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First Semester


Poetry
Third Year
·  Tintern Abbey by William Wordsworth:-
· The poem is a romantic poem written by William Wordsworth: it is about his happy visit to Wye Valley. He visited this valley twice; there was an interval of five years between the two visits.                  In this poem, he celebrates his happiness for this visit and he detects the changes that have happened to his mind and spirit under the influence of this place. This place is a landscape (nature). 

· In this poem, Wordsworth is narrating, detecting, or rather communicating to the reader, his own experience, in a very elevated way. The elevation is of his own thoughts and his own experience. This elevation is an outcome of his evaluation of nature.

· The poem was written in a real romantic style; the language is very easy. The structure of sentences is classical and direct structure, easily read and understood.

· The attitude of romanticists to nature is that (child is the father of man) it is the guardian of the soul of man. However, in Tintern Abbey, we find that step by step there is gradual development in logic, and in his attitude to nature. 
· He is communicating and describing to us his first visit and his feelings at that time. He visited the place when he was five years younger than writing the poem. He describes his youthful thoughtless feelings towards the place. Then, by the end of the same passage, he comes to the conclusion in which he is writing down his real attitude to nature; he is the worshiper of nature. 

· There are certain occasions under which the poem was written (personal and political situations). With regards to the personal situation, he was suffering from poverty, he was alone in the first visit and in the other he was with his sister, Dorothy. His sister Dorothy made a great change in his attitude or perception of nature. He started to perceive the beauty of nature with the influence of the presence of a human being. This is the human dimension of the visit of his sister. 
· In the second visit, it was his sister and her fiancée at that time (Coleridge). This caused him a political situation (a kind of perplexity), because Coleridge was suspected to be a French spy. These two situations had their influence on the poem.

· Now he is mature, he is older; he is with some pain. In the first time, he was free from any responsibility; he had juvenile happiness. In both situations there were different circumstances which encouraged certain ways of looking at things. Our expectations of people, events and places are different according to our own mood. Under such stress, Wordsworth looked at the place in a different way. 
· We shouldn’t neglect the effect of the first visit; the first visit had its influence, and when he came for the second visit it was an accumulated experience (it was added to the first one). The first visit has gone, but what is left is the memory of this place; it has gone to the store of memory. Memories are stored and brought back in moments of tranquility; recollection of memory in a tranquil mood.
· When you are writing about an experience you enjoyed, you recollect the experience. However, you cannot do that without enjoying peace of mind or being in a tranquil mood. The joyful experience is recalled, thus you bring it back and try to describe it. When you describe the experience as if it is happening again; feelings are heated up again. The memory is recalled as an experience, action, or place; we bring with it our feelings towards it, as well as our imagination in case of poets and writers. 
· Wordsworth brought back the experience with his feelings as part of it. Because he is a good poet, he starts to use his imagination; he recreates the experience. This is creativity; it is similar to giving birth with its contractions, and the coming and going of feelings then birth. 
· When we read the text, we have our own perceptions and understanding different from the writer. In the creation of this new experience, he wrote it with accumulated feelings of the previous one. There is detection by the poet himself of the growth of his own mind and spirit; the mental and spiritual growth of the poet. 
· We shouldn’t forget that imagination is a factor in creativity; he is recreating the experience out of his feelings towards it. The factors in his experience are nature, imagination and perception. We perceive things differently because there are levels of imagination according to each person. 
· From the middle of the poem, the following passage:
And now, with gleams of half-extinguished thought,
With many recognitions dim and faint,
And somewhat of a sad perplexity,
The picture of the mind revives again;
While here I stand, not only with the sense
Of present pleasure, but with pleasing thoughts
That in this moment there is life and food
For future years. And so I dare to hope,
· When he says ‘now’, he means the time when he is writing in the second visit. Timing in this poem is important, because it is the influence of nature under time. The passage of time can make great difference in our character; with maturity there is a new way of looking at things.  Our perception when looking at things differs from one time to the other. 
“And now, with gleams of half-extinguished thought”

· He wants to emphasize the influence of time on his perception when looking at nature. In (half extinguished), it is like a gleam of fire, he is expressing his feelings towards the place. His feelings were like a fire glowing. Now it is turned off (it is less); it does not have the same zest (power) or glowing of the first visit.
· This is because of the inner difference in his own personality; the changes that he has been through. The amount and power of feelings are less and not clear. In the first time, he was a young man and now he is more mature. The gleaming is half extinguished also due to the passage of time; things fade out. He still remembers the place and the feelings he has perceived in the first time, however, it is not with the full color of the first time, it is lessened. 
· It is the memory that gives him appetite for more food; this food is nothing but the beauty of nature.
“With many recognitions dim and faint”:

· There are many recognitions; recognition of the place, of his own feelings, of the influence that has been left on his own character. To recognize is not to know only, or to remember; you can detect something that cannot be seen but it is felt more or less. He is fully aware of the change that has happened to him from the first visit to the second one, to the extent that these memories are there but they are not that clear. They are there because they remain as they had their mark on his character; however, they are not there fully because of the passage of time. 
· His memories have the details of this place (the landscape), with many recognitions that are dim and faint. They are dim because they are not clear, and they are faint due to the passage of time. The sad perplexity is out of his personal and political experience. In the presence of the Wye Valley, he is enjoying the place, he is looking at the details of the place, but he cannot remember because of the passage of time, and because his mind is now busy with the problems that he has been through. 
“And somewhat of a sad perplexity”

·  This is his perplexity which means instability; not fully understanding something, and being under certain stress of different feelings. 

