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The Hijaz Shortly before
Islam
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The Hijaz Shortly before Islam

The Hijaz refers to the mountains
separating Najd, Eastern Plateau of
Arabia and Tihama, the low laying
costal Area in the West. However, the
term Hijaz is popularly understood to
include Tihama as well. So in this
comprehensive sense, Hijaz refers to the
entire western region of Arabian
Peninsula.
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This region enjoyed an immense
economic importance in ancient
times, being a central artery of
international trade between east and
west. In addition, the Hijaz was also
important from the military point of
view, since it was a bridge connecting
Syria, the Mediterranean basin, Yemen
and the Indian Ocean by the way of
the Red Sea.
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« The Hijaz also enjoyed immense
significance from the religious

oint of view. For it was there
hat monotheistic religion and
paganism met, an it is
undoubtedly true that such
contact between the various
religions  was of great
importance both before and at
the appearance of Islam.
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* The great importance of the
Hijaz in Arabian life was made
manifest towards the end of
the sixth century A.D., when
the Arabian Kingdoms on the
borders of Peninsula
collapsed  under foreign
influence.
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Only Najd and Hijaz remained untouched
by any outside powers and it was
therefore natural that those two regions
should become a refuge of Arab
nationalism, which began to express itself
in the revolts led by the Arabs against all
forms of foreign intervention. No state
arose in Hijaz or Najd.
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Rather authority was in the hands of
independent tribes, which were content
to manage their own affairs and
struggle to preserve their freedom.
However, the importance of the Hijaz
lies not in its desert areas, but rather in
its cities, the most important of which
were Makka and Madina.
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» Makka with its Haram, its market
places and its trading caravans was
a unifying factor for the dependant
tribes. In addition, a unified tongue
was spoken in the fairs, which took
place in Makka regions as well
during the pilgrimage season.
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* This resulted in the establishment of a
common ground among the Arabs
and was a major step forward in the
realisation of Arab unity, which was
completed after the appearance of
Islam.
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* Yathrib, because of its economic
circumstances and population
characteristics was prepared to
become springboard of Islam and the
capital of the Islamic state founded
by the Prophet.
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* MECCAN TRADE AND THE RISE OF
ISLAM
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