
Discourse Analysis

Discourse Analysis:
It is an effort to interpreter what the writer or speaker intended to convey with in a sensitive social context.
The word "discourse" is usually defined as "language beyond sentence" and the analysis of discourse is typically concerned with the study of language in texts and conversation. So, it is concerned with the accurate representation of forms and structure. However, as language-users, we are capable of more than simply recognizing correct versus, incorrect forms, and structures. 
For example: We can make sense of notices like "No shoes, no service" on shop windows in summer, understanding that a conditional relation exists between the two parts ("If you are wearing no shoes, you will receive no service"). We have the ability to create complex discourse interpretation of fragmentary linguistic messages. 

The differences between grammar and discourse 
Grammar: rules to form grammatical units, clauses or phrases.
Discourse: refers to a larger units, paragraph or conversation. 


The co-oprative principle:
The cooperative principle describes how effective communication in conversation is achieved in common social situations. The cooperative principle can be divided into four maxims, called the Gricean maxims, describing specific rational principles observed by people who obey the cooperative principle; these principles enable effective communication. 
I. Maxim of Quantity: (be truthful) Make your contribution as informative as is required but not more or less than is required.
II. Maxim of Quality: Don't say that which you believe to be false or for which you lack evidence.
III. Maxim of Relation: Be relevant.
IV. Maxim of Manner: Be clear, brief and orderly. 

For example: 
Sara: Are you going to the party tonight?
Lara: I've got exam tomorrow.

Apparently this exchange have no relevance but by using these Maxims we can analyze the discourse as: 
I. Maxim of Quantity: information is that Lara has exam.
II. Maxim of Quality: She is describing a fact of her exams.
III. Maxim of Relation: It is the reason why she could not come to the party.
IV. Maxim of Manner:  A clear cut refusal.
 
1. Hedges: 
Hedges can be defined as words or phrases used to indicate that we're not really sure that what we're saying is sufficiently correct or complete. We can use sort of or kind of as hedges on the accuracy of our statements, as in descriptions such as The book cover is sort of yellow (rather than it is yellow). These are examples of hedges on the quality maxim. 

Other examples would include the expressions listed below that people sometimes put at the beginning of their conversational contributions.
As for as I know…
Now, correct me if I'm wrong, but…
I'm not absolutely sure, but…

2. Implicatures:
What a speaker means differs from what the sentence used by the speaker means. Consider the following dialogue.
          Alan: Are you going to Paul's party?
          Barb: I have to work.
If this was a typical exchange, Barb meant that she is not going to Paul's party. But the sentence she uttered does not mean that she is not going to Paul's party. Hence Barb did not say that she is not going, she implied it.
Another example: 
He is an Englishman; he is, therefore, brave.
In this sentence, the meaning of therefore creates an implicature. It implicates causality.
The speaker who uses the previous example implicates, but does not say that, the fact that man is brave follows from his being an Englishman.



















Difference between
Spoken & written language (6)

	1) Manner of production

	

	Spoken:
1-the speaker has available to him the full range of 'voice quality' effect (a s well as facial expression, postural and gestural systems).
- Armed with these he can always override the
effect of the words he speaks.
 2-The speak must monitor what it is that he has just said, and determine whether it matches his intentions, while he is uttering his current phrase and monitoring that.
3- simultaneously planning his next utterance
and fitting that into the overall pattern of what he wants to say and
monitoring.(not only his own performance but its
reception by his hearer.)
4-He has no permanent record of what he has
said earlier.

	Written:
1- the writer may look over what he has already
written (pause between each word with no fear of his interlocutor interrupting him,)
2- take his time in choosing a particular word(even
looking it up in the dictionary if necessary)
3-check his progress with his note.
4-change his mind about what he wants to say.
{Whereas the speaker is under considerable pressure to keep on talking during the period allotted to him,
the writer is characteristically under no such pressure . The
speaker knows that any words which pass his 16swill be heard by his interlocutor and, if they are not what he intends, he will have to undertake active, public 'repair', the writer can cross out and rewrite in the privacy of his study}




	2) The representation of discourse : texts.

