The third lecture                                                                                                                                                       Dr. Alia   Bader                                                     
Poetry(5)
The Characteristics of Romantic Poetry
+The Solitary Reaper by William Wordsworth
1. The Romantics depended on their own creative talent. يعني عندهم reason ما لغوا العقل 
2. The reason for the Romantics has another job/ application. Mind, according to them, has other abilities; it can imagine/ it is a mean of imagination, which is a creative talent. And through imagination they can create their own world and soar high. When we study ان شاء الله Coleridge, we will find how he and Wordsworth employed imagination in poetry.
3. The Romantics depended on their own feelings and intuition more than the 18th century writers. They were intuitive; they were able to understand things by using their feelings rather than by considering facts unlike the classical poets who considered feelings inferior to reason. They spoke about love but in a way different from that of Donne. 
4. The Romantics were interested in nature. The 18th century poets were interested in nature also, but in a different way. For them nature was that ordered one. It was not that which God has created. It has to obey rules. They in fact looked at the rules of nature. When they wanted to describe nature, they described nature which is manipulated and controlled by man. Beauty for them was not that natural beauty, free and so. It was the beauty which man has cultivated. On the other hand, the Romantics saw God in nature. They saw nature as it is; as God has created it. 
5. The Romantics were interested in childhood (Why?) because it represented innocence. It is not affected by the world and the adults’ experiences and it represents man (human) as he or she was born naturally, not corrupted by society. بالفطرة 
6. They were interested in portraying and displaying problems of the common man, e.g. shepherds and farmers, who are close to nature. Blake for instance was mainly concerned about children and the poor class in society unlike most of the 18th century poets who were interested in writing about the rich class, why? The Romantics were not affected by the city life; they preferred the country life because it is simple. 
7. Contrary to the 18th century writers, the Romantics used simple and easy language. They used simple language unlike the classical writers who used sophisticated and elevated language. Blake, for example,   is considered a pre-romantic writer because he used simpler language and more different subjects than his contemporaries. However, he is not considered one of the Romantics لانهم ما عاشوا في نفس الفترة so, if I asked you to answer such a question, why is William Blake Considered to be a pre-romantic? He was, like the Romantic writers, interested in speaking about childhood, criticizing society and nature as well as drawing his images from it. He used simple language and images. (Give examples from the two poems you studied, the Lamb and the Tyger).
8. Romantics were not interested in the 18th century heroic couplets. Blake, for example, in the Lamb used the nursery rhyme; he wanted to use a simple form. In the Tyger he used the form of a ballad (a country folk poem).
9. The Romantics were also interested in exotic and strange things. William Wordsworth’s Solitary Reaper can be a good example on that.
Both the Romantic and classical writers looked at nature as an example of rules. However, Romantics differ with the classical writes in that they considered nature as a teacher. They believed that language teaches people how to interact with each other; those people who are the farmers. Do you have any relations with some families like these who are at least they have a little farm or wok in it? you feel that they are realistic, down to earth and at the same time thankful and close to each other; they know how to give. Wordsworth, for example, looked at what is behind nature and the influence of nature on human beings. When man is away from nature, he or she would lose from their humanity.  He in fact called himself “a worshiper of nature”. 
________________

The poem which we are going to discuss today will explain these characteristics to you. I will not waste time now. ما حنقول انهم هم الشعراء الوحيدين اللي اهتموا بالطبيعة but this is literature. Every poet has his own point of view. هذي هي حلاوة الادب this is  why it lives. They write about the same things but from different angle. يعني ما تقولي احنا لما درسنا  18th century poetry, they also spoke about nature. They were interested in the ordered nature. Do you remember the poem "Ode to Solitude" by Alexander Pope? It spoke about nature but from a different point of view.  Why do not we have Wordsworth now? Because the time is different. The time does not mean the clock; it means the age and the social, political as well as scientific environment. 
Holy Thursday
Student: In the first stanza, Blake describes how the children are cleaned and dressed up. He compares them to the Thames River in London. 
Teacher: Why does he compare the children to the Thames[footnoteRef:1] River? [1:  The Thames is the longest and best-known river in Britain. It is 210 miles/338 kilometers long and flows from the Cotswolds in central England to the North Sea after passing through London. Other famous towns on the river include Oxford, Windsor1 (1), Henley and Greenwich. Well-known bridges across the Thames in London include London Bridge, Tower Bridge and Westminster Bridge. Large ships can sail up the Thames as far as London and smaller ones a further 86 miles (138 kilometers). A large area in the east of London was formerly a major port on the river, but in recent times this area has been turned into Docklands. (Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary. 8th ed. 2010)] 

