Poetry 5
Third year 
The Second Lecture:                                                                                                         دكتورة علياء بدر
Songs of Innocence and of Experience (1794),
 The Lamb by William Blake[footnoteRef:1] [1: 1 William Blake (1757–1827): an English artist and poet who from childhood claimed to have visions (= religious experiences like dreams) and talk to beings from heaven. He had a very personal style, full of religious symbols. He produced ‘illuminated books’ of his work, containing his poems and paintings to illustrate them, done by hand. The most famous of these is Songs of Innocence and of Experience (1794). His best-known poems are Jerusalem (1804) and The Tyger. He was very poor all his life, and is buried in London in a common grave. The biggest collection of his paintings is in Tate Britain. (Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary. 8th ed. 2010)
] 

Who can tell me what does the poem speak about? The language is simple. Was the theme simple? It is in fact a nursery rhyme. Who is the speaker? The speaker is a child. Who is the addressee? The lamb is the addressee. “The Lamb” consists of two stanzas. Look at the first stanza. It is full of questions. Who is asking the questions? In the second stanza there are answers. The child itself asks and it answers. What is the use of questions? When the child has all the answer what do you feel? 
Student: They are rhetorical questions.
Teacher: Yes. They are rhetorical questions. The child has the answer. Don’t you feel that the child in the second stanza is a smarter fellow than to be a child? Yes. You feel that this child is really a smart one. Let’s put ourselves in front of a child. Let us imagine that this child is our little brother or little son or something like that. When he knows the answerبتحسي عم يتذاكى right? What is the theme of the poem here?
Student: Innocence.
Teacher: Yes. We will talk about innocence in the poem, but what does the poet want to convey on the tongue of the child? What is the main idea? Isn’t it religious idea? Yes. It is about the existence of God as the creator, and what else? How does the poet describe God? (For the Christians it is Jesus). 
Students: (He is described as an example of) kindness, purity, and gentleness as well as tolerance. 
Teacher:  Right. 
This is what a child understands. This is what a child can see in religion. When we speak, for example, about our own children, I don’t want to compare between Islam and Christianity at all. I want to stress something which is how children understand religion, how they see and think of it لما تقولين له الله بيزعل منا he takes it for granted. They are so spontaneous. They speak openly and at the same time they take things in a simple way. This is religion for them. However, in the poem, you feel that the child is very smart, especially in the 2nd stanza when he says what? Which lines do you think move you or draw your attention more in the 2nd stanza?
I a child, and thou a lamb,
We are called by His name
What is the significance of this line? I want the deep meaning. What is the symbol of the Lamb? It symbolizes Jesus, according to Christians. What about the child? A symbol of what? It is also a symbol of Jesus, the child who was born without a mother. The child said to the lamb that it has the name of Jesus. Why is the Lamb a symbol of Jesus? 
Students: Because the lamb represents innocence and sacrifice. 
Teacher: Yes. Right. حتى في كل الاديان سيدنا ابراهيم  when he sacrificed a lamb in order to save his son because God had ordered him to do so. So, the lamb is a symbol of sacrifice, purity and innocence. It also gives humanity a lot; it is sacrificed for the sake of human beings to eat and benefit from it. اذا بتشوافوا في اعياد الميلاد والكرسمس المجسمات  it has a lamb and a baby in a cradle. All these things are symbols. I will write the important lines so that you focus on them only. I will read the first stanza. 
Little lamb, who made thee?
Dost thou know who made thee?
Gave thee life, and bid thee feed?
By the steam and o’er the mead; > over the fields 
Gave thee clothing of delight > represents whiteness and purity.
Softest clothing, woolly, bright;
Gave thee such a tender voice,
Marking all the vales rejoice?
Little lamb, who made thee? 
Dost thou know who made thee?
(Simple, direct and childish as well as rhetorical questions; we know the answer.)
Little lamb, I’ll tell thee,
Little lamb, I’ll tell thee:
He is called by thy name > “He” refers to Jesus Christ
For He calls Himself a Lamb. > “Lamb” the l is capitalized because it refers to Jesus.
He is meek, He is mild;
He became a little child.
I a child, and thou a lamb > since he (Jesus) is a child and a lamb, we are both innocent, gentle and kind, the followers of Jesus. (The l here is small)
We are called by His name
Little lamb, God bless thee!
Little lamb, God bless thee!