	

	 3) Written texts:{characteristic of written text}

- A 'text' may be differently presented in different
editions, with different type-face(size of paper-two columns)
- Where the original text exploits typographical variety, a text reproduced in one type-face may lack some of the quality of the original(e.g newspaper)
 {The point that the author makes with this particular spelling would be lost if the words were reproduced in their standard form. It might then be claimed that such a form of the text was incomplete or inadequate, because the point which the author wishes to make is no longer accessible from the written text.}

	 4) Spoken texts:

1- The problems encountered with the notion of 'text' as the
verbal record of a communicative act become a good deal more complex when we consider what is meant by spoken 'text'.
2-The simplest view to assume is that a tape-recording of a communicative act will preserve the 'text'..
3-The tape-recording may also preserve a good deal  that may be extraneous to the text (coughing, chairs
creaking - We shall insist-that these events do not constitute part of
the text)
- details of accent and pronunciation are lost.
E.g { We have no standard conventions for-representing the
paralinguistic features of the utterance which are summarized as 'voice quality', yet the effect of an utterance being said kindly and sympathetically is clearly very different from the effect if it is said brutally and harshly. Similarly it is usually possible to determine from a speaker's voice his or her sex, approximate age and educational status, as well as some aspects of state of health and personality.}




	5) The relationship between speech & writing.
	*The major differences between speech and writing derive from the fact that one is essentially transitory and the other is designed to be permanent.

	 Written:
- that written language has two main functions:
1) first is the storage function which permits communication over time & space.
2)the second is that which 'shifts language from
the oral to the visual domain' and permits words and sentences to be examined out of their original contexts, 'where they appear in a very different and highly "abstract" context'.
	 Speech:
- It seems reasonable to suggest that, whereas in daily life in a literate culture, we use speech largely for the establishment and maintenance of human relationships (primarily interactional use), we use written language largely for the working out of and transference of information (primarily transactional use).


	6) Differences in form between written and spoken language.
	10 main point in the book p 15-16-17




The differences between spoken and written interaction: even though you may be an excellent writer, you will not be an excellent oral communicator if you use the same approach in speaking as you do for the written word.
1-The basic difference is in transmission of the message, speech is transmitted by means of voice and sounds, while writing is transmitted by graphic means - letters (spelling and grammar, of course, play a big role).  
-2-Spoken language must be easily and instantly understandable to the listener 
If the listener misunderstands, he cannot go back and reread.
3-Spoken language should be more repetitive. 
4-It is important to rephrase several times key ideas you want the listener to take away with them.
5-Spoken language is simpler in structure than written language.
6-In speech sentences are longer. 
7-Spoken language is sparse, written language is dense, yet both kinds of interaction are organized, but follow different rules. 
8-Spoken language is a process, speech is produced and received almost instantaneously and is an on-line process, the recipients can follow its production from the beginning to the end. With written language more times is needed to produce a message, needs to be polished, the receiver does not know how long it took for the message to be written, the speaker can forget parts of the message s/he wished to convey– written message can be revised. 
9-Speech is gone immediately after we have stopped speaking/listening, it is stored in short-term memory for a very short time (a few seconds), which is why we can 
tolerate false starts, pauses, gaps and the like - we forget them quickly. Only a very 
small portion of an instance of spoken interaction is stored into long-term memory. 
(We only become aware of the false starts, pauses etc. when we transcribe speech for the purpose of analysis). 
10-In speech we use everyday words, written language uses complex lexicon 
11-The choice of some lexical items (synonyms, antonyms) are usually repeated in speech but they vary in writing. 
12-Speech includes verbal and non-verbal fillers, which are used to avoid silence, which in speech usually means that one has finished talking. 
13-In writing, punctuation is used to separate the message into units, in speech pauses and prosody performs this function (this also varies from language to language – Slovene punctuation is governed by strict rules, English punctuation is governed by what we wish to say - the rules are more lax).  




