Poetry 5
Third Year
The 10th lecture:                                                                                                  د.علياء بدر

Lord Byron
Don Juan

In the poem we are going to take today, we will find that Byron is more like the 18th century poets than the poets of the 19th century. Let us start with his biography. Lord Byron, as his name would refer to, comes from Aristocratic class. He inherited the title from his father. So, he is aristocratic أبا عن جد. You know that for Romantics, they are interested in the common man. For Lord Byron, he was interested also in common man, but from a different point of view. He was a rebel and this is the first characteristic of the Romantics. He rebelled against the social rules and the moral values of his century. He also believed that he has to help anyone who might rebel against these things. He rebelled also against the political situation in England and this is why he exiled to Europe. He was like a refugee. He went to many countries in Europe and then he stayed in Spain and he died in it. In fact, he was killed in Spain in war action. He was in the side of the people rebelling there and revolting against the royal rule. Anyway, he was involved in political actions and revolting against social values. This is the man. He is a rebel. He died early, when he was very young. And maybe I am old enough, I have the experience, but it is the nature of the age between 14 and 30, we find a rebel inside each one of us. I do not defend Lord Byron, but I want you to know for Wordsworth, he changed when he became mature. For Coleridge, it is the same, but for Lord Byron, Keats and Shelley, the young generation, all of them died early. We know them for their different types of thinking, for their revolt, for their shafting most of the common values of their society whether social, political or moral. God only knows if they would have lived more, they would have changed their opinion. They will become mature. This is why the Romanticism in our minds always connected with young generation.
So, as I told you I am not defending anybody, but I am just commenting on an observation you can see. Alexander Pope, for example, he died old. For Milton, he died old. You can see their changes in their lives. For this young generation of the Romantics, three of them died early and we know that part of their poetry which was written in their young age, in the age of revolt. So, Lord Byron as I told you was a rebel and this is why he represents the Romantics. We will see that his poetry is different from William Wordsworth and different somehow from Coleridge.
 For Lord Byron, we are going to discuss one of his poems. This poem is considered to be the longest poetry of its style after Milton’s Paradise Lost. The poem is Don Juan. It is a very long poem. For Byron, he started writing it since 1818 and he continued writing and adding cantos to it until his death. So, it is not completed. Now, the poem does not have a certain plot. He himself says, I did not have a plan when I started writing Don Juan. He did not have a plan. ما حاطت في باله what he is going to write about or what the plot is of that poem. But it speaks about adventures of this young man called Don Juan. I will tell you what Don Juan means and why he had chosen this. But in general, when we speak about the poem, it is very long poem, maybe the longest poem in English after Milton’s Paradise Lost. It is read and enjoyed, not because of its plot and its story, but because as I told you every now and then he feels that he needs to write something, he would write on canto or two (canto= part). And then after one year also he will add another one. So, the main or the important thing in Don Juan is the character himself; the hero. And all the episodes are connected to this hero, but they are not tightly connected to each other. You will feel that they are fragments, adventures of Don Juan, not necessarily that each episode would be linked and connected to the other episode. This is why the readers and the critics says it is wrong to pay attention mainly to the plot or the story because he said from the very beginning that he did not have a plan, but his invention is the character himself (Don Juan) and the poem has this title. So, he is the centre of the poem as a character. The poem, as I told you, is very long and through it the poet Byron tries to criticize the society and what was going on in his age. So, it is a satire. For Romantics, they do not have satire. Who is famous for satire ? Alexander Pope. This is why he is so near and he learned from Alexander Pope a lot his is satire. You will find that he is somehow representing or following the steps of Pope’s satire in The Rape of The lock if you remember and other satires. This is why William Wordsworth and Coleridge believed that his poetry is more like the 18th century poetry than the 19th century Romantic poetry. So, it is a long poem and it is a satire. It does not have a very tightly connected plot and story, but it is centered around the hero himself; the character.  
His language is also simple, but still his images are perfectly done like Alexander Pope’s and Dryden imagery. شفتي كيف خلط بين الاتنين his language is simple; it is not so sophisticated like the 18th century. After all he belongs to his age. 
(واذا كان بدو يكتب تماما متل القرن ال18 ، بدو يكون زي ما منقول دقة قديمة و ما بينتمي لعصروا)
He belongs to his century, but still he has some elements from others. He learned also from Milton and he learned from all, he is an educated man. He did not revolt against all what has been done before like Wordsworth and Coleridge. شفتي كيف هو وازن . This is Lord Byron. Now, why Don Juan? In Spain they say Don and Donna for the lady. So, this is the title for the man like (Mr. and Mrs.). Juan is John is English, but in Spanish it is Juan. 

