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Prose (1)
Third year 
Introduction

Prose, Novel and Fiction
· Prose: 

- We describe literature as prose when we consider the form and the language that is not rhythmic.
· Novel:

- It is a work of art which is written in prose and its content is fictional.

Or
- It is a long narrative in prose expressing the writer's views about life.
· Long to exclude short story.
· Narrative to exclude drama (that is performed on stage). 
· Prose to exclude poetry.
· Writer's views to exclude history, biography as well as autobiography.
· Fiction:

- When we consider the content of the novel, this is fiction. Fiction is something that is unrealistic, created and invented. 
Jane Eyre
A Victorian novel by Charlotte Bronte
· The Victorian age was characterized by industry (it was an age of machinery) and imperialism (إستعمار). There is a strong relation between industry and imperialism. England dominated so many countries of the world. It was called “The empire at whom which the sun never sets”. They invented machines, so they needed more raw materials from all over the world that is why they invade many countries. 

The effect of industry on the common people In England

- Inventing machinery decreased the number of workers, so most of the common people were unemployed and consequently hatred, crimes and immorality spread among people. Women sold their bodies to get money and feed their families. People lived like animals sharing houses and bathrooms.
A documented case in English history
(While England was the richest country)

- A woman died of starvation. She lived in a small room with her husband and her seventeen years old son. The room had no furniture except a broken chair. They covered her dead body with hay (قش) as they had no bed covers or bed sheets. 

- In some areas in England, many workers had no doors because they had nothing to be stolen. England at that time was like a rotten egg. 

The life of Charlotte Bronte
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 Charlotte Bronte was born in 1816. At the age of five, her mother Mrs. Bronte died out of cancer. When Mrs. Bronte was dying she was saying "oh my god, my poor children". At the age of 9, her two sisters Maria and Elizabeth died out of a chest disease at the same year. They get ill with this disease because they went to a common school that was wet and dirty. After her sisters’ death, Charlotte said that she always dream with her sisters and sometimes she saw them when she is awake and talk to them too. This shows why gothic element was an obvious and important element in Charlotte Bronte’s works of art.
[image: image2.png]


  Charlotte Bronte’s father was a very strict man. He sent Charlotte and her sisters to the Catholic Church where they taught them fear and horror telling them that they will go to hell. They used to say to them “if you don’t pray before sleeping, the devil will come and haunt you”. 
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  They went to clergy schools where they prepare the girls to be nuns. In such school, they shaved the girls’ heads and they become bold as a way to teach the girls how to deny their beauty. They were ordered not to see any kind of men and they lived only for religion. 
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 When their mother died, Mrs. Bronte's sister lived with them for a long time and she was like a mother substitute. The father proposed to Mrs. Brown, but she refused. When Charlotte reached was 32 years old, her brother died. Then her sister Ann died after her brother. The death of most of Charlotte’s family one after the other shows how people in England at that time were living in an environment of poverty and disease. 
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  Finally, Charlotte was married only for one year before she died in 1855 when she was 39 years old. 
Sir Angus Wilson's definition of literature
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 “Literature is the beautiful expression of the ugly and the beautiful”. Those writers, like Wilson and Charles Dickens, felt for the poor because they had very sensitive heart. Wilson mentioned the ugly before the beautiful because he felt all spiritual aspects of life.
The plot of Jane Eyre
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  Jane lived with her uncle Reed. Her uncle died, so Jane has to live with her uncle’s wife Mrs. Reed who was a bad woman.
[image: image8.png]


 Symbolism in objects and names 

The name of Mrs. Reed symbolizes her cruel nature. Reed means dried oboe that is no water or life on it. The water is the symbol of mercy, as when the grass is wet we can walk on it as it becomes soft, but when it is dried, it becomes hard. The same applies to Mrs. Reed as she is a woman of no mercy.
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 Mrs. Reed left Jane alone in the dark room where her uncle died. (The gothic element) 
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 Mrs. Reed has two daughters and one son. The three of them were terrible to Jane, and then they decided to send her to a school called ‘Lowood’. Her teacher’s name was called Mr. Brocklehurst.
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 Jane is a religious name as it is the name of a saint. Eyre means the high nest of the strong bird. This means that Jane Eyre is a strong character.

** Note: 

In the exam, one question will be on the characters and the other on the aspects of the novel.
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