Drama (5)
Lady Windermere’s Fan 
· Lady Windermere doesn’t know what happened after she left her home and is now waiting for ordeal (difficult situation); she knew that Mrs. Erlynne came to help her and then left. Mrs. Erlynne, in order to defend herself, told them that she came for Lady Windermere. Now the situation was altering that simple help or assistance is not enough; sacrifice was needed. Lady Windermere was wondering, sitting at home thinking, if Mrs. Erlynne was ready to give her help; will she offer sacrifice. Lady Windermere judges on common standards. Yes there are many people who are ready to help others, but when a sacrifice is needed there are few who have the heart to give to others. 
· On page58, Lady Windermere:
LADY WINDERMERE. [Rising.] She is sure to tell him. I can fancy (imagine) a person doing a wonderful act of self-sacrifice, doing it spontaneously, recklessly, nobly--and afterwards finding out that it costs too much. Why should she hesitate between her ruin and mine? . . . How strange! I would have publicly disgraced her in my own house. She accepts public disgrace in the house of another to save me. . . . There is a bitter irony in things, a bitter irony in the way we talk of good and bad women. . . . Oh, what a lesson! and what a pity that in life we only get our lessons when they are of no use to us! For even if she doesn't tell, I must. Oh! the shame of it (of telling this to my husband), the shame of it. To tell it is to live through it all again. Actions are the first tragedy in life, words are the second. Words are perhaps the worst. Words are merciless. . . Oh! [Starts as LORD WINDERMERE enters.]
· She is thinking whether Mrs. Erlynne will tell them or not. She is thinking of what she was ready to do and what Mrs. Erlynne offered to do. To tell a difficult story you are again passing through that experience; when somebody tells you about a bad experience they may start crying and feel the pain again. When you repeat the same situation in words, it seems that words are worse. You go through a difficult experience you feel pain, and in the second time you feel regret too.  She reasons with herself and she contrasts her intention towards Mrs. Erlynne (to disgrace Mrs. Erlynne in her own house while she is her guest; she would then be demeaning herself) with Mrs. Erlynne’s intention (her practical action to save Lady Windermere in disgrace herself in other’s house). She analyzes psychologically what would Mrs. Erlynne do in that situation. She imagines that a person, with all this courage and readiness to help, comes forward to save someone. Sometimes you decide very recklessly and quickly without thinking of the danger or the harm you may get. Sometimes people take actions immediately without thinking carefully about the possible consequences of those actions. So, Mrs. Erlynne decided, heroically, to save Lady Windermere. But when she found that this help would cost her a loss of reputation and the chance to come back to society, then why should she continue to sacrifice for Lady Windermere. She thinks that Mrs. Erlynne would tell or explain to other men why she was there, and this would bring disgrace to Lady Windermere. But she is not sure that this will happen. But if she gives a sacrifice it will be a very big and courageous step, which makes Lady Windermere look smaller than Mrs. Erlynne. Here, Lady Windermere regrets her belief in the difference between good and bad. She realizes she was wrong in her belief about right and wrong. In the previous Act she believed that good and bad cannot be mixed; she alluded to her aunt who never compromised between good and bad. Now she realizes it is not always white and black; it is grey. Bad people are not wholly bad; they are able to do good things, much better than good people. And good people are capable of making mistakes or being misguided; their mistakes maybe carried by emotions which leads them to make wrong choices. Now a change is occurring in Lady Windermere’s mind: a change from a narrow-minded puritan to an enlightened and mature person. Depending upon this change of heart, Lady Windermere decides to take a brave action. She decides that even if Mrs. Erlynne did not tell them, she will tell them; she feels it’s a moral duty that a lady who had saved her should not suffer so much. Her ideas are anti-Victorian because she was behaving as a pure Victorian and now she is turning away from Victorian belief. 
· Lady Windermere wants to tell him, but she says she wants him to promise not to love her less. She doesn’t want her image to change in her husband’s eyes. He says that he doesn’t want to talk about Mrs. Erlynne and how bad she is, and that he was mistaken and all that. Now she defends Mrs. Erlynne instead of insulting her. Here the change is complete in Lady Windermere:
LADY WINDERMERE. Arthur, Arthur, don't talk so bitterly about any woman. I don't think now that people can be divided into the good and the bad as though they were two separate (segregate or isolate) races or creations. What are called good women may have terrible things in them, mad moods of recklessness, assertion, jealousy, sin. Bad women, as they are termed, may have in them sorrow, repentance, pity, sacrifice. And I don't think Mrs. Erlynne a bad woman--I know she's not.