Student: he compares them to the Thames River to indicate that they are so many; they are flowing like the Thames. 
Teacher: yes. What else?
Student: as the river is the source of life to London, the children are the source of life to the society.
Teacher: Yes. The Thames passes through London; it divides it into two parts. The Thames in fact is in the heart of London. So, as it is in the heart of London, the children are in the heart of the society (of everybody). This is why in the second stanza Blake compares the children to the lamb, which is a symbol of Christ. Don’t forget that in all religions children have a special position. So, Children are the source of life to England as a whole. They are the men of the future. What are we doing to them? You see how this simple image means a lot; it is symbolic. 
When I ask you to comment on a poem, I don’t want you to tell me that in the 1st stanza he describes this and this. خلاص خلصنا من هالمرحلة السنة الجاية رابعة تخرج ان شاء الله صرنا ثالثة بنات  It means you are grownups. Let us focus on the important things. The summary and the paragraphs are for you to understand the poem. I don’t want you to repeat it. I want you to focus on the thoughts. 
This image (describing children as the Thames River) focuses on the importance of these children. Their importance in the British society is the reason why Blake in the first stanza compares them to the Thames River which is the source of life to London. That is; they are the future of the society and what are we doing to them is important; it will affect the future of our society. 
In the 2nd stanza Blake compares the children to the lambs. They are victims as the Christ was a victim. They are sacrificing themselves.
The 3rd stanza: what stops you more in the 3rd stanza?
Students: the children are numerous (many). The multitude of these children gives them strength. Their voices are described as thunderbolts. 
There is something more important in this stanza. 
Student: If the rich did not help these poor children by giving them charity, a punishment from God might befall them (the rich).
Teacher: this is from the religious side. It is good. Heaven is always open to hear the children. Who would close his door in front of angel (child)? There is an angel and it is praying, who would close the door? So, they (the rich) have to pay. Why do they pay? The rich are coming to give charity, but why are they giving? They are doing so in order to take. This is why in the second poem of Holy Thursday Blake describes the rich as “usurious”.
Student: why are they usurious? 
Teacher: They will give charity because it will be considered as a good deed later in the judgment day. They are not giving for the sake of giving, rather for the sake of taking. 
Look at the last two lines. “Beneath (= under) them set the aged men” Didn’t you notice the word “beneath”? I want you to imagine the children standing on the stage singing while the audience is sitting, and the “aged men” are sitting beneath the children. Who is superior in society? The rich are superior, but now (in the poem) the children are superior to God.
Holy Thursday The 2nd  
We will discuss it quickly. It is easier than the first. The rhyme is also a nursery rhyme. However, it is full of questions. Who can tell me why is it full of questions? Do you remember the Lamb and the Tyger? They were full of rhetorical questions. The answer is always implied. 
Student: Blake in the 2nd Holy Thursday is criticizing the English society at that time. Although England was prosperous and powerful, there were large numbers of poor people.
Teacher: not only criticizing the English society, but also raising ironical questions. 
“Is this a holy thing to see?”>> He is still describing the situation of the celebration in the church. I told you before that the volume contains pairs of poems. Every two poems have the same situation and the subject matter. As if he is in the 2nd poem commenting on the first.
In a rich and fruitful land>> is it really a holy thing?
Babes reduced to misery
Fed with cold and usurous hand? >> what does “cold” mean? It means that there are no feelings. They (the rich) are not giving with love as if they were forced to give just because they want to show off in front of society. Usurious indicate that they are cruel and mean. So is it a holy thing to see cold and usurious hand? Of course it is not. There is nothing holy about it. See how the Romantics are interested in feelings. That is because feelings really matter.
Is that trembling cry a song? >> They (the children) are celebrating and praising God, but they are sad. We praise God when we pray to Him. When we pray to God thanking Him for something happy happened to us, our pray would be mixed with feelings of happiness. However, our feelings would be different when we pray to him because something sad had happened to us. So, do you think that this is a song of joy while many children are poor? No.
It is a land of poverty! >> Poverty (lack) of feelings and religious obedience. There is nothing religious about it here (the church scene). He is not asking you if it is a land of poverty or not. He is telling you that it is a land of poverty because he ends the sentence with an exclamation mark.
And their sun does never shine, >> they are not treated with love; they are mistreated. 
And their fields are bleak and bare>> see this image and look at the second line of the first stanza when he says, “in a rich and fruitful land”.  There is a contradiction between the two images. The land of England is green and fruitful, while the children’s fields are bare. But what does “fields” mean? Do they have fields? No. It means future. You know if you cultivated a field, it would give you fruit or whatever you planted. But if you didn’t plant this field, it wouldn’t give you fruit, just like the poor children (in the poem). They have no future. See the images, they are taken from nature; this is a romantic characteristic. However, Blake is not describing nature, (the images are not descriptive) rather he is using them to explain something else.
And their ways are fill'd with thorns >> “thorns” is symbolic. It refers to the Christ and the crown of thorns that he wore, according to Christians. It means that those children will have the same end which happened to Christ because they are sacrificing themselves.
It is eternal winter there. >> There: the orphanage; it is an everlasting winter in the orphanage. The word winter indicates that these children are treated without love and without feelings by others (the guardians). 
Student: Thorns also indicate that there are many obstacles in their lives; there are many merciless and mean people who mistreat, depress and exploit them. 
Teacher: yes of course. These children are not leading a comfortable life. They are sacrificing their lives and living in pain as Christ.
3rd stanza:
 For where-e'er the sun does shine, >> the sun means feelings, care and love.
And where-e'er the rain does fall: >> the rain means charity
Babe can never hunger there, 
Nor poverty the mind appall. 
You see what the meaning of the sun and the rain is here. They are images taken from nature. Why has God created the sun? Because it gives us warmth; the seed can’t grow without the rays of the sun, water and the care of the farmer, so are the children. The rain is symbol of not only charity, but also of giving in general. 
Student: The first poem of “Holy Thursday” is from Songs of Innocence, while the second is from Songs of Experience. In “Holy Thursday” which is from his Songs of Innocence, Blake emphasizes the idea of a common man, who leads a simple life, as opposed to the rich, who leads a superficial and sophisticated life. We see many grammatical mistakes in the poem that show his use of the language of a common man. For example, there is no punctuation in the entire poem, except for a comma in the last two lines. The innocent tone of the poem masks its sentiments, but it almost foreshadows the Holy Thursday from Songs of Experience. 
The tone is hardened in Holy Thursday from Songs of Experience. Speaking through all his emotions, Blake shows that the common man has grown up and has lost his ignorance. Blake’s tone in the last stanza is almost deceiving. For a second, one might think that Blake has turned to a more optimistic point of view because he says, “Babe can never hunger there.” However, one realizes that because during winter neither the sun shines, nor the rain falls, the babe will hunger and the poverty will be so strong that it will be appalling. In the first two lines of the poem he asks, “Is this a holy thing to see/ Babes are reduced to misery”. The use of the word “babes” shows that he is still hanging on the idea of children and their innocence.  Different from the Songs of Innocence version, this one is punctuated by question marks which symbolize that enough knowledge is needed to question what is going on. 
The way Blake’s two poems correlate with one another in the same time is fascinating. The differences that take place between the poem of Innocence and the one of Experience show an almost tragic journey of a common man. “Holy Thursday” from Songs of Innocence shows children and how they are happy to live without a care in the world. On the other hand, “Holy Thursday” from Songs of Experience shows children as experienced; they are no longer kids whether they have actually grown up is a question and can no longer keep faith in the life. Blake usage of language and imagery in both of these poems show his feelings toward the common man’s life.
Teacher: Thank you. The most important thing you have said is that the 1st poem is from Songs of Innocence and the 2nd is from Songs of Experience. This means that the 1st one focuses on children, while the 2nd one focuses on the adult’s experience. This also means that he is criticizing society in both poems. In the first poem the criticism is so implied and on a low profile (= does not attract attention). However, in the second poem it is so open and strong. 
Student: one of the themes that Blake discusses in his volume is the love of God. If the rich men truly loved God, they wouldn’t have been greedy, mean and usurious to the poor children.
Teacher: yes of course. Do you think the heaven is open for the rich in the second poem? 
Students: No.
Teacher: the two poems are so simple and at the same time very rich. They need deep thinking > that is what I want from you. 
Solitary Reaper By
William Wordsworth[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Wordsworth (1770–1850) is one of the most popular of all English poets who, together with Samuel Taylor Coleridge, started the Romantic Movement in English poetry. His poems are mainly about the beauty of nature and its relationship with all human beings. Many of them describe the countryside of the Lake District in north-west England, where he was born and spent most of his life. His best-known works include Lyrical Ballads (1798), a collection of poems by himself and Coleridge, Poems (1807), which includes the poems Daffodils and Intimations of Mortality, and The Prelude, a long poem about his early life and his intense experiences of nature then, which was published in 1850 after his death. For much of his life he lived in the Lake District with his sister Dorothy (1771–1855), who had a great influence on him and kept a journal (= written record) about their life together. He wrote many of his best-known poems while they were living in Dove Cottage in Grasmere. The house is now a museum and a popular tourist attraction. (Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary. 8th ed. 2010)
] 

