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Poetry (1)


Renaissance
· This period is called Renaissance (عصر النهضة) because it was a bridge between the Middle age and the Modern age. 
· There were historical, intellectual, social and political background for that has an effect on literature. The renaissance movement started in Italy and then moved to England. The language was Latin. There was also printing press (الطباعة) to develop publishing (النشر) and education. 
· For the scientific or intellectual background, Christopher Columbus discovered (أكتشف) the new world. 


· English literature of Renaissance started from 1500 to 1540 which means it was during the sixteenth century. Before the sixteenth century, England and Europe were living in the dark ages; there was no education, there was no freedom as everything was controlled by the church – and the church at that time was all under the authority (سُلطة) of Catholic Church in Rome, they were controlling people’s political theme in Europe. They were against science believing that all scientific experiments (تجارب علمية) are a work of magic to the extent that scientists were burned alive (يحرقون احياء). They were in dark ages because they were not educated and education was not available (مُتاح) for them. 
· Before the dark ages, there were many civilizations (حضارات) like the Roman (الرومان) and Greek (الاغريق) civilization. 
· With the coming of the sixteenth century, there was another breath came to the English or the European life, it is called Renaissance. In English language “Renaissance” means revival (إحياء); they were bringing into life all the Greek and Roman civilization, knowledge and philosophy again. For a new beginning of education or knowledge, they have to depend on something but on the dark ages there were nothing to depend on, so they returned back to the Roman and Greek civilization to depend on. That is why the Latin language became important as all the Greek and Roman civilization was written in Latin. So, that is why Latin was a priority for education in Europe at that time. 
· The Renaissance kept till 1540 because 1540 as the beginning of the Civil War (حرب أهلية) in England. 
· During the Renaissance time, many Kings and Queens came to the throne (العرش) in England. 
· After the civil war which lasts for 40 years, the industrial revolution (الثورة الصناعية) overwhelmed (أجتاحت) all Europe and England in particular and Modern Age started. The Modern Age was the age of science while before Renaissance there were the age of Darkness, that is why Renaissance was called the bridge between both.

What does the word Renaissance means?
· Renaissance (عصر النهضة) means revival (إحياء) or rebirth. What was reborn was the Classical learning. This classical learning refers to the Geek and Romans and it was last in the Dark Age but now during the Renaissance, they were recovered (تم استعادته) through the labor or effort (الجهد) of the educated people mainly Italian who called themselves Humanists because they were recovering knowledge which was censored on humans and their experience. 

· During the Dark Ages, the censor was not on human beings or the individual. The individual was not important, what was so important was society as a whole and the church that all has to obey. So, the individual reason and the individual need were not important to them. 

· So, they called themselves humanists referring to human beings. Human beings and their experience are now the censor of concern and the censor of interest. So, the Humanism movement appeared.

Humanism:-
· Humanism is the Renaissance intellectual (فكري) and artistic (أدبي - فني) movement triggered (أثارها) by ‘rediscovery’ of classical Greek and Roman language, culture and literature. Humanists emphasized human culture, reason, learning, art, and education as a means of improving humanity.
· So, it was not only the church and religion, they had also culture and reason. At that time, they were not even printing the Bible (الانجيل) because they have to go to the church and the churchmen are responsible to give people the Bible. 
· They were emphasizing art and education as a mean of improving humanity. They exalted (giving great value) the dignity (كرامة) of man (الإنسان) and emphasized present life as a worthwhile focus for art, poetry and literature. These were not found in the Dark Ages that is why there was no literature during the Dark Age; the literature during the Dark Age was concerned only with some writings about the Christ and singing in the church. But now during Renaissance, they were focusing on art, poetry and literature. 
· This attitude contrasted (تتعارض) sharply with the late Medieval (Middle Ages) emphasis on the sinful, bestial aspects of humanity. In the Dark Ages, they were only focusing on man as a sinful person (إنسان خطاء). The churchmen are the good people (الصالحين) and all other people are evil and people. 
· “which called for treating the present life as a cesspool of temporary evil that humans must reject through ascetic practices in preparation for the afterlife”. They were always preoccupied with man as his soul is imprisoned in a sinful body. They have ignored the present life because this present life is full of sins, and man has to think only of life after death and his purification. 

