PROSE 
                                          LECTURE TWO 
We are going to do a critical analysis on chapters from 1 to 7 in book first , we are going to focus on 2 critical aspects of the novel which are the method of narration and the setting of the novel.
Chapter I
Outside Dorlcote Mill
A wide plain, where the broadening Floss hurries on between its
green banks to the sea, and the loving tide, rushing to meet it,
checks its passage with an impetuous embrace. On this mighty
tide the black ships--laden with the fresh-scented fir-planks, with
rounded sacks of oil-bearing seed, or with the dark glitter of
coal--are borne along to the town of St. Ogg's, which shows its
aged, fluted red roofs and the broad gables of its wharves
between the low wooded hill and the river-brink, tingeing the
water with a soft purple hue under the transient glance of this
February sun.
What does the novelist give us in the 1st chapter??? The novelist gives us a description of the setting and George Eliot does this here .
Notice in the first lines how many details we have , George Eliot is very skillful in her description and other writers read for her looking for this power of description , they wanted to do the same. To write a provincial novel you must do that ,you must give life and spirit to the story you are narrating , which will help the audience to formulate a mental picture of the scene and to help them inter act with the characters and events .
What is the floss in the novel??? It is an imaginary river that is  created by the writer's imagination. It appears in the first words that opens the chapter .
So here we have the lake , the river ,green  banks of the river , there is the sea tide.
We discussed the significance of the title , actually the 1st name that George Eliot gave to this novel was Maggie , like Jane Eyre, like Oliver Twist, but the publisher advised her to put the name we have now, it is highly symbolical ,it indicates the content of the novel. What does mill stands for???
Mill stands for industrialization of the society, new way of life , there is a contrast in the title because mill is old and the Victorian society is moving towards and industrial revolution  .
So the name of the mill is Dorlcote and the name of the town is St. Ogg's  we are starting to formulate a picture of the scene and then we have continuation of setting description concerning time which is February and then we have the description the trees and the nature there.
Far away on each hand stretch the rich pastures,
and the patches of dark earth made ready for the seed of
broad-leaved green crops, or touched already with the tint of the
tender-bladed autumn-sown corn. There is a remnant still of last
year's golden clusters of beehive-ricks rising at intervals beyond
the hedgerows; and everywhere the hedgerows are studded with
trees; the distant ships seem to be lifting their masts and
stretching their red-brown sails close among the branches of the
spreading ash. Just by the red-roofed town the tributary Ripple
flows with a lively current into the Floss. 
tributary Ripple : it is the name of the river connected the floss, right from the first paragraph , we get detailed description of the setting that helps us imagine the setting , this will make us mentally see the action , understand  and react we would be part it .
It seems to me like a
living companion while I wander along the bank, and listen to its
low, placid voice, as to the voice of one who is deaf and loving. I remember those large dipping willows. I remember the stone bridge.

What elements of fiction that appear here???
 Here we have the method of narration, 1st person narration.
What are the benefits and weaknesses of using the method of 1st person narration???
When you have a 1st person narrator it does not allow writers to put in description of what the first person narrator cannot see as witness and that is a benefiting thing, the 1st person narrator is one of the characters so what he/she witnesses is what he see , only action , word , speeches of the characters. The 1st person narrator is not allowed to say that this character felt this and that , he can say ex. Maggie went to the mill and her brother said this to her and so on…
If the narrator wants to deeper in the psychology of his characters and their dreams and motives ,he should have what type of narration??? 
Omniscient : knowing all, this narrator that tells you the motives , feelings and action of the character so this is the third person omniscient narrator gives you.
At the end of the 1st paragraph we see the point of view of the novel, we saw the method of narration we saw the 1st person narrator , you have to understand that narrator does not mean writer .
So many critics found out that the voice in the novel is so much like George Eliot, so in many cases the 1st person narrator is representing the writer , it's like the 2nd self of George Eliot, the things she could not reveal for herself were revealed by this voice.
Before we start I would like to draw your attention to an important word which is remember it is given in the 1st person narrator mode , the past is invoked in the 1st chapter of the novel.
Now I can turn my eyes toward the mill again, and watch the
unresting wheel sending out its diamond jets of water. That little
girl is watching it too; she has been standing on just the same
spot at the edge of the water ever since I paused on the bridge.
And that queer white cur with the brown ear seems to be leaping
and barking in ineffectual remonstrance with the wheel; perhaps
he is jealous because his playfellow in the beaver bonnet is so
rapt in its movement. It is time the little playfellow went in, I
think; and there is a very bright fire to tempt her: the red light
shines out under the deepening gray of the sky. It is time, too, for
me to leave off resting my arms on the cold stone of this
bridge....
