Dr. Fawzia
second Semester



Poetry (5)
Fourth Year
The waste land
The tarot card became a kind of a great issue upon the critical debates, the tarot card is around seventy five cards, each card has a certain symbolic collocation, many argue (is really Eliot aware of these cards that he knows exactly what do these cards mean?), some argue that he is familiar, other say he doesn't know these cards. Because in the poem he used some of these known cards and he created others or new ones. 

One of these cards has six of pentacles, there is six circles with stars, it isn't mentioned in the poem. Another card has a wheel, it is very significant card, it is symbol of fortune, this card is a positive card because it suggests destiny or fate for the person, each one has his certain destiny, it also shows the success and the happiness. Another card is three of one, it has a person of a kind of staves but these staves have leaves on them that indicate that have lives, a man is looking over the sea, so he shows his back and we have a vision of the future life. This card symbolizes strength, enterprise, clear vision, discovery and so on. It also refers to the spiritual of one purpose in this planet, we are created for a purpose not for nothing. The next card which is used by Eliot is the hanged man who has hanged by one foot, this card has association with the Norse God Odin who sacrifices an eye and hanged himself on a tree for three days in order to attain the gift of the prophecy(being able to see, to have insight). 

Why did Eliot use this theme of a fortune teller?
The speaker here lives in a waste land, actually it is a representation of the land after the first world war, (what happened after the first world war?) destruction, loss of faith, loss of all traditional values, and complete upheaval changes that happened in the world. So, the speaker here speaks about this specific moment, so he is talking about the fortune teller because the people here in the waste land are insecure and confused, they want something to ensure their future, to learn something about future and that is why they see the advice of fortune teller rather than the traditional sense of a God who is almighty, who is given him the security. The modern man is destroyed, after the war his faith was shaken, he is restless, insecure, not happy, so he is forced to see the advice of the fortune teller. Actually the use of fortune teller is very ironic, because Eliot here is criticizing the modern man behavior instead of searching for heavenly Godly faith, people turned to fortune tellers.
So, the speaker here goes to Madame Sosostris, a famous clairvoyant, she had cold, the reference of the bad cold to show she is only a human being and doesn't have a great powers.
Had a bad cold, nevertheless 
Is known to be the wisest woman in Europe, she is wise but at the same time she doesn't have all of the spiritual elimination, all of the prophecy ability, she is wise, intelligent and she knows how to link and explain. 
With a wicked pack of cards; Here, said she, the card is described as a wicked, if Eliot believes in the power of the cards he will never describe them as a wicked. Now, when Madame Sosostris is visited by someone who wants to predict his or her fortune she will unfold the cards, usually the cards are hidden then she is trying to unfold them. Notice the way that she unfolds the cards. 
Is your card, the drowned Phoenician Sailor, there is drowned Phoenician sailor card in the tarot cards, it is reference to Phoenician mythology (الفينيقيين), they were great sailors in the Mediterranean at that period of time, before they attend the journey, usually they make a kind of ritual by throwing a form of human being into the sea. So, they predict by this way they will have a good journey into the sea, it is a kind of a sacrificial ritual. Also it mentions about the pharos, for the Nile they sacrifice not a figure but a virgin who is beautifully dressed and throw her in the Nile as a kind of sacrifice so that the Nile won't flood on the farming land. See the connection, the idea is sacrificial kind of ritual. 
What does he mean by your card is the drowned Phoenician sailor?
It indicates that he is going to die by water. Notice in Eliot poem you have a link in every section to the next or the other section. So, here she unfolds the card for the person who seeks her advice telling him that your card is the drowned Phoenician sailor, you are going to die by water or you could die by lack of water, by thirst, so drowning has two levels either by the excess of water of  by lack of water. Thirst here it isn't the materialistic water but the spiritual faith. 
(Those are pearls that were his eyes. Look!), the line here is a quotation from Shakespeare's The Tempest. We have in which Aerial song tells Ferdinand that the king his father is drowned and transfigured. When a person dies, his eyes turn white, so a reflection as if they are pearls. It is an image of transformation from the state of living in to the state of death.