· So, this is humanism, that life has a beautiful face that people has to enjoy. It is one of the Classical ways of thinking. 
 

Reformation:- (الاصلاح)
·  The Reformation began as an attempt to reform the Roman Catholic Church. With the revival of the classical kind of philosophy and thinking, people started to realize that the church must controlling everything and controlling the reason of the people, and forbidding them from education and learning. 
· Martin Luther is a clergy man which means he belongs to the church, he wrote 96 poems against the church to be reformed or changed and hanged them on the wall of biggest church in London. Of course many people think the same but he is the only one who dared to do so. It was a kind of revolution asking for reformation of the Catholic Church. So, it starts as a religious one only to reform the Catholic Church but this Reformation movement ended to create a new sect in Christianity which is Protestantism. 
· They were not against the church. It was a reforming kind of revolt, as they obey the Catholic Church but they were against things and they wanted them to be change and reform but what happened is that the church refused but the revolution was stronger. 

What were the causes of this change from Catholic to Protestant:-
· There were two causes, one was political and the other was religious. 
· The religious was the 95 theses questioning indulgence and authority of the Catholic Church nailed by the disillusionment (خيبة الامل) of Martin Luther in Wittenberg and it is called the Reformation Revolution. So, one cause was religious to reform the church, and as usual other people took advantage from that namely the politicians. 
· The political reason; King Henry VII took over the throne from another family and he started the Tudor family. He got married with one of the princess and he gave birth to a daughter; and daughters in the English throne were not ruling at all and he needed a male heir (ولي العهد) and he wanted to marry again. He fell in love with one called Anne Boleyn and he wanted to marry her but of course in Catholic Church, they forbid divorce and another marriage. But Henry asked the Pope relying on his authority as a king and being above all, but because of politics again and his wife was a relative (أحد اقارب) of one of the kings of France who was also a relative to the Pope of Rome, they refused his demand. This is why he wanted to revolt against the Catholic Church. He married Anne Boleyn and he stepped from the authority of the Pope. And the king put himself on the head of the church in England; so he became the head of the political authority as a king and the head of the religious authority as a head of the church. So, the king became the ultimate authority (السلطة مطلقة). 

The social structure in England:-
· First it was a part of the chain of being. Chain of Being is the idea that everything in universe is connected together in order of perfection with God at the top of the chain. This means that they took this model of the chain of being in order to have the order in the society. 
· A model of the order and hierarchical form. On top is the king; in the family on top is the father, the doctrine of the divine (إلاهي) right of the king. 
· Because of the Catholic Church, they doubt with authority in this way. They believed that the Pope takes the authority from God on heaven and the Pope give some of his authority to the king. This is why the king has divine right. According to them, the king is always right and gives the correct opinion.
· The hierarchy; the king is on the top then came the aristocrats who are the people who own the lands (الاقطاعيين) who support the king in his authority, then came the citizens and the peasants (الفلاحين). 
· At the end of the Renaissance, we come to the discovery of America and the new world and the discovery of the East as well. Then England will become so great and wealthy; will become more rich and gain more authority. 
· Later, educated people will start to take power from the aristocrats. Also, the Industrial Revolution will help the educated people to have more power. 

