Poetry5
Dr. Alia Bader
The 5th lecture


The poem is unrhymed. What does this mean? 
Wordsworth wrote it in blank verse[footnoteRef:1] but he used iambic pentameter[footnoteRef:2]. There is no rhyme scheme but in each line there are five stresses.  [1:  Blank verse is poetry that has a regular rhythm, usually with ten syllables and five stresses in each line, but which does not rhyme. (Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary. 8th ed. 2010)]  [2:  A poem written in iambic pentameters, i.e., it is written in lines of ten syllables, five short and five long. (Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary. 8th ed. 2010)] 

When you find any source in the net it means that you have a chance to learn more by yourselves. When you read the words “blank verse” or “unrhymed” you can at least look them up in the dictionary to find their meaning or explanation. Don’t be like a parrot (ببغاء) which repeats everything it hears! I know that your goal is to pass the exam, but it should not be your single goal. Your main goal should be to earn this piece of paper.  So, enrich your mind with information. 
The poem is considered as a monologue. In the first part of the poem the poet was speaking to himself. In the second part he was addressing his little sister, but he was still speaking about the same subject matter and theme. So, if you look at the style and the way he conveys his ideas, you will find that he repeats many ideas. 
Student: He repeats certain words like “once again” to emphasize the fact that it is his second visit to the place. He also wanted to emphasize that silence and tranquillity are important for the Romantics. 
Teacher: very good. I will explain the second part of the poem and we will sum up all the comments we have. 
Now while I am explaining, I want you to focus on some repeated words and phrases like “wild”, “lonely”, and “remote”, and which are really important to the Romantics. Last week we have discussed the first stanza or as they call it the first “paragraph” because the poem is like prose as you have noticed; the lines are running on (= continuing without stopping). The lines do not end; you have to read them with the 2nd and 3rd following lines. This is why you feel as if you were reading prose. What does this emphasize? It emphasizes the simplicity of language and the overflow of feelings. (It emphasizes the overflow of feelings because) he continues to write without stopping; his ideas and meanings are not finished yet. 
We will start from the word “and now”: 
And now, with gleams of half-extinguish'd though >> half-extinguish'd means faded away 
It means that the thoughts he has now about these things (the beauties of nature) are somehow away; he remembers them but the feelings that he feels are not exactly the same as those felt in the first visit. He remembers some and forgets some. 
With many recognitions dim and faint,
And somewhat of a sad perplexity, >> perplexity means doubt/ confusion. 
The picture of the mind revives again: 
The picture of the mind means the memories of what he has seen before. Memories of the mind revive again; they are refreshed again. Then we have a colon. 
While here I stand, not only with the sense
Of present pleasure, but with pleasing thoughts
He stands in this place, not only with this pleasure of the present, but also with pleasing thoughts. 
That in this moment there is life and food
For future years. And so I dare to hope
He visited the place five years ago. He had an amount of memory that he called it “food”. This amount of memory for him was like food and life for the five years which had passed. Now he is there again to revive his memories. He is happy to have new supplements and food for life in the future years. As if he came to take some supplies, some new memories for the future because some of the memories he had faded away. He is reviving and refreshing the pictures of his mind in order to have some new amount of memories to use them in the future. So, he has his joy discovery.
Student: the word “food” means nourishment to his mind and soul.
Teacher: yes.
Though changed, no doubt, from what I was, when first
“Though changed, no doubt,”>> Of course he has changed during these five years. He has become an adult, and there is no doubt about it.
I came among these hills; when like a roe >> a deer (an animal that eats grass, leaves, etc.) see how he describes himself 5 years ago when he was young, maybe not only five years ago.
I bounded o'er the mountains, by the sides
Of the deep rivers, and the lonely streams,
Wherever nature led; / …
He was free like a deer running across these valleys and mountains. Then we have a colon again. 
                       …          / more like a man
Flying from something that he dreads, than one
Who sought the thing he loved. / …
I want you to tell me when does he speak about himself as a child and when does he speak about himself as an adult?
Students: 1- before the colon he talked about his childhood. He likened himself to a deer. After the colon he talked about his adulthood. 