LORD WINDERMERE. My dear child, the woman's impossible. No matter what harm she tries to do us, you must never see her again. She is inadmissible anywhere.

 LADY WINDERMERE. But I want to see her. I want her to come here.

 LORD WINDERMERE. Never!

 LADY WINDERMERE. She came here once as YOUR guest. She must come now as MINE. That is but fair.

 LORD WINDERMERE. She should never have come here.

 LADY WINDERMERE. [Rising.] It is too late, Arthur, to say that now. [Moves away.]

· Now after she has discovered that Mrs. Erlynne was ready to sacrifice for her, she doubts all her beliefs about women; she is thinking that if she had made mistakes about Mrs. Erlynne then maybe she had made mistakes about others. So, it is not suitable to give your judgment about others. 
· A change has occurred in her beliefs about Victorian morality. Now she expresses her theory of good and bad to her husband. She is saying that good and bad are not two segregate entities (whole units). There are separate things, but they influence each other on borders. When you say (able to) you say able to do something good. But capable could be positive or negative; but it is mostly used for the negative. You say capable of (verb + ing). 
· Lady Windermere is saying that it is not sure that good women will always think reasonably and logically; sometimes, affected by emotion, they may lose their ability to judge properly and they would make wrong decisions. Lady Windermere’s moment of assertion was when she decided that she cannot live with her husband and that she must have her own share. To assert your self is to express your self and apply the authority you have. 
· She also says that bad people maybe called bad, but they may have the capacity of keeping good emotions. They are able to repent and regret what they have done and make amends. Lady Windermere first begins with her idea that she is not a bad woman and then she qualifies her idea in the sentence “I know she is not”; she says it with certainty. First she expresses her belief then she says Mrs. Erlynne is not bad, then she says with certainty that she is not. Not only her ideas about Mrs. Erlynne have changed, she is ready to defend her publically. She expresses her change of belief to others and she wants others to believe in her. She thinks it’s a very important discovery, and this is absolute truth, so other people should believe in it. 
· But her husband goes on arguing that the woman is impossible, and she will never come to the house. While they were arguing Mrs. Erlynne comes to the house. Lady Windermere says she insists to see her, and Lord Windermere tells her to speak to her first. What is he afraid of? He is afraid that Mrs. Erlynne would tell his wife that she is her mother. They have kept the secret successfully for six months, but why is he afraid now that she would tell her? Before, the purpose of the return of Mrs. Erlynne to this society was to regain her lost position and to be introduced to the high society so that she can enjoy life again as before. Windermere helped provide for this. They kept the secret and he promised eh would do the job; he gave her money to buy a house in a respectable neighborhood and he was arranging to invite her to the party. But he didn’t want to tell his wife or anybody else that she is the mother. Margret was told by her father that her mother died, so she has a very good picture of her mother; she doesn’t know that her mother was capable of doing something wrong. This would shatter the ideal picture of her mother in her mind, and it would harm her. 
· However, Mrs. Erlynne is now secluded from the upper class. Last night she was invited to have dinner with Lady Jedburgh. But now that she is discovered in Darlington’s house, all her chances are lost. Windermere knows how eager Mrs. Erlynne was to come back to society. Now she has lost one chance and she should use the other chance, which is to tell the Lady Windermere that she is her mother; she will be hurt, she might get angry, but at last she will accept her and then Mrs. Erlynne will be introduced to society as the mother of Lady Windermere. When he paid her money it was decided that she would not tell; but now that she came, she may break her promise and tell Lady Windermere everything. While they are arguing Mrs. Erlynne comes and he has no chance to speak to her alone. 
· Mrs. Erlynne is a clever and skillful lady who never lets the shadow of gloom affects her: Mrs. Erlynne says she is going away to live abroad and has decided she wouldn’t come back. Mrs. Erlynne says she wants a photograph of Lady Windermere with her baby. So Lady Windermere goes upstairs and Mrs. Erlynne is left alone with Windermere. 