The political part:-
· As we said, it started by Henry VII who needed a male heir and he started his Tudor in 1485, and then came Henry VIII. 
· Henry VIII announced that he is the extreme head on earth as he now takes the authority from God and there were no Pope in Rome any more. Now he is the Pope of England and the English church and then he was followed by Queen Elizabeth. 
· Queen Elizabeth and her birth ruled England over 30 years. Queen Elizabeth I age was the golden age in England and it was also the golden age of literature. 
· Elizabeth I was so smart and powerful. She was keen to reinforce her     kingdom, first of all she refused to marry and she made her people (شعبها) think that she had married the kingdom. She devoted her life to England. When she took the reign, she was inherited the problems of the other families that took the throne before her. So, she tried to make a kind of compromise between the people in England. 
· There were supporters of the Catholic Church and Supporters of the Protestant and there were also supporters of Martin Luther who called for the church reform (not all the 95 theses were agreed on). So, we have three parties against Elizabeth, so she has to face religious problems as well as political problems. Elizabeth was so smart, in order to make those three parties compromise, she listened to the demands of the Catholics and the demands of the Protestant as well and she tried to make a treaty (معاهدة) and meet half way (حل وسط) between them. Then she came to those who wanted war who were called Puritans (they were calling to purify the Catholic Church) who were very strict and she tried to make a compromise.
· At that time, Spain was having the third great army called Armada. Spain started to prepare its naval force (القوات البحرية) in order to invade England. England also started to prepare its naval force and what happened is that Armada destroyed in the sea before arriving England because of the very severe wind. So, without fighting, England won the war. When people heard about that, they said that God is the Queen Elizabeth and saved us from Armada! This is why they great her more and more, and they started to care more about their country. They started to have this nationalism and love their own identity (الهوية) as English people. 
· After Christopher Columbus has discovered the new world, the naval force of England went to the new world and started to have many colonies there and started to be a big force in the world. After that was the death of Queen Elizabeth. 

· This historical background shows that there was a good period of peace and superiority and a good time of prosperity in England. Prosperity means that people were living in peace (no war), people were not suffering much from social problems and consequently literature flourishes. It was the golden age for literature as the environment was ready for the literary people and writers to write and for people to listen to them. 

· During the time of Elizabeth, we knew Shakespeare and Spenser. During her time we knew the first English epic (ملحمة) was written. During her time, they had translated many Latin and Greek books. 

Intellectual part:-
· We have the invention of printing press. It was the beginning of printing books as books were not hand written any more. The invention of printing press helped literature and helped education as well. 
· Appreciation of education and the discovery of the new world lead to the discovery that the earth is round in shape and rotates around the sun and around itself. Many scientific discoveries were found and changed the way of people’s thinking. Now science is not a taboo and people started to believe in science and discover that some of the Church’s believes towards science were not correct at all. 

What was the relation between art and nature during the Renaissance?
·  The art is whether painting, writing poetry, drama or any thing else related to art. 
· Art is an imitation (محاكاة) of nature. Here again they went back to the classic; to Aristotle (أريستو). Aristotle was a classical thinker and philosopher who believed that art or poetry is an imitation of nature. 
· They started to think of the artificial not as a bad world. Artificial means improving original thing. For example, when a poet describes a flower, the flower is beautiful but he described it in order to give it more beauty through his own imagination. 
· So, Artificial means a concern with improvement by any device (tool) arrangement that gives a human ingenuity and art. This means he concerned with model as they are imitating the Latin and Greek also art imitate something else. “and literary tradition and at the same time with originality”, this means that they believe that they have to imitate something else and at the same time they have to invent originality. They have to imitate and invent at the same time. This is a contradiction that cannot come together, but it can come together as people during the Renaissance had believed that originality does not involve opposition or rejecting the tradition but to learn from the tradition and to lean from the Latin and Greek and to learn from nature when imitates it but emulate and transform it into new thing and if possible make better than it (يتفوق عليها).  
· Originality means to take the tradition and add to it. 

· Sidney belongs to the Renaissance, he defined poetry as Aristotle did; as an imitation of nature. Art is an imitation of nature because they describe nature or human nature. But he linked imitation to his view. Sidney’s view is that the poet is a maker (مبدع). The poet imitates not the nature we see but the nature he imagines.  


