Poetry5 
Dr. Alia Bader
The 4th lecture
Critical comment on Solitary Reaper by William Wordsworth:
In the first stanza, although there is discrepancy in rhyme, William Wordsworth followed a certain rhyme scheme.  Even though he revolted against heroic couplets, he used a regular rhyme scheme in the Solitary Reaper which is ababccdd. He did not write this poem in blank verse. So, it is not correct to say that he revolted in this poem against rhyme بالمطلق there is a rhyme scheme, but he breaks it for a certain reason. Who can speak about this purpose? The poem has a regular rhyme scheme which is adad cc dd, but the poet breaks this rhyme in two places: in the first and in the fourth stanzas. Why?
Student: Wordsworth wants to attract the reader’s attention to his theme. He points out that when people interact with nature in solitude, it influences them positively. It makes their lives tranquil and peaceful. They also start to think (meditate). This influence does not mean that he understands the girl’s language. Although he does not understand her language, he is touched by her voice because she was singing alone in nature. Being influenced by nature, the girl sings a very touching song.
Teacher: her song was full of feelings. The overflow of feelings and emotions were reflected in her song. This is why he was touched by her song. You see why he broke the rhyme? Rhymes are important to understand the theme. 
Student: The poem is written in four stanzas, each consists of eight lines. It is considered a lyrical poem. Wordsworth used two different rhyme schemes in this poem. In the first and the fourth stanzas the rhyme is as follows abc, while the second and the third stanzas rhyme as ababccdd. He makes his theme more evident by changing the rhyme in two places. First, in the first stanza the rhyme changes particularly in the words “field” and “herself”.  These two words indicate that the girl was in nature, and she was alone, without any company. Second, in the fourth stanza the break occurs in the words “sang” and “herself”. The four words emphasize his idea that nature influences people who interact with it in solitude, as it also makes them influential. Thus, we can understand Wordsworth theme as well as definition of poetry from the rhyme scheme he used. (mention the theme and the definition). 
Teacher: She is recollecting her memories, she is alone. Maybe the song speaks a problem in the past or the present. These are her feelings recollected in tranquility. At the same time, his own feelings and his own admire to her voice which he holds in his heart and continue holding it/ remembering it later are also recollected. Whenever he recollected this memory he would become happy and would enjoy the voice again.
Thus, the definition of poetry is clearly reinforced and stressed in this point twice: in the feelings of the girl and in the poet’s feelings. The poem is similar to I wandered lonely as a cloud, but the difference is that the speaker in I wandered lonely as a cloud is alone, while in the Solitary Reaper we have two characters: the reaper and the poet himself.
Student: the language of the poem is characterized by its simplicity and clarity. Most of the sentences that he uses are similar to the pattern of the language of a common man. Moreover, he uses few poetic words, e.g. lass meaning girl, yon which means there and vale which means valley. This simplicity plays a very crucial rule in delivering the poet’s message, definition of poetry as well as the Romantic features. (Mention the definition + the theme)
Tintern Abbey[footnoteRef:1] [1:  It is a beautiful ruined abbey (= a large church) by the River Wye, near the border between England and Wales. It was originally built in the 12th century. It has been painted by many artists, including Turner, and Wordsworth wrote a romantic poem about it in his Lyrical Ballads.] 

Lines Composed a Few Miles above Tntern Abbey, on Revisiting the Banks of Wye during a tour.
Today we are going to start with a new poem by Wordsworth which is Tintern Abbey. This poem is a quite long one and it is important. It cannot be neglected in any course of English Literature because it represents/ reflects all the elements of Romantic poetry according to Wordsworth. The definition of poetry and all the characteristics of Romantic poetry are reflected in this poem. So, it is a good example on the Romantic poetry. 
Tintern Abbey is not a title. It is lines composed near the Wye River which is in the countryside, away from the city. These lines are written during his second visit to Tintern Abbey. He had visited it five years ago and revisited it later with his little sister. Writing these lines in the second visit means that he recorded the first visit and his feelings, and recollected these feelings when he visited this place again. We have the memories and his direct feelings in the second visit. As if he was comparing between them. 
In the first stanza, you will find how he repeats certain words like “once again” and “I see this” as if the place did not change, but who changed? He himself changed. He was 23 years old when he visited it for the first time. In the 2nd visit he was 28 years old.  His experience was different; the way he interacted with nature in the 2nd visit was different from that of his 1st visit. 
You will find, also, that he speaks about nature, its beauty and its influence on human beings as well as the innocence of children and the experience of adults. This is why it is important. I will not say it is difficult, but it is less simple than the Solitary Reaper. This means it needs some concentration and a lot of imagination. We have to live in the poem. 
Imagine the scene in the 1st stanza. It is very descriptive and full of details:
	Five years have past; five summers, with the length