· LORD WINDERMERE. [Standing C.] I sometimes wish you had. I should have been spared then the misery, the anxiety, the annoyance of the last six months. But rather than my wife should know--that the mother whom she was taught to consider as dead, the mother whom she has mourned as dead, is living--a divorced woman, going about under an assumed name, a bad woman preying upon life, as I know you now to be--rather than that, I was ready to supply you with money to pay bill after bill, xtravagance after extravagance, to risk what occurred yesterday, the first quarrel I have ever had with my wife. You don't understand what that means to me. How could you? But I tell you that the only bitter words that ever came from those sweet lips of hers were on your account, and I hate to see you next her. You sully the innocence that is in her. [Moves L.C.] And then I used to think that with all your faults you were frank and honest. You are not.
LORD WINDERMERE. [Turning round on her.] Therefore I have a right to look upon you as what you are--a worthless, vicious woman. I have the right to tell you never to enter this house, never to attempt to come near my wife -
 He says she didn’t give him all the details as to why she was there in Darlington’s house. He is hinting that she said she was wrong and wants to come back to society, but in reality she is a bad woman. But she doesn’t want to discuss these topics. He feels it was wrong to keep the secret for six months. 
· When they talk about the party and the invitation and she mentions the word “my daughter” many times, Windermere gets angry. 
· He tells her she didn’t remember her child for twenty years, but when she saw that she is married to a rich man she saw it as a good chance to make money because  her husband would be ready to pay money and help to save his wife from the disgrace that her name carries. 
· When people do bad things they don’t want to give these things bad names; like when calling bribery a gift. She doesn’t disagree with him that she came looking for money. Her intensions were mercenary. 
· Mrs. Erlynne thinks she had saved her daughter, that’s why she repeats the word (spoiled) but she means the opposite.
· He tells her that he doesn’t want to see the fan that reminds him of her with his wife. 
· Margret has a picture of her mother (Mrs. Erlynne in her youth) which she kisses every night before sleeping. So Windermere wants to get rid of this too. At the time her picture was taken she was not married and she had an innocent expression; he thought that innocent expression reflected that innocence of her. She tells him that dark hair and the innocent expression were the fashion then. This shows Victorian hypocrisy and appearances. 
· In Mrs. Erlynne’s last speeches we see that she is quite different from the prevalent code of behavior: 
MRS. ERLYNNE. [With a note of irony in her voice.] To bid good- bye to my dear daughter, of course. [LORD WINDERMERE bites his under lip in anger. MRS. ERLYNNE looks at him, and her voice and manner become serious. In her accents at she talks there is a note of deep tragedy. For a moment she reveals herself.] Oh, don't imagine I am going to have a pathetic scene with her, weep on her neck and tell her who I am, and all that kind of thing. I have no ambition to play the part of a mother. Only once in my life like I known a mother's feelings. That was last night. They were terrible--they made me suffer--they made me suffer too much. For twenty years, as you say, I have lived childless,--I want to live childless still. [Hiding her feelings with a trivial laugh.] Besides, my dear Windermere, how on earth could I pose as a mother with a grown-up daughter? Margaret is twenty-one, and I have never admitted that I am more than twenty-nine, or thirty at the most. Twenty-nine when there are pink shades (chances to enjoy pleasure and being paid attention to), thirty when there are not. So you see what difficulties it would involve. No, as far as I am concerned, let your wife cherish the memory of this dead, stainless mother (a mother who is pure in character). Why should I interfere with her illusions? I find it hard enough to keep my own. I lost one illusion last night. I thought I had no heart. I find I have, and a heart doesn't suit me, Windermere. Somehow it doesn't go with modern dress. It makes one look old. [Takes up hand-mirror from table and looks into it.] And it spoils one's career at critical moments.
