Chapter 4

 Classroom Research: Interaction Analysis

The present chapter is about teachers and learners and how they interact in the classrooms.
Q1: How can you define the term Interaction?

It is used with a variety of different senses; it has been used with respect to

1. Theories of linguistic description

2. Models of second language acquisition

3. Instructional exchanges between teachers and learners

4. Task completion conversations between learners and learners, as well as

5. The internal conversations between authors and readers

Experiencing classroom research

Q2: What are the difficulties a researcher might face in collecting data from live second language classroom?

1. It may be a time when no classes are in session 

2. you may have difficulty gaining access to classrooms

3. You may not fit inconspicuously into a language class

4. It may be difficult to make high quality recordings of class interactions
5. The data might be such that you cannot analyze the usefully because the class happens to be watching a film and so on.
Q3: What are the difficulties a researcher might face in using the daily doings of a class?

1. The class is not a language teaching class

2. It is hard to participate in a class fully and simultaneously do all the jobs a classroom researcher has to do- one role or the other will suffer

3. The teacher of this class may not be keen to be a research object right now.

Q4: What are the difficulties a researcher might face in getting a film or video featuring a lot of school classroom footage and use this as the data source?
1. While there are many films featuring classrooms as settings, they are movie classrooms and not much like classrooms in real life
2. there are not many feature films focusing on language teaching and learning

3. films and videos made for research purposes taken in language classes are hard to come by and often of poor technical quality.
Teachers Interaction with learners
When a researcher investigates this type of interaction, some topics can be examined such as:

1. teacher questions

2. teacher error corrections

3. quantity of research speech

4. teacher explanations

5. teacher 'wait-time' for student response

Learner- to- learner interactions

Other major type of classroom interaction is between learners and learners. In communicative methodology, increasing emphasis is placed on language learning tasks which involve pair work and group work. 
Q5: What is meant by Cooperative Learning?
It is a group learning activity organized so that learning is dependent on the socially structured exchange of information between learners in groups and in which each learner is held accountable for his or her own learning and is motivated to increase the learning of others.
Compiling classroom research data

The classroom interaction researcher will have notes and/or have done partial transcriptions during data collection. Compiling the data for analysis will involve transcribing data from the tape recordings and interleaving notes and transcriptions made at the time of data collection. 
Analyzing classroom interaction data

In analyzing classroom interaction data, the following questions are investigated:

1. how is class talk time divided between teachers and learners?
2. What are some of the different language patterns used in teacher-learner interaction?

3. How self-aware are teachers of how they use language ion their interactions with their students?

4. What kinds of learning difficulties do different patterns of teacher talk make?

5. Can and will teachers recreate their teaching practices if it appears that better practices are available?

Q6: What are the criteria for good teaching?

1. Learners learn more effectively when given positive feedback (praise, approval) then negative feedback (criticism, disapproval)
2. Learners learn from hearing, reading, and interacting with well-formed examples of how L2 is used to communicate. Given ungrammatical or negative examples is not helpful in second language acquisition.
3. Giving learners time to think after a teacher's question (encouraging a longer 'teacher-wait time') is a good thing and will produce linger and more thoughtful learner responses. 

4. Real questions to learners will produce more interaction than phony questions to which the teacher already knows the answer

5. The more language interaction involving learner participation that goes on in the class, the better the opportunities for language learning.

Q6: What are the instruments that can be used in classroom observation research?

1. Diaries

2. Journals

3. Ethnographic records

4. Field notes

5. Interviews

6. Questionnaires

7. Checklists

8. Simulated classroom data

9. Protocol analysis

10. Action research

11. Stimulated recall

12. Case studies

13. Formal experiments

Corrective behaviors observed of teachers in class
The following table gives examples of teachers behaviors  while correcting students' mistakes 

Table (1)

	
	Example of teacher error correction
	Type of correction

	1
	 Don’t say go: say went.
	Negation

	2
	I went to the cinema.
	Repetition with change

	3
	 Yesterday, I …..
	Prompt

	4
	 Go is the present tense. You need the 

 past tense here.
	Explanation

	5
	What's the second word?
	Question

	6
	Students? (class gives answer)
	Transfer

	7
	 Mmmmm (disapproval)
	Disapprove

	8
	 Please repeat the sentence.
	Repeat (explicit)

	9
	What?
	Repeat (implicit)

	10
	Again. Where did you go?
	Altered question

	11
	 Really? Which film did you see?
	Ignore

	12
	 When you went to the cinema, 

did you have  a good time?
	Provide and expand


Q7: Mention some possible reasons that might justify current enthusiasm for classroom interaction research?

1. Universal experience
2. Importance of educational improvement

3. Unsettling findings

4. Uniqueness of second language classes

5. Further professionalization of teaching

6. Bridging the theory-practice gap

7. The durability of classroom patterns

8. Classrooms as ideal environments for the study of the talk

9. Homegrown natures of classroom research
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