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The writer of Dover Beach is  "Matthew Arnold" a Victorian poet and critic. Each poet has his own character that defines the age he lived in and the different attitudes handled in this period.
 
On the title of Dover Beach :
Starting with the title we can find many hidden meanings such as that in this place he spent a vacation with his wife. Dover Beach is a channel between England and France. This place is known as a good place to spend honey moon. That’s why it’s a good subject matter for a romance poem and that’s why he used it as a place to call on his beloved. 


The sea is calm to-night.
The tide is full, the moon lies fair
Upon the straits; on the French coast the light
Gleams and is gone; the cliffs of England stand;
Glimmering and vast, out in the tranquil bay.
Come to the window, sweet is the night-air!
Only, from the long line of spray
Where the sea meets the moon-blanched land,
Listen! you hear the grating roar
Of pebbles which the waves draw back, and fling,
At their return, up the high strand,
Begin, and cease, and then again begin,
With tremulous cadence slow, and bring
The eternal note of sadness in.



In this first stanza he describes the atmosphere at night which suggests it’s a romantic night. He speaks like an astronomer about the places of the moon and the tide. He mentioned the French coast which is one of two coasts over this channel the French and the English. The light gleams which is the lights of the moon with the movements of the sea that makes it gleams and go away. The bay is the channel.
 

No darkness in the surrounding atmosphere. He then speaks of what disturbs this romantic scene of the roaring of the waves and its pebbles. The first stanza is totally in a complete romantic atmosphere where everything is perfect and him being accompanied by his beloved. This romantic scene mentioned in the first stanza will change to a total negative attitude in the next stanza. The poem is developing little by little taking us away from this romantic scene to another scene. 



Sophocles long ago
Heard it on the A gaean, and it brought
Into his mind the turbid ebb and flow
Of human misery; we
Find also in the sound a thought,
Hearing it by this distant northern sea.

Tide is a phenomenon in the sea. The sound of the pebbles or the waves and its roaring. He does not mean that since he is mentioning Sophocles and his mind that became cloudy and turbid with human misery. This sound had been heard before by Sophocles himself and got him a vision concerning humanity and their misery. A "northern sea" means it's not just France which is a symbol of culture after the French revolution standing for miserable people not just financially but beyond to the spiritual part of their lives when they got empty inside but almost the northern sea countries. 

Arnold is the best  to describe how the whole nation is running or sliding to face a state of conflict between church or religion and science, heart and mind. We are directed to see that through his own eyes and how there are waves of changes by the sea influencing the nature surrounding. So, when one wave comes it come very high and strong then it crashes easily on the shore. He knows that the most dangerous point is the high point which is notable and inevitable and uncontrollable. No one can see such a point except only thinkers like Arnold. 

The roar of this place when he tried having tranquility and peace and solitude gets him to be able to focus and think which roars reminding him of Sophocles who thought of human misery. We do not know yet what's this human misery he means but we will look closer with him taking us in the third stanza to the suggested activity in his mind other than enjoying the romantic atmosphere and this alternative activity is not the work of the heart but the work of the mind looking only on this romantic atmosphere enjoying this scene but with Arnold we find him sharing the ancient things and its roaring.

 He is referring to the misery not the English only but of humanity in general. We won't know till the third stanza. 
The Sea of Faith
Was once, too, at the full, and round earth's shore
Lay like the folds of a bright girdle furled.
But now I only hear
Its melancholy, long, withdrawing roar,
Retreating, to the breath
Of the night-wind, down the vast edges drear
And naked shingles of the world.


Sea is used here as a metaphor the sea of faith means it's no longer the French or the English. The first stanza is an abstract of the image of the sea and uses it as a metaphor (“sea of faith”) to show that “once” humanity was more religious. The metaphor of “bright girdle furled” emphasizes that faith was inseparable to earth. People before were more religious than now and this repetition of waves movements is the retreating continuously state of faith. The first three lines of the stanza create a feeling of hope, whereas the last lines sound sad and hopeless. This stanza show his sadness and suffering of this inner conflict. Because it suggest a hope as well as a thought that’s why thinking is the only hope same as Sophocles wanted.
 