Don Juanنحنا لمين منقول                                      for the man whom women love him.
So, he is very handsome. He is liked by women and this is why he would experience many adventures with women. He is still not that man who is totally disconnected from his society and following women. Still he has his own adventures whether political or social. This is the kind of the character which Byron has chosen; a character who is liked and loved. 
Now, in the way Byron that Byron has portrayed Don Juan, Don Juan is a young man, handsome, good-looking, and gentle, but he has started committing sins since he was so young. He has many mistakes. This is why Don Juan of Lord Byron as he is described by critics, he is an escapist. The word escapist is very important to the Romantics. For Wordsworth, he escapes to nature. For Coleridge, he escapes to the supernatural. Now, for Lord Byron, his hero here is an escapist. He escapes from his society because of course he is sinful and his society would reject him. So, he escapes from society and he hides and he escapes from his memories. He started committing sins since he was very young. So, he is an escapist. This is Don Juan. 
In addition to his different adventures, we will see that Don Juan also has his political stand, his political ideas, his social ideas and his moral ideas which are rejected. Some critics would say that this is the most immoral poem because it does not teach a lesson, but it teaches bad things and immoral things to young generation. Bu Byron says that it is the most moral poem and it is not like they say. As I told you the poem is satire and it is meant to criticize all these immoral things, but because Don Juan is a liked character, you would not feel that you want to reject what he is doing, like whom? Do you remember Satan of Milton and what critics said about him? Milton was a great poet and he could put himself in the shoes of his characters and when they speak, they are convincing. For Satan, he was convincing. This is why some critics say that this was a mistake done by John Milton that some would like Satan. From this point of view also the character of Don Juan, of Byron was like to with all his sins and all his mistakes. 
We will not study the whole poem because it is very long. We have extracts in the book. We are going to read five stanzas. But what we want to know and what we are supposed to know about Don Juan are the style and the characterization of the character himself. That it is a satire, it is very long, and it is meant to criticizing society and some say that it is immoral, but Byron said that it is moral because he meant to criticize what Don Juan does. Don Juan is so popular. In the introduction of his poem he says that the poem is considered to be an epic of his time. He wrote an epic of the romantic age because as I said it is very long, it has characters. It depends upon the adventures of the character and Don Juan. And also, Don Juan has qualities of superman; he does things which are really cannot be done by human beings. After Don Juan, we know the term Byronic hero. Who is the Byronic hero? Don Juan. And what is his characteristic? The superman who is handsome, gentle, and brave, but still full of sins. 
Now, what is the difference between the epic heroes and Don Juan? 
For the epic heroes, they are perfect, but they have one flaw, like Othello and others. And this flaw would lead them to their disaster or their destiny. But for Don Juan, he is sinful. He has many follies and he is moody. He has many dark values. His morals are not so ideal. But still Byron could create from him an ideal man. We cannot but like him. (satireهنا بيجي ال ) you like somebody who is simple, who committees mistakes. Don Juan is arrogant. He is confident to the extreme. You know when someone is so arrogant and confident of himself, he might commit mistakes easily. When he criticizes such a person, it means that he does not want from people to do like him. But as I told you the characterization of the character himself, the hero himself, is so liked and popular. 
The characteristics of Don Juan: 
He is a rebel. He rebelled against the values and moral codes of his society. This is why he feels himself isolated. He isolates himself from society. He has a complex in his life, a complex in his history because of his inner conflict. He has this inner conflict between his conscience as I told you before and he wants to escape his memories and escape the society. This is why he is a wanderer. He wanders from one place to another. He always moves from one place to another. He wants to escape as I told you his memories and his sins. This is the conflict. He does not possess “heroic virtues”. But still he is a hero. It is the top of criticizing his society. The hero of that time like this he is failure. It means that the time is contaminated .موبوء على الآخر now, he does not have the “the heroic virtues”. He has many dark qualities. He is moody. He is arrogant. He is sensitive. He is extremely conscious of himself معتد بنفسه. He has great talent; he is talented. He has great passion الشغف. When one has passion about something, he cannot control himself and his passion controls him. Sometime, it is a flaw and sometimes it is a positive quality. It depends on the kind of passion. After all, he is idealized by Byron, idealized but extremely flawed character. 
Now, how this poem is somehow like an epic, it is not an epic, but it is called an epic of the Romantics because it has some qualities of the epics. It consists of 17 cantos. It has ruined the literary traditions, like the quality which your colleague said that it depends on legend. And at the same time though the Don Juan is a legendary hero, but still he is involved with his all contemporary world. All his adventures and all the issues that he discusses belong to the contemporary world, to the Romantic Age, to the 19th century age. This is why it is an epic. 
وين بتشوفي زي هالشخصية؟  
Miltonحسب ما بقول Don Juan is known in the English pantomime. Pantomime is a kind of art in which the actors would act on stage but without speaking, with using the language of the body. Such persons usually paint their faces, they are not clowns. They do not represent real persons, but still what they do discuss is very serious. I think this is a very good reason why Byron has chosen this kind of a hero. Again, he is known in England and he is known in Spain (the legend of Spain) Also, if you know history, Napoleon Bonaparte, he became a legend also; he is a legendary character. He was brave and hero but some say that he was insane. And he was the cause that France was involved in war with all the European countries. After the French revolution and democracy, they yearned in France and in Europe and Romantics were affected by it as they were dreaming of such a change, what happened? With the coming of Bonaparte, he was a dictator again, a dictator and also he became an emperor (republicبعد ما صارت ). So, this is the kind of heroes of that time. See how he was criticizing his society. So, you can find the character in Napoleon Bonaparte. You can find also the character of Don Juan in the gothic novels in the 18th century. So, he was like a superman and at the same time he is full of faults. So you know the person now? I want you to focus on the characterizations of the poem.
Let us read some lines after this long introduction. The lines I have chosen are very easy and they introduce the epic for you. Do you remember Paradise Lost and the other epics which you have studied in the 16th century also? In the opening lines, usually the writer or the poet introduces his style and his heroes; his characters. This is what Lord Byron did. 
Now, the lines are so beautiful and easy. See how he starts and how introduces his poem. 
Fragment1
I would to heaven that I were so much clay
What is the meaning of clay?طين
As I am blood, bone, marrow, passion, feeling-
So, he is a human being, made of clay. What does it mean? They are not angels. Human beings commit mistakes. 
Because at least the past were passed away-
Do you remember his memories and how he wants to escape his memories? He is telling himself the past has passed away. 
And for the future-(but I write this reeling,
Having got drunk exceedingly today,
So that I seem to stand upon the ceiling)
I say-the future is a serious matter-
And so- for God’s sake-hock and soda water!
So, he is fully drunk to the extent that he feels that he is walking on the ceiling. He wants to drink more wine and soda water. What kind of a person is he? He does not care or he wants to drink to forget? So, he has this conflict between his memories of the past and the future. He sees that his future will be more sinful and wrongful. Does he see any hope in the future? No.
Look at the style; do not you feel that they are running on lines and so simple language like the Romantics’?
Now, from canto one, we have Juan; the hero and Donna Julia. The adventure is with Donna Julia. This is the first canto. This is the real opening of the epic. But the fragment above does not belong totally. 

