Dr. Hessa
First Semester


Poetry (7)
Third year
William Wordsworth and his poem Tintern Abbey: 
[image: image1.png]


 What is the main issue of the Tintern Abbey?
- It is the influence of nature on the poet's mind and spirit
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 How does the poet manage to depict and to communicate this influence to the reader? How does he describe the memory of the first visit?
- It has been described as faint, half distinguished, half recognized, so the first experience is not fully recognized, it is half distinguished. 
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 How does he detect this influence and how does he communicate this to the reader? 
- He starts by speaking of the first visit, by giving flashing back. This memory is not fully recognized due to the passage of time and due to other things as he was young and the memory was not mature one. Then after that he says that gradually, the image, this memory revised, and started to grow, and this is the act of recollecting memories.
A student's presentation on William Wordsworth:
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 Wordsworth celebrates the human spirit and the magnificence of nature by using a simple language of the common man. 
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 He was affected by the French revolution in political way.
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 William Wordsworth is the romantic poet who must often be described as a nature writer. He always pays an attention to the physical environment around him. He is dealing with nature as a main factor in his mental maturity. He is dealing with nature but he his not dealing with the concretely of nature. He is not dealing with the landscape; His target is a more elevated issue that is nature having a kind of power to change man's life.  
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 He did not use a complicated language. He is realizing that the good poetry is the spontaneous overflow of powerful feeling. His rich form had directly and indirectly influenced the poets of the contemporary times and affected poetry over the last two hundred years.
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 William's revolutionary techniques in poetry contributed to the creation of poetic form known as prose poetry, blank verse. Through the prose poetry, he can use the ordinary language of man. He can communicate these elevated ideas and some classical approaches to some main issues in life in this simple language.
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 So, it is not the defect of simple language, the language of the ordinary man has no defect. It is a good medium to communicate highly elevated issues such as the supernatural elements of nature. 
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 Prose poetry is a relatively new poetic style that is difficult to define; indeed, "as both poem and prose, are neither poem nor prose," 
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 The prose poetry has an internal music; there is a certain musical arrangement within the line. It is not prose; it is poetry that is written in away to be that simple and direct as the spoken language.
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 Prose poetry is a prose with imagery, density, quickness, and freshness of language that are associated with poetry 
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 One example that Wordsworth contributed to the development of prose poetry is that his use of the long sentence.
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 By choosing not to rhyme in some of his works, Wordsworth gained greater syntactical freedom.
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 Wordsworth adds, modifies, and repeats to expand his sentences, and he does this because there is always something more to say. 
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 Wordsworth's repetitive use of the word 'and' in his poetry, as well as his longer sentence structure, is remarkably similar to prose in form.
[image: image17.png]


 Another innovation Wordsworth uses in his poetry is textual identity and by incorporating the "without and within", he "dialogizes a poetic version of himself." Within issue" is the issue of so many aspects around him going on creeping in to his life, into his mentality to result in this great change in his character as a person, and in his poetry as a work of art.
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 Wordsworth uses the narrator in his poetry to "direct and redirect" the reader's attention. In one of his poems, Wordswoth was speaking to the reader directly. He was saying to the reader," don’t expect a lot, what I am saying is that simple. So don’t expect something new to be told". So he has this open channel with his readers.
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 His use of language of ordinary speech was heavenly criticized. The criticism that was directed to his poetry resulted in his critical works as a defense for himself.
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 His theme talks about England and Scotland; in some of his political poems we will find the presence of England. Even in some of his poems that are away from politics, we can detect his interest in his own country
[image: image21.png]


[image: image22.png]


