Poetry 5
Third year
The 6th lecture:                                                                              د.عليا البدر             


If you notice that William Wordsworth most of his poem are written in blank verse, why? First of all, it is a kind of rebel against the strict rules of the 18th century poetry. The most important reason is because the Romantics were interested in everyday language and spontaneity. According to them how can one be spontaneous and at the same time be careful about choosing the words? It will not be representing the overflow of powerful feeling.
William Wordsworth           حطي دائما الشعار تبعهم، تبع    
Poetry is the overflow of powerful feelings recollected in tranquility. 
احنا شرحناها كلمة كلمة ايش أهميتها، هو مش تعريف أجوف.
‘Overflow’ means something spontaneous and something in excess. You know when water just overflows, you cannot control it. How can you control it? With rhyme and meter and so. This is why they thought that blank verse would represent their poetry better. When we want to speak about the form, we will speak about the form but from another angle. We will not look at the rhyme scheme. We will say that this is on purpose. William Wordsworth wrote sonnets. He also wrote ballads. He had rhymed lines. It is not a matter of perfection and it is not a matter of cleverness that he is not so clever. He cannot write الشعر الموزون although it is more beautiful and more musical, this is my own opinion. But their point of view is that this form represents them better, why? Because it is more spontaneous and because it is reflecting the everyday language of a common man and it is more free as we said and uncontrollable, not the overflow of powerful feelings. Do you understand from which of point of view we are going to discuss the form? From this point of view; it represents them better. Now, what else for the form? We talked about the rhyme. We can also speak about the run on lines. You feel that the rhyme of the verse does not have any pause; it does not have any punctuation mark. Sometimes at the end of line you are forced to go on and read the second one, why? Because of the same reason. The overflow of powerful feeling is not a matter of choosing words and so and so. Word are coming although they work on them and we have examples at the end of the book how he rewrites some poems. But still we have to believe what they say. So, this is why their poetry is in blank verse, run on lines, simple language, not sophisticated vocabularies, full of images taken from nature (we are speaking about William Wordsworth), their poetry is full of images. Imagery is very important for them, why? Because imagination is very important for them. And how can one recollect in tranquility images without imagination. You mention that it is full of images and imagery is important for them because they are images and recollected from the memory. All of these points are related to the form. 
William Wordsworth does not have many exotic images. We will the exotic images in Kids later and in Coleridge. But it is a part of Romantics as a group. But when we speak about William Wordsworth, he does not have many exotic images. So, this is about the form. Now, we do we stress more on ideas? Because in fact the Romantics have changed the tradition of English poetry since then with their own ideas though it did not live much for a long time.
Student: why are we interested more in the ideas of the Romantics?
The doctor: because they have changed the concept of poetry, I mean the tradition of English poetry since then; since they have such writing although their period of time did not last long. It lasts only for around 30 to 40 years. By mid 19th century, you will say that they started to fade away. Then, we will have the Victorian. You will study the Victorians. By the way, I will not teach you in the next semester because they do not give it to me. Now when you study the Victorians, you will see that there are some traces of the Romantics still in their poetry but the time changed as we said and we will find different aspects and you will be introduced more to the poets. And you will see how modern age will start. Next year you will study modern 20th century literature which is so rich. So, for the Romantics as I told you, they changed the tradition of poetry and their influence is still until now in some poets. Still until now in some poets we can find some traces. To revolt and rebel against the strict rules of the Neo-classicals was not something easy. In the 20th century you will find different kinds of poetry and different forms. You will see free verse, not blank verse. What is the difference between blank and free verse? ‘Blank verse’ is with no rhymes but with rhythm, there is a meter inside, it is iambic pentameter; there are five feet. But is ‘free verse’, there is no rhythm, no meter and no rhyme; it is just free as prose. 
Now, for the Romantics; for William Wordsworth, we have to concentrate on the element of nature in his poetry. We cannot ignore it at all. Nature is very important to William Wordsworth. And he says in his poems that it is the nurse, the guardian, the guide, the anchor of his moral life. You have to memorize some phrases. Put them between quotation marks, they are not your own words, do not cheat. For William Wordsworth, Tintern Abbey , in fact is represents perfectly his poetry. You will find that in the first part he speaks about his first visit and the influence of the first visit on him and how in bad moods and in dark days he used to turn to thee (when he addressed nature and addressed Wye River.) How often I turn to thee. If you want to look at the rhyme, maybe it is better for you to remember. In the stanza; in the first part, you see that he describes the place and compares between what he has seen, I mean the landscape before and now. The landscape is there, it is the same. Once again I see this, once again I hear this, the murmur, the mountain, the rocks and the lofty hills and whatsoever. At the end of this stanza we have important lines. If we want to underline the important lines in the whole poem, how can we underline? What are the most important lines in the first stanza? The last two lines. 

some Hermit's cave, where by his fire
The Hermit sits alone.

