Poetry 5
Third year
The first lecture:                                              د.عليا بدر 
                
The Romantics are so important in the history of English language and English literature and in fact they started in your era, in your way and this is why I think you enjoy it. Their language is simpler than the eighteenth century. So I think that you will enjoy it. And because your age now you will like dealing with the romantics, but I am warning you that studying the Romantics does not mean to deal with love simply or to deal with easy topics. They had also their problems and their concerns. And they try to dig deep in human sociology and nature. So although it seems so easy but sometimes they have deep thoughts. Now you remember that we start studying poetry last year. In the first semester we started with the sixteenth century, right? And in the second term we took the seventeenth and the eighteenth century. No, this semester we will deal with the first half of the nineteenth century and in the next semester we will deal with the second half of the nineteenth century. You will see that the nineteenth century in fact is very rich and that is why we need two courses. Even if they put four courses, it will not be enough, why? Because you know philosophy, industry, science, the entire intellectual environment were radically changed during the nineteenth century. All the philosophical ideas and theories which we are now affected with started in the nineteenth century. There was a real intellectual revolution in everything even in politics that you will find that changes were so rapid and of course you know that literature is the mirror of society. So it will change so rapidly. This is why studying the Romantics in the first half of the nineteenth century takes really a full course. Now why we call them Romantics or what made them as such? What do you know about romantics?
Student:   Romantics are mainly started by Coleridge and Wordsworth. They started together writing sonnets and lyrics, about the praising nature and explaining memories in the past. They started a school and the set rules for writing in this gender of poetry. They said that writing poetry should be easy, and the language of the poetry should be as a language of any farm worker.
Doctor:   Very good.
Student:  The ideas and topics should depend on nature mostly. They were interested in nature. And Wordsworth is the father of nature.
Now all what you have said is very good and important but we want first to see or to discuss the background. You know that these things are like seeds. Do you remember the curve which I use? Now we know that any literary school, any change does not start from the top. يعني  you wake up in the morning and the Romantic come. No, they started so slowly slowly until they grow bigger and stronger to reach the peak. During the eighteenth century if you remember, do you remember the language of the eighteenth century how was it?
Student: The poetry was written in the heroic couplets.
Doctor:   So what else? Any other idea other than form or heroic couplets? What about the language? Do you know the language how was it? The language was so sophisticated, elevated language, a kind of sophisticated language, the language of dictionary, the language of philosophical books. Do you remember? It was not easy. It was the age of ethics. Do you remember? Now the language was so difficult and they were interested in what? The Classics and their reasons and order, order in everything; in the way of dressing, the way of speaking. The Classics have order in everything this is why they wrote maybe the heroic couplets. The measurement is very important for them كل شي على المسطرة. 
Now during that time do you remember when we said during the end of the eighteenth century some try to free themselves little bit from these rules? One of them was William Blake, ok? They found that they became a way of the nature of man. They were interested in nature, do you remember? But what kind of nature?  The ordered one. Do you remember the dialogue? What did the he say to the soul? I was born as such and the soul has to trim like an architect. Do you remember? Everything has to obey rules. Do you remember? Now they found that even the nature of a man has changed. Do you remember that lady of The Rape of The Lock? How they were. It really represents or it portrays the age and the style of the age; details of the age. Do you remember? Everything is artificial; the hair, the lips. Everything is artificial. Do you know that they used to put extra things under their dresses? So everything was artificial. They were interested in nature. كل الشعراء  were interested in nature but in a different way. In the eighteenth century they were interested in nature, that nature which obeys the rules. You have to obey the rules of nature not to be free like nature. Even if you see the gardens, they used to trim the trees in squares, circles and in tangles, etc. This was a tradition inherited from the eighteenth century. Anyway what is important is that people started to get fed up with this kind of order in everything, at home, with people, in poetry, and in literature. They started to try to find a way out. So they started as I told you. But during the eighteenth century and with the last decay; the last ten years of the eighteenth century, you will find that many things happened that helped or that pushed the writers who had this revolutionary seeds in them to flourish.
