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Unit 2. A Task for Archeologists J&Y) slale daga

Arabia is a large peninsula between the Red Sea and the Arabian Gulf, forming

the southwest corner of Asia.
Ll e Al o inll (8N IS Al g oyl mdally sen Y1 el (8 4nd (b cuall B0

It occupies more than a million square miles, about one-third of the size of the
United States. Much of the area is barren desert.
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The weather is hot during the summer — dry in the interior and humid on the coasts.
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As in many desert regions, days are sunny and warm, and nights — with bright stars

and brilliant moonlight — are cool.
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Winter temperatures sometimes drop below freezing in central and northern Arabia.
b sl Bhliall 3 g Gl Gas & aeaill da s (e JB ) L83 351 all s o (bl
Al 5y 5ad) (e Aladll

Al 3 ysall

Arabia was best known in the past as the bridge between East and West, and

the source of Arab contributions to modern civilization.
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Sumerian traders crisscrossed Arabia 5,000, or more years ago.
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They were followed by the Babylonians, Assyrians and Persians.
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All of these traders left parts of their civilizations behind in Arabia.
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Phoenician sailors dropped anchor at Arabian seaports around 1000 B.C.
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The ancient Romans called the southwest coast of the peninsula “Fertile Arabia”.
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The region was a trade centre for ivory, silk, spices, copper, gold and jewels.
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Our holy Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessing of Allah be upon him) was

born in the city of Makkah in the year A.D. 570.
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When Allah ordered him to call people to Islam, the Arabs, after a short time,
believed him.
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They were strong believers who carried teachings of Islam to the rest of the world.
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Within less than two centuries, Islam captured the hearts of people living in a vast
area extending from China to Spain.
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The story of Islamic civilization is know all over the world, and European scholars,

in the past and at present, have written much on the indebtedness of the modern

European civilization to Islamic civilization, which reached the peak of its glory| in

the first five centuries after Hijjrah.
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But not as much is known about the pre-Islamic ages.
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Archeologists began to find ruins in 1800 A.D, and ruins are still being uncovered.
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In the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, great archeological efforts are being carried out in

Al-Jawf, Mada’in Salih, and Turaif areas, and eclsewhere, and many important

discoveries have been recently made and published.
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The huge cities, long and broad roads, dams, and cannels that have been found are

enough to tell of an ancient civilization.
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