Prose (7)
· Characterization in The Portrait Of  a Lady.
Definition: 

Characterization is the way the writer presents and develops his characters in a work of art. There are different methods to present characters in a work of art. These methods are: 
1-The way characters look like, or the physical aspects of characters. Usually in literature, Physical aspects have non-physical connotation. When you have a blind character or short-sighted person, this physical shortsightedness represents his inability to see things. This is physical, but it indicates something that is non-physical.
In literature, physical inability of the character represents its non-physical inability. 
A- In The Portrait of a Lady, The physical inability of the father and son is indicative of their non-physical inability to merge in the English society. They were mere spectators. Such people will die;  the father died, and the son is on his way to death.
· The significance of the name " Touchett" is that they don’t live real life, but they touch upon it.

· Ralph loved Isabel but he couldn’t marry her, because he is spiritually impaired ,not because he is physically impaired, because she wouldn’t mind that.

· The father said to his son, " We are two invalid ducks". Ducks swim, but they are invalid, so they can't swim in the sea of life. They can't walk into life; they don’t live actually because they can't swim in the sea of life.   
B- On the other hand, Isabel's beauty represents her self- confidence, her good character, her power,  and her ability to live.  
2- The way characters speak and what they say. In Pride and Prejudice, we notice that Mr. Collins, that little funny guy, when he bow to Mr. Bennet, he is so funny.  We know that he a funny person through his speech.  So we understand characters through the way they speak. He said, "My reasons for my marriage are : I think it is going to add to my happiness…".  Mr. Collins looked too little, because his wit is little also. There should be some kind of harmony between the form and the content.  In The Portrait Of  A Lady, Caspar Goodwood is marked for his inability to talk, in spite of the fact that he is rich, lord, and handsome. He is  the American friend of Isabel; he wanted to marry her, but he is marked for his inability to talk. He is a reluctant, laconic. Whereas Madam Merle is marked for her ability to talk. So we understand characters through their speech. 
3- The way other characters speak about them. We will view Madam Merle from Isabel's point of view. 
4- The way a reader watches characters act. The most active character in the novel is Madam Merle. In The Portrait of A lady, Madam Merle convinced Isabel of marrying Gilbert. So Madam Merle is a woman of action. 
5- How other characters react to a character's actions. Isabel Archer reacted strongly to Madam Merle's deception. Madam Merle deceived her and drew her into marrying Gilbert Osmond, the bad man. 
How people react to Madam Merle's action of convincing Isabel of marriage? 

Ralph has a reaction, he refused this marriage, but Isabel has the strongest reaction.
6- What novelist tells us directly about the characters. We know about Isabel and the Touchetts directly through the words of Henry James himself, when the  narrator introduced them to us.  
E.M. Forester is the most famous critic who spoke about characterization. He spoke about characterization in his book, Aspects of the Novel. He said that we can divide characters into flat and round characters:  
Flat characters are characters who live in the abstract; they touch upon life; they don't live actually. They don’t change. Mrs. Touchett is a flat character. 
Round characters: three-dimensional characters. These are the characters that change. The character that changed most in the novel is Isabel Archer. At the end of the novel, she is completely different from the innocent and inexperienced girl to the experienced woman who is married to Gilbert Osmond and who has the upper hand in their marriage. She acquired experience; now she has changed, which enabled her to have the upper hand in marriage with Gilbert Osmond. She is a round characters because she changed. 
Form another perspective, characters can be divided into foreground characters and background characters. Foreground characters are important for the novel's action like Isabel, like Madam Merle, and Gilbert Osmond. Whereas other characters are called background characters. These are the characters which complete the action; they are not important for the novel's action.      
The previous data is taken from an article called Henry James And The Idea of Evil. 
What is the difference between presenting a character and developing it? 
Presenting the character is introducing or portraying the character, but when the writer puts the character into action, he is developing it.  
Chapter 19 
Isabel and Madam Merle are innocence and experience. Isabel represents innocence, and Isabel represents experience.
Their manners were of the best, but in addition to this they

happened to please each other. It is perhaps too much to

say that they swore an eternal friendship, but tacitly at least

they called the future to witness.
Now we are going to understand how Isabel sees Madam Merle. So the narrator tells us about Madam Merle's character through the point of view of Isabel. 