2- Before the colon, he says that when he was younger he used to come to this place because he loved it so much. But after the colon he speaks about his adulthood. As an adult it seems that he is coming to nature like a man who wants to escape from something that he fears more than one who is seeking the thing he loves (which is nature).
Teacher: very good. He is coming for another reason. He said from the very beginning, “I dare to hope though changed …” He is coming to nature (to this place) not as a roe, but as a man who is “flying from something that he dreads”.
When he was a child he was running, bounding even flying with the love of nature. He used to come for the sake of pleasure only. However, as an adult, he did not come for the sake of pleasure only, but also to get rid of all wearies he had whether from the town or his own wearies. “Flying from something that he dreads” >>he came as a man who is fleeing/ flying/ escaping from wearies he had more than a man who sought the thing he loved. Nature is a shelter and a peaceful place for him. Of course he loved nature but his purpose is different (why?). 
                                      /  …  For nature then >> because nature, when he was a child
 (The coarser pleasures of my boyish days,
And their glad animal movements all gone by,) >> خلاص
We have two brackets in order to explain more. “The coarser” means something you ride in order to go somewhere. “My boyish days”, i.e., when he was a child. “And their glad animal movements” means the roe (deer). If we omit the sentence between the two brackets we get this sentence: “For nature then To me was all in all”.  Nature was “all in all” to him; it was his goal. He had nothing in mind but nature. 
To me was all in all.—I cannot paint >> 
“I cannot paint” means he cannot express/ explain/ describe what he was at that time ( during his childhood).
What then I was. The sounding cataract >> the sound of the water flow. 
Haunted me like a passion: / ……
Haunted means lived; the sound of the water flow lived in him. As if the memories followed him. عارفين لما بيقولوا haunted palace or place مسكون بالاشباح اشباح الماضي it is like this but not in the same meaning. Haunted here means lived in him سكنت روحه. “Haunted me like a passion:”, then we have a colon. 
                .....                              /the tall rock,
The mountain, and the deep and gloomy wood,
Their colours and their forms, were then to me
An appetite: / …… >> appetite means something he likes to remember. (Desire)
When he was a child, nature was everything for him. During his adolescence, memories “haunted” him like a passion. He remembered the valley, the mountain, the woods and everything.  After the colon he speaks about the influence of memories on him:
                                /a feeling and a love,
That had no need of a remoter charm,
By thought supplied, or any interest
Unborrowed from the eye./ ….. 
He says that memories were not in need of things that he can see by his eyes directly so that they can please him. They are living in him that whenever he wants to recollect/ remember them, he finds them ready but in need of another visit (to this place or nature in general).
                                  ……/ —That time is past,
And all its aching joys are now no more, 
Why are they “aching joys”? بيجوا مع بعض؟!  They are aching because he feels the loss of these joys. “Are now no more”, i.e., he cannot feel in the same way as he was a child. Can you? روحي زوري بيتك القديم محل ما تربيتي  would you feel the same? No. You would feel the memories but you cannot live the same joys like you did when you were a child because you are not the same person. We live in the memories. عشان كذا بنتمسك بالحاجات القديمة تبع ذكرياتنا that’s because we cannot live them again in the same sense. ممكن ترجعي تعيشي مواقف بس مش انت ولا ضحكتك رح تكون نفس الشي
And all its dizzy raptures. / ……
Raptures mean excitements and happiness. They are dizzy (why?) because they are far away from his memory; بيروحوا. They are not concrete (not facts)
                                …..       /Not for this
Faint I, nor mourn nor murmur; other gifts
Have followed, / …. 
 Not because of losing that time (when he was a child full of joy) he faints (= loses consciousness), nor feels sad (why?) because “other gifts have followed”; he has other gifts. The pleasure of childhood is a gift from God, but we have other gifts as we become adults. What are they? For example, we have the gift of mind/ reason. We also have knowledge and experience. 
                       …./for such loss, I would believe,
Abundant recompense. / …..
“I would believe” >> he believes that he cannot compensate for this loss. 