Now let us go for William Wordsworth. The Solitary Reaper is very easy. It is a poem that in fact some of you have taken. The Solitary Reaper is similar to “I wandered lonely as a cloud” which is also one of Wordsworth’s short poems. They are related to one another in respect of the themes. Anyway, I will speak about it in ten seconds, but this does not mean that you don’t read the introduction. You should know who he is.
Wordsworth lived for about 80 years, quite a long time. Many critics say that his production after 1907 wasn’t in the same level as it was in the years before. He was either repeating himself or nothing new about him. We are going to study some of his most famous poems, and which really represent the Romantic poetry that we are discussing this semester. 
Wordsworth was born in 1770. He and Coleridge published Lyrical Ballads[footnoteRef:3] few years after the French Revolution. The French Revolution took place during Wordsworth teens, so he was affected by it. Like many other poets, Wordsworth was inspired by the French Revolution. I told you about the French Revolution and how it affected the intellectual and literary scenes in England and Europe as a whole. In fact, Wordsworth was disillusioned by it. When he grew up, he realized that the French Revolution turned to be a bloody kind of revolution. The slogans about equality were not at all applied. This, in fact, was dealt with in his poetry. It also made him more and more interested in childhood, in the innocence of man when he or she was still a child, and how experience changes man. [3:  Lyrical Ballads is a book of poems (1798) by William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge. It was the first major work of Romantic literature, and contained Wordsworth’s Tintern Abbey and Coleridge’s The Rime of the Ancient Mariner. In the second edition (1800) Wordsworth added a famous introduction saying that poetry should be drawn from ordinary life and written in plain language. (Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary. 8th ed. 2010)] 

