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On "My Last Duchess" by Robert Browning:

We covered an introduction to the dramatic monologue. The dramatic monologue and its significance to Victorians in general? How Victorian writers used this device or the dramatic monologue to enhance his themes and have a better approach to the subject matter and what's the subject matter in this poem? And will the poem be the same without this subject matter? 

What is the dramatic monologue?
It is a theatrical performance for the poet when he presents his poem. Theatrical because there is a speaker with the attitude of having audiences whether there are audiences or not but the attitude of how he speaks and the tone of his voice is theatrical which means as if he is on a stage of theatre.

Why did he use dramatic monologue in his subject matter on this poem?
Here the speaker must be suffering of a conflict and when it comes to the word inner conflict then the stream of consciousness is there and the best poetic device to deal with such a situation is the dramatic monologue. 

Sometimes certain subject matters cannot be explained unless with such approach. Subject matter was to be hard to be covered except with the dramatic monologue and that goes to the poem itself and what is it about. The theme of the poem is what led the poet to use this device in this poem.
The poet who is the duke of Ferrara is describing his relation with his ex-wife. The poet is describing what happened with his ex-wife and his relationship with her. It was a time of struggling than a time of marriage and love. 

In this poem the poet used a character of the 16th century Italian duke. It is the first step to understand the intention of the speaker in keeping a distance from the character he really is. He does not want people to identify the poet with the speaker and that’s normal with someone like Browning who deserted his country and lived in Italy with his wife to avoid whatever they been through in their home country. In Italy, they practiced their literal activity without being under the focus of their own society. That’s what Elizabeth Browning did when she wrote "A Curse For a Nation".
"A Curse For a Nation" is written from a distance from Italy cursing her own nation in England criticizing what happened there.
Browning is writing about the duke from the 16th century to achieve some detachment and making use of the freedom given to him through both the distance between him and the character of the duke, and the distance from England because he is in Italy. 
We will find he is not talking specific but he is talking general about men and how they treat their wives and he want to be free from everything against the country so that he can criticize issues that look bad in the English society. He wanted to achieve a detachment of an English person who came from the Victorian life in England. When he deserted the country he is not trying just to escape with his wife  just to go somewhere else for the purpose of travelling but because he could not live in England and he wanted to be safe and that’s why also he used the cover of the duke's character. He wants to be away from the social and critical attacks or assaults on him if he was to be in England.
He spoke of the struggle between a character and his wife. Setting here is dramatic because we have a palace which is a companied by a visitor. In the entrance of the palace there are portraits on the wall. When he reached to one of them he stopped and started to speak and say his monologue in which he speak alone as if there are listeners if not the audience around then the reader is the audience. Bottom line he is speaking with an audience in mind. He speaks in a dialogue with someone who is supposed to be listening who is the visitor who later is found out to be planning on the new marriage in this palace.
This portrait is of his ex-wife and in this poem he speaks of his personality and the dramatic monologue is important to read the poem and analyze it. Through his word voice way of speaking we find that we can trace his inner character and know the way he thinks. We know he is a character who is interested in bossing around others and we will find this true by the end of the poem when he was referring to everything even the ex-wife as a property.
This speaks of an important issue or part of his character. He is a dominating man who like to own things and that’s why too much (I) in his words. Also when he is describing the portrait and why is it being curtained and him saying that he is the only one to remove this curtain. He cover the portrait then he removed the curtain and spoke because this portrait means a lot to him and because he wants to emphasis to the listener his authority as a husband and the little lady who was young and beautiful but stubborn and hard to deal with.
He mentioned how she is in the first few lines. He described her as being disloyalty, lack of confidence, shallow character and he referred to her inability to evaluate the blessing she received by being with him or having such a chance of marrying that duke. He is dealing with people who are equal to him which is a reference to his own high self steam because we find the ego in this poem is very high. 
Seems that there was a difference or a gab of ages because she looks young and uncontrollable and stubborn. Both of the characters the male and the female to the Victorian age are typical because she is a typical 19th century and the duke of 16th century. This is the point that when we are choosing characters of different centuries then we are implying what's happening now which is the misuse of authority. 
In this poem he is indirect but he is also clear when we look at the inner points which is the political point which is a rebel on her people like how Browning's wife did in her way of fighting for women rights in freedom and education and being treated well.
So, the lady he is suffering from and whenever he gave orders and she never listen is one of the Victorian age women. He is not choosing a character of his time so that he can avoid the attack by using another old character.
This is the historical space that gave him a space to move in freely without any attacks. A space to say whatever he want without pointing fingers. He used dramatic monologue and gave us a chance to get so close to the character he is describing.
He is speaking of male and female relationships at the Victorian age while he is using different ages for the husband and the wife. That’s how he reached the flow of emotions. The way he speaks is a mean to analyze his character. 

