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Unit 1. Smiles and Laughter éaall g claludsy)

When a person goes to the theater, he does not always feel like watching a
serious, unhappy play.
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A tragedy is not the right thing for him when all he wants is to get relaxed and
watch something amusing.
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What he needs is a lighter play. When one feels this way, a comedy is the best thing
for him.
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In the Middle Ages, the word “comedy” was used for any piece of narrative

with a happy ending.
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This is why Dante called his famous work The Divine Comedy.
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Now comedy means a play which ends happily and is written mainly to amuse.
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In order to amuse, a comedy uses both wit and humour.
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Sometime a comedy is satirical, but this is not always the case.
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While a tragedy is concerned first of all with good and evil and the struggle

between them, a comedy’s main concern is man’s relation to society.
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We can say that a tragedy is a philosophical play while a comedy is social play.
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Many comedies satirize social types and try to make the audience aware of some
social ills.
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Generally, what makes people smile or laugh when they are watching a
comedy is some incongruity of speech, action or character.
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Incongruity is perhaps the essence of all comedies.
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If we watch a poor old man fall while he is walking we do not smile or laugh, we
feel pity.
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But if we see a proud person, who is trying to appear dignified, falling to the

ground, we laugh because the situation is incongruous.
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Like tragedy, comedy began in ancient Greece in religious festivals. In England
also, comedy had its origins in the religious plays of the Middle Ages.
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In the Elizabethan age, some of the great playwrights who wrote tragedies were also
writers of comedy.
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The best example is, of course, William Shakespeare, who wrote some of the
greatest comedies of all times.
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Another great playwright whose comedies are still very popular today is Moliere, a
Frenchman who lived in the seventeenth century.
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There are several types of comedy. In the “comedy of humours”, the behavior
of a character is controlled by a single characteristic.
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Thus, in this type of comedy, a character’s conduct may be entirely controlled by

his cowardice, jealousy or desire to imitate city gentlemen.
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A “comedy of manners” is a satirical comedy which was popular in the seventeenth

and eighteenth centuries.
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It satirizes the fashions and manners of an artificial society.
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In a “romantic comedy” serious love is the chief concern.

Usually the heroine is idealized, and love faces great difficulties.
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Most of Shakespeare’s comedies belong to this type.
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These are not the only type of comedy, but perhaps the most common.
e sad om ST Layy ST L sSI) )5l JS il @1 531 02

Al 5 jadl)

Today comedy is still very popular, but in serious drama, often a spectator does
not know whether to laugh or to cry.
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Sometimes, although the audiences laugh all the time while watching a play, they
leave the theatre with a bitter or disturbing feeling.
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In twentieth century drama, laugher is mixed with tears.
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