Civilization
Fourth Year-First semester
The 3rd lecture:                                                                                                           د.لميا       
Last week we talked about Hastings. I told you why it is so important that we started with Hastings. I told you about the normanization of England. At the beginning, everything was kept as it was during Harold and Edward the Confessor. I told you why at the beginning he kept everything as it were because of the uprisings. I told you the uprisings started in 1067 until 1071. The uprising was epidemic; when it starts in one place, it will spread all over the country. The most resistant part of England to the Norman Conquest was in the north with its center as Yorkshire. They went to ultimate measures dealing with the Danish king. They paid him money to come and fight with them to clear England from the Normans. They went to that extent. William of Normandy talked to the Danish king and he bribed him also.  So, he left the English Island leaving behind him the north to William of Normandy to deal with. When he got in there, he slaughtered all the life stuff, burned down all the stores of poor leaving nothing behind him. After this, it was devastating. It was only then that the uprisings abated. The last uprising was in 1075. It was not powerful, it was not strong. Between 1071 and 1075, William of Normandy recognized that he needs to have some Englishmen to have them join his own army. So, it is uprising was investigated by Normans as well as Englishmen who are working for. He was called William the Conqueror after he smashes the northern part. Before 1071, he was called William of Normandy. After he crushed the north after 1071, they started to call him William the Conqueror because of what he did to the northern part and to the northern people. The last uprising against William the Conqueror was put down by soldiers, both Normans and Englishmen. It was 1071 when the strongest uprising took place in the northern part. He went there. He paid the Danish king to leave them/ to leave the island. He was not only fighting; it was burning down depriving them from all kind of food. He leaves nothing behind him. He deprived them from all food, therefore they did not think of another uprising against him. And the last uprising took place at 1075 and it was not that powerful and not that strong. He was very clever; he involved the English people/ he joined the English people to his army. So, the last uprising was investigated by Normans as well as Englishmen. As I told you He was crowned as the English king at Westminster. It was on the 22 of December because it indicates something about him. 
So, he was crowned and he became the king of England. The first thing he did, he needed to secure his boarders/ the boarders of England. So, he started to grant buffer states. He created Buffer states. He wanted to separate England from its traditional enemies, at the boarders with Scotland and in the west at the boarders with Wales. So, he created Buffer states to protect England from its traditional enemies who are inhabiting the same island; the Welsh and the Scots (Scottish). By the time, he put down the uprisings within England. Then he moved. He needed to address these two countries; Wales and Scotland.  He sent a military campaign over to Wales and they defeated its ruler; Prince Rhys. He was not interested in attacking Wales but he did so in order to secure his boarders. He established feudal relation with Prince Rhys. Feudal relation always involves two parties. One of them is superior to the other. So, the relation is vertical. So, he struck with him feudal relation agreement. According to the agreement, William the Conqueror will be the lord and the second person will be vassal, no matter how superior he is in his place. Right now he secured the borders. At least for two or three years, nobody would attack England from the western boarders. Right now he needed to address the enemy of northern Scotland. So, he sent another campaign to Scotland. Between England and Scotland there is a river called Tees (River Tees). Before getting to that river, the Scottish king whose name was King Malcolm saw that he would not be able to defeat William the Conqueror. Being very wise, he wanted to avoid another event that is similar to Hastings. So, he surrendered to William Conqueror. It is not out of love or out, but of fear of repeating the same event. He feared having another version of Hastings. So, before William the Conqueror gets into Scotland, King Malcolm of Scotland surrendered to him and again they agree on another feudal relation. William the Conqueror will be the lord and King Malcolm will be the vassal. King Malcolm gave William the Conqueror his son Prince Duncan as a hostage to grantee that the Scots not come down to south and attack England. So, Prince Duncan was kept as a hostage at the royal court of William the Conqueror and as a token of his peaceful intention. 