Revival of the classic:-
· The Model they were following are Homer (هوميروس) and Vergil for Epic, Socrates for Pastoral and Seneca for tragedy. 



The major genre of Renaissance poetry:-
Page 140:
· Genre: is a French term for a ‘type’ or ‘class’. A literary genre is a type of literature that has a certain characteristics that we cannot mix it with another genre. For example, when we say that Lyric is a genre, we cannot mix it with or cannot be mistaken by Pastoral or Epic. 
· Lyric is a kind of poetry that is short not more than 20 lines. It is usually written as a song. The word ‘Lyric’ is taken from an old Latin word because usually it comes with the lyre (القيثارة). It is too personal because it is a song and describes feelings and it discusses one topic mainly. 
· Pastoral means the poem that deals with the county life, nature and it celebrates that life of the peasants and the farmers and against the complicated life of the city. Pastoral go back to the Greek and Latin literature. It deals with the life of the peasants and the life of the shepherds. England at a period of time was depending on shepherd. The aristocrats owned the lands and they were having shepherds to raise their cattle and they were celebrating the life of the shepherd than the life of the city in London. 
· Epic (ملحمة) is a very long narrative poem and usually deals with supernatural elements. It started to be oral kind of literature inherited by generations (تتناقله الاجيال) and started to be written later. The first English Epic people studied was The Faerie Queene by Edmund Spenser. 
· Satire was the fourth type of literature flourish during the Renaissance but it is not mainly poetic. It was mainly written in prose. Satire means to criticize a certain person or certain element in person or in society. It can be satirizing certain traditions. 

In our course, we are going to study Lyric; we will have an example of Pastoral and the example of Epic. 

· Lyric is divided into many types also. The most famous type of lyric which flourish during the Renaissance is the sonnet. 
· The sonnet is a word taken from Latin. Sonnet is flourished in Italy first and the first one who made it popular in Italy was called Petrarch. He said that the Renaissance literary men or poets were imitating what was going on in Italy and imitating the classics. Petrarch did not invent the sonnet as it was found before him but Petrarch during the 15th century was very famous in writing this type of poetry and this is why he translated it into English and he was very clever in translating them and keep the form. 
· The sonnet is divided into the Petrarchan sonnet and the Shakespearean sonnet. We will start with the Petrarchan sonnet.


Sir Thomas Wyatt:-
· He was born in 1503 which means he was born with the beginning of the Renaissance and died in 1542. He died early as he was so young, 39 years old. He died before Queen Elizabeth was so strong in her throne. 
· Most of his sonnets were translated from Latin.

· How to read a poem: first read to realize the general meaning

	[image: M]Y galley chargèd with forgetfulness
Thorough2 sharp seas, in winter nights doth pass
'Tween rock and rock; and eke3 mine enemy, alas,
That is my lord, steereth with cruelness,
And every oar a thought in readiness,
As though that death were light in such a case.4
An endless wind doth tear the sail apace
Of forcèd sighs and trusty fearfulness.5
A rain of tears, a cloud of dark disdain,
Hath done the wearied cords great hinderance;
Wreathèd with error and eke with ignorance.
The stars be hid that led me to this pain.
Drownèd is reason that should me consort,6
And I remain despairing of the port.


·  The general idea of the poem; it is a sad experience.

· How to read a poem: second read the poem again and underline the difficult words.
· Galley: a small ship. 
· Charged: full of
· Forgetfulness: نسيان
· Doth: the old form of ‘does’

** “Thorough2 sharp seas, in winter nights doth pass” the image here is that he is passing by difficult time. He is suffering from forgetfulness and was sailing in rough sea during winter night where there were no stars or moon. 

· How to read a poem: third read the poem again after looking up the words in the dictionary to understand the lines and the expressions in order to reach the full meaning of the poem.  
· Then read for forth time to enjoy the poem and then read for the fifth time to enjoy the choice of expressions and read for the six time to enjoy the music and then read for the seventh time to understand the theme of the poem. 
End of Lecture …
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