Solitude, Hermit, worshiping
For him worshiping nature. The importance of solitude and the importance of being alone with nature. Enjoying meditating. What is the first thing you might think about when you mention a hermit? Meditation, meditation, and meditation. 
Then, in the second stanza, what are the important lines here? 

How he looks on nature? How he considers the landscape?
Through a long absence, have not been to me
As is a landscape to a blind man's eye:

It is much more than that. It is not a silent landscape. For me this place represents life. He sees it from another angle and he describes how, on line number 24; the third line in the second stanza.
As is a landscape to a blind man's eye:

And then he owed many things to it. 
sensations sweet,
Felt in the blood, and felt along the heart;
And passing even into my purer mind,
With tranquil restoration:
You see these words, they are exactly like the definition of poetry in another words. 
that blessed mood,
In which the burthen of the mystery,
In which the heavy and the weary weight
Of all this unintelligible world,
Is lightened: 
                            
You see, a source of relief; a nurse, like a nurse, relief him from his burden. The burden which are caused by this unintelligible world. Then we have the influence of nature. 
And even the motion of our human blood
Almost suspended, we are laid asleep
In body, and become a living soul:
What is this? The influence of what? The result or the end of what? Meditation. This is the peak of meditation. When one feels that his soul is living. And when his physical body is not moving, as if the entire physical world around him vanishes and disappears, is no more. They are like those who play yoga, they forget all about the world around them. He feels that the body is no more, it doesn’t exist for him. It is the soul which is alive, why? Because he is in a harmony. Underline the word harmony. 
هذي كلمة سحرية عند الرومانسيوون
harmony with one and nature are in complete harmony. 
and the deep power of joy,
We see into the life of things.


Enjoy of what? Enjoyment because he is in nature and then there is no full stop, it leads to meditation, it leads to another kind of joy. Soul is living. Now, he feels the life of things.بحسو بحبة الرمل  and this is true, somehow it is true. 
احنا ما منفكر فيها ، هم بيصلو يفكرو فيها بأعمق من كدا، احنا منفكر فيها ببساطة انها حبة رمل.

Now, in the third stanza, what do we have here? What is important in it? 
How oft, in spirit, have I turned to thee,
O sylvan Wye! thou wanderer thro' the woods,
How often has my spirit turned to thee!

Thee= sylvan Wye river.
He repeats the same phrase in three consecutive lines. This repetition, what does it mean? We are talking about feelings here, there is always overflow of powerful feelings in the Romantics’ poetry. What does he feel here? I will read the lines again:

                        how oft--                        
In darkness and amid the many shapes
Of joyless daylight; when the fretful stir
Unprofitable, and the fever of the world,
Have hung upon the beatings of my heart--
How oft, in spirit, have I turned to thee,
O sylvan Wye! thou wanderer thro' the woods,
How often has my spirit turned to thee!
 This repetition means how he is under the pressure of this unintelligible world, the miseries, the corruption, and the problems. And how often I turn to thee. How often he needed it; the relief of nature!بتحسي هنا كأنها مناجاة  because he is under great pressure. Now, we have the fourth stanza.
What do we have in the fourth stanza? 
A student: line 46 
That in this moment there is life and food
For future years.