Here is Belladonna, the Lady of the Rocks, the second card                                                           The lady of situations. Lady Belladonna is an Italian beautiful lady, the lady of the rock, the reference to a painting of Leonardo da Vinci (Madonna of the rocks), it is ironical here, these are waste land rocks, this is a lady of rocks of by da Vinci, and this is a portrait. You see here a lady is surrounded by two children.                                                                                                             
(Here is Belladonna, the Lady of the Rocks, The lady of situations.) What does this mean?
The reference of the woman indicates to the seduction. These cards might suggest references to certain characters in the waste land in the next section.

Here is the man with three staves, and here the Wheel, the man with three staves stands and watches the sea and we have leaves branches that have leaves in them, an indication of growth. So, this symbol associated also with the fisher king myth. 

Have you noticed something about Madame Sosostris? Does she tell the person who seeks her advice anything? 

She is only unfolding the cards but she doesn't tell. (Why?) because may be she is afraid to tell or she might doesn't know. The wheel shows the reversal of fortune, the reversal of the human life. 
And here is the one-eyed merchant, and this card, 
Which is blank, is something he carries on his back; we have one card which is one-eye merchant and carries blank card behind. Blank card means, it is hidden destiny that she is incapable to unfold or talk about.
Which I am forbidden to see. I do not find, here we know that Madame Sosostris even though she is a famous fortune teller in Europe but still she has limits, she doesn't have the power to see and to tell. So, this shows that she has no great perception of spiritual dimension; she has only the ability to see on earthly level but not on the spiritual level.  

The Hanged Man. Fear death by water; The card of the hanged man. Now she is certain for the card of the hanged man, it doesn't tell why she is searching for that card and directly she warns the speaker by telling him fear death by water, she is confronts again her warning by fear death by water which may result either from too much water or not enough water. This line is the key line in this section. 

I see crowds of people, walking round in a ring, who are those crowds? It could refer to the characters in the waste land. It is reference to Dante's Inferno(the divine comedy).   
Thank you. If you see dear Mrs. Equitone, 

 Tell her I bring the horoscope myself:
 One must be so careful these days. she gives the speaker a massage that she should tell Mrs. Equitone( another character who will be later presented in other section in the poem) that she will bring the horoscope(الأبراج). There are seven cards, some of these are Eliot's creation. 
	Unreal City,

	Under the brown fog of a winter dawn,

	A crowd flowed over London Bridge, so many,

	I had not thought death had undone so many.

	Sighs, short and infrequent, were exhaled,

	And each man fixed his eyes before his feet.

	Flowed up the hill and down King William Street,

	To where Saint Mary Woolnoth kept the hours

	With a dead sound on the final stroke of nine.

	There I saw one I knew, and stopped him, crying 'Stetson!

	'You who were with me in the ships at Mylae!

	'That corpse you planted last year in your garden,

	'Has it begun to sprout? Will it bloom this year?

	'Or has the sudden frost disturbed its bed?

	'Oh keep the Dog far hence, that's friend to men,

	'Or with his nails he'll dig it up again!

	'You! hypocrite lecteur!—mon semblable,—mon frère!'



What does this section talk about? 

(Unreal city) why the city is described as an unreal? Because it is the city of the dead. This passage begins without transition, this city is London. The (unreal city) is a borrowing from (Baudelaire's verse) the French artist. The French translation of Baudelaire's creation ; (swarming city, city full of dreams/ where specters in full day grasp passersby). Of course here, we could see a reference that is used by Eliot as talking about unreal city.

Under the brown fog of a winter dawn, it is winter in dawn, the early hours of the day, still the light of the sun isn't very strong, (can the light of the sun penetrate?  no) because there is brown fog, brown fog is a reference to darkness. The brown fog is because of the chimneys of the city, the industrial life. This fog is so dense and it is time of dawn which means that this is a kind of a haunted imagery, so here we have a speaker who walks in the streets of London and he describes the streets, first he describes the image of the city as being under dark brown fog. 

A crowd flowed over London Bridge, so many, we crowd of people flowing, the image of Dante(the journey into hell where he could see the flowing people).

