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In this course we will study: 

1- The Mill on the Floss  by Georg Elliot

2- The Return of The Native by Thomas Hardy
  Whatever happened in the 19th C is either: action to what happened in the 18th C or 2-Development of what happened in the 18th C
Victorianism is a historical period with certain beliefs, فترة تاريخية مع بعض المعتقدات a set of beliefs and thoughts. 
Victorianism is a coined word not exist in dictionaries The artificial theories and thoughts of Victorians were shaped by the Romantics coming from Germany. The ideas of Victorians were shaped by the Romanticism. Romanticism is an intellectual movement originated in Germany  هي حركة فكرية نشأت في ألمانيا at the hand of German philosophers and thinkers and then it went all over Europe . على يد المفكرين والفلاسفة الألمان وبعد ذلك ذهب في جميع أنحاء أوروبا Romanticism in this age influenced England and it swept England. There is an intimate relation between literature and the age. هناك علاقة حميمة بين الأدب والعصر The mother of novel is city .

     The basic characteristics of the Victorian age is its "transition". الانتقال Victorianism is an age of transition which marked the English society from feudalism  الإقطاع to modernity. الحداثة Transition means change from feudal system to democratic system. It was unstable period but everything settled down at the end of the Era.  إنها فترة غير مستقرة ولكن كل شيء استقر في نهاية ذاك العصر 
Industrial Revolution. ثورة صناعية
     The most important thing that affected this movement is Industrial Revolution. This Revolution rises the existence of the middle class from the lower class,   ثورة أوجدت ارتفاع الطبقة الوسطى من الطبقة الدنيا للمجتمع from the bottom of the society. They were working in the mills and factories. People start to have wealth, so they struggle a lot to get their political rights of voting. إنهم يكافحون كثيرا للحصول على حقوقهم السياسية في التصويت This  rights of voting gave them wealth and pride. So  The middle class became an eminent power within the English society . wealth and pride made the middle class an eminent power قوة بارزة All of their power came from the Industrial Revolution. Protestantism البروتستانتية first appeared in Germany by Martin Luther. 
    Before the 19th C, in traditional England, they had only two classes of society(1) the upper class,(2) the middle class (the distinctive class). الطبقة المميزة
      The ways of life had changed as well as the ways of communications . Railways extended throughout England. They are not very far from the past but they are in the state of changing. There was change of mind, a change in religious aspect or church. تغيير في الجانب الديني أو الكنيسة They have also change in traditions, beliefs, morals and ethics and conventions at that time which affected the way of life more and more.
    The advancement of education had affected thoughts and feelings of people. There is no more firm beliefs in God and faith. Knowledge shook faith in them.

    They were influenced by the Outlook which means change of attitudes, thoughts and feelings. Doubt is very important word, it is bred. Doubt in politics ,economics , and morality. The doubt exists in the soul of beings والشك في النفوس البشريه but the environment is changing the doubt. The change not just in politics ,economics , and morality but the change in believing of religious morals inside the man. The frame of mind is the way people think, thoughts and feelings of Victorians. Dogmas is an important word. When the change of the Victorian age took place, this affected the church and it renounced its authority. The doubt existed gradually within the self unconsciously, but the environment encouraged this doubt. ولكن البيئة شجعت هذا الشك
     Victorianism was an age of doubt and dogmas. In the 2nd half in the 19th C,  Nietzsche said God has died and replaced his place . They have no more firm beliefs of their ancestors. There are only oriental mythologies Transition is a word that implies a change in Victorian era. When we talk about Victorian era, we consider  the change of dual aspects :-
A. deconstruction; التفكيكية deconstruction is the world of the ancestors.  التفكيكية هو عالم الأسلاف
B. reconstruction; إعادة الإعمار ،  reconstruction is the new world. وهو إعادة تعمير العالم الجديد The Victorians were caught between the decay world and the new world. They started to doubt ultimate truths also in Lord himself and His existence. Change is physical, industrial, political, intellectual in the mind and religious.
     The Mill on the Floss  by George Elliot who was a rebellion. She stopped going to the church and went with her lovers for many years. But she lacked self-confidence as she had changed her name to ( man's name). Most of the characters of the novel belong to the middle class except ----- Maggie is the heroine. Eliot's stories are set in the past because she lived in transitional period. 