So, the lamb and the child are named after Jesus Christ. This emphasizes that children are considered as extraordinary creatures. You know that God loves children. Here, the poet wants to emphasize the idea that Jesus is as innocent as the lamb and the child. They are both created by God; both have the faith in God and worship Him. This is a very simple idea about religion on the tongue of a child. If you want to go deeper in the poem at that time, you will have deeper meanings. That is, as the lamb is a symbol of sacrifice, we can consider that also the innocence of children is to be sacrificed when they become adults. 
Don’t forget that this poem and “The Tyger” and the other two poems, which we are going to discuss, are taken from Blake’s volume Songs of Innocence and of Experience[footnoteRef:2]. I want you to take these points about the volume as a whole:  [2:  Songs of Innocence and of Experience (1794): a collection of poems (1794) by William Blake. He had published a group of poems in 1789 called Songs of Innocence, expressing the idea that God’s love and sympathy is in everything on earth. Five years later he added the Songs of Experience to the collection. The new poems express the power of evil as well as the power of love, and include some of Blake’s most famous poems, including The Tyger. (Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary. 8th ed. 2010)
] 

What is the theme of the volume as a whole? Whenever you read a poem from the volume, you can just have an idea. Look at the title “Songs”. They are light and simple lyrics. It also refers to the form of the poems. They are not complicated. Most of them are written in the forms of ballads, hymns (religious songs at the church) and nursery rhyme. We can also understand from the title itself that the poet is going to discuss the innocence of children and how it is lost by experience of the cruel, tough experience of others. When a child grows up it loses its innocence. Why do we love children? And when they laugh or cry we feel it. We cannot ignore their reactions at all. 
I want you to put it in the frame of the late 18th and the early 19th century. William Blake wrote in the 2nd half of the 18th century. I want you to read about the philosophy at that time. ادخلي على  philosophy during the 18th century. انا ما بدي اياك تدخلي في العمق take only summary. You will find that one of the philosophical theories speaks about the idea that man (human beings) is born well but it is society which corrupts him/her. So, you will feel Blake is influenced by the philosophies of his time. You feel that this idea is at the back of his mind. Innocence will be lost while the child grows up. The experiences he would face as an adult would corrupt him. The volume will put these two (innocence and experience) concepts against each other. And you will find that the poems are put in pairs. The Lamb is always connected to the Tyger. The same situation, the same problem is discussed in any two poems. The Lamb and The Tyger are examples in a way that the poet would compare and contrast between the points of view, or how an innocent child would think of the same problem and how an adult would think of the same problem or idea. When we read “The Tiger” I will explain this more. 
Student: The Tiger and the Lamb complete each other. They also represent human nature. 
Teacher: very good. 
I want you to write some sentences about Songs of Innocence and Experience. It might help you in commenting on the poems. The volume was published 1794. It means before Lyrical Ballads which was published in 1798. The volume was also published after the French Revolution. See how important the date is! I told you what happened in the French Revolution last lecture. You see how things start to be good and with experience it ends badly. 
Juxtapose/ contrast the innocent world of childhood against the worlds of the adults, the world of corruption and repression.
Why corruption and repression? What is the difference between the world of the children and that of the adults? When children start to learn how to lie, it means that they started to be affected by the corrupted world of the adults. Repression because they are repressed by society. It means that when a child does not like something, he would say his opinion openly and spontaneously without thinking of whether you will be angry or not. It comes to his mind and he expresses it immediately. But the adults do not do that. If an adult would behave like this we would consider him insane.
Most of the poems in the volume as a whole fall into pairs. The first explores innocence while the second explores experience, e.g. the Lamb and the Tyger. The poems of the first part of the volume usually depict/ portray/ speak about/ deal with the naive lives of children. The second part, Songs of Experience, criticize the way in which the hard/ harsh experiences of adult life destroy what is good in innocence. 
What is good about William Blake is that he does not take the side of one. This is why most of his poems are dramatic. That is, they are written in the voice of a speaker other than the poet. This style gives the poet a chance to stay at a distance from both points o view (the adults and the children) and also to recognize and correct the fallacies of both. 
Innocence is good but it is not totally good. This is nature in fact. No one can stay innocent forever. And one who does not learn from his experience is foolish. At the same time, Blake criticizes the fact that when we lose our innocence we lose much in fact. We have to keep a certain degree of innocence, not to be wicked and cruel all the time. When adults lose all the innocence they have, they lose mercifulness and they become like tigers. This is the Lamb, very simple. It discusses the concept of faith and religion in a very simple way on the tongue of a little child.