Sentence and Utterance:
- An Utterance  is any stretch of talk, by one person, before and after which there is silence on the part of that person.
- A Sentence is a string of words put together by the grammatical rules of a language. (or) it is a grammatically complete string of words expressing a complete thought.
- The features of utterance considered as the features of spoken language.
- The features typical of written language as characteristic of sentences.
   [ utterance are spoken    and    sentence are written ]
- We apply these terms ' utterance and sentence' to what Lyons describes as " the products of ordinary language-behavior". 
- The type of object is important in the sentence term.
- Lyons makes a distinction between ' text-sentence' and 'system-sentence'


Context:
- The parts of something written/spoken that immediately precede and follow a word/passage and clearfiy its meaning.  
- The words 'environment', 'circumstances' or context have the same meaning and we have referred them in which language is used. 
- In the recent years, we remark that the idea that a sentence can be fully analyzed without taking 'context' into account has seriously questioned.
- pragmatics: is any analytic approach in linguistics which involves contextual consideration, necessarily belongs to that area of language study.
[bookmark: _GoBack]- ' Doing discourse analysis ' primarily consists of 'doing pragmatics' and certainly involves 'doing syntax and semantics'.
- The discourse analyst treats his data as an instrument of communication in context by speaker / writer to express meanings and achieve intentions, and he seeks to describe regularities in the linguistics realization used by people to communicate those meanings and intention. ىفثءف t of communication in cotecation s''age study.
s contexual hout of ordinary language-behaviour".

Co-text:
- The linguistics environment in which a word is used within a text.
- Lewis introduced co-ordinate to take account of sentences which include specific reference to what has been mentioned before as in phrases like the aforementioned.
- The def. of co-text is the words which occur in discourse are constrained by what, following Halliday.
- The interpretation of individual lexical items is constrained by
 co-text , so is the interpretation of utterances within a discourse. 
- The interpretation is ruled out by the following co-text. (The co-text helps us to get the specific meaning to the word)
- when the author use many co-text that make us understand the text in the certain way. 
- Anaphoric reference × Cataphoric reference:  
a) Anaphoric reference: is a word used to refer to what mentioned early, usually nouns (eg. I like spaghetti).
Another example, I went out with Sara on Sunday. She looked awful.
b) Cataphoric reference: is word used to refer to what will be mentioned later on, usually pronouns (eg. Listen to this). 
Another example, When he arrived, John noticed that the door was open.
< "he" clearly refers to "John" 
- The power of co-text in constraining interpretation. 
- The more co-text there is, in general, the more secure the interpretation.
Like the word prayer, it always come with certain word. Like, pre-down prayer, noon prayer, afternoon prayer, sunset prayer and evening prayer.

Discourse fragments and the notion "topic" 
· The data studied in discourse analysis is a fragment of discourse, and the discourse analyst has always to decide where the fragment begins and end (in order to decide what constitutes a satisfactory unit for analysis.
· Having selected data, the investigators will study feature such as (topic-rhythm-loudness of syllable) in the data, and spend relatively little or no time studying the morphology.
· The topic depend on the (age-sex-linguistic background) of the speaker.
· Ways for identifying the boundaries: 
a- Explicit way "formulaic expressions" : 
Once upon an time ….. And they lived happily ever after.
These markers help the analyst decide where the beginning of a coherent fragment of discourse occurs.
b- Implicit way "intuitive notion" :
The analyst is forced to depend on intuitive notions about where one part of conversation ends and another begins.
Speaker change doesn’t necessarily terminate a coherent fragment of conversation.
· Intuitive notion of topic :
       By appealing to the intuitive notion of topic the analyst can decide which point of speaker change among the many could treated as the end of one chunks of the conversation.
       The chunk of conversation in discourse then can be treated as a unit of some kind because it's on a particular topic.  
        The notion of topic is intuitively a satisfactory way of describing the unifying principle which makes one stretch of discourse 'about' something and the next stretch 'about' something else.
         Topic could be described as the most frequently, unexplained, term in the analysis of discourse.     



Sentential topic 
· A traditional grammatical analysis of a sentence: subject & predicate. Mary saw john
Mary (subject)          saw john (predicate) 
· Topic and comment are related to the subject and the predicate of the sentence. 
Mary (topic)               saw john (comment)
That new book by Tomas Guernsey (topic only)           I haven’t read yet.
· Topic: (theme) of sentence, what is being talked about.
· Comment: (rheme) what is being said about the topic. 
· Distinction between topic and comment: sentential topic may coincide with the grammatical subject. 
· Topicalisation (a term which identifies a particular sentential constituent.
· We are not concerned with the structure of linguistic unit, but we considering "topic" as a grammatical constituent of any kind.
· This type of "topic" is unlikely to be identifiable as one part of a sentence.    

