
Second Semester

Poetry 3 
· Regarding the exam:- 
· Usually when you write theme it is very concise and it contains the main idea; it has to be so concise that it can be expressed in one sentence. As for the subject matter, you can include many things. On the other hand the theme has to be short and to the point. 
· The introduction has to be 3 or 4 lines maximum. Then you start writing about the poem itself, according to the question. Don’t write it in a childish way. You should write about the poem in a professional way. For example you start by saying that the poem is a translation from Petrarch. It starts with a metaphor comparing the life of the speaker to a galley which is sailing across rough seas and facing a lot of problems alone, it is night, it is cold, he is suffering from a lot of coldness and loneliness as well, and he cannot see his way clearly. We know at the end that there is no galley or anything; it is his life that is facing all these troubles and he is suffering alone. 
· Then you come to the conclusion where you write about how the theme is conveyed through the images, conceit, etc. And then you write about the poem that it is a Petrarchan sonnet, its 14 lines rhyme and how it is divided into octave and sestet, with the octave typical of the Petrarchan while the sestet is different where he doesn’t give the answer immediately; he continues the idea. Here he shows his originality and authenticity (that he is somehow creative). He is imitating and learning from the classics but he insists on showing his skill as well and this is something very related to the age. 
· When you write you write in an essay form. 

· If you were given the question “explain the poem” or “comment on the poem” you have to write fully. But if you were given a question like “explain the image…” or “comment on the form of the poem” then you write five or six lines on the poem alone, then you answer the question given. 

Farewell Love by Thomas Wyatt
Farewell, Love, and all thy laws for ever: 
Thy baited hooks shall tangle me no more. 
Senec and Plato call me from thy lore, 
To perfect wealth my wit for to endeavour. 
In blind error when I did persever, 
Thy sharp repulse, that pricketh aye so sore, 
Hath taught me to set in trifles no store, 
And scape forth, since liberty is lever*. [desirable] 
Therefore farewell, go trouble younger hearts, 
And in me claim no more authority; 
With idle youth go use thy property, 
And thereon spend thy many brittle darts. 
For, hitherto though I've lost my time, 
Me lusteth no longer rotten boughs to climb.
Difficult vocabulary:-
(Farewell: goodbye) – (thy [old English]: your, thee [old English]: you) – (baited: مزود بطُعم), (hooks:صنارة) – (tangle me: catch me) – (lore: علم، فقه، معرفة) – (endeavor: يسعى) – (error: wrong or mistake) – (persever [persevere]: insist on or repeat), (repulse: صد، خيبة، رد) – (sharp: قاس) – (pricketh [old English of prick]: يجرح) – (aye: yes) – (sore: قرح، خراج) – (hath: old English of has) – (trifle: worthless شيء تافه) – (store: keep) – (scape: move) – (forth: إلى الأمام) – (lever: higher or more precious) – (claim: يطالب) – (idle: تافه، كسِل) – (thereon: from now on) – (brittle: weak هش، زائل، سريع الإنكسار) – (darts: رماح خفيفة) – (hitherto: حتى الآن) – (lusteth [old English of lust]: يرغب، يشتهي) – (bough: فرع شجرة) – (rotten: bad) 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Farewell, Love, and all thy laws for ever: 
Thy baited hooks shall tangle me no more.
· Goodbye to you and all your rules, goodbye to your authority (power), and obligations (تقييد) forever. 

· You put the bait in the hook in order to attract fish and catch it. There is a metaphor here in “your baited hooks” because nobody is fishing. He is referring to love and the lady whom he loves as one who has hooks to catch or attract young men. This is a metaphor where he compares her to a fisherman who has baited hooks. He is saying you have no power over me.