That's my last Duchess painted on the wall,
Looking as if she were alive. I call
That piece a wonder, now: Frà Pandolf's hands
Worked busily a day, and there she stands.
Will't please you sit and look at her? I said
"Frà Pandolf" by design, for never read
Strangers like you that pictured countenance,
The depth and passion of its earnest glance,
But to myselfthey turned (since none puts by
The curtain I have drawn for you, but I)                      10
And seemed as they would ask me, if they durst,
How such a glance came there; so, not the first
Are you to turn and ask thus. Sir, 'twas not
Her husband's presence only, called that spot
Of joy into the Duchess' cheek: perhaps
Frà Pandolf chanced to say "Her mantle laps
Over my Lady's wrist too much," or "Paint
Must never hope to reproduce the faint
Half-flush that dies along her throat": such stuff
Was courtesy, she thought, and cause enough	               20
For calling up that spot of joy. She had
A heart — how shall I say? — too soon made glad,
Too easily impressed; she liked whate'er
She looked on, and her looks went everywhere.
Sir, 'twas all one! My favour at her breast,
The dropping of the daylight in the West,
The bough of cherries some officious fool
Broke in the orchard for her, the white mule
She rode with round the terrace — all and each
Would draw from her alike the approving speech,          30
Or blush, at least. She thanked men, — good! but thanked
Somehow — I know not how — as if she ranked
My gift of a nine-hundred-years-old name
With anybody's gift. Who'd stoop to blame
This sort of trifling? Even had you skill
In speech — (which I have not) — to make your will
Quite clear to such an one, and say, "Just this
Or that in you disgusts me; here you miss,
Or there exceed the mark" — and if she let
Herself be lessoned so, nor plainly set                             	40
Her wits to yours, forsooth, and made excuse,
--E'en then would be some stooping, and I choose
Never to stoop. Oh sir, she smiled, no doubt,
Whene'er I passed her; but who passed without
Much the same smile? This grew; I gave commands;
Then all smiles stopped together. There she stands
As if alive. Will't please you rise? We'll meet
The company below, then. I repeat,
The Count your master's known munificence
Is ample warrant that no just pretence               	                50
Of mine for dowry will be disallowed;
Though his fair daughter's self, as I avowed
At starting, is my object. Nay, we'll go
Together down, sir. Notice Neptune, though,
Taming a sea-horse, thought a rarity,