Darwinism was one of the ideas and approaches that spread at that time which spoke of the fate of humans with no existence of a God. This idea got bigger and controlled lots of peoples and thoughts and hearts at that time.

In the third stanza, the sea is turned into a metaphoric "Sea of Faith" a symbol for a time when religion could still be experienced without the doubts brought about by progress and science (Darwinism). Now, the 'Sea of Faith' and thus the certainty of religion withdraws itself from the human grasp and leaves only darkness behind. 

So, we have to reconsider this sea and go back to the beginning of the poem because he means the poetical meaning which is more important that the linguistic meaning here because he is referring to more sensitive thing which is more important to humanity which is faith. Whatever is meant by the sea here, is actually about faith and this deterioration he means is something as he mentioned started since Sophocles and reached its top during the Victorian's time and along with time passing, it becomes more bigger till it became high like the waves and became dangerous so it’s a step by step deterioration which is gradual and over ages.

People were full of faith and close to God. Now it’s the melancholy of faith and sadness on faith being killed in the hears of people and forgotten behind. The roar is a roar of withdrawal or going backward not forward so faith is retreating to night or darkness. People are brave enough to admit being unbelievers. This belt or shingle of no believing became around the whole world and loss of faith and the only thing left is the sense of not being loved.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ah, love, let us be true
To one another! for the world, which seems
To lie before us like a land of dreams,
So various, so beautiful, so new,
Hath really neither joy, nor love, nor light,
Nor certitude, nor peace, nor help for pain;
And we are here as on a darkling plain
Swept with confused alarms of struggle and flight,
Where ignorant armies clash by night

The only way to survive is to love and be honest to each others. The outcome of loss of faith is the loss of humanity and the fall down of ethics and moralities. He is bringing us back to two nations England and France speaking of being honest to one another. He want us to be true or humans in general. The idea of him being invited by this romantic view to think of this loss of faith, there is still some beauty on earth and still there is hope with those few people who still think whenever they attend such beautiful scene. 

The last stanza is suggesting some hope and he want some understanding of love and reality to all humanity to one another because the world we live in where some places are still primitive like the lands of dreams or that there are people by nature are still able to dream. He hope for some love and reality because these are the hope of recovering all these ugly facts they are living. The alarm he means is that people should hurry up because there is no love no light no happiness but he is hoping for some.

According to him dreaming is the starting point because without them we would die and dreams are the start of a change. He is sad for the confusion and loss of faith but with science supporting it would be a disaster because science and religion are hopes for a new life. Science is giving people an access to think and get a new financial life with new changes rather than these Darwinism thoughts of the strong is to survive.
The ignorant armies of all those who follow with blindness and those people who are not enough enlightened to see that God is behind everything happening in our life. That’s why he mentioned Sophocles as a symbol of a thinker of someone who uses his mind to find out truth and look at things in a different way.

The tone changes in the last verse of the poem in the sense that it now not simply resents mutability, but is also a tone pleading with the reader to realize nothing is as stable and reliable as one perceives it, not to take the world for granted, and to stay true to one another. He is trying to give alternatives to this change. Nothing is reliable but his praying and expressing his feelings.

Arnold through "Dover Beach" describes the effects of industrialization of the 19th century England and how science gave them strength while religion was in the back of their lives or the bottom of their list. Victorian world was changing very rapidly with the growth of science and technology. This poem condemns the loss of faith, religion and the meaning of life resulting from the industrialization and advancement in science and technology. The way he is expressing his feelings is recreating like the waves coming back again and again. We never are left to darkness completely as long as we have dreams. We are losing faith which get us to loss life with its values. 

The poem is four stanzas we start with a romantic scene or tone then the second one prepared us to the sadness in the third then the hope in the forth with the dreams. 