	Of five long winters! and again I hear


Notice the repetition of the word “five” as if it was a very long time. The line goes on; we don’t have any punctuation. (and again I hear…)
	These waters, rolling from their mountain-springs

	With a sweet inland murmur.*—Once again


He once again hears the river. He is not only beside the river, but also beside the spring from which the river flows (brings its water). I want you to imagine the place. We have the river, the mountain and the spring where the water of the river comes from making a soft sound (murmur). The water would pass through the little rocks and bushes without making a loud sound. Notice the repetition of the word “once again”
	Do I behold these steep and lofty cliffs,

	Which on a wild secluded scene impress (= imposes)


Cliffs mean rocky hills but not so high. He says he once again sees these lofty cliffs that are (where??) “on a wild secluded” (= remote/ hidden/ not so popular to people/ away from the inhabited area/ alone) place. What does he mean by “wild”? He means the wild nature which is the opposite of nature according to the 18th century writers. It means nature as God has created it. So, these cliffs are in a remote place. What does this scene impress?
Thoughts of more deep seclusion; and connect
The landscape with the quiet of the sky.
This scene imposes thoughts in the watcher’s mind. What is the nature of these thoughts? This scene creates deep thoughts of “seclusion”, which means solitude and meditation. So, this place is suitable for such kind of deep thoughts and meditation. As you can see, solitude and meditation are Romantic elements.  This scene does not only impose “thoughts of more deep seclusion”, but it also connects the landscape with the sky. So, these lofty cliffs in this remote place influence the human beings that watch it as well as connect the landscape with the sky. Then we have the second full stop. 
	The day is come when I again repose (= stop)

	Here, under this dark sycamore, and view. 

	


(I again stop here under this “dark sycamore”) what does he mean by dark sycamore? Sycamore is a kind of tree. “dark sycamore”  is, in fact, a metaphor; maybe  the wars and problems that were happening in England at that time. “dark” refers to two things: one thing is that the trees are so thick that they block the rays of the sun. Second, it might refer to the problems and conflicts that England was facing and the poet’s own mood towards these problems at that time.  He also sees small cottages:
These plots of cottage-ground, these orchard-tufts,
Which, at this season, with their unripe fruits,
Are clad in one green hue, and lose themselves
‘Mid groves and copes. Once again I see
Do you know the difference between the orchards and fields? Orchard means بساتين especially where fruits are planted. The orchards “at this season” (in what season did he visit the place?) means the spring season because the fruits are unripe. 
All the landscapes are full of green grass
In the 1st two sentences, he describes the general location; it is woody. There is water overflowing from the springs and the landscapes are connected to the sky with these mountains. 
After describing the general location, he gets closer to the scene. As if he zoomed up the picture. He starts describing the woods and trees; they are fruitful but the fruits are unripe yet. They are still green ما في حاجة مشوهة the color; everything in this place is green. As if these fruits are losing themselves among this greenery ما بيبينو ا. So, the earth is covered with green plants and trees with their green fruits.   
	These hedge-rows, hardly hedge-rows, little lines
	


He says, “… Once again I see/ These hedge-rows, hardly hedge-rows …” now he describes these hedges (of the cliffs and the landscapes). The hedge is like an edge which is made of small stones.  He saw these things before and he once again sees them. These hedges hardly hedge-rows; are not mad by human beings. They are naturally found. No human being has interfered in the scene. 
	Of sportive wood run wild; these pastoral farms,
	


