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On "A Curse For A Nation" by Elizabeth Browning:

She is imagining an angel and she is saying you are right and the "!" means she is desperate to have something transformed. In her poem she is discussing the slavery and child abuse and women abuse in this society. This is all that she speaks about in her poem. Same like Dover Beach in which the poet wanted to involve the audience and make him alert and not get the poem to be dull. 

Go, wherever ill deeds shall be done,
Go, plant your flag in the sun
Beside the ill-doers!
And recoil from clenching the curse
Of God's witnessing Universe
With a curse of yours.
This is the curse. Write.


The curse and the words next are her tactics to involve the audience. Her heart is burning with these evils and she want them being rid off and we see how her poem if full of emotions.
In the stanza we know how was the occupation in the Austrian empire and she criticizes the hypocrite of the life she is living in at that society and how people say something and do something else.
Ye shall watch while kings conspire
Round the people's smouldering fire,
And, warm for your part,
Shall never dare -- O shame!
To utter the thought into flame
Which burns at your heart.
This is the curse. Write.


Her heart is burning with the evils full the world and she want these evils gone from the world. In all the stanza she spoke how the take over the Austrian empire and she spoke how people live in hypocrisy. She hates hypocrisy of this society. She is cursing them for that. She is cursing them for their bad behaviors of hypocrisy. When you curse someone, it means she is helpless and cannot stop this so she turns to god to do something. 
This author attack what England ran into and she tells them it is not god's will but it's your behaviors because god did not tell us to practice slavery and Childs approach and abuse women. This is the hypocrisy she spoke of. She involved an angel to write to make her poem more effective. The most painful part is how they do wrong and say it is god's will and that’s what the whole poem is about. It's about hypocrisy and how people say things and relate it to god.
Robert browning is a romantic poet. He is the husband of Elizabeth browning. He wrote "my last duchess". The poem at some extension is in a Victorian way. We will study this poem my last duchess which is a dramatic monologue in which he speak like an actor on a stage. The dramatic monologue is a device used by the poet to make his words more effective. The poem speaks about a duke who's wife died and he had a portrait of her. Through the  monologue we will get the attitude of this age and how life was. The duke killed his wife because he suspect her loyalty. Women at that age were treated like objects not human beings. They were to be controlled by men and this duke felt he lost control over her so he got her killed and kept her portrait and he has no regret on that crime. 

Homework for next time …  a presentation on my last duchess for Robert browning.