I want a hero: an uncommon want

He wants hero who is uncommon; who is different. 

When every year and month sends forth a new one,
Till, after cloying the gazettes with cant,
The age discovers he is not the true one;

Heroes are many in the history of literature, but after a while the age discovers that that hero was not the one, why?
Of such as these I should not care to vaunt,

Who are considered not to be real heroes, I do not want to take or to copy anyone of them.
I'll therefore take our ancient friend Don Juan-
We all have seen him, in the pantomime,
Sent to the devil somewhat ere his time.

So, in the opening stanza, he is looking for a hero for his poem. What kind of a hero? An uncommon one. He wants one who is different. And whenever he finds one, he discovers that it was not the one for his age and so. He wants the hero who represents his age. He wants a hero that would express his own ideas. So, he will not take of the heroes which he found before in literature. He decided to take the ancient Don Juan; the old Don Juan, which old English men know him through the pantomime. So, he is not inventing a hero. He is taking one. But of course he would dress him with more characteristics of his own. So, he chose Don Juan. (We all have seen him in pantomime and he was sent to devil early in his time.) He was so young when he started to commit sins. Do you understand the satire?  So, the age does not deserve a hero better than this.
Then, we have stanza number five. 
Brave men were living before Agamemnon

Agamemnon is an old king mentioned in Horace’s epic. 