Important quotations to show the attitude of the thinkers of  the Victorian age towards the age they were living in
1- (we of a certain age belong to the new time and the old one)Thackeray

2- (human beings are no longer born to their place in life but are free to employ their faculties to achieve the lot which may appear to them most desirable)

3- (though the Victorians never ceased to look forward to a new period of firm convictions and established beliefs, they have to live in the meantime between two worlds one dead or dying, one struggling, but powerless to be born an age of doubt) Mathew Arnold 1855

   Discuss with reference to The Mill on the Floss  
 

The explanation of the second quotation:

      Everyone can change his status in life. This concept came from the French Revolution. They are free to employ whatever they have in their faculties. No longer implies on change. The ladder of creatures which means the law of Nature that people were not put in their places. The past in their writing figured as great.
    The Greeks and the Romans are the real fathers of the English and the European literature. These two literatures present the strong background  خلفية قوية for European literature including English. These two literatures are characterized by mythology.سماتها التراث 
· Elizabethan Age:

         It is characterized by drama because of Shakespeare.

· Jacobean Age:

         It is characterized by Metaphysical poetry. It is the age of science and reason. It is the age of inventions and machines. عصر العلوم والمنطق والاختراعات
· Victorian Age:

         It is characterized by novel. Novel appeared as a reaction to the age of science and reason. Novel is a realistic art. كرد فعل لعصر العلوم والمنطق 

· Introduction:

           Although our writer is a woman, she used the name ‘George’ which is not a feminine name. ليس اسم أنثوي She used a man’s name as a kind of disguise  نوع من التنكر because women were not appreciated as writers at that time.لا يقدرونهم ككتاب For example, the first book written by the contemporary writer,كاتب معاصر at that time, Jane Austen was sold to a library by 10 Pounds and after that nobody bought it, so the seller returned it to Jane and got his money back. Jane Austen, Charlotte Bronte and George Eliot are all friends and had the same way of thinking but with different approaches. مفاهيم مختلفةThis returns to the fact that Jane Austen was born in the house of a parsonقسيس  (priest). She did not like passion and feelings in her writings and in her portrayal of characters تصوير الشخصيات as Charlotte Bronte. George Eliot was different from both Jane Austen and Charlotte Bronte because she was not brought up with a religious father (parson) تربت like Jane Austen and she is not like Charlotte Bronte whose mother died and left her. 
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 The life of George Eliot:          
        T.S. Eliot who is the pioneer of objectivism said:رائد الموضوعية  “Art should be an escape from personality”.هروب من الشخصية  He was a poet and a critic, however, he himself wrote about his kidsأبناءه  and wives in his poems. This means that the novelist or the writer can never escape from his life in his writings. That is why it is very important to know about the life of George Eliot. 

       George Eliot was born in 1918. When she was still very young, about nine years old, she was sometimes a stubborn girl.فتاة عنيدة  Her father was a carpenter.نجار She has an older brother named Isaac. They were living in a rural place.مكان ريفي  Her father used to take her out to the farms after finishing his work whereas Isaac used to stay with his mother at home. The same thing happens in the novel and the novel is considered to be an autobiographyسيرة حياتها  of George Eliot. In the novel, Tom stays at home with his mother. That’s why Tom is attached to his mother whereas  مرتبط بوالدته Maggie was strongly attached to her father.  مرتبطة بوالدهاShe used to walk with her father on the farms and the bank of the river.ضفة النهر However, Isaac and Mary (George Eliot) were attached to the father. Isaac and Mary were attached to each other. 

       When George Eliot went to school, she was very much influentialمؤثرة  with one of her teachers. After that, Eliot’s father moved away from this area and George Eliot went to a high school, studied languages and she used to read at home. She is a self educated girl. This helped her to travel and visit many countries like Germany. 

     When George Eliot went to the high school, she met a teacher called Maria Lewis. This teacher took George Eliot under her wing and she was evangelical woman.امرأة إنجيلية  At that time, there were a lot of contradictionsمتناقضات  in Christianity or people’s thinking about Christianity. تفكير الناس في المسيحية So, many people started to ignore the church.

       Methodismالبروتستانتية المنهجية انتشرت  spread in 1839. It is the belief in morality more than religious rites.الإيمان بالأخلاق أكثر من الشعائر الدينية  Methodists believe that actions are more important than religious acts. An example of that is Henry Fields’ novel Joseph Andrews. Methodists were against the duplicity of the church. 


