Second Semester


Prose (2)
Third year
Last week, we talked about the nineteenth century in general. We talked about the lost of faith and conviction which were replaced by doubt. People doubted themselves as well as the outer world.
What brought in these doubts? What is the agent that swept away the deep believes and convictions?

 Knowledge

What happened to Knowledge?

It has been replaced, people used to know themselves, and they used to know the world. They also come to know phenomenal like in "Robinson Crusoe". Robinson knows himself very well. He knows the outer world very well to the extent he mastered it with the advance and development of knowledge.

A giant figure of the 19th century appeared whose theory until now is deeply believed by people. This person is Charles Darwin. Darwin came with theory of evolution. 

What was the book which was widely read especially in the second half of the 19th century?
 Darwin's The Origin of  Species, he said that "The whole is founded on facts and on logic". Darwin started his book with facts. He used a very logical way of presenting his thing until he reached to the close of the book where he stated his own conclusions that he reached to.
What were Darwin's conclusions?

The origin of man is an ape. Look like an ape even his face was similar to ape.

The scientists fleshed out the skeleton using a special program on computer, and the result was a skeleton looked very much like the skeleton of an ape. Darwin stated in his theory that man is an ape. This theory contradicts whatever comes in the bible and what it contains. 
Last year, you talked about student the old and new testaments and both of these testaments believed that the bible starts with genesis in genesis. Man descended from heaven on his own present shape. Thos, whatever conclusions stated in The Origin of Species contradicts what has been stated in the bible, and these conclusions shock the believes.
Darwin was very cunning, as he used facts which are things nobody deny. This  is what Darwin reached to and he was first to refer to this point. What assures this idea is that same animals which were in Africa, Australia or Indonesia in Asia also forests. What brings these animals to these places? The reason is that the earth was one thing as a result of using all these facts made people were impressed by Darwin's book because it full of logic.

 Sp theory:-

 German philosophers were very receptive of spnosas (10: 40) theory of regarding 

 Man, his life on this earth, and his relation with the lord later in spooner's life. He said that these stories written the bible were chermacology (10:55) or  Oriental stories coming from the orient he mixed facts with whatever he wanted to say, therefore, what ever he said was receptive German Philosophers put on whatever spenos's stated. Spenos established the foundation, and German philosophers put on he has founded and kept on producing things talking about the nature of man, the nature of the lord. In their production they wandered either there is a lord or not? They stopped posing questions like how to relate to the lord? Instead, they posed other questions, such as, is there a lord? Is man really man or is he an ape? Is there a lord we can relate to or there is not?

Romanticism is not only about nature. Romantics wanted to say that this entire world is all Devine. They believed that arose is a god, river is a god,Tree is a god,…etc. this is one reason. Why these Romantics were attached to nature and that is why romantics usually associated themselves with roses, river, trees,  etc because they are all the same. They romantics believed that all living creatures are the same they are all divine romanticism is much like Sufism here in Arab countries.  These beliefs are called pantheism.

3) George Eliot 

     She spoke German, Italian and Hypro. She translated some of books from German into English. She spent part of here life in Germany. She used to work as an editor in West Minister newspaper. She used to receive intellectuals in her house to discuss things over. She was very social and intellectual person. She was a person who was exposed to the outer world and the intellectual production s of the others.
4) Nietzsche:

  This philosopher declared in one of his books that God is fag, no more god. Like Darwin, he started his book with logic and facts. He presented his ideas in a very logical way. This book was another production which shocked the beliefs of the Victorians. This philosopher production was another book that affected the beliefs. His productions moved people believes in the existence of The Absolute Truth. There is no Absolute Truth in religion or in all aspects of life.
Who is The Absolute Truth? 

 The absolute truth is God.

To sum up, these productions of the early 19th made way for the doubt to get well into peoples hearts and minds. If there is no Absolute Truth, people will doubt the existence of God and themselves. People will doubt their origin .As a result of this feeling of doubt a kind of unease and unrest was produced inside them. They felt unbalanced and not stable. Consequently, there was no higher authority, or in other words, there was a lack in higher authority. So, the intellectual productions of the nineteenth century affected the beliefs and convictions of the Victorians, and it turned knowledge into relativity. It became relative. 