Now what happened during that decay? Now in 1787 or 1789, I do not remember exactly, the American Revolution took place in the new world. The new world was what? It was one of the colonies of England, right? Now during that year the American states started to revolt against the English cram and they became independent. It means that England lost some of its colonies but ok وهذا بأثر على royal families, on industry, on the merchants, and on the economical life. But what was the influence of this revolution on the philosophers and the literary people or the writers?  هدول يلي بفكروا كتير و بوجعوا راسهم . What was the influence? They started to feel that there is a way for freedom. These people fought for their freedom. We can also do the same. We can revolt against the all old styles and start calling or making our own new style. Do you understand? It was like a kind of inspiration الهام, inspiration for new the generation of writers. Ten years only after that the French Revolution took place. Ten years بعمر الزمن in literature is nothing. So it was so quick that there was another revolution, next door, France, so near to England. And you know how usually the English writers are influenced and affected by the Europeans, right? And maybe the French and Italians. And in the same period of time you will find that William Wordsworth and Coleridge Samuel published the first book; The Lyrical Ballads and they made their revolution in literature. As we said before the literature is always influenced with the entire environment around it, the political, social, economical and philosophical one. All these would influence literature. هم ما بيجوا بيكتبو من الهوا  They are human beings and living in that society. In our age, in the twenty first century we cannot have another Wordsworth and another Coleridge. مش عشان هم ربي ما خلق غيرهم. No. It is the time. It is something like amalgam. Do you know the meaning of amalgam? A kind of dough.ايش بتحطي في العجينة بتطلع بالأخير، بتتخمر و بتطلع
So it is a kind of amalgam. William Wordsworth and Coleridge were the result of the age of all what happened in that age. So I spoke about the revolution, the spirit of the revolution which it was spreading all over Europe and the new world. This is one thing. The second thing, you remember what happen during the eighteenth century and you remember the people with English colonies and the slavery and the slave trade, this kind f thing, the industrial revolution and what happened during the industrial revolution when the rich people became richer and how the poor people became poorer and you know the middle class also became richer; the middle class who work in trade and industry. They became almost like the aristocrats. So the middle class was no more middle. It became high middle. So the gap between rich and poor increased. This would create a kind of this satisfaction in people. And in order to improve, they wanted to revolt in a way or another. The French revolution, what was it? Do you remember anything about the French Revolution? 
Student:  Because there is many poor people and many problems in this society there is poor and rich and this lead poor people to be against the government.
Doctor: Ok. This is one of the reasons. Now do you know the Bastille Prison? Did you hear about it? هو هدا رمز للثورة It is the symbol. In the Bastille Prison they were in prison because of political issues against the government. Did you hear about Queen Marie and what she told people when they complained that they do not have bread to eat? Ok, if you do not have bread there is a biscuit. What does it mean? 
Student: she does not know anything.
Doctor:  not only this. It means there was a gap. She does not know that these people do not know what biscuit is. She does not know if they do not have bread it means that they cannot get the biscuit. She is living in a different world like that one in The Rape of The Lock في برجها العاجي. 
The matter was not that they said that we do not like her saying and we will make a revolution, no. But that was because it was the last drop in the bottle. So why did they go to Bastille prison? Because there were many men who were in prison because they spoke against the royal family and try to do something. They went there to free them; the poor people who were also full of grudge against this royal family. They went there and they freed all the prisons. What happened next? You will find that William Wordsworth wrote about in the Lyrical Ballads. It was his inspiration. And what happened later? They were disillusioned. Do you know the meaning of illusion and disillusion? Illusoined means موهومين . And disillusioned means فاقوا من الوهم . They realized that everything they dreamed about was fake. What happened after Bastille incident? Now you know the mob. They called them mob. The poor people, the uneducated ones do not know what to do. They revolted. They were very happy and they took over the country. But what did they do with the royal family? They executed all of them. What happened after that? They did not know how to rule themselves. The revolution which started without any drop of blood ended with massacres. Do you know the meaning of massacres and butchered? Open the internet and just read a summary of the French Revolution. How started and how it ended. It is for you. I will not ask a question about it. I wanted you to see, to know, and to live the mood because you will find that Wordsworth started with something and when he got old he changed some of his ideas. You have to know why. So this is what happened. I do not want to go deep in politics but this is what is going around us also. 
يمكن مثل صغير ما لازم أعطيه: الانتفاضة لما بدأت كلنا كنا متحمسن معها صح؟
But how it ended?
الناس عم يتخانقوا، والناس يلي ماتت راحت بلاش
This is a simple example about French Revolution. It is in order to live in the mood. 
So when something is still fresh and you are in the middle of themes you will not have got a full complete vision about what is coming next. They will take decision which might be wrong. And this is what happened. They could not rule themselves properly. And Napoleon came and he was really tyrannical and strict. And instead of spreading freedom all over Europe he launched wars against Europe and when Napoleon was defeated in Waterloo_______
French Revolution ايش كان شعار ال
Freedom, what else? Brotherly and equality.
The freedom was not achieved.  They were ruled in a more cruel way than they were before and they spread wars all over Europe.
And equality was not achieved. The poor stayed poor and the rich stayed rich. 
Also brotherly was not achieved.
So I do not want you to go deep into history but this is a must when we read the poetry. What the poets were writing about. 