Green to the very door; and wreathes of smoke
Sent up, in silence, from among the trees,
These pastoral farms are “green to the very door” of these cottages; they are extra green. “…wreathes of smoke” What is the sign which indicates that there are cottages and there are some inhabitants? The sign is the smoke of the chimneys coming from these cottages. These cottages can’t be seen. You can only see the smoke coming from the chimneys. “.. in silence…” the place is very quiet. This word is repeated twice in this stanza. 
With some uncertain notice, as might seem,
You can’t be certain the smoke. 
Of vagrant dwellers in the houseless woods,
Are there any dwellers? You can’t be certain.  Dwellers mean inhabitants. “The houseless woods” mans that there is no houses in the woods (this place).
Or of some Hermit's cave, where by his fire
You can’t be sure whether this smoke comes from the cottages in this houseless woods or the caves in which the Hermits live. (Hermits mean men who live alone in the caves or mountains (usually in nature) to only worship God). We call them in Arabic النساك جمع ناسك زي الصوفين they are really connected to nature. See how he describes these dwellers as the hermits. As if these dwellers are worshiping nature. They are living alone in nature (in solitude) away from people, or the city and anything made by man. They are like the hermits, who use very humble, simple and primitive tools. They use the things which nature gives them, eat from the plants around them and drink from the river. They don’t live in sophisticated places nor use sophisticated tools. 
What are you going to comment on in this stanza??
What are the elements which are reflected / emphasized in this stanza?
First, there is nature, particularly the remote wild nature which interests the Romantics. Second, this stanza emphasizes the fact the speaker was alone there which reflects the Romantics’ interest in solitude. The third thing that the poet emphasizes in this stanza is his memories. As you see he repeats certain words like “once again”. This repetition emphasizes that he was remembering this place. He did not only revisit the place but also recollected his memories. It also emphasizes that the place did not change during these five years. It has the same influence on him.  Another important point in this stanza is the description of the dwellers. Wordsworth compares them to the hermits. This compares ion, in fact, emphasizes Wordsworth’s idea which is about people who are interested in nature like him. 
In one stanza we find a lot of descriptions. We can look in the deep meanings implied. There is the river, the lofty cliffs, the greenery, and the unripe fruits. All these details are descriptive. Why is he introducing/ starting the poem with this long descriptive stanza? He is doing so because this description has something to do with the theme of the poem. ما بيكتبها كذا وصف وخلاص 
Student: What is the form of the poem?
Teacher: We will speak about the form in more detail in the next lecture. It is written in blank verse; the rhythm is iambic pentameter. It is so free; we have long sentences. There is no rhyme scheme.  We will speak about it later.
Second stanza:
                     These beauteous forms, 
He is describing the physical body (form) of the place. These forms are very beautiful. 
Through a long absence, have not been to me
Now he is preparing to tell us about the influence of this scene on him during this long absence. Don’t forget when he, in the first two lines of the 1st stanza, repeats some words, e.g. “five years”, “five summers”, and “five long winters”. What happened through these long five years? Many things have happened. For him as a young man many experiences have passed; he had faced many problems. This is why he repeats the word five and emphasizes the length of the period.
As is a landscape to a blind man’s eye:
These beauties have not been to him “as is a landscape to a blind man’s eye”. They have not been to him as just beauties of a landscape to a blind man. A blind man cannot see, but what does he mean here by a blind man’s eye?
Student: the man who cannot feel. 
Teacher: yes. He saw these beauties in a different way. You see the effect of these beauties on him. 
But oft, in lonely rooms, and ‘mid the din >> (= in the middle of the noise)
Of towns and cities, I have owed to them,
In hours of weariness, sensations sweet,
They were not only landscapes. He says, during the absence of these five years, whenever he was in (what?) lonely rooms/ solitude in the city amid the noise  he owed to these beauties “in hours of weariness” (= tiredness/ sickness/ depression/ stress) sensations sweet. 
Student: This is the effect of nature on the romantics. 
Teacher: yes. when he is depressed in the city, he owes to the beauties sweet emotions. It means that these beauties recollected in tranquility in lonely rooms cheer him up and change his mood positively. 
Felt in the blood, and felt along the heart,
And passing even into my purer mind
With tranquil restoration:—feelings too
 The sweet sensations are felt in the blood. عارفة يعني ايش؟ زي لما احنا بنقول اتأثر حتى العظم and also felt along the heart, and in the “purer mind” يعني مش  worried. A long sentence; what is the meaning? During his absence, these beauties have not been just a beauty of any landscape. He owes to them much; whenever he is in the city depressed/ sad/ sick/ worried/ stressed/ in bad mood, he owes to theses beautiful landscapes sweet feelings. He recollects them in tranquility as he says, “with tranquil restoration”. Restoration means recollection/ remembering. How is the overflow described?  These sweet feelings are felt in the blood, heart and in the purer mind. This sentence, in fact, explains the definition of poetry according to Wordsworth: the overflow of powerful feelings recollected in tranquility. It also explains the theme of the poem which is about the influence of nature on human beings (which human being? Is it the blind one? No) who can see nature by their hearts. He does not mean here the blind man literary, rather he means the man who cannot feel nature. ما يتأثر. بالعربي فاقد البصيرة وليس البصر So, this is what Wordsworth says here. 
You see the dash here? We have another sentence in which he explains more.  It means he is still in the same idea, but elaborating on it. 
:—feelings too