                                       /For I have learned
To look on nature, not as in the hour
Of thoughtless youth, but hearing oftentimes
The still, sad music of humanity,
However, he does not feel sorry about it because he learned “To look on nature, not as in the hour of thoughtless youth”. He learned to look at it not as he used to do when he was a child or a young man. He learned to hear “oftentimes the still, sad music of humanity”. (Looking at something is different from looking on something; looking on means looking deeply, while looking at means just by your eyes).
Nor harsh nor grating, though of ample power
To chasten and subdue. / …..
He expresses the fact that he is not a child anymore. He also explained how he used to see the pleasure of being in nature thoughtless like a deer which has no worries. Now, as an adult, all this has past. Although he feels the loss, he does not feel too sad about it because he learned to look on nature from another angle (how) by “hearing oftentimes The still, sad music of humanity”. Despite of all wearies he has, he learned to look on nature with a different mind. “though of ample power To chasten and subdue.” >> he learned how to go to nature with a different power, not that of childhood and its pleasure, but the power of a man who wants to get rid of/ escape from the still sad music of humanity which fills his mind.  He goes to nature as an escapist. For him as an adult nature is a shelter. The feeling of relief that he finds in nature is why he still feels the pleasure of going to it. In fact, it is a kind of cure as he is going to express at the end of the poem. 
                         …..               /And I have felt
A presence that disturbs me with the joy
Of elevated thoughts; / … 
He lost the feeling of childhood but he learned to feel the presence of elevated thoughts/ of remembering / of the influence of nature on him. As a child he was unconsciously influenced by nature; he described himself as a deer. However, later (as an adult) he lived on memories of that time. He learned how nature influenced him; he goes to it as a shelter or a nurse as he will say at the end of this stanza. Why are these thoughts elevated? They are elevated because they come out / the result of meditation. احنا كلنا بنفكر سواء نايمين او صاحين thoughts are in our minds, but when do they become elevated?? They become elevated when we go deeper into thingsــ doing so is called meditation. So, when the mind meditates, it produces elevated thoughts. 
                                   …. /a sense sublime >> it means sacred or holy
Of something far more deeply interfused,
Whose dwelling is the light of setting suns,
And the round ocean, and the living air,
And the blue sky, and in the mind of man,
A motion and a spirit, that impels
All thinking things, all objects of all thought,
And rolls through all things. / ….. 
“Of something far more deeply interfused “>> Look at the word “interfused”. There is an interfusion between (what??). He is comparing between himself as a child and how he now learned to look on nature differently (with deep thinking). He knows the influence of nature on human beings. So, he says, “a sense sublime” the sense here means that of meditation. The interfusion is between the elements of nature and thoughts through meditation. بيطلع بنتيجة ايش هي؟  it is the elevated thoughts. The dwelling of this sense sublime is “The light of setting suns,/ And the round ocean, and the living air,/And the blue sky, and in the mind of man” (What happens?) “A motion and a spirit, that impels (imposes)” all the thinking things (these elements impose all thoughts on what he sees in nature), all objects of all thought “And rolls through all things”.  كلهم بيطلع منهم خلاصة وحدة it is like meditation which needs deep thinking unlike brainstorming. 
Here he is describing meditation as elevated thoughts and “sense sublime”; it is something very effective and sacred. As a child, nature for Wordsworth was a source of pleasure because this pleasure was a result of emotions of young man (ما فيها عمق thoughtless). However, now nature for him is a source of pleasure because it is the result of the experience, the thoughts and the meditations of an adult who is engaged with all the problems of his time and the “sad music of humanity”. All these things make him think of the greatness of nature, “what man has done to man”, how God has created the giving nature, and how man is dealing with man. It is Wordsworth who said in one of his poems when he lamented the fact “what man has done to man”. While nature is always giving (though taking a little), man is always taking (greedy). He described (in our poem) the world as “unintelligible” in line 39. 
                                              …../Therefore am I still
A lover of the meadows and the woods, 
And mountains; and of all that we  (he and his sister) behold
From this green earth; of all the mighty world
Of eye and ear, both what they half-create,*  >> it means what he sees now; the beauties of the landscapes
And what perceive;/ ….