“The picture of the mind revives again”
· At first he was perplexed and the picture was not clear. The longer he is in the place, he starts remembering all the details; not only of the landscape but also of his own inner self. He remembers the place; which kind of rocks are there, which streams run there. However, what is more important is that he remembers his own feelings towards the place. The picture is not only of the landscape, it is also of the memory itself, which he has brought back; it includes his own feelings. Through this picture he communicates to the reader his own attitude to nature. 
· The picture is through the eye of the mind not the usual eye; it is stored vision. It is back to life with all the details; the colors, the shapes, as well as the feelings. 
“While here I stand, not only with the sense
Of present pleasure, but with pleasing thoughts”

· Here he is standing not with the happiness of the moment, but with the pleasure of the past. His feeling towards the place is not the outcome of the moment; it is the outcome of another experience. 
“That in this moment there is life and food
For future years. And so I dare to hope”

· This visit will be the food for the next visit; in the next visit his experience will be accumulated and intensified; it is emphasized and every time it is different from the other. He says ‘life’, because he uses this experience as another life, and ‘food’ because whenever he needs to elevate his feelings he brings it back from the store of memory to use it. One experience is the appetizer for the next. 
"Though changed, no doubt, from what I was when first

I came among these hills; when like a roe”
·  Now he is confessing change that has happened to his mind and spirit.  He is describing himself at that time like a ‘roe’ (the sheep of the mountains); it is strong, active, stubborn and jumping. At that time, he had the juvenile happiness that became part of the experience.  
I bounded o'er the mountains, by the sides

Of the deep rivers, and the lonely streams,

Wherever nature led: more like a man
· Here he speaks of the influence of nature on him and on the landscape or the geographical details of the place (the stream itself). He describes the vitality, and the interactivity of nature with the landscape. The streams are the thin running water going through rocky channels, but they have the power to change the place. The streams are lonely but every one of them is going in one direction; he thinks of his own life and his own experience having these changes under the influence or control of nature. Here nature is the guide. 
:more like a man

Flying from something that he dreads, than one

Who sought the thing he loved. For nature then

(The coarser pleasures of my boyish days,                                    And their glad animal movements all gone by)
· The first visit was not to have some fun in nature; it was only to escape from his problems and his fears (dreads). He was trying to escape to find refuge in nature, unaware of the full perception of nature as being a shelter or refuge. He escaped to nature not only because he loves nature, but also because he had fears. Later on, nature becomes a refuge. 
· As if he is writing his own diary, the language is simple like in prose.  In the first visit, it was the clear cut and sharp pleasure; he was naïve and not thoughtful. His pleasure was a juvenile one with very little worries. He wasn’t leading a very happy life, but at least he was enjoying life as a boy with no thoughts. Now all the boyish happiness is gone away. It is replaced by thoughtful serenity and seriousness towards nature. It is a kind of philosophical perception; a philosophical approach to nature. Now he is more logical and thoughtful while dealing with this experience. 
To me was all in all.--I cannot paint

What then I was. The sounding cataract
· Now the whole experience can be taken as one. In “I cannot”, the ego is very high in romantic poets; they cared for their own presence in the poem. Though Wordsworth was trying to describe the mystical part of his visit, he was not able to be absent all the time. Sometimes he cannot avoid showing his ego or presence; he tries to lessen or be modest. He lessens the expectations of the reader in “I cannot paint”. Due to the intensity of the experience he believes he is not good enough to paint or to communicate the full experience to the readers. He cares about the thoughts rather than the details. The details at that time were the sound of the water, the shape of the place, the mountains, the trees, and the colors. Now with the revival of the experience all the details have been revived, including the sound of falling water, the trees, and the shapes. They are important because they will be like the appetite for more experiences with nature. 
        Haunted me like a passion: the tall rock,

The mountain, and the deep and gloomy wood,

Their colours and their forms, were then to me                                                  An appetite; a feeling and a love
· He is being haunted with these details like a passion. Whenever he remembers these his appetite is open; he has the desire for more food for his memory, and this food is nothing but nature. It is the food that changes him and shapes his personality. It is the food that forms his mentality that sharpens and elevates his spirituality. 
an appetite; a feeling and a love,

That had no need of a remoter charm
· There is no need to go there to be haunted again. All that he needs is the tranquility of his own mind; it can be achieved under certain circumstances in his own mood when he is recollecting the memory. The remoter charm is now present in his own mind. 
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