When William and Coleridge wrote The Lyrical Ballads it was the peak of this inspiration of the French Revolution. The issue was still fresh and hot. They want to free themselves from what? The poetic forms. That is why they wrote in blank verse. They wrote sonnets but mainly in blank verse. This means there is no heroic couplets of the eighteenth century. That was to free themselves.
Literature   على ال Freedom شفتو كيف طلَعوا ال 
They freed themselves from the poetic form. They called for also the language of the real people, not the language of the aristocrats and educated. We want to use everyday language. It was not sophisticated anymore or a kind of vocabulary and so. It was simple language. They started with being interested in nature but what kind of nature? Not a kind of nature of the eighteenth century which is also put in order, no. it is free. Do you remember the poem of Wordsworth “I wander lonely as a cloud”. So they were interested in this kind of nature, nature of man.
I started talking about slavery and I want to complete this point. You remember what happened during the eighteenth century. Many philosophers and intellectuals, what did they do? They started to speak out against what was going human beings, the human rights and all these things at that time.
Of course England as a government was against this because it was a source of profits for it. But for these people thinkers started to work hard to show the inhumanity going on. So the Romantics were also affected by them and this is why they chose to speak about poor, about every commoner, not about aristocratic class and people. Do you remember in the seventeenth century poets were writing for whom?
They were writing for the court. Nobody was interested in writing for these people. So this was a kind of revolution and we will do deep in the characteristics of the romantics. So this is the environment. I want you to read the introduction. Do not forget to read it. Read it please once enough. It is important to read it and underline these sentences which you see that they reflect what we have discussed today. You will find that Coleridge was interested in imagination. For the eighteenth they believed in nature in which way?  
Nature is in front of us. Coleridge for example believed that the nature of man is very rich and he can soar high in his imagination and he can create things which are not there in nature but the scene is there. He takes the idea from nature and as from his imagination thinks for scene to become a tree. A tree he had made it himself. I am not talking about a tree now. I am talking about it as a sample. He takes his idea from nature, the nature of man; of something. We will see it with his poems. And he adds to it from his imagination. He does not stick to what he sees in nature. This means that he may see a bird then he imagines that this is something else. For the Romantics as I told you, you will like their language. You will not find any difficulty in reading it. But you have to always think to what is behind this idea. يعني why is he saying so and so? You have always to read between the lines, see what is under that. That is going what we are going to figure together. For next week I want you to read the introduction. Please read it عشان ما أقرأها معاك مرة تانية. I will not ask you in the exam to write about it. But I will ask you about the main characteristic. So you have to read it. I want you also to read William Blake; the introduction about William Blake and his poem. I want you to read “The lamb”. I want you to read “The Tiger”. And another two I will photocopy them for you. We will discuss four poems. They are very short. William Blake is a pre-romantic. He is not romantic. When you mention the main romantic writers you will not mention William Black among them. But he is pre-romantic. هو يلي بدأ بالأيام الصعبة للقرن الثامن عشر. So he paved the way for romantics. He formed the background, a platform. Do you know the meaning of a platform? منصة  from which they started and launched. Four poems we are going to discus two in class line by line and the other two you will read them because I will ask you to apply what we have discussed in the first two poems.
I do not like the personal biography of the writer. I am not interested in. The biography is very important only in what is related to his work; to his production. For example, memory for Wordsworth is very important. So you have to know something about this. For example, imagination is very important to Coleridge. You have to know why? Only these things.
يعني تجوز و راح و اجا و عندو أربع أولاد ما الي شغل ، فما بدنا نضيع وقت.
If you have to read it that is in order to know the person. Read it for yourself. And you see when I start any poet I do not speak of these things. But I focus on when what did he study? Because these will affect his production and his way of thinking. I want you to read. I do not want to speak about the next lecture. We will find that the Romantics speak about themselves and about their own experience. They think that poetry is so interesting, so personal. So poetry for William Wordsworth is the overflow of feelings; of powerful feeling مشاعر جياشة . The poet for them is like a prophet. The poet for them has a very sensitive place,; position. And when they speak they speak about themselves from their own experience.
Overflow of powerful feeling ليش
أنا ما بقدر أشعر فيك، أنت عم تبكي أنا ممكن أطبطب عليك
I empathize with you but I cannot write a poem or express exactly what you feel. So this is what they believe in. They believe that it has to come from inside. And this is why the “I” for them is very important. The memory for them is important. Their own imagination, their own nature, their own beliefs. The “I” for them is very important.
عشان كدا بدنا نذكر اذا في حاجة في حياتهم أثرت على كتاباتهم 
Do you understand?
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