Isabel had never encountered a more agreeable and interesting figure

than Madame Merle; she had never met a person having

less of that fault which is the principal obstacle to

friendship—the air of reproducing the more tiresome, the

stale, the too-familiar parts of one’s own character. The

gates of the girl’s confidence were opened wider than they

had ever been
Madam Merle is the most agreeable and interesting woman for Isabel. Isabel didn’t understand the character of Madam Merle, because she is an inexperienced girl. 
There was no doubt she had great merits—she was

charming, sympathetic, intelligent, cultivated. More than

this (for it had not been Isabel’s ill-fortune to go through

life without meeting in her own sex several persons of

whom no less could fairly be said), she was rare, superior

and preeminent. There are many amiable people in the

world, and Madam Merle was far from being vulgarly
From the point of view of Isabel, she was a charming, sympathetic, and intelligent. So far, we understand the character through the words of someone else. So we  says that Madam Merle, from Isabel's point of view is sympathetic, charming, intelligent. So the writer describes a character through the eyes of Isabel. 
She knew how to think—an accomplishment rare in women; and she had

thought to very good purpose. Of course, too, she knew

how to feel; Isabel couldn’t have spent a week with her

without being sure of that.
Henry James presented Isabel as an innocent girl. She won the battle against Madam Merle. It is true that Madam Merle trapped her into marrying Gilbert Osmond, but Isabel had the upper hand in this marriage. Isabel thought that Merle  was an accomplished woman. 
I may not count over all the links in the chain which

led Isabel to think of Madam Merle’s situation as

aristocratic—a view of it never expressed in any reference

made to it by that lady herself.
Isabel, because she was an inexperienced girl, thought that Madam Merle is  an aristocratic, because she had known great things and great people. The writer believes that innocence is stronger than experience, because it is true that the experience of Madam Merle trapped Isabel into marriage, but at the end of the novel we see Isabel as having the upper hand in this house. Because she could have eloped with Goodwood, but she said no, I'm going to go to this man, I'm going to show him how dishonest he is. She preferred to follow beauty. 
To be so cultivated and

civilized, so wise and so easy, and still make so light of it—

that was really to be a great lady. ,
She was a great lady from Isabel's point of view. She is an inexperienced innocent girl.  
That she was a brave musician we have

already perceived, and it was evidence of the fact that

when she seated herself at the piano, as she always did in

the evening, her listeners resigned themselves without a

murmur to losing the grace of her talk. Isabel, since she

had known her, felt ashamed of her own facility, which

she now looked upon as basely inferior;
Merle was so good at playing music that Isabel felt ashamed of her own playing. From Isabel's point of view, Madam Merle is the woman of the world.  
She was never idle, for when engaged in none of the ways I have

mentioned she was either reading (she appeared to Isabel

to read ‘everything important’), or walking out, or playing

patience with the cards, or talking with her fellow

inmates. And with all this she had always the social quality,

was never rudely absent and yet never too seated. She laid
Isabel sees that Merle was occupying herself with something useful. Isabel was so impressed by madam Merle. 
She was in short the most comfortable, profitable, amenable person to

live with. If for Isabel she had a fault it was that she was

not natural; by which the girl meant, not that she was

either affected or pretentious, since from these vulgar vices no woman could have been more exempt, but that her

nature had been too much overlaid by custom and her

angles too much rubbed away.
The point of view of the narrator and author are different from Isabel's point of view. Isabel saw that she is honest, she is sincere, she is knowledgeable, she is aristocratic, but we will see that she is a very bad woman later on. So there is a conflict between points of view in this work of art
Madam Merle had been a dweller

in many lands and had social ties in a dozen different

countries. ‘I don’t pretend to be educated,’ she would say,

‘but I think I know my Europe"
" My Europe " shows that she represents the European culture. James sees that the European culture is false such as Madam Merle who pretends to be rich and aristocratic. 
‘She is incapable of a mistake; she’s the most tactful woman I

know. It’s a favour to me that she stays; she’s putting off a

lot of visits at great houses,’ said Mrs. Touchett, who

never forgot that when she herself was in England her

social value sank two or three degrees in the scale. ‘She has

her pick of places; she’s not in want of a shelter.
A book :  Allen Water, The English novel.                                 End…[image: image1.png]










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































