First Semester



Poetry (1)
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 Marks division: 

· 3 marks for finding additional sources
· 25 marks for the mid-term exam

· 10 marks for a quiz (at the end of the semester)

· 2 marks for participation in class
· 10 marks for open book exam (team work in class) + presentation.
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 Introduction to the early 20th century
The twentieth century literature was totally different from the Victorian in so many ways. It was an anti-Victorian reaction as it was different from the Victorian in style, ways, themes and attitudes. When we study the twentieth century, we have to keep in mind all what we studied about the Victorian, the Romantics and even the Augustan. 
All the literary heritage in the twentieth century is a redaction or rejection against what was written during the Victorian age and adaptation of what is written during the Romantic and Augustan age. 
The twentieth century begins with the emerging of imagery writing on poetry. The movement entitles imagism. It was the beginning of the modern poetry and modern themes. 
(1) Imagism was the first point in the modern age. It was a kind of enhancing the modern poetry. 
(2) Modern literature or the modern trend has been built on the rejection and acceptance of certain literary heritage including the Victorian, the Augustan and the Romantic. We cannot speak about modern literature without speaking about imagism, not new imagery but imagism with different approach. 
So, the age started with the imagist movement formed by a group of writers. This group was a literary club entitled ‘the evil power group’ and they used to have an extended party in Europe including England, France and part of Germany. 
**** So, we can come to find a good definition for Modern literature through get information about how it starts and through the rejection and acceptance of other literary trends and compare to previous literary heritage (the characteristics). 

· This new trend of writing and enthusiastic imagism and adapting a new way of writing was influenced by the First World War in 1914. So, a new group of poets started to publish a new way of writing and they were welcomed by the public which delay the development and the beginning of the modern literature or the new trend. For example, Wilfred Owen was a young soldier and a poet who experienced the war and wrote about the war, he is reliable by the public because he wrote from the battle field but his writing was classical and had a lot from the Victorian. He is classical which means he is not part of the new trend. So, this delayed the beginning and the development and the reception of the new literary trend. So, the current of the new modern literature was defeated because of the war. The beginning of the modern literature was a little bit slow because of the war and the people were attracted to classical writers and war poetry. The classical affected the beginning and development of the Modern literature. 

Next lectures, we will discuss in details:-

(1) Modern poetry and a reference to imagism movement. 
(2) The imagist as a group of writers who started to write at a certain features or characteristics. Their activity in the literary theme marked the beginning of the new literature which is the modernism. 
(3) The beginning of the modern movement marked with the emergence of the imagism writers.  
(4) The modernists had many points in common. They have rejected the Victorian and they received some features and qualities of the Neoclassical and the Romantic. We find a repetition of the classical way of writing as they repeated the revolutionary poetry written by William Wordsworth. 
(5) The imagists rejected some issues and accepted others. They choose the best practice in literature from the classical, the romantic and the Victorian.  
(6) They not only look at the classical works but also they get Japanese literature examples. They get different literature styles from many nations including Japanese to prove that literature can be written in different ways other than the official routine way they used to. 

(7) The appearance of the imagism movement and the imagists marked the new age and officially with the modern poetic language. So, their achievement was especially with the poetic language - the way and the style in which the language is used by the modern writers. For example: Hopkins experimented the poetic language, he experimented the relation between language, nature, sound and physical appearance of the beauty in nature. But this new blood or new trend that tried to rush on the literary scene was defeated because of the war.
(8) During the WWI (1914-1918) and after, were the period of creation and modeling the new literature. The themes of writing during this period were about the war and the soldiers as the war influenced the poetry. The poets’ writings developed as for example we found that the writing of a poet in the first year was different from third year.
(9) The trend of war poetry started with the beginning of the war and ends or received by Wordsworth that is why the current of Wordsworth delayed and postponed the beginning of modernism. 

(10) Read your book from Page 207 till the end of the book, it indicates a good introduction about the age. Also the maps and tables in the book are important to read. Also read the part in page 150 about Edward VIII which indicates the sequence of the important events. 
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