Wordsworth lost his mother when he was 7 years old, and his father when he was 13 years old. The happy years for him were during his childhood. Consequently, most of his poems dealt with memories. 
Let us go back to the definition of poetry as Wordsworth defined it. بدي إياكم تحفظوه عن ظهر قلب It is the overflow of powerful feelings recollected in tranquility. What is recollected? It means مسترجعة in the memories. So, what is poetry for Wordsworth?
Thus, poetry to Wordsworth describes / speaks about the overflow of feelings, not those feelings which you feel on spot (= immediately). They are the feelings which you remember/ recollect/ recall/ and start to write about when you are alone meditating peacefully. The overflow of feelings means that the influence of that moment was so great that when you recall it the feelings overflow again.
When Wordsworth wrote the Daffodils, he was so happy; the scene was so overwhelming that he remembered or recalled it whenever he was alone in tranquility.
When you remember something, it means that reason (the mind) is interfering. Mind and imagination are interfering. So, the mind itself is working with feelings. Do you think that when you write poetry the words will come running spontaneously to your mind? No. اللي بيقول the Romantics كانوا خالين دماغ this is wrong. In fact, feelings and emotions were superior to them; they paid attention to them more than they did to reason. Mind is there but using other talents of imagination. When you are impressed in any situation, whether happy or sad, and you recall it after a day, a week or a month then you want to write about it, how are you going to do so/ to write about it? You will start to make balance whether this thing was wrong or right because it ركد في راسك، تخمَر so, to the Romantics, feelings do not fade away; they are overflowing.
In the Daffodils, you will find that there is a philosophy at the end of the poem which is the influence of nature on man. When you meditate, you come up with ideas. انت احيانا تعملي حاجات مبسوطة كنت ولا زعلانة بس لما تعملي كشف حساب your feelings and your mind start to balance things. This is poetry for the Romantics. It is the overflow of feelings (ok بس مش   full stop!) recollected in tranquility (thinking, meditating about it in serenity and peace). This is why solitude and meditation are the most important fields for the Romantics. They were interested in solitude and meditation and being alone مش عشانهم مأضربين وزعلانين من المجتمع but because these are the means for them to recollect and write about their feelings. 
Poetry according to Wordsworth/ the importance of remembrance: From the handout:
Wordsworth is above all the poet of the remembrance of things past, or as he himself put it, of “emotion recollected in tranquility.” Some subject or event in the present triggers a sudden renewal of feelings he had experienced in youth; the result is a poem exhibiting the sharp discrepancy between what Wordsworth called “two consciousnesses”: himself as he now and himself as he once was.
The Solitary Reaper:
What does “solitary” mean?  It means alone, with no other people or things around; it is important for Wordsworth and the Romantics. Reaper means collector. 
Behold her, single in the field, >> behold : watch
Yon solitary Highland Lass! >> Lass: a girl belongs to the north
Reaping and singing by herself; >> She is alone.
Stop here, or gently pass! >> stop and watch without bothering her.
Alone she cuts and binds the grain,
And sings a melancholy strain; >> she sings a sad song
O listen! for the Vale profound>> profound: deep
Is overflowing with the sound. >> overflowing: filling the valley
In the first stanza, he is describing the little girl who is working alone in the field, and singing a sad song. He is attracted to her voice from the beginning.
 (
No Nightingale did ever 
chaunt
More welcome notes to weary bands
Of 
travellers
 in some shady haunt,
Among Arabian sands:
A voice so thrilling ne'er was heard
In spring-time from the Cuckoo-bird,
Breaking the silence of the seas
Among the farthest Hebrides.
) In the 2nd stanza, he compares her voice to the nightingale and the cuckoo-bird. This comparison indicates that the girl’s voice is very beautiful. But he compares her voice to the nightingale because it is sad, and to the cuckoo-bird because it is attractive. 
The nightingale is well known in the Mediterranean countries.  This shows the influence of other cultures on Europe. Also, it shows that the Romantics were so interested in the exotic and strange things. Wordsworth in this poem refers to the Arabian lands which are so strange to the Europeans in culture, customs, and language. 
 (
Will
 