Discourse topic
· Discourse topic is not a simple NP, but a proposition.
· Discourse topic is a proposition about which some claim is made or elicited (represents in any fragment of conversational discourse the topic of the whole fragment).
· Some experiments treated topic as equivalent to title. 
· There must be for any fragment of conversational discourse, a single proposition (expressed as a phrase or sentence).
· For any text, there is a single correct expression which is the topic and there is a number of different ways of expressing the topic. 
                  Mike house was so comfortable and warm. He really did not want to leave, but he couldn’t afford the rent, you know. And it had such a nice garden in the back.
Discourse topic: established the first sentence (Mike's house).
Sentential topic: the following sentence, a new topic established on the sentence level, he (Mike).
· Discourse topic: what a part of discourse is about, what discourse about.
· Sentential topic: what is predicated about an entity in sentence, what sentence about. 

Speaker's Topic:
-Some topics are not relevant to a particular conversation because it is a general rule about conversation that it is your business not to tell people what you can suppose they know. 
-Topics are often not fixed beforehand, but NEGOTIATED.  
 -Speaker's topic: what I think we are talking about. (Brown & Yule)
-Sometimes, when a new topic is introduced into the conversation by one of the speakers, another speaker does not want or simply cannot contribute to the topic framework.
-We should look at a fragment of spoken discourse, not in terms of how we would characterize the participants' shared information, but in terms of a process in which each participant express a personal topic within the general topic framework of the conversation as a whole.
-Sometimes the “lost speaker” would produce some contentless noises, which are called back channels (Duncan). 
 

The Linearisation Problem:
Linearisation: is moving in a straight line, orderly line. - 
 - In linearisation we have line and we followed it, we moved on straight line. 
- In linearization the speaker/ writer has to choose a beginning point (comment or theme). 
Ex: He did not like the film.  [ comment (C) ]
      He saw it yesterday.  [topic (T) ]
the writer in this example starts with comment, the linearisation of these sentences is Comment-Theme.
- linearisationt problem: a liner order has to be determined over any knowledge structure to be formulated. (outsource/The speaker`s linearization problem By W.J.M Levelt)
- consider just two types of invented examples. First of all, consider the effect of an identical attributive description being preceded by different evaluative comments: 
1)  negative evaluation:
EX: I can`t stand Sally Binns.
      She`s tall and thin and walk like a crane.
2)  positive evaluation:
EX: I do admire Sally Binns.
       She`s tall and thin and walk like crane.
- Consider next the effect of linear sequencing on the interpretation of events in time where 'the listener can be expected to drive different implicatures from different orderings'
EX: a. She married and became pregnant.
      b. She became pregnant and married.
(the order of event is different)
- A line presented in a given context is perceived as being longer than a line of the same length which is presented in a different context. 
>ــــــــــــــــ<
<ـــــــــــــــــ>
The same length in different arrow, but the head of arrow make the dawn line more toll than one. 
- A helpful approach to discourse though it is not without its challenges is to search the discourse for place where new semantic environments are established. These semantic boundaries called 'Topic' . (outsource/slideshare.net)
- Together Topic and Comment constitute the thematisation functions at the paragraph and discourse levels. (outsource/slideshare.net)
فاثe length in different arrow, but the head of arrow ger than a line of the same length which is presented in a different conte
Theme:
- The term theme refer to a formal category, the left-most constituent of the sentence.
- each simple sentence has a theme 'the starting point of the utterance' and a rheme. 
- Rheme is everything else that follows in the sentence which consists of 'what the speaker state about, or in regard to, the starting point of the utterance'. 
- the Rheme  is "any additional process information for the current actor". (outsource/slideshare.net)
- the theme is what speakers / writers use and called 'point of departure'.
- It is a striking feature of English that there exists a very wide range of syntactic forms which used to convey the same propositional or cognitive content. 
EX: a. John kissed Mary.
       b. Mary was kissed by John.
       c. It was John who kissed Mary.   
         d. It was Mary who kissed by John.
       e. What John did was kiss Mary.       
       f. Who John kisses was Mary.
       g. Mary, John kissed her.     
  All these sentences have the same meaning but use different in structure.
- The example (4) in p. 128 is important. In number (a) the writer starts with subject, and in number (b) he starts with predicate.
- It is important to note that the left-most constituent is not always the grammatical subject. 
- the predictably more locational adverbials thematises.
 EX: On some islands it is best if you …
They use a lot of adverbial phrases of places.
- when the grammatical subject is thematised, this seems self-evident.
EX: Fred borrowed a hammer from John.
       John lent a hummer to Fred.
These two sentences have the same meaning even when the noun phrase was changed.
- Thematic analysis must extend beyond the level of clause if one is to grasp the discourse topic.  (outsource/slideshare.net)
- The main thematic elements are Theme and Rheme, and together these  elements constitute a "Thematic Unit".  (outsource/slideshare.net)
 