There is life and food for future years.
What does this mean? He gets supplies for future years in order to relief him later because of this unintelligible world and all the problems, all the corruption, all the wars, all the bloodshed and the miseries of people. What else? Line number 71
How his way of thinking of nature is different now. He is mature. He still loves nature but he loves it for different reasons. How does he here express this? Line number72.
       For nature then
To me was all in all.
Nature for me when I was a child nature then to me was all in all to go and run and bounds like a deer and jump here and there wherever nature can lead me and I will be pleased.
Nature for me at that time was all in all. He had not any worries; no worries for a child. 
Now how does he look on nature now? 
Look at line 70 and 71 
more like a man                            
Flying from something that he dreads,
Now nature for him is a shelter, as a resort. He escapes to nature like a child who escapes to his mother. What else? What is important in this page? Why does he look at nature differently now? Why does he think of nature differently? 
Student:    because he becomes mature
The doctor: I want it here from the lines. What the influence of nature? He changed. Why does he change?
but hearing oftentimes
The still, sad music of humanity,

 Because he learned how to look on nature differently. In nature he can compare between the peace, that nature can give him, and the miseries of humanity. 
The sad music of humanity is there in the city. Now, he learned to compare between what he faces when he is here with nature and how people are suffering there away from nature. He learned to learn from nature, how to learn to give, how to learn to live peacefully, how to accept what nature gives; not to be greedy, to be satisfied with this simple life. For them what is the reason of the misery of man? Because he is greedy. He kills others. When he is greedy, he kills others to take their places, to take what they own, to take their country, to take their treasures, to take their money, to take their sources, and their water. What is the most important line here? 
A presence that disturbs me with the joy
Of elevated thoughts; a sense sublime
 And also it is repeated later down, at the bottom of the page (lofty thoughts) a result of meditation. What else do we have here? 
                                     Therefore am I still
 A lover of the meadows and the woods,
 Do you think that he is still a lover of nature? Yes, but from a different angle. 
Look at line number 106. 
     they half-create,
 And what perceive;
The landscape and the elements of nature, they half create
 and what perceive.
What do they create? The atmosphere for meditation. 
The atmosphere for meditation for your mind to perceive.
So they have prepared and man has to continue. This is the harmony between nature and man. Nature has a role and man has another role.
And then we have the last four lines. 
      well pleased to recognise
In nature and the language of the sense,
The anchor of my purest thoughts, the nurse,
The guide, the guardian of my heart, and soul                  
Of all my moral being.

 غذاء الروح: هاد التعبير كتير حلو، غير غذاء الجسد
Now, the last stanza:
    Nature never did betray
The heart that loved her;
 What else on next page?
Look at line 134
Is full of blessings
Nature is full of blessings.
You can use these words when you want to comment. It is a source of joy, source of food for the body and for the soul; the spirit. And then this last stanza: here he joints between the three stages of his life when he was a child, now when he is a man, and a future when he is old or when he is dead, with the second generation, the continuation of life, life goes on and he hopes that the influence of nature would go on, on the coming generation as well. This is why his sister is interfering her, and introduced here. And then we come to the last part which you have mentioned:
and that I, so long
A worshipper of Nature, hither came
Unwearied in that service: rather say
With warmer love--oh! with far deeper zeal
Of holier love. 
He repeats the same words he started his poem with.
      these steep woods and lofty cliffs,
And this green pastoral landscape, were to me
More dear, both for themselves and for thy sake!

 For nature: because they are part of nature.
and for you sake my little sister
Why? Because she represents the future; the future of humanity. 
Humanity without natureزي كأنو ما في خلاص لل
This is our poem. Is there any question? 
Then, some students summarize all the lines which can refer to nature as a teacher in William Wordsworth’s poem.
The doctor:   There are many themes in the poem you cannot say but you can summarize it in one sentence or in one phrase: it is the influence of nature on man but this influence has many branches, you can see it in different faces and you can speak about it. 
So, when you were reading a question came to my mind although it is not directly connected to the poem. When you see that William Wordsworth with his sister, he sees himself when he was a child in her eyes, do not you think that this is also a normal thing that everyone has to have his own duration of time to develop or to be mature? Although he is advising her but he cannot be in her place. What I want to say that she has also to take her time to enjoy nature thoughtlessly as he used to be when he was a child, she cannot at all take his own experience readymade she has to go through the same experience of the development until she would be able later. His advice is somehow theoretical. But do you think that he can take it for granted that she will deal will nature like he now deals with it. Her experience will be different. Her time will be different. And the experience would change her differently. 
في أشياء تتكر ،بيقولك التاريخ بيعيد نفسو بس في أشياء لا تتكرر أبد عبر الأجيال.
This is why the eldest sisters or brothers, they are living in the same house with their youngest ones, and they have the same effects and so on, but still the experience is different because the time is different. 



The End
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