SHAKESPEARE
                                       LECTURE ONE 

There are two main themes which are common in Shakespeare's plays:
1. Classicalism versus humanism 
2. Order versus disorder
Classicalism versus humanism :
Aristotle in his poetics  says that philosophy is better than art and history , Aristotle also says that one reaches truth through deduction           ex: hamlet took long time in recommending matters.
People should take things or rules for granted without questioning them then they built their own assumptions on them. This way of thinking spread in the classical period and made people narrow minded.
In the 16th c humanists rejected deduction and adapted the theory of induction نظرية الاستقراء         which is anti Aristotelian .
The humanist Sir Francis Bacon, says that one should suspect the given result , then performs one's own experiments to reach truth. So, skepticism became a virtue not a sin.
Scientists keep questioning matters and take nothing for granted. Ex: mousses had an advanced way of thinking ,and the 16th c is the rebirth of the classical and humanist features, and Shakespeare is considered a humanist.
Renaissance humanism means, the combination of the past and present in the 16th c literature


humanists like William Shakespeare refers to the classics and medieval ideas in his place. they also reflect the new spirit of the age. this new spirit is shown in the thought of certain philosophers like sir Francis bacon,  Desiderius Erasmus, Nicola Machiavelli. 
sir Francis bacon advices scientists to avoid the four idols:
(cave-tribe-market-theater( 
cave:
one should not be deceived by illusion (the shadows in the cave(
 
tribe:
one should not follow all traditions without questioning themمثل ختان البنات
 
market :
one should not listen to rumors 
 
  theater:
one should be himself and not get identified with any leader
 
so sir Francis bacon ought to say that scientific researcher should do his best to seek truth


 Desiderius Erasmus : 

he was catholic. he made reformations in Catholicism. he rejected the idea of predestination that makes man helpless.
he called people to adopt a liberal thought and belief in mans free will and power
 
the Italian Machiavelli he wrote his book the prince to advice an Italian prince to gain power and wealth by fooling his people, bribing the government men and working secretly for his own self interest. he tells the prince that the end justifies the means. according to Machiavelli  materialism is justified and not regarded as a vice.
 
William Shakespeare applied what Aristotle said about tragedy William Shakespeare got a serious plot in hamlet. he wrote a tragedy of revenge and is influenced by the roman tragedian Seneca. like Seneca a- he involves death, bloodletting, horror, ghost, and feigned madness.
like Seneca he also composed  b -a play of five acts that is full of soliloquies and asides. 
William Shakespeare like the classical write  c - his tragedy in blank verse (five feet with rhythm). William Shakespeare followed  d - a classical dramatic structure : exposition, raising action, climax, falling action, conclusion, and in the middle the concept of a tragic hero.
 
William Shakespeare made hamlet a tragic hero. he mostly agreed with classics in certain points and he differs with them in one point. Aristotle in his poetics mentioned that a tragic hero must be a semi-god or a superman. Aristotle said also that a tragic hero must be of high social status (hamlet is a prince) to effect the audience. the tragic hero must bear internal or external conflicts. he must also be dominated by hamartia which is a tragic flaw in the character. (excess of a certain trade in the character that effect him like over ambitious Macbeth) this tragic flaw leads to his downfall at the end.

           