The theme: is that god has created us all and that the child and the lamb are symbols of Jesus Christ.
************************************************
The Tyger
Look at the pronunciation. It is old English; tiger with a “y”. The poem is longer than the Lamb. It is not a nursery rhyme any more. It is written in six stanzas, each consists of four lines. Look at the rhyme scheme: bright/night, skies/eyes…. So, it has regular rhyme scheme. It is in fact one of the forms of the ballad[footnoteRef:3]. It has stronger vocabulary than the Lamb.  [3:  It is a kind of folk poems.] 

Tyger! Tyger! burning bright 
In the forest of the night, > there is no purity or brightness of the white wool of the lamb, rather darkness of the night. 
What immortal hand or eye
Could frame thy fearful symmetry?
So again we have questions, the same as the Lamb. And don’t you think the same questions are in the Lamb? “who created you”. It is the same questions referring to the Creator. 
In what distance deeps or skies
Burnt the fire of thine eyes?
I want you to imagine a tiger. You cannot think of something as fearful as the tiger. His eyes have that look as if fire is burning in them.
On what wings dare he aspire? > who created you ? And in what way?
The “wings” in this line is an allusion to a myth. I don’t want you to focus on it. I only want you to understand how they used to think at that time and make things clearer to you. One explanation is that it refers to the wings of the angels, according to the way that Christians understand religion. They believe that God and the angels have created the world. We don’t believe in this of course.  Another explanation of this line is that they say that the wings refer to the wings of the bad angels who helped Satan to revolt against God in Milton’s Paradise Lost. 
What the hand dare seize the fire? >where were you created? The “h” is not capitalized.
As if he is saying that this fearful creature is created by Satan not by god. 
And what shoulder, and what art > his ability to create the tiger. He is referring to the physical power of the tiger’s creator. 
Could twist the swine of thy heart? > here we will go to what they believe in. And some of it is fact to us; that God had created us to be good, but Satan twists the way we think and we become evil and bad. What … حتى يصير كذا cruel and fearful! 
And when thy heart began to beat,
What dread hand? and what dread feet?  > so strong and fearful.
The poet exaggerates every part of the tiger’s body: his eyes, hands.
What the hammer? what the chain? > now he is going to the image which we had once explained before in Batter my heart by Donne. As if god here were a goldsmith and can fix the hard hearts in the same way that the goldsmith mends metal by a hammer and heat. 
In what furnace was thy brain? >  to be so harmful to others . Furnace: oven. 
What the anvil? what dread grasp > notice that the rhythm is /p, d, b/ 
Dare its deadly terrors clasp?
When the stars threw down their spears, > a myth about the creation of the world.
And watered heaven with tears,  > after the world was created. 
Did he smile his work to see? > an allusion to Satan in Paradise Lost. When he did something bad he laughed. Until this line we may think that the poet says, on the tongue of a child, that Satan has created the tiger. 
Did he who made the lamb make thee? > However, in this line we wonder again. 
In these lines, the poet refers to the Lamb because he wants you to think of both poems at the same time as a pair. There is an allusion to Satan in Paradise Lost when the poet says “his”. See how he made use of Milton’s Paradise Lost. Here he makes us wonder; the poem ends with a question followed by a repetition of the first stanza: 
Tyger! Tyger! burning bright
In the forests of the night,
What immortal hand or eye
Dare frame thy fearful symmetry?
 “Did he who made the lamb make thee” this is a very complicated question.
Students: we can predict the answer. 
Teacher: yes. We can only predict. 
The poet does not give the answer. He wants the reader to think. Satan was created by God and disobeyed Him like many human beings who followed Satan and are affected by him. These are facts in the world; the tiger would conquer the lamb at any time and would eat it. 
Student: Human is made of two things: vice and virtue.
Teacher: Yes but I am speaking about the evilness of the tiger which symbolizes the human nature. The tiger in this poem represents the harshness, cruelty, evilness and corruption of some human beings. Take the example of the French Revolution which we spoke about last week. It started with the common people who wanted to live a decent life and to have freedom. But with the experience of the physical and political power it ended in massacres. 
So, the Lamb is one of the songs of Innocence, while the Tyger is one of the songs of experience. We don’t want to go deep in the Christians’ beliefs. We will take only this side of the poem which is how it represents and reflects the songs of experience. 