Ah, my arms are really benumbed. I have been pressing my
elbows on the arms of my chair, and dreaming that I was standing 
on the bridge in front of Dorlcote Mill, as it looked one
February afternoon many years ago. Before I dozed off, I was
going to tell you what Mr. and Mrs. Tulliver were talking about,
as they sat by the bright fire in the left-hand parlor, on that very
afternoon I have been dreaming of.
As I told the whole story of the Tulliver is going to be given to us as something the narrator has been remembering while she was in the same scene years later from the place that action took place in the story itself. The story of Maggie has happened and the narrator is visiting the place and retelling what happened in the past.
The action starts in ch.2 while ch.1 is only for the description of the setting and showing us the method of narration .
Ch.2 notice the title ,we meet Mr. and Mrs. Tulliver 2 of the major characters in the novel and they are the parents of Maggie Tulliver the protagonist .
Since we are in the middle of England in Warwickshire in particular , where George Eliot has been born and brought up , this is a very accurate description of Warwick and Coventry 2 areas in England in which she moved to and as a young woman she moved to London , but her birth place continued to have its influence on her .
The people here are country people so what language are they going to use??? They are going to use the dialect.
"What I want, you know," said Mr. Tulliver,--"what I want is to
give Tom a good eddication; an eddication as'll be a bread to
him. That was what I was thinking of when I gave notice for him
to leave the academy at Lady-day. I mean to put him to a
downright good school at Midsummer. The two years at th'
academy 'ud ha' done well enough, if I'd meant to make a miller
and farmer of him, for he's had a fine sight more schoolin' nor I
ever got. All the learnin' my father ever paid for was a bit o' birch
at one end and the alphabet at th' other. But I should like Tom to
be a bit of a scholard, so as he might be up to the tricks o' these
fellows as talk fine and write with a flourish. It 'ud be a help to
me wi' these lawsuits, and arbitrations, and things. I wouldn't
make a downright lawyer o' the lad,--I should be sorry for him to
be a raskill,--but a sort o' engineer, or a surveyor, or an
auctioneer and vallyer, like Riley, or one o' them smartish
businesses as are all profits and no outlay, only for a big
watch-chain and a high stool. They're pretty nigh all one, and
they're not far off being even wi' the law, I believe; for Riley
looks Lawyer Wakem i' the face as hard as one cat looks another.
He's none frightened at him."
Notice the language not only we have the change of pronunciation but also we have wrong grammar .
Mr. Tulliver wants to give his son a good education better than what he had at the 17th c which was only the alphabet we realized the time from Mr. Tulliver's age , he is in his 40s , so he realized that the time has changed and his son need a better education than the one he had and education is one of the major themes of the novel.
Mr. Tulliver wants for his son a type of education that will help him to be a scholar he wants him to read and write perfectly , he does not want him to be a miller or a farmer like his father , he wants him to climb up the social ladder ,  he wants him to do that by giving him the education that will help him to do so.
There are to many jobs as we can see in the paragraph so the father does not know what kind of education he will give his son, so he consults an auctioneer Mr. Riley he will do this in another chapter but here we know that Mr. Tulliver decides to consult him. 
Then in the 2nd paragraph we see the description of Mrs. Tulliver and as we read in the 1st seven chapter we will get to know more about Mrs. Tulliver personal characteristics .
Mr. Tulliver is talking to his wife: 
Mr. Tulliver was speaking to his wife, a blond comely woman in
a fan-shaped cap (I am afraid to think how long it is since
fan-shaped caps were worn, they must be so near coming in
again. At that time, when Mrs. Tulliver was nearly forty, they
were new at St. Ogg's, and considered sweet things).
Notice the description that is given to us about the fan shaped cap, such details help us understand in which period the novel was written ex. The writer is describing the fashion at that time , those hats were common in the 20s .
As we go on reading chapter 2 we will notice that Mrs. Tulliver is having a problem. What is it???
She is not happy for having a daughter who is plain in her appearance, naughty , rebellious, disobedient , this is Maggie we know her characteristics before we meet her from her mom.
"It seems a bit a pity, though," said Mr. Tulliver, "as the lad
should take after the mother's side instead o' the little wench.
That's the worst on't wi' crossing o' breeds: you can never justly
calkilate what'll come on't. The little un takes after my side, now:
she's twice as 'cute as Tom. Too 'cute for a woman, I'm afraid,"
continued Mr. Tulliver, turning his head dubiously first on one
side and then on the other. "It's no mischief much while she's a
little un; but an over-'cute woman's no better nor a long-tailed
sheep,--she'll fetch none the bigger price for that."