What is relativity or relativism?

     It means that there is no absolute right and wrong or bad or evil and good. There is always something in between. What works for us might not work for our predecessors because the circumstances that we are living in may necessitate things that the next generation will not need because there circumstances may change. It is something personal.

What replaced god who already died according to their belifes of people of nineteenth century?

He was replaced by individualism which is a belief in persons mental an emotional capabilities. Individualism also stressed or emphasized relativity of knowledge.

An example of relativity :

       A good example is what happened in England in the 17th century when England converted into Protestantism. People stopped discussing what is right and what is wrong even the ordinary citizen of England would not asking his neighbor whether he is protestant or catholic because every thing has its own way of relating to God. 

· Notice that the lack of authority, relativity, and individualism appeared in literature of this century.

Skepticism :

 As a result of the spread of this belief or approach, man has no solid or ground on which man could stand or set out, as the ground itself is shaking. So, man was shaking. According to this belief, everything was doubted, and for sure, this skepticism affected man's relation to himself, to nature, and to the world .It affected the man's relation with the inner and outer world. There was no religion.

What did the intellectuals do?

       Intellectuals especially George Eliot were working on a new religion to put and establish a very firm, solid, and unshakable ground on which man could start his life, and on which man could establish a new relations with himself (inner world) and with the world outside (outer world). George Eliot was the one who through out her life spoke about the existence of two worlds and this was presented in her works. Like the outer world, the inner world has its own laws.
 Regulations and rules. Man was born with laws, regulations, and laws inside him, so man is able to distinguish between right and wrong. The example which shows the importance of the existence of a harmony between the inner and  the outer world is Robinson Crusoe who managed to master the outer world, and it became to him like a piece of cake because he managed first to understand himself .

The outer world should be an extension of the self, but the death of God and relativity lead to extreme individualism. Like what is happening in the west. No body interfere in others lives. They may even do not know their neighbors .If they heard a scream, the do not go out and ask what is going on, and if they did ask, people may think that they overhear them. People there shut themselves in. In case someone is willing to talk and change ideas, people speak about weather or sports only. So, relativity of knowledge lead to individualism, then, individualism lead to lack of authority. 
As a result of lack of authority, skepticism. All of these things generated isolation, and man became isolated. That is why heroes and herons of the works of Gorge Eliot are always isolated.  Maggie Tulliver through out the whole book experienced very painful experiences, yet she was in her own all the time .She did not even find a single sympathetic word. Sometimes she related to her father, but she never relate to any one else from the rest of the family. She always suffers in her own.

The book of today is a very well structured book. The beginning of the book is very much related to the end or anticipates the end, which reflects the beginning. The basic plot is driven from the beginning. George Eliot always summarizes whatever she wanted to say in the beginning. It is always hidden, and that is because her writings always take a symbolic turn.  Her works and statements in order to be understood should never be taking on face value. There are always symbolic meanings, levels of meanings. Her works to be interpreted and those who read her works should use their analytical and critical powers to reach to the intended meaning. Sometimes, we could not reach to or unlock the intended meaning or the deeper strata of meaning, as there will be always something missing.  Symbolism appears also in the title. The word "Floss", is a common noun. It is a name of a river not a proper noun. It is not a synonym of the word river.
Why George Eliot did mentioned the name of the river or nominates it? And why she said "The Mill" and did not mentioned the name of the mill " the mill of Dracut"  which is already mentioned in the book, as it is named after the place where the house of Tullivers was ?  

The mentioning of the name shows that she is bias to the river at the coast of the mill. She is not treating them fairly. Both of the two are objects, but she gave the river a name or common noun which has higher status than the proper noun that she gave to the mill. The river is a natural element whereas the mill is man artifact or man made object. Right from the beginning, the narrator's attitude is obvious. In this book we have two elements. One element is human artifact and the other is natural, and the narrator is bias to the natural element at the coast of human artifact which belongs to the modern world. They are not eternal, as there will come a time when they will demolish, destroyed, and damage. Unlike the river, it does not belong to any historical period. It is eternal and similar to God in her perception. This is the point of comparison between the two. 

