Criticism
Fourth Year-Fist semester
The 6th lecture:                                                                                       د.نجلاء      
The function of tradition:
What is the function of tradition according to Eliot?
The standards and rules are taken from the masterpieces. Readers and critics will judge him according to these rules. 
The masterpieces at their time might not be so at the new age. That’s why criticism is not to say which is good or which is bad. Only during a period of time and within a specific schools that there is a person who excels among his companions. 
Criticism is to analyse. 
Masterpieces remain so.
What is the importance of tradition? Guiding the writer to choose a certain way or come up with a new one. But, he will be judged by high standards. 
The tools in getting a new work are comparing and contrasting the new work with the tradition. Any work of art that was written in its present will be compared and contrasted to the past one (the preceding one and very old one). 
The measure is compare and contrast. If the writer is not following the standards, the critic should not say that he is a bad writer. He might be sitting new standards. But, if he was forgotten so he was not worthy. 
The use of the standards is to analyse; if they are found or not and how they were portrayed. (Analysis is the key word of criticism.)
Through analysis, differences are depicted. The relation between tradition and individuality is reciprocal; it gives and takes.
The writer develops the past but never improves it.
The canon is that forms the traditions. Tradition does not stop. We keep adding to it, keeping it alive by adding to the old masterpieces. (reciprocal at that time)
The talent of the writer will relate to the old work making it alive and add to it and develop it. The relation is dynamic between the talent and tradition. 
The writer has to go to tradition to know as much as he can. He has to be aware of all kinds of writing and of all the masterpieces. The poet must not follow the masterpieces but should be aware of them.  The writer should know that he is not improving but developing. The information and material are from the masterpieces, and he builds upon them.
The mind changes by adding new knowledge which is a development not improvement because he improves parts and destroys others, so it is development only.
How does the present give back to the past? By keeping it alive.
If there is no new masterpiece, the old ones will die. What keeps the tradition alive is the new. If the past was not there, the new would be alive.
Keeping on reading as much as it is possible of the past to be still alive. If the writer keeps on reading the past, he is someday himself to be tradition. To be a good writer, he should distinguish himself. 
He gains his information through learning and reading at least the masterpieces. Even other small writers are beautiful as the bigger. But, first read the best then the small and you can compare and contrast. The writer must sacrifice himself by surrendering to traditions.
(Art is close to science.) the two gases will not mix and produce another without platinum. It never changes but helps them to mix. Tradition is like the metal. The container is the mind full of knowledge and information. To produce a new masterpiece, tradition is the model. After producing it, tradition never changes.
*It is the poetic process.>>>process of producing a poem. He takes from his storage the information. 
The writer perfects his work by separating himself from the experience. The example in Keate’s ‘The Nightingale’ might be the author’s or someone else’s. The experience was immortalized.  Maybe the poet has an experience but never wrote about it, so it died with him. The experience in a work of art is immortalized it was something he wrote about; he took the knowledge in his mind and organized it to come up with this new experience. The mind of the poet is like a catalyst. The writer does an organization and Arnold said combination rather than inspiration.
Eliot rejects words idle of poetry.
The express of emotions that you think of so escape personality. 
The moment of writing is very special to the writer.
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