Senec and Plato call me from thy lore, 
To perfect wealth my wit for to endeavour. 
· Seneca is one of the classic philosophers of ancient Rome, and Plato is a Greek philosopher.  What kind of lore is that lady giving him? Her lore is her magic and beauty. Now Seneca and Plato are calling me, attracting me, or pulling me out of your lore. But why Seneca and Plato? It is because they were philosophers who emphasized the education and the using of the mind; they emphasized the idea that Man has to be controlled by reason (العقل والمنطق) not emotion. Seneca and Plato are pulling me out of your lore and taking me to the perfect wealth (knowledge). I have to develop my mind and my reason and I’m not following you anymore. 
· To mention somebody who is famous or to refer to something (place or event for e.g.) which is famous is to attract readers as well as to emphasize the idea; he wants you to recall all that you know about this famous person or thing. So instead of narrating or writing many lines, a writer summarizes them in one or two expressions using your own knowledge as reader. The allusion (الإشارة) has to be known to the reader so that it will give power and emphasize the idea in the poem. We’re talking about the Renaissance and the going back or reviving of the classics; it means that they know that Seneca and Plato were two classical philosophers who called to educate wit and to improve reason, and that Man has to be controlled by reason not emotion. So, instead of saying this from the very beginning he tells his lover farewell, I don’t want your teaching, I don’t want to be controlled by emotion again, I will improve my reason; he calls it perfect wealth. 
In blind error when I did persever, 
Thy sharp repulse, that pricketh aye so sore,
Hath taught me to set in trifles no store, 
And scape forth, since liberty is lever*.
· “When I did persevere”>>> I insisted on it in the past. He is speaking about his experience. His blind mistake was love. Again that’s another metaphor. 

· She rejected him with a painful response. When the wound is infected (ملوث) it becomes so painful. The pain I’ve suffered from your love taught me not to keep trifle (worthless: عديمة القيمة) things; her love is a trifle thing. It taught him to move forward not backward. I learned from the pain you have caused me (from your hooks) that I don’t want to be hooked in your love anymore and that my freedom is more precious. See the conceit from the beginning of the poem: he started with the hooks, the sharp repulse and pricketh; all related to the hooks which she tangled him with. 
Therefore farewell, go trouble younger hearts, 
And in me claim no more authority; 
With idle youth go use thy property, 
And thereon spend thy many brittle darts. 
· Go trouble younger people because they are naïve and controlled by emotions whereas mature people are not. You don’t have any authority or power on me. Her property is her magic and authority which come from her beauty. So he is saying use your property away from me; use it with idle youth and younger hearts. From now on use your weak fragile darts (he is referring to Cupid the god of love in Greek mythology and his arrows of love) on younger hearts; you don’t have any authority on me anymore. 
For, hitherto though I've lost my time, 
Me lusteth no longer rotten boughs to climb.
· Because from now on, though I’ve lost all my time in the past, I will not anymore desire to climb rotten boughs (branches). 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· The theme here is suffering from love. The theme is explained in the beginning when he says Seneca and Plato are calling me to enrich my mind, to perfect my mind with perfect wealth (wit). 
· What is the mood of the poem here? The speaker here has self-confidence, he knows his way. He is not lost like the speaker in My Galley. Most poems speak about love, and suffering from love is somehow mentioned here and there, but the mood and the tone (النبرة) here is totally different. The tone is attitude of the speaker or the poet towards the subject matter of the poem. It is a tone of someone who knows his way; not a tone of despair and hopelessness (يأس) like “My Galley”.   
· If we want to compare the two speakers in the two poems:
· We’re going to mention the mood and the tone. We have to mention the fact that even though in My Galley the speaker knows that he has to be controlled by reason, his reason is drowned; it doesn’t exist anymore. But here the speaker knows that reason is the solution. He knows where he is going and he has made a decision; the poem here is decisive (فيها قرار). He is going to educate and empower his reason. 
· The form of the poem:- 

· The rhyme scheme of Farewell Love is (ABBA ABBA CDDC EE), same as the rhyme scheme in My Galley. He followed the Petrarchan sonnet form in terms of the Petrarchan octave (ABBA ABBA), but in the sestet he changed it to (CDDC EE). It is one of the main characteristics of English poetry during the Renaissance that they learned from the traditional but they added their touch, showing their originality and authenticity. 

· What do we mean by allusion? 

· Allusion is a reference to a person, an event or a place in history in order to recall the knowledge of the mind of readers to emphasize the idea or the theme of the poem. It’s different from (illusion: وهم). 

· The last two rhyming lines in a sonnet are called the “couplet”. Why here did he use the couplet in the end although the theme is not exactly in the last two lines? The decision is there in the last two lines (the couplet). He is saying from now on I’ll draw a line, I’m not going to be following your rules; I have no desire in climbing rotten boughs. The theme is clear from the third line when he mentioned Seneca and Plato. 
End of Lecture
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