Boy and Girl

The name of the first chapter is "Boy and Girl". The  narrator started with this title this indicates that this type of relationships is very central to George Eliot as well as her book. It is the centrality of this relation which make the narrator choose to open her book with. She did not give either the boy or the girl common nouns because she does not mean Maggie and Tom in particular. The emphasize lies in the relationship of any man and girl or of any brother and sister. The title also refers to or correspond the age of childhood. The book started from the early age of Tom and Maggie, so it emphasizes also the early age of Tom and Maggie. Throughout the novel, we see them developing and undergoing experiences until the end of the book.
Outside Dorlcote Mill
We have natural world, old world and modern world. The natural world is given a proper noun while the modern world by mill.    

The narrator stated her book with a scenery or a tableau.
"A WIDE plain, where the broadening Floss hurries on between its green banks to the sea, and the loving tide, rushing to meet it, checks its passage with an impetuous embrace." 

Rivers usually flows into seas. The same thing in here. The narrator says "it harries on its green bands to the sea and the loving tied rushing to meet it". This scenery shows as if the river and the sea have a relationship. They are depicted as if they are not objects. The narrator is rising their status.


Readers can see in this scene loving and embrace. This indicates the emotional state not mental attitude of the writer. Her attitude of the thing she is writing about. Her words are laden or loaded with emotions whenever she talk about natural objects. 

"On this mighty tide the black ships - laden with the fresh-scented fir-planks, with rounded sacks of oil-bearing seed, or with the dark glitter of coal - are borne along to the town of St Ogg's," 

St. Ogg's is the setting of the novel. Right from the beginning, the narrator is setting the situational dimension of the occurrences of her book.
Notice that most of the books of George Eliot do not take place in cities like London or Manchester; they take place in bigger provincial areas. These areas are towns that are located in the countryside. It bigger than villages but not cities. They are pastoral half civilized as if to reflect the state of man and the main characteristic of the age of transition. So, St. Ogg's is a town. This does not mean that Tullivers and Dotson are countryside or ruler people, but it happens that they are quite civilized people lives in the countryside.

St. Ogg's is a provincial place and people meaning they are coming from the countryside but they are a bit civilized.     

"the town of St Ogg's, which shows its aged, fluted red roofs and the broad gables of its wharves between the low wooded hill and the river brink, tinging the water with a soft purple hue under the transient glance of this February sun."
The scene includes the wide plain, the ever on river, and wooded hills, and between the wooded hills and the bank of the river, there are roofs of houses. The human artifacts are enclosed between two natural objects which are the river and the wooded hills. These man artifacts are not as powerful as natural objects, as they brought by time.     

The reader can also notice that the narrator is stating he temporal dimension of the occurrences by saying "February sun". It is February. February is always the beginning of spring. According to mythologies and the understanding of the old man spring always marks a brand new life.  People go out and see the skin of snakes , as one of the characteristics of snakes is to go out and stay in the sun for some time and shave its old skin   after finishing the hibernation. A new skin after that grow. The temporal dimension is also important because it reflects the age of the characters. Like the characters, time is still young. 

How did she describe the roof? 

She described them by using the word "aged" meaning old. Compare this word with the words she used to describe the river. She used words such as "mighty", "harries" ,…etc. in comparison, readers can notice that it is aged temblor. It is not eternal. There is a weakness. It ages, as it is liable to the effects of time in few years time they may perish and disappear. From the description, the reader can notice the attitude of the writer. She uses laden emotions and loaded words to describe when it comes to natural objects, and to her, they look eternal in comparison with human artifacts which are presented as aged. Means there is weakness.

Notice that this is the only chapter that we are going to study in details to show the usage of symbolism in her work which shows her attitude. She does not say openly that she loves nature and nature is eternal while human artifacts are represented as aged, liable to time, but from her description we can understand this point. 

Human artifacts are enclosed between two natural objects, so human artifacts are as strong as powerful as natural objects, river and wooded hills.