“Therefore am I still/ A lover of the meadows and the woods, /and mountains” as I was when I used to be a child? He asks, “Am I still the same?” he is still a lover of nature. “what they half-create” because nature creates this pleasure, but it is the food for the memory in future which he will recollect, meditate about later, and complete what he perceives of it. So, what this beauty creates in us and what we will add on it from our own souls and minds make a whole idea. 
Here, he wants to differentiate between his sense/ feelings emotions as a child and as an adult. He is still a lover of nature, but first it was all in all to him, while now as an adult it half creates pleasure, joy and the memories and he adds on it what he perceives. How he looks at it and thinks of it. هل the influence هيك اذا انت رحتي وتأثرتي وجيتي؟ without meditating or thinking? 
كل واحد بيفكر بطريقته. في ناس لما بيشوفوا النمل هم وماشيين بيفكروا فيهم على انهم حشرات ممكن يقرصوهم                                               hard workers في ناس بيموتوا من قرصة النملة! وفي ناس بيقدروهم وبيقولوا قد ايش هم   
They are elements of nature.
في ناس تتعلم من النمل. طيب الشمس والنجوم والشجر بيطلعوا كل يوم، وتغير الفصول اذا ما فكرتي فيها بعمق ما بتتعلمي منها. عشان كذا ربي بيقول نفكر ونتدبر في المخلوقات
 
                                 ...  /well pleased to recognize >> (what?)
In nature and the language of the sense,
The anchor of my purest thoughts, the nurse,
The guide, the guardian of my heart, and soul
Of all my moral being. >> it is related to his soul
Do you see what he recognizes? This is why nature is a teacher and he is a learner. He is going to recognize in nature and the language of the sense (What?) “the anchor” of his “purest thoughts”, “the nurse, the guide, the guardian” of his “heart, and soul” of all his “moral being”. This is the theme of the whole part we read before. “Why nature is the guide, the nurse the, the guardian, the teacher?”. I will not ask you to paraphrase word by word. I want you to comment, to know the theme and to explain how he reached this theme/ how he expressed the theme. I explain word by word for you, but you are not asked to do the same. You are asked to comment on the conclusions and the arrangement of thoughts, i.e., how he started speaking about his revisiting the place and the influence of this visit on him during the five past few years, his new visit now and how he is different; the difference between him as a child and as an adult, how he looked on nature differently, as he calls it here guide guardian or nurse.
                                            Nor, perchance,	
If I were not thus taught, should I the more
Suffer my genial spirits to decay: >> his ability to write; his power as a poet; his inspiration and so.
(مش هو قال  I learned to look at nature differently?)  Now he says if he was not taught to look on nature differently and to use his memories about it (what could have happened?), would he suffer from this? Would his ability to write, inspiration and power as a poet be affected (become less and less) if he was not taught to look on nature differently? Of course they would. In fact, William Wordsworth lived on these memories all his life. So, it did a lot for him.
For thou art with me, here, upon the banks
Of this fair river; thou, my dearest Friend,
My dear, dear Friend, and in thy voice I catch
The language of my former heart, and read >> it means when he was a child.
My former pleasures in the shooting lights
Of thy wild eyes. /…. 
He is addressing his little sister. He describes her as his dear friend. In her voice he catches the language of his “former heart”. He remembers himself, as if he sees himself and how he used to enjoy nature in her eyes. “And read/ My former pleasures in the shooting lights of thy wild eyes”; he describes her eyes as “wild” (why??) because she is still naive inexperienced and innocent.
                  …         /Oh! yet a little while
May I behold in thee what I was once,
My dear, dear Sister! And this prayer I make,
Knowing that Nature never did betray >> ( nature is capitalized.)
The heart that loved her; / >> (nature; he is personifing her)
Nature never betrays the one who loves her, unlike the human beings. 
                                   /'tis her privilege,
Through all the years of this our life, to lead
From joy to joy: for she can so inform >> (from the joy of childhood to that of adulthood). She refers to nature. 