"Yes, it is a mischief while she's a little un, Mr. Tulliver, for it
runs to naughtiness. How to keep her in a clean pinafore two
hours together passes my cunning. An' now you put me i' mind,"
continued Mrs. Tulliver, rising and going to the window, "I don't
know where she is now, an' it's pretty nigh tea-time. Ah, I
thought so,--wanderin' up an' down by the water, like a wild
thing: She'll tumble in some day."  
Here Mr. Tulliver is saying that his daughter is clever, are they pleased that they have a clever daughter ???
They are regretting that fact they have a daughter who is cleverer than her brother , we are in a provincial society , attitudes towards woman and girls were really obvious and were not really good, they expect that girls should be less intelligent , because the y will grow up to have children and be mothers and housewives , they are not going to have business or jobs so here is the significance of the title of the novel ,boy and girl, tom and Maggie , man and woman in the Victorian society .   
Mrs. Tulliver rapped the window sharply, beckoned, and shook
her head,--a process which she repeated more than once before
she returned to her chair.
"You talk o' 'cuteness, Mr. Tulliver," she observed as she sat
down, "but I'm sure the child's half an idiot i' some things; for if I
send her upstairs to fetch anything, she forgets what she's gone
for, an' perhaps 'ull sit down on the floor i' the sunshine an' plait
her hair an' sing to herself like a Bedlam creatur', all the while
I'm waiting for her downstairs. That niver run i' my family, thank
God! no more nor a brown skin as makes her look like a
mulatter. I don't like to fly i' the face o' Providence, but it seems
hard as I should have but one gell, an' her so comical." 
Maggie is upset ,because Victorian girls in the Victorian society are restricted they should dress a certain way , speak and laugh  and Maggie was the opposite she was an active young girl and the way they treated her still made her worse , when you tell a child to his face you are not pretty , I wish your brother was the clever one not you , how would the child feel ??? so we as readers we start to see the attitude of the family especially Mrs. Tulliver towards her daughter and that explains all this mischief and rebellion , the treatment of Maggie's parent is going to influence her reaction ,she becomes more angry and more rebellious .
Emotionally Maggie ids so much attached to her brother and her father , emotional attachment to tom , we have an indication of Maggie's problem that reflects George Eliot's problem , her dependence on her brother really exceeded the normal levels between brother and sister, there are many incidents that we are going to see in book 1 that shows how Maggie is happy and pleased in the presence of her brother but if tom gets angry with her , she will be very upset its is good to love and care for you brother but to but to attach your own happiness to the satisfactory of your brother this is not normal , not healthy .
Maggie is very plane in her appearance and this is not something very positive, because ..remember the setting  I do not mean the provincial setting but the whole Victorian period, a girl should have good looks so she can get married , if a girl do not have good looks it would be a pity for her , because her chances of getting married will really go down .
Last page of chapter 2 you will have the incident that shows how Maggie is attached to her brother to the degree that will surprises us readers , when her father while talking says that he is angry with tom , how did she react ??? so they have a problem with Maggie's hair almost all young girls hate to have their hair combed , we have a description of Maggie's naughtiness , her rebellion she would not go to her mother and let her comb her hair , the word hair is not mentioned here it is described as a black crop, what does that indicate ??? that her hair was so untidy , that it was not even called hair , it was called black crop .
So going back to what I was saying about Maggie's father when he was upset with tom , how does she reacts ??? notice again another incident that shows Maggie's character , she is always outside making her clothes dirty , looking untidy , going outside walking by the river which is very dangerous , her mother always tell her not to go there because she might fall down there , this is very symbolical because at the end she will drown in that river .
 "Oh, dear, oh, dear, Maggie, what are you thinkin'of, to throw
your bonnet down there? Take it upstairs, there's a good gell, an'
let your hair be brushed, an' put your other pinafore on, an'
change your shoes, do, for shame; an' come an' go on with your
patchwork, like a little lady."   
No on coming back Notice her behavior   "Oh, dear, oh, dear, Maggie…." Notice how many instructions were given to her , children cannot listen or understand if you give them so many instructions , she wants her to be a lady , but Maggie refuses to be a lady , she wants to do the things that pleases her most .
Chapter III
Mr. Riley Gives His Advice Concerning a School for Tom but later own we will discover that it was not a very wise advice .
What is important here that Maggie was trying to show off in front of  Mr. Riley , and we will see how clever she really is , she can read very well, and she reads all sorts and kinds of books that girls of her age at that time do not usually read , we have all the indication on how a clever girl she is.
Now we come to the incident on how she reacted when her father got angry from tom ..