The Mill on the Floss is a novel that talks about a girl named “Maggie” and her brother “Tom”. Tom is the representation of Isaac. The novel was written in the Victorian age. 

         At the age of 16, Mary lost her mother. Mary was supposed to be the housekeeper. Mary started to read a lot of books. She knew the family of Charles and Caroline Bray. This family was secular.  دنيويThey did not believe in religion. This makes George Eliot get confused.مشوشة  When her father asked her to go to the church, she would say no. She did not believe in the divinity of Jesus  قدسية عيسىbut in the human aspects of Jesus.إنسانية عيسى  She translated into English a book by Strauss named “Life of Jesus”. 

How is George Eliot different from Jane Austen and Charlotte Bronte?

      George Eliot is different from Jane Austen and Charlotte Bronte. Jane Austen’s father was a preacherواعظ  who did not allow her to intermingle with society.لايسمح بالاختلاط في المجتمع  Charlotte Bronte was an advocator (defender) of passion.مدافع عن العواطف Her life was full of emotions and passion. On the contrary, George Eliot was a practical woman of society. سيدة مجتمع عملية She was a teacher. She intermingles with society.تختلط بالمجتمع  She was reasonable and practical.سيدة عملية ومنطقية  That is why; George Eliot was more famous than Jane Austen and Charlotte Bronte.

When Jane Austen was asked by people to write a novel about the priest and relationship with religion, she said I cannot as I only know narrow details about this relationship. She sees the religious relationship from a narrow scope.أفق محدود بخلاف  Unlike George Eliot, as Eliot is a woman of the world. سيدة مجتمع After that, George Eliot started to write in Westminster. At first, she wrote in many Journals and magazines, and she became famous. Then she traveled to England.


George Eliot worked as a sub-editor for the Westminster Review which was one of the most famous journals at that time. She was in a relationship with George Henry Lewes, after which she named herself as “George Eliot”. In 1878, George Eliot married John Cross. They moved from Venice to England where she died in 1880. She wrote a lot of critical essays before writing novels. 


طاحونة النهر

- The mill (طاحونة) represents machine. It is a reflection to the age of science. The mill  represents (Tom )

- The Floss is a river (نهر) and represents part of the nature. The Floss is represents ( Maggie)

- So, the novel is a representative for the machinery and nature. تمثيل للآلات والطبيعة 
     In the novel, the character of Maggie is very similar and representative of George Eliot, while Eliot’s brother Isaac represented in the novel through the character of Tom. 

     Through the novel, we come to know that Eliot’s idea and opinion is that woman can be better than man in life. George Eliot is the observer and commentator  ملاحظة ومعلقةin the novel as her opinion is revealed through her narration. [For example, in some parts of the novel, Tom refers to some issues  تشير لبعض القضاياwhere he must be superior because he is a boy and Maggie is a girl. So, Eliot is trying to criticize this idea and shows that a girl can be better than the boy through her portrayal to Maggie’s character]. 

      Throughout the novel, the idea of education in England is discussed. Tom went to school and there he met a friend called Philip. Philip was a well-educated person and when he went to visit Tom, he met Maggie. Both Philip and Maggie are well-educated and they tried to admire each other. At this moment, Tom gets angry because Maggie loved Philip who is the son of the man who took her father’s property.أملاك 
      George Eliot is a feminist and psychologist, as she psycho analyzed  حللت نفسية the character of Maggie. Fraud says in one of his theories that all people are psychological whether sub-conscious or unconscious. لا واعي أو غير مدرك
قال رسول الله صلى الله عليه وسلم ( من غشنا فليس منا ) عزيزتي الطالبة هذه المحاضرة التي بين يديك الآن وما سيتبعها من محاضرات - بإذن الله - لك أنت فقط  وليست للتصوير أو المشاركة مع زميلاتك وقد أمنتك عليها لأنها تكلفنا الكثير و الكثير لكي تصل بين يديك بهذا الإتقان وإذا تشاركتي مع زميلاتك سيسبب ذلك خسارة كبيرة ولأنها من إصداري فأنا التي لها الحق الوحيد في إعطائها لفرد أو  مجموعة وقد وكلتك أمام الله في المحافظة على هذه الأمانة ( فالله خيرُُ حافظا ً وهو أرحم الراحمين ).
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