Of unremembered pleasure; such, perhaps,
As may have had no trivial influence
He owed them (the beautiful landscapes) “sensations sweet” and “feelings too/ Of unremembered pleasure”. It means that the happiness he would feel as a result of remembering the beauties of nature would help him to remember good deeds of others. He would remember those small/ little/ tiny good things that happened in his life which are unremembered; they have unnoticed/ very small influence.
On that best portion of a good man's life;
What is the best portion of a good man’s life? It is his little nameless unremembered acts of kindness and love. You see what is best in human beings? The best of a human being’s life is those little things which pass as if they were trivial, though they are good deeds (full of kindness and love). It is that part of the heart which is the good portion of a human being’s life. يحكي كتير هو بس يدور على نفس الفكرة
Nor less, I trust,
To them I may have owed another gift,
Of aspect more sublime; that blessed mood,
Sublime means noble holy/ respectable; it is related to the soul. He owes to them a more sublime gift which is (what?) that blessed mood. You see the word blessed. It is not like the word sweet as he said before; it is holy. 
In which the burthen of the mystery, >> the heavy weary weight.
In which the heavy and the weary weight
Of all this unintelligible world
Is lighten'd:—that serene and blessed mood,
He owes them not only the sweet sensations which give him a chance to remember the good things that happened to him or to forget his wearies and problems, but also a more noble effect.  شو يعني  unintelligible? It means not smart or fool. Why does he describe the world around him as such? 
Student: He describes the world around him as “unintelligible” because the people who are living in this world are not appreciating nature. 
Teacher: Ok. This is from the romantic side. What else? What about the things that were happening during his time? Wars, bloodshed, slavery and materialism were spreading all over Europe. There were people who were interested only in materialistic things like money; they did not pay attention to the poor, orphans or nature around them. This is the unintelligible world. This blessed mood does not only make him feel better (because these beauties make him forget about his own wearies) but also lightens (يخفف) the burden of this “unintelligible world” (use it in quotation marks). It lightens, for example, all the political, social, economic and financial problems of the period.  When he is in the city, he is under pressure and heavy “burthen”. However, when he is in nature he forgets about all that. So, again it is the influence of nature. We have a colon. 
…. :—that serene and blessed mood,
In which the affections gently lead us on, >> the affection to nature or love to nature lead us on
Until, the breath of this corporeal frame,>> body
And even the motion of our human blood >> even the blood in the veins (as if the body is dead)
Almost suspended, we are laid asleep >>suspended= stopped.  The body is totally asleep
In body, and become a living soul:
 The word serene does not only mean quiet, but also deep tranquillity. لما بيجي الواحد يوصف نفسه  he separates himself from his body. ما بيقول on me بس بيقول   on this corporeal body. What does this mean? He separates the body from the soul. “That serene mood, in which the affections (or emotions) gently lead us on, until the breath of this” body “and even the motions of our human blood suspend”, “we are laid asleep”. As if the soul is laid asleep inside the body; it becomes a living soul. We have a colon here. 
While with an eye made quiet by the power
Of harmony, and the deep power of joy,
حتى العين ماعاد تتحرك  The power of harmony between what? It is between that soul and the sweet imagination or remembrance of the beauty of that nature. 
“and the deep power of joy,” 
Not only by the power of harmony did he and nature become one, but also by the deep power this beauty created in him. 
We see into the life of things. >> The core = اصل الاشياء
They see things differently. زي اللي يعملوا يوغا yoga[footnoteRef:2]. Those who play yoga can even feel the blood in their veins and the coldness of the air in their lungs. They control all the uncontrollable muscles.  As a result of controlling their bodies as such, they start to feel as if they are living souls. You become able to see things that you cannot see while your mind is busy in your daily life. You may not feel this now but when you speak to your grandparents, who have the experience to think apart from everyday problems, they might help you in understanding this kind of feelings.  [2:  Yoga is a Hindu philosophy that teaches you how to control your body and mind in the belief that you can become united with the spirit of the universe in this way. (Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary. 8th ed. 2010)] 

If this
Be but a vain belief, yet, oh! how oft, >> vain = something trivial, or fancy حاجة خيالية
In darkness, and amid the many shapes
Of joyless day-light; when the fretful stir >> many shapes of joyless day-light = when he is in the city worried and depressed. Fretful = restless: Fretful stir = he is dissatisfied with life around him. 
Unprofitable, and the fever of the world, >> Unprofitable = it means a sense of loss. The fever of the world= because the world was full of wars at his time.
Have hung upon the beatings of my heart, 
How oft, in spirit, have I turned to thee 
When all the mentioned worries have hung upon the beatings of his heart, he (turned to whom?) turned to the beauties of nature, and to his memories of these beauties. 
O sylvan Wye! Thou wanderer through the wood >> he describes the river as wanderer because it moves freely through the woods.
How often has my spirit turned to thee! >> he repeats the same expression. The last sentence shows how much he was burdened with the stresses of the problems of the world and, as a result, how much he turned to the river, the beauties of nature, and his memories of the first visit to the place. We are still speaking about the first visit and its influence on him. 
Do you think the Romantics, as they say, “escapists”? They did not involve themselves in problems of their time. They did not look for or write about solutions. 


The End
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