Maggie jumped up from her stool, forgetting all about her heavy
book, which fell with a bang within the fender, and going up
between her father's knees, said, in a half-crying, half-indignant
voice,--
"Father, Tom wouldn't be naughty to you ever; I know he
wouldn't."
her reaction here is very extreme  , Maggie is so much emotionally attached to her brother tom.
Chapter IV
Tom Is Expected….accepted from where ??? tom is at school and he is expected to come home??? How does Maggie receive him ???
1st she wants to go with her father to get tom, is she allowed to do that ??? no, she is not , she is really upset.
It was a heavy disappointment to Maggie that she was not
allowed to go with her father in the gig when he went to fetch
Tom home from the academy; but the morning was too wet, Mrs.
Tulliver said, for a little girl to go out in her best bonnet. Maggie
took the opposite view very strongly, and it was a direct
consequence of this difference of opinion that when her mother
was in the act of brushing out the reluctant black crop Maggie
suddenly rushed from under her hands and dipped her head in a
basin of water standing near, in the vindictive determination that
there should be no more chance of curls that day.
"Maggie, Maggie!" exclaimed Mrs. Tulliver, sitting stout and
helpless with the brushes on her lap, "what is to become of you if
you're so naughty? I'll tell your aunt Glegg and your aunt Pullet
when they come next week, and they'll never love you anymore.
Oh dear, oh dear! look at your clean pinafore, wet from top to
bottom. Folks 'ull think it's a judgment on me as I've got such a
child,--they'll think I've done summat wicked."
We can see how angry she is , she wants to express her anger, so she goes and treat the doll in a very violent way , that is an indication of her violence behavior and extreme emotions. She refuses to let her mother comb her hair and to make it impossible she went and she dipped her hair in water , she was very rebellious , very reluctant to look neat according what make neatness at her time by setting her hair in curls ,by wearing beautiful dresses , by behaving ladylike , she refused all that .
How did her mother react to this very obnoxious react ???
For Maggie to hear that she is a punishment for her mother from god for her mother's behavior is something bad.
Chapter V
Tom Comes Home
When tom comes home back from school you will see the intimacy between the brother and his sister , especially from Maggie, as soon as he arrives Maggie raps her arms around him almost strangling him , she wants to show him how much she misses him by hugging him , which shows you her extreme reaction again. He did not react the same way she did he thinks about how much he misses the sea and how much he wants to go on a fishing trip.
Tom has brought Maggie a present , he bought to fishing lines one for him and one for Maggie she was so happy and pleased if you read the 2nd 2 pages of this chapter you will find a lot of details about this relationship between Maggie and tom , tom has a different character from her , he was a boy in a Victorian society so he had a special treatment , he was so full of himself , we have the issue of favoring boys over girls and treating them in a different way, Maggie was very happy with the presents and the promise of the trip next day , but something happened that made Maggie very upset , because tom started to be very upset.
She was supposed to look after his rabbits while he was away, she forgot to do that and the rabbits died , what will happen to tom , remember she was could not tolerate seeing her brother angry , because she is so much emotionally attached to him , she do like him to be angry, but he gets angry and he blames her, and she starts crying , again you see the extreme of her emotion and after several pleas tom forgives her.
So we something about the character of tom in this chapter and in the following chapter VI .

Chapter VI
The Aunts and Uncles Are Coming .
Here there is a chance for us to see how the writer is putting a lot of  details about tom that we know for the first time and more details about the personal traits of Maggie that she have been repeating throughout the first few chapters of the novel .
So what do we know about tom in chapter 6???
He is very selfish , proud of himself , where do we see that???
There is a gathering of the Tulliver's in chapter 7, of relatives from both sides Mrs. Tulliver and Mr. Tulliver. We see the deanes and Gleggs.
Mr. Tulliver because he wants to make a decision concerning tom's education ,  he invites the whole family .
There is the incident of the jam-puffs , this incident shows us how selfish and self-centered tom is.
Bob Jakin, is a friend of tom , he is a rascal , not well mannered he does naughty things especially to animals , nature and things like that .
There is a mention of the flood in chapter 1 and another one in chapter 6 , so the writer is preparing us for the flood that is going to come , she is mentioning the fact that  St. Ogg's had a flood before and that fact that it might have another one.
We see the deanes and Gleggs, we see an example of  St. Ogg's society , they help us see the provincial aspect of the novel, this sociological unit have a strict moral judgment, and that can be according to George Eliot when Maggie does a big mistake when she elopes with Steven, you can imagine how this community will feel and act towards men , this society judges very harshly , so they will judge Maggie very harshly when she does something wrong, even if she repents and became good they will never forgive her .                   
 