She is being imprisoned by his authority and locked up on the wall. He is speaking about Italy in the 16th century when this fine art was on its top. He describe how she looks alive in this portrait. "wonder" means how he admire the piece of art and the lady in it. Pandolf is the portrayer or the artist who wrote this portrait and he draw it in one day and the lady kept standing for one full day and that shows the authority of the duke. 
This portrait was drawn when she was alive so he is copying reality and that reflect the painting art in the Italian culture. He is describing the process of painting this lady and how he got her portrait painted when she was alive. He is speaking to this visitor and explaining how this process happened.
Then after telling how this portrait was drawn, he switched to showing his authority to how this portrait was a part of his properties and he was the only one to see it because he is the only one to remove the curtain and see it. 
Then he starts speaking about her behavior and with accusations of her being so much at ease whenever there are strangers and he cannot control her or stop her behaviors. He got her painted and then stopped to control her from being exposed to others and he started insulting her by saying she was at ease in the presence of others.
"Half-flush" means that she was not fainted or she did died as a result of her fault. She had a heart to do anything and she liked whatever she look at and was always happy. She always liked to be praised by others. He wants to say that she is an easy goal which is a real insult to a female which means that he does not trust her. She is easy to be seduced. 
Whatever he presented to her is equal to anything out of his property or out of his life. So it was not important whatever he gave to her. She easily praise others even in front of him. He is jealous and through his own words we knew his inner character. He is insulting his wife to a stranger which means he does not trust her. He describes what he presented to her and he is just highly evaluated his blessing and her reactions are not good as he mentioned and her reactions are lacking reality. 
His name came from a high ranked family of descends of dukes in his country and by her actions he is getting insulted and he does not accept that and by that he is justifying himself in what he did. No one can describe how far was an insult to have her in his life or to have how high his name and position and the history of his family. 
He say some of the words he said to her before to control her but it was useless. Even if you are a good speaker she still never understand whatever he wants. He referred to his name and history of his family as a high ranked family of nine centuries descend. There is nothing about love in this poem but it’s a suffering of not being evaluated. What he really cares about is his own position in society and ability to control her and appreciate her presence in his life as a high ranked person. Nothing could stop her or get her to behave well. She never understood him. 
She never follow instructions, she never understood what he wanted, she never run for excuse even when she does something wrong , she is a curse on him. A character like him cannot bear such mistakes and things should be perfect in his world. Things should be suitable to his rank. He was choosing whether to keep or get rid of her. 
Then he comments on her smile when he passed because he said she smiled to everyone else. All what she is doing is being inappreciative of her. She is ranking all people as the same even him. 
In this poem he spoke of his relationship with his wife. First his assessment of the kind of relationship he had with her and the suffering he lived. Then, the dramatic speech reachs the climax when he release the fact of how he gave orders and commands that was not followed. That’s why he killed her and that’s the climax of this dramatic monologue. This dramatic monologue implies a dramatic situation where there is a sitting of two persons one is speaking and another is listening and that’s what made it a dialogue. There are events revealed while speaking and these events and the commands have been given then the death of this lady. He dismissed the real lady and instead he got the portrait and that speaks of how a dominant character he is or how he is a dictator. This is about society being traced back to this character. 
Too much speaking about the Victorian age characters and how men are dealing with their female partners. Females are objects for them. For example, here she was not in control and better to replace her with a portrait to silence her and just have her as a part of his possessions or properties on the wall. She is dead and he is having her on a portrait under a curtain and that’s better for him. At the end of this poem he is speaking of other objects in his property and that’s how she became to him just a property and that reflects his character of how a dictator he is and how he want to be in command. 
As a dramatic monologue we are hearing his own point of view and we are not given the chance to her a defense for her that would convince us about the reality and get us to judge because the whole poem is his point of view. He is suffering some mental disability to do such a thing of killing a lady and speaks of the portrait as if he still has her a life but he prefers the portrait more than the life person and that’s something normal to someone who is psychologically disturbed. 
He told this man and now he told us that he got her silenced and she's only alive on the portrait then he want to finish their walk in the palace. He speaks of his preparations for the marriage to another lady. The issue of marriage is a passing by issue in his life. He was suppose to speak about his marriage but when he passed by the objects and the statues he switched to the old story of his ex-wife. Then comes an important piece of lines that show how dictator he is because he says that everything is made and designed for him. 
The key word for his relation with his lady is that she was beyond taming like a sea horse. Sea horse is a soft sea creature moving smoothly and the word horse is to show how powerful and full of live it is. Seems for him that she was a wild horse out of control. It was difficult for him to tame her. Then here he admitted her power as a horse. 
We are suggested and invited to a scene of a sea horse and how powerful and beautiful it is and how it is impossible to tame it. That’s why he killed it. Seems that he was afraid and worried about her ability to show her character and power. That’s why he could not bear her and preferred to leave her and in fact he trapped her on the wall in a portrait.  
Without a dramatic monologue he could not say such a poem and our own approach to the lady was narrow because we could not know the lady away from him and his words. The dramatic monologue is given by one person and his point of view and assessment. So, he is not controlling the lady but through the poem and the use of the dramatic monologue he is controlling the reader but because we can track his inner character we knew he is a disturbed man who killed his wife because he could not controlled her and he confessed the crime he committed against her and he passed this point without noticing. The use of personal pronounce like I and my and me show how is he a possessive character who like to own things including his ex-wife. 
Seems like he prefers to live with silent objects than real people. He liked the portrait more than the real lady. Then he slides to the preparation of a new marriage but he was comfortable enough to confess the crime he committed to his ex-wife to a guest on his house before the wedding. 
What he did against his wife is done to him because he is being trapped in his own character and his own possessions and his high ego that he never got out of and never will. He got trapped inside his own self. 