 Tintern Abbey is divided into two stages. The first stage speaks about the childhood experience with the natural beauty in which he cares about the landscape. The second stage represents his mature interest in the abstract beauty of nature.
The poem of Tintern Abbey: 
What then I was. The sounding cataract
Haunted me like a passion: the tall rock,
The mountain, and the deep and gloomy wood,
Their colors and their forms, were then to me
- Here, the poet is surveying the influence of visiting the place for the first time, and speaking of the memory as not fully clear. Gradually, it was revived in his mind. He is describing the landscape. He starts giving a concrete description, not because he is fond of the details of the place, but because he is interested in the influence. It helps the reader to have the same image in his mind. He wants to say the influence has been done by so many aspects of nature such as the sound of the running water, the colors of the trees and the shapes of the other objects like the mountains. 
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 Physically speaking, he was fully present there observing the influence and saving it. But He was not able to have a vision to recreate it. There is a physical awareness, there is concrete واقعي presence and the outcome is an image created in his mind developed into a vision. 
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 The vision is the accumulation of so many different visions, so many different influences creating our own way of looking at things. It is kept in the background of our minds. 
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 The condition of being able to recreate a vision is the physical presence of human being and the complete presence of the place, the mountains, the colures, and the soundings. Both of them work collaborated to create an image in his mind; then image with time, and because of maturity turns in to a vision. 
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 After having this image in his mind, he is just remembering and recollecting it under the condition of tranquility. The way he writes is nothing but a kind of translating, and converting in to reality what he critically says.
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 His own theory was applicable, so he is applying what he believes in. He believes that poetry is a recollection of memories and feelings. So the experience is there, and the only thing he does is to recollect these memories. What is really interesting about that is every time it is brought back, it is renewed, as his experience is increasing. In this poem his poems is no longer a concrete experience; it is the outcome of bringing back the abstract beauty of the place.  
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 In this passage, he is comparing between the two stages, the first stage was thoughtless feelings towards the place, while in the second stage he was able to recollect his feelings towards the place without revisiting it.  In this part of this passage he is communicating to the reader the changes that he has passed through. It is one of the stages of his maturity. 
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 We feel that he is writing his own biography. While writing, he is searching, touching, detecting, listening to the different music that goes inside him, developing and elevating him until he becomes to the apparent confession of his conception of nature.
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 He moves to more apparent treatment of the influence that he had received
An appetite; a feeling and a love,
That had no need of a remoter charm,
By thought supplied, nor any interest
Unborrowed from the eye. —  That time is past,
And all its aching joys are now no more,
And all its dizzy raptures. Not for this
Faint I, nor mourn nor murmur; other gifts
Have followed; for such loss, I would believe,
- The thoughts are not borrowed from the eye, as they are supplied by the memory. Here he applies what he believes in. How to put your life in poetry. Now he is finding an approach to humanity through nature. Nature's theme is valuable to all humanity, as it is the source of protection and love. So his interest in nature has changed from the thoughtless interest in the concrete beauty of nature into a more mature approach to nature dealing with human being. He is talking about the power of nature to change; to direct and to control, despite the fact that it is not harsh power.
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 Wordsworth was an atheist, but nature changed him spiritually, taught him the lesson of the possibility of recognizing the god in nature. In this passage, he says I don’t regret not being in nature anymore, because it is there within me. The new details of the landscape, mountains, colors, sounds, are no longer there but something more valuable have taken place inside him that compensates this loss.
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 Now he is looking at the importance of nature from a human angle. He is listening to the tragedy of man in nature. The music of nature is the sad music of humanity. Here is a reference to the abuse of nature by man through the industrial revolution which resulted in bad consequences on man himself. So speaking of the sad music of humanity is an apparent reference to the environmental issue of abusing nature by man.
Abundant recompense. For I have learned
To look on nature, not as in the hour
Of thoughtless youth; but hearing oftentimes

The still, sad music of humanity

Nor harsh nor grating, though of ample power
To chasten and subdue. And I have felt
A presence that disturbs me with the joy
Of elevated thoughts; a sense sublime
Of something far more deeply interfused,
- This presence of nature is not harsh, but it is powerful enough. It is a power that is going unnoticed, but it is capable of changing man. "Chasten" and subdue" means to follow and to put under control. "
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 This power that is able to change .It has settled within him to feel a powerful presence of something. He was an atheist, but he had Christian background. Here he is speaking according to his Christian background, now he is converting to recognize the presence of the God. This presence is the presence that he is carrying within himself; it is not the presence that he is receiving.
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 Now he is disturbed with all the things that are going within him to come to recognition, to a belief which disturbs him. To believe or not believe, to follow this light, to be under this power or not. So he is disturbed. This mental and spiritual influence that he is receiving from nature disturbs and changes him. It is a discovery, a light that he is receiving filling his soul and mind, and changing him into a different man, more mature, and a believer. 
Whose dwelling is the light of setting suns,
And the round ocean, and the living air,
And the blue sky, and in the mind of man;
A motion and a spirit, that impels
All thinking things, all objects of all thought,
And rolls through all things. Therefore am I still
A lover of the meadows and the woods,
And mountains; and of all that we behold
From this green earth; of all the mighty world
Of eye, and ear, —  both what they half create,
And what perceive; well pleased to recognize.
- He is thinking of all the creations, not only humans. Here he is underlining the change inside him. He is asking himself: Am I still the lover of the meadows and the trees? Am I this limited person? No he is elevated now from a lover to a believer, a believer in this power, not a lover of this beauty. He believes in the power that is the setting of all suns and all oceans.
- By "what both they have create" he means the vision, what is drawing our attention to this power is that it is the power to create within us a vision. The consequence of this poem is nature, time, and perception, receiving the influence of nature, the passage of time, and then the new conception he had out of this experience.
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 Discovering the mature influence, and then coming to anew discovery of a power that is to be God by the end of this passage  
\
In nature and the language of the sense,
The anchor of my purest thoughts, the nurse,
The guide, the guardian of my heart, and soul
Of all my moral being
- The influence of nature has been settled down .Now he is satisfied enjoying a belief that disturbed him in the middle, but eventually, he comes to a kind of settlement and satisfaction. The words "the nurse", "the guard" and "the guardian" express his own attitude towards nature. He is developing from having a concrete aspect of nature, a concrete aspect of human being, to come to this abstract philosophical ideas concerning nature. Without the power of imagination, he would not be able to come to this conclusion.
                               
End …[image: image36.png]
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