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 What is the meaning of Ballad?
· It is a very short narrative poem that narrates a story. 
** “Lucy Gray” is a poem that can be considered a song (Lyrical) and at the same time it is a ballad because it contains narration. The poet used the song form to make the poem light and easily received, understood and remembered by the reader.
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 The Lyrical Ballad:
· It is a form of writing poetry invented by the romantic poets William Wordsworth and Coleridge. It is a collection of poems that published in 1798. Then later, Wordsworth wrote a Preface as an answer to the critics who comment on this type of poetry and compared it to the Augustan poetry. 
Lucy Gray
By William Wordsworth


In “Lucy Gray”, we discussed nature and the influence of nature on Man. The life of this Man, who is the child Lucy Gray, was demolished by distort of adulthood. She was in great love with nature and she pasted nature and she was taken by nature. In spite of the fact that she went to her second life, her mental power and the influence of nature still drawing. 



The word death does not mention to emphasize the unity with nature. She went to the other life and disappeared but she was taken back to her goddess mother – nature. 


Lucy died very early (still was a child) while she was moving under the influence of nature. Nature here is notمهدمة demolishing power but it is a force that powers Man’s mind. The relation here is between nature as a landscape and Man. So, there is a physical relation between nature and Man; between Lucy and the snow. 


When Lucy lost and her parents come to look for her, they search for light. So, there is whiteness in the snow but there is darkness in her disappearance; there is an absence of light in her disappearance. There is a direct relation between man and nature. 


The idea of the relation between child and nature is always found in Wordsworth’s poems. Also, there is the idea of the influence of nature in the adult mental power of man with the work of imagination. 


While reading the poem for the second time, we emotionally move with the poem. We come to understand the position of Lucy and the influence of nature on her. Somehow, when we read it, we become part of the experience. 
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 What about the natural scene in the poem? What is the influence of the natural environment?
· The influence depends on the mood of the reader; everyone will see it different from the other. So, everyone will narrate the story in the way he experienced it. Everyone will try to memories the incidents of the story and some people will exclude incidents and some others will include incidents. The existence of the experiences in the memory of human minds is called by Wordsworth ‘Store of memories’. In this store, we collect all the experiences whether we enjoy it or not. These memories come back to us in the moments of tranquility. 


When Wordsworth comes to write, he uses his memories, emotions, the interval of time that has passed and imagination. So, imagination plays a big role while Wordsworth is putting down his experiences on papers. 


Even in “Lucy Gray”, when he was narrating the story, he says ‘I saw girl’. He used the past simple to show that he is gaining back an experience in the passed time from his store of memories. While he wrote, he relaxes and feels as if he is gaining the same experience.


In his poem “I Wander Lonely as a Cloud”, he was setting relax on a couch and remembering his experience of passing through the flowers. He started to remember the details of the experience. Some of these details are the real details of the scene while others are created by his imagination. It does not mean that not all what he say is true but he has a powerful imagination that create to add to the experience. This is only happened under the influence of nature. 


Wordsworth always describes the process of writing poetry as an emotional experience; as experiences that recollected spontaneously in tranquility. 
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 Wordsworth concept of poetry is that: “It is a spontaneous overflow of feelings (powerful emotions) recollected in tranquility”.



So, when these feelings or emotions recollected from the store of memories, it is recollected in tranquility. Tranquility is found in being solitude in nature and in the state when taking nature as a shelter. He wanted to let us understand how nature is able to force power in man’s mind together with imagination to come out with a second version of the same experience. The first experience come when the man is in the spot of the incident and the second experience come when it is collected to be written down and the third experience come when it is read. 
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 Tinton Abby is a natural place that was visited by Wordsworth and his sister twice and there is an interval of years between the two visits. In the first visit, Wordsworth was not in a good mood, it was not a good experience as he was existed. In the second experience, Wordsworth visited the place with his sister Dorothy. So, in the second experience, there were man, nature and the poet himself. So, the poem “Tinton Abby” is narrating and communicating Wordsworth’s own experience. The subtitle of this poem is “A Few Lines Composed above Tinton Abby”. 


About “Tinton Abby”, Wordsworth wrote saying, ‘No poem of mine was composed under circumstances nor pleasant for me to remember than this. I began it upon living Tinton Abby, after crossing the Wye River and concluded it just as I was entering Pistol in the evening not a line of it was altered and not any part of it written down until I reach Pistol (he collected his memories in tranquility during the journey and then wrote it down). It was published almost immediately after. 


So, Wordsworth wrote this poem through his imagination during his journey from the Wye to Pistol. He brought back the experience and his imagination worked to add and help him in developing, elevating the experience and thinking of the influence of this experience on his mind. Finally, he comes out with this excellent piece of work. He comes out with this interesting poem that is characterized by direct easy simple language and subject matter. 
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