And since, exceeding valorous and sage,
A good deal like him too, though quite the same none;
But then they shone not on the poet's page,
And so have been forgotten:- I condemn none,

So, brave men were living before Agamemnon. And since then a good deal like him also, they have good heroes. See the opening word )stanzaيلي بيفتتح فيها ال ), brave men. Brave men are found since then, they are known. But they are forgotten. Who remembers them? From Horace’s epic, the heroes, until late, Shakespeare’s poems and the heroes in his tragedies and so, they are forgotten. I condemn none= I do not reject any one of them ما عم يسئ لحدا فيهم. 
But can't find any in the present age
                                         Fit for my poem
Look at the ‘But’ here.
His poem is what? He does not celebrate the hero. It is a satire. 
(that is, for my new one);
So, as I said, I'll take my friend Don Juan.

This is the reason. Why does he take Don Juan? Because he fits his poem. Why? Because his poem is satire. He does not want to celebrate the hero; he wants to criticize the society through him.
Now, we have the next stanza.








Most epic poets plunge 'in medias res'


'in medias res'= in the middle of the things. The epic usually starts in the middle of the things. Most epic poets plunge in medias res; they start from the middle of the things. And this is a rule. This is one of the characteristic of an epic. 

(Horace makes this the heroic turnpike road),

What does Horace do? He started from the middle of the things. And then you know from about the previous things through the narration of the hero himself. So, Horace and other epic writers do the same. They start from the middle of the thing. Then:
And then your hero tells, whene'er you please,
What went before- by way of episode,
While seated after dinner at his ease,
Beside his mistress in some soft abode,
Palace, or garden, paradise, or cavern,
Which serves the happy couple for a tavern.

This is how the previous events are narrated in epics. But it seems that he wants to do something else. He is different. He is Lord Byron. He is a revolt. He even revolted against the epic elements. His hero is not brave as those and he does not start from the middle of the thing as them. 
That is the usual method, but not mine-

This is the usual method, but I am unusual. Do not you find that he has some of the characteristics of Don Juan?
My way is to begin with the beginning;

He is going to start his epic from the very beginning.
                               The regularity of my design
Forbids all wandering as the worst of sinning,
                              And therefore I shall open with a line
(Although it cost me half an hour in spinning)

See that between two brackets, he always has a joke. Although it costs me, I will start; I will open my story, my episode with a line, although this line has cost me a lot of efforts. Do you the spinning sport in which you make more effort to lose calories more than any other sport. So, it took a great effort from him to write this line. But I will write it. This is the kind of the character he wants. So, he suits Don Juan and Don Juan suits him. 
Narrating somewhat of Don Juan's father,

So, he starts narrating the history of Don Juan, starting from his father and also his mother. So, his style is different, his language is different.
In Seville was he born, a pleasant city,
Famous for oranges and women- he

Seville= he was born in this city.
Man is born good. مش كذا كانوا يقولوا)) in the 18th and the 19th century, this philosophy started. But it is society which corrupts him. Now, he was born in that city which was famous for oranges and women.
                                                                he
Who has not seen it will be much to pity,
So says the proverb- and I quite agree;

It is a very beautiful city. 
Of all the Spanish towns is none more pretty,

He was born in a Spanish town called Seville.
Cadiz perhaps- but that you soon may see;
Don Juan's parents lived beside the river,
A noble stream, and call'd the Guadalquivir.

Maybe it is beautiful as that.
This is where he was born. I will stop here.  ما حندخل بال)  adventures), if you want to know about them, you can search in the internet and you can read the summary of his adventures. They are not important for us as I told you. What is important is the characterization of the hero who suits the age, not brave, and full of sins. What he wants is he says that all the heroes are forgotten in stanza number two. He wants the one who be remembered and he succeeded, did not he? He did. Don Juan is known until now. We do not know him through the pantomime, we know him because of Lord Byron. And in fact, many writers after Byron, novels, dramas (plays I mean) depict or copy Byron’s Don Juan and the Byronic hero. Since then, since Lord Byron’ Don Juan, the Byronic hero became a term
This is the hero of Byron. He is a different hero. 
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