First Semester



Civilization (12)
Fourth Year
Architecture in the 14th century: 
In the second half of the 14th century, there was a quite peaceful atmosphere in Britain. There was no more wars, whether civil or regional [wars with Scotland, Wales, and France]. They had a peaceful period where they could prosper. Everything is related to war and peace. First of all, man needs to satisfy his basic needs [safety, food, water]. People would kill for the sake of safety, for the sake of water. Once these needs are satisfied, he moves a step ahead whether in the way  he thinks, in the way he lives. He starts to think of luxurious things. When there was a period of stability and peace, things had started to improve, to progress. Architecture is one of the aspects of civilization 

In the early centuries, people in Britain were living either in castles[ the upper class], or in cottages[the peasants]. By the second half  of the 14th century, the architecture in Britain has developed.
Manor Houses in the 14th century: 
The manor house is the house of the lord, the duke , the earl. Usually the manor house, in the second half of the 14th century, was made of two floors, not more than that. Before  the 14th century, the manor houses, like the castles, were built out of stones and wood. Ever since the early 15th century, they started to use bricks for building manor houses. Using bricks for building manor houses started and spread widely in a certain part the western part of Britain, then it moved to the whole island. They started using brick, because there was shortage of stone in England because they were consumed in building castles. 
The manor house was surrounded by a moat, they would dig around the manor house and fill whatever they dug with water. They did this for safety and defense reasons. The guests and the members of the family would get to the manor house through a drawbridge. The larger the moat is the wealthier the lord is.

Another defensive technique in their architecture was the windows. On the sides that look out on the outside, they would build shot holes. These holes are very narrow and tall windows. They build these holes for safety reasons. All the suite rooms are supplied with larger windows that look over on to the courtyard, because they fear nothing in the courtyard. The suit room has high hall, the butler, and the kitchen.   
There are certain parts in England that are quite hilly. In hilly areas, they don’t dig moats. They use the hills themselves as a defensive technique. Another part of the manor house is a garden next to it. This garden is called" Ladies Pleasance" , it is a place of flirtation. This is a place where they would spend all their summertime. 

Another garden is the kitchen garden that supplies the kitchen with necessary vegetables and herbs. 
In the 15th century, cannons were used in war. Before inventing cannons, when there was an attack and the lord and his army went out to fight, the whole family would stay in the castle in a place that is " Norman keep" . The Norman keep  is the most fortified and the safest place in the castle. The whole family would stay there until the war is over. By the 15th century and after the introduction of the cannons, the Norman keep was not enough. By the end of the 15th century, towers were introduced to the manor house for defense reasons. In the towers, they placed the cannons. These towers were built out of stones and wood , but later on, they were built of bricks. It spread out throughout Britain. 

Before the  14th century, they used holes in the ceiling for the smoke to go out.  But by the 14th century, they started to have chimneys in the houses.
The rest of the population would live in cottages with floors covered with earth. These cottage is only one room with a hearth in the middle for warming and cooking. It is mostly made of lots of trees; their ceiling is made of thatches. The smoke is conducted through an opening at the ceiling. 
The architecture with the borders of Scotland and Wales didn’t improve as much as in the south and in the midland [the south and the midland was the most civilized place in Britain]. Marcher lords, those whose estates were on the borders with Scotland and Wales, were still living in very well-fortified places like castles, because of the hostility of the northern people. Marcher lords needed to protect themselves from them, and from the attacks of the Scotts and the Welsh. 

Fashion in the 14th century: 
· In the second half of the 15th century, the age of Chaucer, Chaucer used to wear a simple black gown, long one with a simple hood. Chaucer was a clerk in a court, he was an official of  the government. Also in Italy, Dante used to wear a simple gown. Clergymen, monks, and elderly people used to wear black gowns with a simple hood. 

· In the 14th century, The younger generation would use shorter jackets or coats. They also would wear tight fitting hoses. They were so interested in the symmetry of the human body; they would wear these hoses to show the symmetry of their legs. The court of Richard II was blazing with colors. A courtier would wear one leg in blue; the other leg in red. "Every courtier is holding his estate on his back". This means that his clothes reflects his social status, his estate. Both men and women would wear jewelries and other luxurious stuff. 

· Men and women would have their heads dressed in forms of horns, turbans, and towers. They would wear toe pointed shoes with heels. 

· The elderly courtiers would wear gowns like Chaucer, but the textile is very luxurious and quite tall to the extent that it tails behind them. 

Education in the 14th century: 

By the 14th century, there were from 300 to 400 Grammar Schools all over Britain. These schools are secondary schools where only Greek and Latin are taught. These schools were not founded by the government, they belonged either to masteries, to guilds , or to the cathedral. Secular clergymen would taught at these schools. Grammar schools are not open for everybody, they were opened only for middle class and people who are capable of paying a large sum of money. The Grammar School was the only chance for the middle class to ascended the social ladder, to become something like an archbishop or a bishop. The lower class were left without schools until the 18th century, when charity schools were established to teach them reading and writing only. 
In the late 14th century and the early 15th century were established. Oxford and Cambridge were not rivals, because Oxford far exceeded Cambridge in its academic standard in the 14th century. Oxford university was the center of education in Britain. What raised the standard of Oxford at that time ??
John Wycliffe was an academic then a secular clergyman. He was the first one to question the practice of the "Holy Communion". The Catholics believed they whatever they eat is the flesh of the Christ, and whatever they drink is the blood of Christ. This is the instructions of the church of Rome. John Wycliffe  was so much educated, so he said that these are not the flesh and the blood of Christ; these are only symbols of his flesh and blood. John was opposed by another current of clergymen. It is known that the different points view enrich the academic institute . Because of John Wycliffe and his followers, Oxford has risen to a standard that no body would compete with it, even Cambridge.    
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