is being indifferent to the Bible, to the spiritual side in their life. And besides, the letters of her beloved are kept in a box like valuable like Bible. 
Now awful Beauty puts on all its Arms;
The Fair each moment rises in her Charms,
· The “awful Beauty” puts “all its Arms” on her beauty. All these army are fulfilling their duty. He is speaking ironically, so when he says “awful Beauty” means she is very beauty. It is not “fair”, she is getting dull covering her inner beauty. She is working on the outer beauty or the physical beauty on the expense of the inner beauty.  
Repairs her Smiles, awakens ev'ry Grace,
· So, nothing is natural. Her beauty is artificial and even her smile is as such. 
· Which kind of grace “awakens ev'ry Grace”?? The word ‘grace’ is not proper in this place but it is used to mock the society of England. It is an irony. It is an ironically way of speaking of her beauty. “awakens” – every piece of cosmetic being put on her face gradually showing only the beauty in artificial physical way. 
And calls forth all the Wonders of her Face;
· Her face shows all the colors. Her smile is not natural and artificial, also the colors on her face are artificial. 
Sees by Degrees a purer Blush arise,
· It is not a blush of natural beauty. It is the intention or it is the effort of such artificial society imposed upon ladies because ladies can hunt husband only through artificiality. “Sees by Degrees” = step by step. The purer blush that arrived gradually on her face is covering gradually another beauty that should be there. 
And keener Lightnings quicken in her Eyes.
· It is the lightening of being bright. The word “keener” does not sound spontaneous and it is not natural but it is used to show that she is caring very much and skillful in putting her makeup. 
In the two stanzas:

· The language is an elevated language to describe sacred activity in a sacred place. 
· He started with a kind of exposition of the setting. 
· So, we have settings and characters. Here we are in front of two characters but all in all, the poem deals with a lot of characters who are Arabella and her surroundings. 

· You can find the heroic mocking in the following two lines:
And now, unveil'd, the Toilet stands display'd,
Each Silver Vase in mystic Order laid.
· What is the significance of these two lines? It is the mockery. It is the mocking and satirical sense of the poem. In these two lines, we have the satirical face of the poem. Then after these two lines, we have the satirical description of the place. He is just mocking and not speaking seriously, and we are sure of that because he is describing trivial actions and using high elevated language. 
Satire moves from these ladies activities and interest to move into a wider range of satire that is England itself. There are two levels of meaning, one is limited meaning of the young lady and the other is wider meaning in which he is referring to England invading other countries and being a colonial power at that time. 
We making confess also that England at that time was threatening environment such as killing animals just to make coats for ladies. 
Speaking of goddess is referring to two things: 

· It is a reference to the female that raise a war between two families.

· It is a reference to England that treat other countries as being superior as being the goddess who is looking to other countries from superior position. 

Pope is trying to make the reader to understand the society in which he live and the situation of England at that time. The way to forget about the artificial bright, people needs for a kind of tolerance and modesty and respecting others. 
He is mocking even the army at that time. Army was used by England in fighting other countries. 
So, it is the matter of beautifying not beatifying. It is the matter of taking or dealing with the superior and inferior power. 
So, all these were presented to the reader through clear way or interesting images. 
The last few lines speaking of her awful beauty is a direct social facts and a direct social values at that time. For example, the trivialities of ladies, the superficiality of the society, hypocrisy, double standard and shallowness.  
So, Pope wrote this beautiful piece in which he criticized and exposed the society and the country to attack his age socially and politically. To deal with the double standard with which England was treating other countries and attacking the superficiality and the triviality of his society. The society with such activities will never be able to help England to correct its treatment or to show its decency when dealing with other countries; with the colonized countries. 
Away from the language used, this poem is an epic because it is a long poem and its style is an epic. It is like a story that deals with England issues and part of the history of the nation. It is a story that has settings, events and characters. 

It is a mock heroic epic. Mock because it is a satire and because of the trivial subject. Heroic because of the style and the high elevated language. Epic because it is a long poem written in elevated language and dealing with or treating national issues of the nation. 
End of Lecture …
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