Civilization

Fourth Year-First semester

The 7th lecture:                                                                                                           د.لميا       
1-people who fought.
As we said, we have two kinds of knights; the knights who fought and the knights who started to own states. Among the knights, there are classes. The highest class is called hauberk. Those knights were not exempted from the military service and they were ready to the response of the king whenever he calls them and he exempted them from paying the danegeld/ the taxes. 

War:  

1-real
2-mock:  it is through jousting.

2-People who labored:

1-We have those who held land in Serjeanty. Actually, they serve the lord. They are standard bearer. The feudal system states the existence of certain people. The lord does not pay in cash, but instead he offers land for his subs to have a standard bearer. And in the feudal system there are esquires; the people who hold the arms of the lord. Besides, there are butlers and ushers. They are offered lands in their manor house for the service with the lord. All of these people are belonging to the feudal system of the society. A standard bearer, esquires, butlers and ushers, all these are positions; they are hereditary position. 

2-Peasants: 

1-villeins: legally unfree.

2-Sokemen= free/ they do certain services to the lord who gives them a piece of land. They hold land in socage and in return they give the lord agricultural services. They work for 3 to 4 days a week in the lord’s demesne and call it a week work. And in certain season like winter ploughing and spring sowing, they need continuant work and they call it boon work. By the end of the 12th century, it was accepted by the lords to take money instead of the agricultural services. From the 12th century, the economy was capitalistic based on manufacturing wool or trading it. 

And we have townsmen who are the burgesses. 


We are not going to talk about the third social class; people who prayed because we talked about them we talked about chapters of the church when we talked about the Diocesan system and the archbishops and the bishops. 

We talked about people who fought. We talked about knights and we talked about the knights who were exempted from the military service in return of paying shield levy. There is certain class of knights who are not exempted. Among the knights there are classes, the highest class is called hauberk. These knights were not exempted from the army. They were ready to respond whenever the king calls. The king exempted them from paying the taxes. To give them a kind of privilege, the king exempted them from paying the danegeld. We said that every single subject should pay to the king of England.  

And we talked about the people who labored. We started with people who held land in Serjeanty. We took a descending order. We started with people who held lands in Serjeanty. And we talked about the standard bearer and about the esquires. And we talked about butlers and ushers. They belong to the feudal system. Holding land in Serjeanty is a position. It is always hereditary.  We talked about the burgesses. 

Let us talk about the burgesses:

“Burgesses” means townsmen.  They are mostly tradesmen or craftsmen. When we talk about trade, we need to understand the economy of England. The second half of the 12th century ceased to be rural/ ceased to rely on agriculture. Ever since the middle of the 12th century, English economy cannot be described as rural; it was described as commercial. We need to talk about commerce. We need to talk about commodity. When we talk about capitalistic economy, it depends on commodity according to offer and demand. Ever since the 12th century, they had strong economy that based on capitalistic commerce. Their commodity was wool. They were centers in England, especially, in the eastern part of England. They became great centers for wool, textile and industry worldwide. Even the English wool became is known by the town of its manufacturing. By the 12th century, the eastern part of England has become a great center of marketing wool and its industry. Mainly, it exports from the ports in the south. Let us talk a little bit about the industry of wool.  The industry of wool is a process that goes through many stages. Every stage has its own people. Within the industry of wool, we have:

1-cumbers. 

2-spinners.

3-dyers.

4-weavers

5-fullers

In the eastern part of England, almost they have their own weaving machine, especially farmers/ rural people. Ever since the 12th century, there was the concept of labor division. Every single group would specialize in one stage. They were dedicated to this stage. After they finish it, they commodity would move to another group. 

After weaving the threads, it is turned them into textile. The highest wages would go to the dyers because most of the materials they use are imported outside England. The dyers are the most expensive among all the peoples who are involved in the wool industry because their materials are imported outside England. The weavers and the fullers are Flemings. The northern part of Belgium they speak Flemish. The people there up north are Flemings. And the people in the south mostly are of French origin; they speak French. So, in Belgium, there are two languages; the Flemish language and the French. 

The Flemings during that time they have their own distinguished communities within England. They would speak their own language and they would have their own culture.  So, the wavers and the fullers mostly are Flemings. They initiated gilds (guild). ‘Gilds’ means societies. They initiated gilds to maintain the prices of the wool high and to regulate the trade of wool. Most of the merchants/ tradesmen who are involved in the world trade exporting the wool outside were not English men. They were Italians from Italy or from the Rhineland (Germany) and from lowland; Belgium and Holland. 

Let us talk about London. It was a great city during the 12th century. It was a cathedral city. The cathedral that is in London is St. Paul. And it has 13 dioceses. It consists of 126 parish church in England. During the 12th century, there was a river side restaurants. It has many markets. The most famous is a market for horse dealers. As far as the 12th century, people of London enjoyed a certain level of privilege that they had the right to choose their own Sherriff. Within the 12th century, we called talk about a mayor of London. So, they have the right to elect their own mayor and his aldermen; officials who come next to the mayor. And England was divided into wards and every alderman is responsible for one. Every ward is under the authority of an alderman. 

The majority of the English society was made of peasants until the 18th century. The peasants have become townsmen. They were involved in manufacturing. Poetry in England is associated with the countryside where the manor house, duchess, and duke. And the novel is associated with the city. The novel is a very late genre. And the minorities are the aristocrats; the king and his noblemen. 

The peasants could raise socially either through education or through the church. They might ascend the social ladder and become bishop or archbishop, but still it remains a rare opportunity for them. Mostly, the peasants are socially speaking called serfs. Legally they are serfs. They serve the lord of the manor. Within the feudal system we have manorial system. The over lord lives in that manor house. The manor house is the house of the baron in the countryside. 

It is a replica of the feudal system. We have the baron; the lord of the manor and people who serve him would get small pieces of lands/ demesne (the cultivated land of the lord). Military speaking, they are inferior to knights. And socially speaking they are inferior to lord because they are not military. So, for their agricultural services to the lord of the manor, they would get a small piece of land. 

During the 12th century, it was relatively a peaceful era when the population of England increased/ multiplied. The peasant would work for 3 to 4 days in the demesne of the lord and the rest of the time would be dedicated to his own land. This is called the week work. This is throughout the year except for certain times when the work becomes a bit harder. These times are during winter ploughing, winter sowing and the haymaking in spring.  This is called boon work because it is harder one.  Because the population multiplied due the improvement of all states of life, so the peasants would send his son to work at the demesne and he would be busy working in his own land. By the end of the 12th century, the lord of the manor would accept some money instead of the agricultural service.  

