Criticism 8th lecture

the defects that are there, and the attack. Was he answering the attack that poetry is a waste of time, mother of lies, and nurse of abuse? And he also mentions Plato and answers back Plato’s attack, why Plato banished poetry. He says Plato did not banish poetry because poetry was bad, but because the poet who wrote poetry made bad impression or bad effect on people. So, this is why he banished it. He was not against poetry and he proved that he himself was a poet. He made use of poetry in teaching philosophy. He was also the first one who introduced a new kind of poetry, he was the first who introduced criticism, and he was the first who write English novel; ‘The Arcadia’. But it was not a proper novel. It was not like the novel we know. It was mainly stories about chivalry and about adventure. But he wrote it for a purpose. His sister was sick, so he wanted to cheer her up. She was staying at home. So, he wrote something to keep her busy. So, he was very famous. He died very young at the age of 32. But during his short life time he was able to achieve a lot. He was not only a poet, a critic, or a novelist, but he was also a politician. He was a soldier and he died because of the wound that he had in war. So, he was very famous and he was one of the favorites of Queen Elizabeth and she liked his poetry and she liked him as a person; he was an ideal person. So, he was a good-looking person. He had good manners. He was well-behaved, well-educated, and coming from a good family. And when he died, it is said that all England was in his funeral. It shows that all the people closed their shops on that day and joining the funeral. All people were sad because of his death. So, he was very famous although he was young. Many poets die at an old age and they are not famous, but Sidney achieved fame at a very early age. This is just a quick historical background about Sidney. And of course we will take ‘The Apology’ in details and we have started the first part and we reached the part when he makes a comparison between the philosophy and history.
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