William the Conqueror maintained security for England. He normanized the upper class of the English society. He kept everybody in his own position. He kept prelates as well as the royalists as they were, but after the uprisings (1067-1071), he did not need to have all these people occupying these positions. And with this the normanization took place. This is a social change. All this class spoke French, not English. The peasants are only ones who were speaking English at that time. French was the language of the elite/ of the upper class and the English was the language of the peasants. So, he achieved security within and without. 
The feudal system: William created a feudal state that brought peace to England
The word feudal is coming from Latin (Feudum) which means estate. The word estate is French means fief and then it was introduced to England and became part of the English language. 
What are the features of the feudal system? 
1-The first feature is building castles. Before the Norman Conquest, there were no castles in England.
2- The second feature is having knights. 
William the Conqueror built a wide network of castles mostly all over the mid-land and the southern part of England; not the northern part because they were hostile. He needed these castles because they were strong protection for his counts/ for his noblemen/ for his leaders and their families from hostile native people. 
The second thing is that he needed a body of knights/ an army that is ready to fight at any moment. He needed a standing by body of army who is ready to fight at moment. 
The third thing is that the people who fought with him were expecting to be granted/ given pieces of land for their military services. 
These are the three reasons for security. The first two ones are urgent.  
When it comes to the land, it was implied rather than acknowledged in writing; it was known among the public that the king owns all the land though it was not written. There is no document that asserts that the king owns the land. He was driven by these three needs to establish to distribute/ to grant certain states. Because it is quite dangerous, the buffer zones are always the largest. They were given to the most trusty people like his half-brother Odo and people whom he interested. These were prominent people/ prominent leaders of his army.  He granted lot of lands to his own counts. (Counts) is a French word which means companion of the king. So, he distributed the baronies among his counts. These estates were given to his prominent leaders/ to his counts. Prominent leaders and counts were given the buffer zones because he trusted these people the most. Then he moves to the second rank; his counts who fought along with him; his leaders. They were called counts and their estates were called honors. Honors later were called baronies. 
When he grants his counts or his companions the land, it’s always symbolized in a public ceremony that involved the lord and the vassal. The counts are the vassals and the king is the lord. It is always in a public ceremony when the lord would extend his hand and the vassal would kneel and swear fealty and do homage. This is a practice that symbolizes the feudal relation. 
The vassal would expect his lord to aid him/ to protect him/ to do justice in his own court. In return, the lord would expect the vassal to protect him and to help him and to fight with him against the enemies. And there was something material apart of featly, apart from homage and apart from promising him to fight against the enemies. It is that the vassal would give his lord military services. Every count in his estate would recruit knights in his estates in order to prepare them to be given to the king. The baron or the count acts like a king with his own subjects that inhibits his own land. Count acts like a king in his barony. But in return, he would give his lord a number of knights to make up the army of the king. 
The count is a ruler in his own estate. Most of the baronies are huge estates. And they recruited Knights, trained them/ feed them/ give them wages and arm them. Every count has his standby army made of knights. By time, these baronies because they are huge in size, they are divided into small estates given to the knights.  
Vassals are called tenants المستأجرين. The divided each barony into small estates. Each state has its lord. These lords are tenants but they are called subtenants. This process of division is called subinfeudation. 
Let us see the conditions that organized the system and keep it in order. 
1-The tenant should give his lord military services and aid him and fight with him. If he deserted him in the battlefield, this is regarded as the blackest Treachery. It was called a felony. With this the lord could retrieve the estate. 
What would happen if the tenant dies? If he dies, he has an heir. If he has an heir, that would be fine; he could assume the rule.
2-The king should impose a sum of money called relief taken from the heir.  
3- If the heir is young, the king will be in charge till the heir becomes adult. 
4- If the heir is a girl, the king finds a husband for her to be tenants.  



William being outside England all the time, he met with his tenants-in-chief on three occasions. There are certain public ceremonies the tenants-in-chief were supposed to attend the royal court in three occasions:
1-Christman.  /  2-Easter day. / 3- Whitsuntide
In 
1-Westminster.
2-Winchester.
3-Gloucester.
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