The tiger here is described as a perfectly beautiful animal. Its pattern always inspires painters. At the same time, it is also portrayed as a symbol of perfect evilness and destruction. “Was he created in heaven or hell?” is a question which has no answer in this poem. At a time when science flourished people wanted to find answers to everything. We explained this last semester. They wanted to have an answer to every detail in life, but we can’t have an answer to everything in life, can we? No. In each stanza we have an idea which contradicts our way of understanding; this is the beauty of poetry. 
We have an idea about William Blake. He is a pre-romantic literary figure. Did you find Romanticism[footnoteRef:4] in him? In which way? [4:  (also romanticism) a style and movement in art, music and literature in the late 18th and early 19th century, in which strong feelings, imagination and a return to nature were more important than reason, order and intellectual ideas. (Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary. 8th ed. 2010)] 

Students: We can find many aspects of Romanticism in his poems the Lamb and the Tyger. First, he conveys his message through nature. Second, He uses images taken from nature. Third, he uses simple words, though they have deep and complex meaning. Fourth, he uses a simple form for his poem, e.g. nursery rhyme.
The Romantics were really interested in childhood because of the spontaneity of children. Romantics were against all the rules and stiffness of the customs and manners of the 18th century. They wanted human beings to behave naturally and spontaneously, and no one can represent this spontaneity better than children. 
You will find this theme in Wordsworth’s poems as I told you. I want you to look for a good definition for Romanticism. انا حضرت لكم واحد بس  I want you to read how romanticism was a revolt against neoclassicism[footnoteRef:5].  I’ll explain it now, but I want you to put it in good sentences.  [5:  Neoclassicism: a style of art, architecture and design that is strongly influenced by the styles of ancient Greece and Rome. It became popular in Europe and North America in the second half of the 18th century, when many buildings were designed with geometrical forms, straight lines and Greek columns.(Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary. 8th ed. 2010)
] 

Romantics, in fact, revolted against all rules and manners of the 18th century poets. They revolted against the style because they felt that they were addressing the common people who have simple language. They were also against the 18th century form because they felt that poetry is defined as a spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings-   form and language- contrary to neoclassical writes who were against showing feelings. They felt fed up of reason. They felt that man (human beings) is not natural anymore. So, they believed that they have to pay attention to emotions more than reason.  Yet ما لغوا العقل بدليل the poems that they wrote. So, they were also interested in feelings.  بس ما معناها تقولوا يا ابيض يا اسود لكن هنا الابيض اكثر من الاسود والعكس There is always a mixture ولا بنصير  foolish. They were also interested in nature because they felt that one should always go back to his own nature as God has created him. This is why they were interested in the innocence of children before they are corrupted by experience.  As part of their revolution against being preoccupied by only logic and rationality, they were interested in imagination, irrational ideas and images. كمان  they revolted against order. مش معناها ما بدهم نظام بس شوي من العفوية  this is nature. You should not always look at the trees to see them in the form of circles and rectangles. Sometimes you want to see their branches just as God has created them. The same thing is about man. This is why Blake in the Tyger does not take the side of innocence all the time, for it has its own drawbacks. You can’t behave in an innocent way all the time. It does mean to be a tiger all the time but one has to adjust to the society he is living in by balancing between both, innocence and experience.  
During the 18th century, the example of slave trade which had influence on the writes at the time was very common. As I told you, slavery was a really shameful experience in the life of humanity. The French Revolution is also another example. Although English poets only heard about the massacres that happened, they were influenced by them and that was reflected in their literature. It was like a cry of pain but a silent one expressed through poetry. Now do you know why was Blake wondering? He was not wondering about the idea of creation. He was trying to tackle the idea of influence of bad characters. 
I want you to read the other two poems titled Holy Thursday. And I want you to read them and give me some points about them like today. 
The Holy Thursday is one of the Thursdays on which rich Christian people used to give denotations to the poor, especially orphans. In these poems, the poet describes children who are taken from the orphanage dressed up, and cleaned up, to go to the church where the people who donate to these children are sitting to hear these children sing hymns as a way to thank those who donated them.
I want you to see that William Blake was known to be a critic. I want you to write about the theme in two lines. Also write about how these two poems can be / represent romantic poetry. We will take William Wordsworth’s poem Solitary Reaper 
The End
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