I had not thought death had undone so many. The speaker who walks in the streets of London, he could see crowds of people flowing similar to the people in inferno flowing and walking.
Sighs, short and infrequent, were exhaled, the speaker again refers to quoting from Inferno. The speaker here describes the people of London as if they are people in hell, they are terminated, walking, of course they are hidden to their business. Notice the waving move (they have Sighs, short and infrequent, were exhaled), we have an illusion to Dante in Inferno which actually as if the modern man lives in inferno or in hell. They are living physically but they are dead with their spirits. 

The people of the waste land live their daily life(wake up, get up, have breakfast, go to work, do their work, return back, nobody goes to the church), the church is just to announce the time, the beginning of the work and the end of the work. We could see that people have a kind of a mechanical life, even though there is a church but they don't stop by the church which means that they are cut from all of the spiritual values. Modern life had transformed people into mechanical kind of life. 

And each man fixed his eyes before his feet, look at the way that people go to their work, short sighted, no interest of what is around them which means that people here, each person is only interested of his own affair which means there is no kind of communication between man and his brother man.  

Flowed up the hill and down King William Street, king William streets is one of the major business district in London where there are the banks and companies. The people are flowing; it is an indication of the flow of time.

To where Saint Mary Woolnoth kept the hours, look at Saint Mary Woolnoth is one of the many of the churches in the city of London, in which these people are going to work; Eliot joined the campaign to save these churches from destruction. What does that mean? 
Even though the church is a symbol of religion but it isn't visited by people, it is an indication that the modern man is separated from his faith, the church is only a monument for time, it is only the clock in the church just refers to the time of going to work and returning back. 
With a dead sound on the final stroke of nine. Even the clock produces sound, this sound is dead and this tell that the time in the waste land has stopped, an indication that, the people are dead not physically but spiritually. (The final stroke of nine), refers to "A phenomenon which I have often noticed" this is a quotation from T.S Eliot, nine was the hour when the office work begins. 

There I saw one I knew, and stopped him, crying 'Stetson!, the speaker saw one he know "Stetson" he is a bank clerk, they go together to Mylae. Mylae is a battle in the first Punic war (260B.C.) between the Romans and Carthaginians fought for control of the Mediterranean trade.
Look at the shift here from the modern time after the First World War, back into the history to a battle that happened in (260 B.C.). What does it mean?
The link here is the war, the First World War happened in the modern period of time, Stetson and the speaker were solider and they fought in the war, the reference to the war in the past history to show that war is a curse in all historical parts. Why is war occurring? Because of greediness, materialistic needs, each nation wants to show its supremacy over the other nations, and because of fears.
The reference of Mylae is to show the continuous of the war in the past, present, and in the future. 

'That corpse you planted last year in your garden,

 'Has it begun to sprout? Will it bloom this year? Stetson here who buried the corpse, an indication that he wants to forget all the memories of the past because these memories are frighten and not happy. The reference to burying again is another Egyptian ritual that is used by burying a kind of an image of man in order to gain fertility which is reference to Egyptian God Osiris (for fertility). So, planting corpse is an indication of fertility but the Stetson doesn't want to remember. When the speaker talks to Stetson he wants to ask him about the past but Stetson wants to bury all of his memory, but of course he can't because there is a link between the past and the present.

'Or has the sudden frost disturbed its bed?
'Oh keep the Dog far hence, that's friend to men, because dogs keep to leg ground most of the time. 

'Or with his nails he'll dig it up again! Look at the reference to John Webster's The White Devil in that play Cornelia is referring to the friendless bodies of unburied men says: 

But keep the wolf far thence, that's foe to men

For with his nails he'll dig them up again.
We have an illusion in order to refer that Stetson here wants to forget his past memories, but memories keep coming to him forcefully because they are part of him, you can't erase your own past memories, still there is a link.   
'You! hypocrite lecteur!—mon semblable,—mon frère!, which means "hypocrite reader- my likeness- my brother", Baudelaire says the reader shares with him the sine of union. Stetson is like the speaker himself, he thinks himself as part of the waste land but he is a member of the waste land, all of modern men share the same qualities. 