Thematisation and 'staging':
-  thematisation as a discoursal rather than simply a sentenial process.
- thematisation: the mental act or process of selecting particular topics as themes in discourse or words as themes in sentences. (outsource/ The Free Dictionary )
- Thus a title will influence the interpretation of the text which follows. The first sentence of the first paragraph will constrain the interpretation not only of the paragraph, but also of the rest of the text.
[the title must be have the same meaning of text but sometimes the title tackle the opposite meaning like in magazine and newspaper.]
-  staging: it comes from the word "stage".
  

Staging: 
There are a number of terms for the way in which discourse is organised – staging / thematisation / topicalisation. These terms refer to the way the speaker/writer controls perspective (point of view / empathy) on what is said. 
-Staging is a more general term than thematisation (which refers only to the linear organization of texts)
-Staging can occur at the level of sentence or the level of discourse.
-“Every clause, sentence, paragraph, discourse is organised around an element that is taken as its point of departure” (Grimes)
-This “point of departure” can be regarded as a sense of focus which speakers/writers and listeners/readers possess. The discourse analyst needs to be able to identify what this point of departure is and how it is managed by speakers/writers. Thus an initial main clause will refer to an important event, while following subsidiary clauses will supply subsidiary information.
-For example: previous text can affect our interpretation of a sentence for the way in which our interpretation of “she’s tall and thin and walks like a crane” is influenced by whether we use “I do like Sally Binns” or “I do dislike Sally Binns”.

-Clements suggests: “Staging is a dimension of prose structure which identifies the relative prominence given to various segments of prose discourse. The definition of staging permits the inclusion of rhetorical devices like lexical selection, rhyme, alliteration, repetition, use of metaphor, and markers of emphasis."

'Theme' as main character / topic entity:
We encounter uses of the term 'theme' quite different from the formally constrained category which we use to refer to the left-most constituent in the sentence or clause. 
-We find 'theme' used sometimes to refer to the grammatical subject of a series of sentences.
-We find 'theme' used in the psycholinguistics literature to refer not to a constituent, but directly to the referent of the constituent.
-For example: Theme as main character/ topic entity. E.g: “Jane Eyre”
-Thus Perfetti & Goldman write: "By thematisation we mean the discourse process by which a referent comes to be developed as the central subject of the discourse." This lettar usage leads naturally to an interpretation of theme as meaning 'main character.' 
-The discourse process of thematisation referred to by Perfetti & Goldman then leads to the foregrounding of a referent. 
-Perfetti & Goldman's results may help to explain why one basic organizational method for discourse production involves placing the main referent in subject position. Sets of sentences structured in this way may be easier to remember.
Look at the extracts in p. 136.
-The thematised elements do not simply produce a chronological list, but provide different 'points of departure' for considering the individual in different roles.

Titles and Thematisation:
-The title of discourse: Should be regarded as one possible expression of the topic, but not equated with the “topic”.
-Functions: Provide a starting point around which the discourse that follows is structured and constraints our interpretation of what follows. 
-When we found the name of an individual thematised in the title of the texts, we expected that individual to be the topic entity. 
Look at the extracts in p. 139. 
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