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People who labour:
· There are two types of countryside (الريف) labour at that time. 

· The first type:

In the Feudal structure of society, there is an existence of certain people (lords and barons) who are holding lands in sergeanty. In other words, the lords and barons do not pay in cash, but they pay in terms of land. The baron gives a piece of land to the knight and then this knight becomes the standard bearer (حامل الراية). So, the standard bearer is the one who is given a land by the baron and then he works for the baron as a standard bearer. 
Squires (are the bearers of the baron arms), the butlers, ushers (الحاجب) and the stewards are also offered lands by the baron in return for their services in his own castle. These positions are often hereditary. 
· The second type:

The second type of labours are the Villeins and Sokmen. 
The villeins are legally unfree English peasants. They are part of the possession of the baron and work on the demesne of the baron with no return. 
The sokmen are free peasants who hold land in Socage. Socage means the sokmen get a piece of land from the baron and give agricultural services in return. Sokmen are working from three to four days of the week in the baron’s land and in the rest of the week, they work in their own lands. This is called week work. In certain seasons like the season of harvest spring sewing and winter plowing (حرث الارض), they work continuously and this is called boon work. 
By the end of the twelfth century, it was alright with the baron not to have agricultural services pay by the sokmen but instead he would have some money. The situation at that time was improved as whenever the people give more hand work in the demesne of the baron, they will get more money and the sokmen can buy the land from the baron in return of the money instead of agricultural services. The villeins were servants who work in order to get food and they have no wages at all. 

· The town (الحضر) labour is divided into merchants and court’s men:

When we talk about the merchants, we have to talk about the economy of England.

· The historians said that since the twelfth century, England economy has ceased to be agricultural. The English people started to trade through the Mediterranean. They import clothes and tar (قطران) from the Mediterranean countries and they export the animal skin and wool to allover Europe. 
Wool industry in Medieval England: 

There is no trade without industry. The prominent industry in England at that time is the industry of wool. In the twelfth century, the eastern part of England has become a great center for wool marketing and textile industry. When we talk about the wool industry, we talk about the process manufacturing. The peasants shave the wool and then they transport it to the town where it is manufactured. First, they comb, spin (يغزل) and then weaving the wool (ينسج الصوف) and full it. 
The English wool become very popular outside and people outside started to recognize the English wool by the name of the town where it is manufactured. So, it was an advanced industry during the twelfth century where the labour division was found as each type of labour has his own task regarding the textile industry. We have the wool combers, weavers, spinners and the fullers and each city is recognized by its labours.  
At that time, every group of people formed their own guild (association) to maintain the wool industry and to control the prices of the produce groups. 
When we talk about people who are involved in the wool industry, we have to talk about the dyers (الصباغين). The dyers are the richest and most wealthy of all the people involves in this industry as most of their basic materials are imported from overseas. So, the dyers work was very expensive. 
Most of the weavers and the fullers in England are not English men but they were Flemings and have their own distinct districts in England. Most of the traders of wools are non Englishmen despite the high tolls and taxations. Most of the traders who trade goods inside England and especially involved in the trading of wool are from Euroway, Rhineland (Germany) and Lowland.
Concerning marketing, the trading takes place in seasonal fairs. There are smaller markets that are held within the demesnes of the barons and they are weekly markets. Sometimes in order to encourage trading, the barons allow their denizens (Native people) to trade their goods without paying taxes and only take taxes from the foreigners. First they were weekly small markets and then it flourished and expanded to towns. London as a city was a great market for horse dealers. 
Henry I – The Anarchy:
During a war, Henry I lost his only son. When he felt that he is about to die and will leave England without nominating a successor, he gathered all the baronage to swear on oath that they would have his grandson as their king after he dies. Henry I married his daughter to the Count of Anjou. Anjou is another state of France that is an enemy to Normandy. When Henry I died in 1935, his grandson was only 5 years old. Henry’s daughter was living in Anjou for 21 years and she declares her right to rule England and nominated her son to be the king of England. She asked for her right to be the Queen of England till her son grown up. But the barons did not do as they swear. They wanted to indulge into private wars in order not to pay taxes and to expand their territories. So, they get indulged into private wars and that is why this period was called Anarchy. 

Anarchy means chaos and mess. The baronage expanded their own lands out of the private wars that lead to mess. So, the baronage denied Henry’s daughter right on what they oath telling her that she is a woman and having a Queen ruler was unprecedented matter in whole Europe. So, they dismissed the Henry’s daughter and her son on this ground. As a reaction, her husband who is the Count of Anjou attacked Normandy and joined Normandy to his possession and Normandy become under the control of the Count of Anjou and not under the control of the English king any more. 
The king of England after that was the nephew of the late King Henry I and his name was Stephen I. Stephen I claimed his right to be the king of England and the Bishop of Winchester (who was his brother) supported him. This was important because the royal treasury was found in Winchester. Also, Stephen I was supported by most of the baronage and later supported by the Pope himself. So, he became the king of England. 
After that there were wars for nineteen whole years. Count of Anjou crossed the canal and fought and he was only defeated by the English people and came back to Normandy. There were always wars between Normandy, Anjou and England till later when King Stephen lost his only son. After he lost his son, he lost also his interest in making any kingdom for himself. So, he negotiated with the Count of Anjou and his son to rule both countries jointly until 1154 when he passed out and Henry II become 15 years old and ruled both England and Normandy. 
Henry II like his ancestors, he increased something about the writs. He ordered that every issue writ by the government should have a duplicate copy that kept at Westminster and the other copy sent to the intended direction. So, everything related to the government should be documented. This Anarchy shows how the power of the baronage expanded by the time. 
Before the death of Henry II, the French king claimed back Normandy and Anjou. The French king sent his troops and gained them back and Henry II died in defeat of Normandy and Anjou. His son Richard I (Lion Heart) followed him. He took part in the Second Crusade. Salah Aldin took part in the third crusade. Part of Richard reign was spent in Jerusalem and when he came back to England, he was captivated by the Emperor of Australia. He was taken as a captive for ransom (for money). England paid the ransom from the money of taxation. The money was sent to Australia and they set him free, when he returned back to England, he was corrupted. 
When he came back, he was in a bad need for money and he imposed heavy taxes. The historians said that he would sold London if there was a bidder – in order to show us how he was in a bad need for money. He was trying to collect as much money as he can in order to fight as the English and French were traditional enemies. Despite the fact that the kings came all the way from Normandy, they were traditional enemies. They tried their best to get Normandy back to their kingdom but they failed. Now the baronage are very resentful out of the heavy taxes that Richard imposed on them. They were resentful to the extent that they will disobey the king himself. [image: image1.png]
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