The tinting is not strong, it is soft. This scene is not eternal. The red tinting of the river is transient.  The narrator imagined that the human artifact would affect nature, but in reality it does not affect nature at all. Even if it affected it, it is transient not lasting or eternal. It is temporary. They can never change nature, for nature is powerful and mightier.

"Far away on each hand stretch the rich pastures and the patches of dark earth, made ready for the seed of broad-leaved green crops, or touched already with the tint of the tender-bladed autumn-sown corn. There is a remnant still of the last year's golden clusters of bee-hive ricks rising at intervals beyond the hedgerows; and everywhere the hedge-rows are studded with trees: the distant ships seem to be lifting their masts and stretching their red-brown sails close among the branches of the spreading ash." 
The narrator is drawing the scenery to the reader. She is talking about pastorals full of grass.
Again man artifact and natural objects are blended together and entwine in the scenery. They are brought to the reader closely related to each other.  


The scene, Village, wooden hills, and the river on the left flows from south to the north. It hurries to the sea, and in the sea there are the ships ,which are also human artifact,  look small in this mighty sea and mighty river. 

"Just by the red-roofed town the tributary Ripple flows with a lively current into the Floss. How lovely the little river is with its dark, changing wavelets! It seems to me like a living companion while I wander along the bank and listen to its low placid voice, as to the voice of one who is deaf and loving. I remember those large dipping willows . . . I remember the stone bridge . . ."
Inside St. Ogg's there is a little river or tributary. The narrator consider it a living companion. She would take a natural element as a companion. Here the reader do not know who is the speaker either the narrator or Maggie, but the speaker seems to know the place very well, and she associate herself with the river from a very tender age. That is why she calls the river to be her "companion". It shows that there is along association with which goes back to the days of her childhood.

Unfortunately, she ended the lovely descriptive scene with ellipses to reflect the state of mind of the narrator. And the level of certainty of the writer. The ellipses stand for something missing or left out. There is a rest for the scene, but she does not know or not sure. It is indefinite end for the descriptive scene.

 The narrator is uncertain how to end her descriptive scene. Notice that the ellipses are repeated twice, and this reflects the set of mind of the narrator, of the "me", and of the "I". The narrator represents oneself of the author.

The narrator is a nineteenth century individual, and her ellipses and writing reflect her attitude towards nature, man artifact, towards world, and towards self. This is reflected by the ellipses.

What does the bridge stand for? 

The bridge is usually used to bridge two things. It is extent between two things and usually symbolizes relationship between two different things. It relates two different things ,and the two different things cosmoses to the narrator  are the inner world of man or self and the outer world. The inner part is not presented until in here in the novel, but she gives us part of this outer world which is the roofs, head rows, …… . she is not yet sure about the bridge between the inner world and the outer world. The reader knows that she has this problem from her use of the ellipses. In Robinson Crusoe, he did not have a problem between the inner world and the outer world. George Eliot consumed her life looking for a bridge. 

The "I" voice is always a central figure in her books. In Jane Huston, there were notes said by the teller. She sometimes opens the scene for the narrates or audience to see but some times she shuts the reader out and she tell us. In the same way, George Eliot used the "I" deeply. She also comments on occurrences and analysis them. She tries her best to make us understand. So, the "I" is  another important character. the role of the narrator is doubled, as she has analytical and telling roles. 

"And this is Dorlcote Mill. I must stand a minute or two here on the bridge and look at it, though the clouds are threatening, and it is far on in the afternoon. Even in this leafless time of departing February it is pleasant to look at - perhaps the chill damp season adds a charm to the trimly-kept" 

The narrator cannot see the Dracut clearly from the bridge. Her vision is not clear, as the blocks her view. This again contributes to the doubt or uncertainty. Her inability to look at the picture and interpret it is a symbol. 


Sceneries are either dramatic or idyllic. And the scenes here are dramatic because of the existence of a dramatic object which is the river. The whole scene is marked by the main characteristic of the river. There is life and vitality in the scene.

Style of George Eliot:

She excessively identify with her characters. Her characters reflect her personality somehow, and she exist in her books. In this book, she identify herself with Maggie as if they were the same person or similar. This is a trait in her works.   
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