· She says that she is not going to make a dramatic scene by putting her head on her shoulder and things like that. She is not ready to tell her who she is and play the part of a mother and all that. The hedonistic influence in her comes back. It is clear now that she never regretted for twenty years. She gives an idea of motherhood ordaining specific duties. If you accept to be a mother you are expected to do specific duties and sacrifice your personal demands. That feeling of motherhood came to her only last night; she went into an experience and she knew how difficult and terrible it is to be a mother with the feeling of responsibility. But she doesn’t want to continue to play the part of mother. She says she cannot admit to be more than thirty, and she cannot admit that she is a mother because her daughter is twenty-one. She wants her daughter to live in the illusion that her mother was this very loving and pure ideal. Mrs. Erlynne had an illusion that she didn’t have a heart and can do anything. The kind of life she wants to live does not require a heart. 
· This is Oscar Wilde’s aestheticism. He is actually going against Victorianism. He presents the picture of a mother opposite to those who exist in society. Mrs. Erlynne says that if she has a heart she will get the feeling of being old. But in modern society she wears fashionable dress and wants to look young, and she doesn’t want her heart to tell her that she is old. 
· Maybe Mrs. Erlynne thinks it is better for her daughter that she should go away now that she had saved her life. She wants to marry, but she doesn’t want to enjoy life at the cost of her daughter. So, when the time came and her daughter badly needed help, she was ready to sacrifice her reputation for the sake of her daughter. Now she doesn’t want to appear as a mother because that will be too much. While keeping her daughter safe, if she can enjoy life, why not? She doesn’t want to be a sentimental mother. The only proof of being a good mother she has she cannot present. 
· MRS. ERLYNNE. [Rising.] I suppose, Windermere, you would like me to retire into a convent, or become a hospital nurse, or something of that kind, as people do in silly modern novels. That is stupid of you, Arthur; in real life we don't do such things--not as long as we have any good looks left, at any rate. No--what consoles (comforts) one nowadays is not repentance, but pleasure. Repentance is quite out of date (old-fashioned). And besides, if a woman really repents, she has to go to a bad dressmaker, otherwise no one believes in her. And nothing in the world would induce me to do that. No; I am going to pass entirely out of your two lives. My coming into them has been a mistake--I discovered that last night.
· Lord Windermere is shocked by her opinions. There was a general belief that if a woman has led a bad life and wanted to repent and become a good woman again she must stay away from all pleasures of life and devote herself for virtue and the service of mankind; like becoming a nun or a nurse in hospital. But if she marries again it would mean that she still has the germs of pleasure. This was an accepted gender expectation from a bad woman who repents. Mrs. Erlynne says she is not going to act like the characters in modern novels. She will not conform to the accepted code of behavior. She says it is stupid of him if he believes she would choose that kind of life. She is saying that people who retire from life, it is not out of their will, but because there are no chances left. She says nobody gets any comfort from repentance and seclusion. If a woman repents she has to show it in appearance; she is not allowed to make a good dress, she has to neglect herself. She says she will not spoil her appearance; she repents but she does not repent in the way society expects. 
· Windermere says he will tell his wife about her reality, but Mrs. Erlynne doesn’t want this; she knows what weapon would work on Lord Windermere. She threatens him that if he tells Margret she is her mother she will do everything to disgrace them. In the end Lady Windermere comes and gives Mrs. Erlynne her picture and she asks her about her father. Margret answers that her father loved her mother. This affects Mrs. Erlynne emotionally and she decides she must leave. 
· Margret asks Mrs. Erlynne that she would tell her husband, but Mrs. Erlynne says if she wants to pay her for the favor she did her then she should promise never to tell him. 
End …
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