no
 
one
 
tell me what she sings?--
Perhaps the plaintive numbers flow
For old, unhappy, far-off things,
And battles long ago:
Or is it some more humble lay,
Familiar matter of to-day?
Some natural sorrow, loss, or pain,
That has been, and may be again?
) In the 3rd stanza he wonders about the meaning of the song; she is singing in a foreign language. Although he does not understand the words of the song, he is still attracted to the song. Language does not matter for him, only the tone which moved him.  He emphasizes the fact that the voice is much more important than the words



The 4th stanza is written in the past tense, while the first three are written in the present tense. What does that mean? It means that the scene he saw was in the past and he is recollecting it. He was moved when he heard the girl’s voice in the first stanza, but in the last one he remembered and carried it in his heart, not his ears. So, she moved him. This is the effect of her voice on him. 
 (
Whate'er
 the theme, the Maiden sang 
As if her song could have no ending; 
I saw her singing at her work,
And o'er the sickle bending;-- 
I listened, motionless and still;
And, as I mounted up the hill 
The music in my heart I bore,
Long after it was heard no more.
)The theme: it is about the influence of nature on man. The young girl was affected by the silence of the valley while enjoying her work alone. So, the theme is nature and how man interacts with it and with other human beings. 
Look at the form. It is written in four stanzas, each consists of 8 lines
Look at the Rhyme Scheme: In the 2nd and the 3rd stanzas the rhyme goes as follows ababccdd. In the first and the fourth ones it goes as follows abcb; there is a difference. Why? He changes the rhyme in 1st and the 4th stanzas in order to draw the reader’s attention to certain words.  Where is the difference? In which words? 
The 1st stanza: field, / by herself >> she was alone in nature and was affected by it; that is why her song was full of feelings, she was alone expressing her feelings. هل لو كان معها احد farmer, was she going to express her feelings in the same way, so effective? No. She was alone in the field in nature. Now look at the last stanza. Which words are different?
The 4th stanza: sang/ at her work, >> she was singing alone in nature. She was interacting with nature. See the influence of nature on that young girl!
Thus, the rhyme scheme supports the poet’s theme. (You have to mention the definition of poetry according to Wordsworth and his theme).

The End
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