It is important to understand that we are talking about the people of the waste land who are frustrated after the war, so people tend to have this kind of mechanical life, indulge in the materialistic, so they will forget the past memories but they can't forget it. 
THE BURIAL OF THE DEAD, actually is the funeral service in the English book of common brayers, so this title is borrowing from the book of common brayers which indicates that it is talking about the sermon in which how one buries the dead. 
The translation of the quotation:"  “For once I saw with my own eyes the Cumean Sibyl hanging in a jar, and when the boys asked her, ‘Sibyl, what do you want?’ she answered, ‘I want to die.’” because she is immortal but with no youth. Sibyl here represents timelessness, she is removed from the cycle of time, and she is living for ever with no perpetually youth. 

Then we have a quotation for Ezra pound means that the "better works man", this is from Dante. 
**Why did Eliot praise Ezra bound? 
Because Eliot wrote the poem after the war and at that period of time he had a kind of a nervous breakdown, so he wrote the poem in very long lines and he gave the poem to Ezra pound who read the poem and advised him to remove several sections because it will weak the poem and Eliot followed Ezra pound's advice and made the poem shorter. That is why Eliot mentioned Ezra pound as the better crafts man. 

The first section of the poem talks about several things, "the burial of the dead" develops the theme of attractiveness of death or the difficulty in arousing oneself from the death in life. All people in the waste land have these difficulty, they are attracted to death or incapable of arising themselves from the death in life, in other word they are afraid to live in reality. That is why they are going to fortune tellers to seek their advices.
In the first section there are no chronological orders at all, but the order is psychological because the poet uses here the stream of consciousness. 
The second section (A Game of Chess), this section actually talks about sexuality, another major theme in the waste land. Eliot touches this theme upon two points, sex within the marriage borders which is actually used for fertility, for breeding, a continuation of human race and then he touches upon sex outside the marriage boundaries which is a kind of a debased kind of physical representation, as if here man has abused sex which turned into lust. Again he touches upon the sex within the marriage life, if sex is related to love which is an indication of best production of man. 

At the beginning of "A Game of chess", here we have a reference of a great lady, a rich lady, and description of the place where she lives in, the furniture, the dress, and the lights and so on. We have also a reference to Cleopatra. 
Cleopatra who is a queen of Egypt, of fabulous beauty; she had an affair with Julius Caesar and claimed that her son was the result of this union. This matter was much debated after the murder of Caesar, Mark Antony summoned her before him because she was known to have supported against Caesar, she beguiled Antony with her chance and they were married, despite the fact that Antony was part of an important political marriage with Octavia, sister of Augustus. In the battle of Actium in(31 B.C.) between Antony and Octavia, Antony wounded himself in the force believe that Cleopatra was dead. Cleopatra then committed a suicide by snake bite to avoid falling into the hand of Augustus. The affair between Antony and Cleopatra represents the romantic love.       
In the poem there is an illusion to Cleopatra, of course the woman who is discussed in the first section of "A Game of Chess" is an aristocratic, rich lady and wants to spend her time by playing a game of chess. 
Then the section moves into referring to other women, these women are drinking and we have two men who speak about other women who had abortion, now these women represent the lower classes, these women are representation of women who were deprived of their husbands because their husbands are fighting in the war, some either death, some who are faraway. Here we could see how they lack or need the presence of their husbands and unfortunately some seek a kind of illicit relationship and out of that illicit relationship, one of them had become pregnant so she committed a kind of portion in order to get rid of the baby. Of course, here the reference is to the effect of the war upon woman's life at that period of time. The whole section here is using the reference to a game of chess an indication to show the hazard kind life that women suffered during the war. 

In this section we find new techniques that Eliot followed and one of these is that we have women in the lower class stay in a pub and we have a kind of interruption. 
In the poem there is a reference to Philomela, she is beautiful woman. The husband (Tereus) of her sister (Procne) raped her and he doesn't want her to tell over the rape. So, he cut out her tongue so she could not tell what had happened, she wanted to tell her sister about the rape and about the injury that she suffered, she created a work of art, a tapestry narrates her story, so her sister knew that rape and she planned to revenge, she slaughtered her son and served him to Tereus (her husband) for supper. When he realized that, she runaway with her sister and before he could catch them, the Gods transformed them into birds. Procne became a nightingale and Philomela a swallow. 
These references mean that we are talking about frustrating love or sacrifices in love. 
End … 
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