The mind that is within us, so impress >> it can inform/ give/ refresh and supply it. Also so impress (influence) it.
With quietness and beauty, and so feed
With lofty thoughts, that neither evil tongues,
Rash judgments, nor the sneers of selfish men,
Nor greetings where no kindness is, nor all
The dreary intercourse of daily life,
Shall e'er prevail against us, or disturb
Our chearful faith that all which we behold
Is full of blessings./…
It is a very long sentence. Nature does not betray her lovers. The sentence is very easy; it needs no explanation. When we are impressed by nature; when we feel it and learn from it, all the worries of daily life will never beat us or disturb our cheerful faith. All what we are looking at now (at nature) is full of blessings. 
Now he addresses his sister:
                          ….. /Therefore let the moon
Shine on thee in thy solitary walk;
And let the misty mountain winds be free
To blow against thee: and in after years, >> when you (his sister) are an adult
When these wild ecstasies shall be matured >> wild excitements
Into a sober pleasure, when thy mind >> wiser
Shall be a mansion for all lovely forms,
Thy memory be as a dwelling-place
For all sweet sounds and harmonies; / >> خذي مخزون بيقولها
                                                         …. / Oh! then,
If solitude, or fear, or pain, or grief,
Should be thy portion, with what healing thoughts
Of tender joy wilt thou remember me,
And these my exhortations!/ … >> this is his advice to her; his experience. 
                                            …..  / Nor, perchanceــ
If I should be, where I no more can hear
Thy voice, nor catch from thy wild eyes these gleams
Of past existence, wilt thou then forget >> his childhood; when he was a child like her.
That on the banks of this delightful stream
We stood together; and that I, so long
A worshipper of Nature, hither came,
Unwearied in that service: rather say
With warmer love, oh! with far deeper zeal >> excitement of love.
Of holier love. Nor wilt thou then forget,
That after many wanderings, many years
Of absence, these steep woods and lofty cliffs,
And this green pastoral landscape, were to me
More dear, both for themselves and for thy sake!
This last part is full of emotion, and it is very easy. He is addressing his little sister that she one day will be an adult like him, as if he is telling her to just take from nature as he is taking now and to remember it as well as remember that her brother told her once this advice and taught her how to look on nature. So this is the poem. 
One of your colleagues asked, “What William Wordsworth is speaking about?” “What does he learned from nature that makes him so affected by it?”
 What he convinces us with is that we have to learn from nature the rules of the world, why we are created, and how to worship God. What I understand is that when you are an adult, like me, you can look on nature in a different way. There are things I should not worry about because this is the nature of human beings and life. What I used to worry about when I was young girl means nothing to me now. Also, I learned that every day the sun will rise, and God is always there. Things will be repeated as seasons are repeated even if you are living in misery and crying day and night. 
The classics learned from nature order only. However, for the Romantics, nature was a place where they can escape to from the worries of the city life, whether they were right or wrong. This is what they believed in. We are not with imitating them and believing their beliefs. They tried to persuade others by their poetry. To some extent they touched our feelings, but not to the extent that we become worshippers of nature. They exaggerated in escaping to nature and meditation, which is why many critics criticized them that they were escapists; they did not give any solutions. They said that as poets it is not their duty to give solutions for problems; they only shed light on problems and others give solutions. This is a conflict not solved until now. It is a matter of point of view. 
As for Wordsworth, he feels the pain and the problems of his age. When he says that he hears the still sad music of humanity in this unintelligible world, he is not happy about it. However, when he goes to nature, he feels peace which makes him relieved. So nature teaches him how to be peaceful and how to meditate in things in the purpose of creation. It is a source of meditation for him. If you don’t take the word “worshipper” literary, we consider him as a lover of nature.
We know the theme of the poem. He repeats it many places, e.g., line 108, 109, 111 and in the last few lines 151, 152, 153, also in lines 21 and 22 the influence of nature on him. At the last lines of each stanza you will find that there are some words that lead you to the theme. 
Next week ان شاء الله I will comment on the form, the theme and the arrangement of thoughts. 
THE END
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