Civilization
Fourth Year-First semester
The 8th lecture:                                                                                                            د.لميا
In the last lectures we talked about the anarchy. We talked about Henry II. After the death of Stephen, Henry II took over. What did he do? All what he did was further institutionalizing England. How did he partake to this process/ to contribute to the development of England as a state?  He maintained duplicate copy of every writ that has been issued. And we talked about the documentation and the document; to document everything all the transactions in the government would be documented. Every issue writ by the government should have a duplicate copy maintained at Westminster. The English royals helped land in France on bases of feudal relations. They were vessels to the French king. During the reign of Henry II, the French king wanted to claim back the lands/ Normandy/ all the lands that were under the control of the English kings and their barons. So, he sent military campaigns in order to claim them back and take them back under his control. But those they did not surrender easily so the fighting started. France during medieval era was far more populous/ far more advanced. They could not compete with France. So, Henry II died in the middle of a defeat. He was defeated in a fight. He was followed by his son; Richard Lionheart.  The memory of Richard Lionheart is not glorious as William the Conqueror or Henry I. He spent the first half of his life in the fourth crusade. He spent the first half of his life in Jerusalem fighting as crusader. On his way back to England near Vienna, he was taken as a captive for ransom. They need to collect the ransom. So, his minister imposed taxation on the Magnates to collect his ransom to free the king. And of course they paid. By the time he came back, he became the king. He was known for his financial corruption. The moment he set foot on the island, he started to sell Sheriffdom to those who have money. And the historians say he would have sold London if there was a bidder. After that he left to France to fight the French king to defend his inheritance; Anjou and Normandy. He died there in France in 1199. His brother; John, succeeded him. He came up with overambitious with plans for war because they were preoccupied by Normandy and Anjou. The moment he ascended the throne, he came up with overambitious. The barons lost their owners in Normandy and Anjou. There is a serious reduction in their revenue. So, he imposes taxation in order to finance a military campaign. He was encouraging them to march to Normandy. But the barons instead of marching to Normandy, they marched to London. They were full with anger and resentment. Their marching to London marked the first constitutional crisis ever in London. This happened in 1214. So, instead of marching to Normandy, they marched to London. And they forced the king to issue the Magna Carta according to which the king would hand in the day-to-day affairs to the magnet. This is in Latin but in English it is called Great Charter. According to the Magna Carta, the monarch has no right to levy/ impose taxation on his subject without their approval/ their consent/ their agreement. And they appointed a council of 25 persons, mostly Magnates and royal officials to overlook the execution of the Magna Carta. For the first time, they forced the king to issue the Magna Carta. Magna Carta is the first institutional document and it was issued in England 1215. The Magna Carta defined the relation of the monarch to his subjects. For the first time, the relation between the monarch and his subjects is defined. He has no right to impose taxation on us without our consent. The monarch was forced to agree on it. Nothing saved England from a civil war but the death of the monarch in 1216 leaving behind his an eight-year old son. And he was under minority. He was Henry III. Who reigned England when he was under minority? Running day-to-day affairs of England was assigned to a council. They formed the council which would run the affair of England while the king was under minority. This council saw it is very wise and for the better of England to consult others from time to time. This consultation would take place three to four times a year. Decision making was not individual; it was done connectively. By the time, Henry III reached the adulthood and came to the end of his minority and he claimed his right. He wanted to rule England as his ancestors did. So, he wanted to rule England by himself. And the magnates have the right for a remarkable share in the decision making; they wanted to share him in the decision making. And dangerously the atmosphere in England has become tense. When we talked about the magnets, we talked about the prelates who belong to the church and the lay. So, we have lay magnates and prelates. Both prelates and lay magnates joined each other. And the king still held his court. And some of the magnates would attend the royal court and they would give a counsel, but the king would not take it. Therefore, the tension occurred and took place. Whom he did ally himself with the monarch? The papacy. He allied himself with the papacy. And he collaborated with the papacy to waste money from the English church. Since he allied himself with the papacy and they work to waste money from the church, so the church took the side of the magnates. In few years the Pope granted the eldest son of Henry III; Edmund, the Sicilian crown. So, Henry III wanted a military campaign to send it over to Sicily because it has been granted to him by the Pope to his eldest son. The magnates are seething with anger. Again instead of marching to London, the magnates talked together and they held two parliaments. Upon his call to them to go and to fight in Sicily, they held two single parliaments in 1258. After the two parliaments, the provision of Oxford was issued. According to this provision, the king was forced to surrender to a reform program.  According to this provision, the king again would hand in the day-to-day affairs to a council of 15. They assigned a council of 15 to run the affairs of England. They assigned a parliament of twelve persons (all of them are from the magnates) to supervise and to control the work of the council of 15. They are leaving nothing to chance. According to this, the day-to-day affairs have been handed down from the monarch to this council of 15. And the second thing is that sheriffs should be appointed for one single year and they should be paid money/ salary. Sheriffs are to be appointed and paid salary for one year. No government orders whatever to be issued without their approval. So, the king cannot take any decision without the approval of the magnates. The decision would be unanimous; the magnates with the monarch.
The origin of the word parliament: ‘parliament’ is a medieval French word. You would not find it in the standard French language. It was a slang word in the French language which means any kind of discussion. It has no political connotation whatsoever.  
The English parliament as far as the 13th and the 12th century, there was a parliament but it was a royal court. We talked about the popular court and about the royal courts in 1240. Any judge in the popular court who finds difficulty in solving any kind of cases would just raise it to Curia Regis. So, at the beginning, it was a royal court and even it was an administrative device. So, it was a royal court/ it was an administrative device as well as a political assembly.  It was the three of these things together. We have inter departmental function of whatever we call, whether political assembly, royal court, or administrative device. The contemporaries in the 12th century and the 13th century used to call these discussions as parliament. By the14th century, the English parliament ceased to be judicial/ ceased to be a royal court and became administrative and political.  By the14th century, the English parliament ceased to judicial dimension/ legal dimension. They stopped seeing difficult cases within the royal court. So, it has become only administrative and political. In spite of clashes between the king and the barons, the normal and essential condition of political life was collaboration between them and from time to time, they met in council for discussions which were also designated as parliament. The 13th century was an age of clarity. It witnessed a progress from bigness to political clarity. Despite the conflict between them, they would meet at the royal council and they would discuss things despite their differences. Let us move and see what happens next. 
Right now, we have tension. When the relation between the monarch and the magnates is not alright, we talk about political tension. When the relation between the monarch and his magnates is harmonious, we talk about stability and peace. But now the atmosphere is tension ridden. During his time, when the barons moved to Normandy, this was the first step concerning the baronial opposition. After issuing the provision of Oxford, there occurred a great division within the opposition/ within the magnates between the younger ones and the older ones. They were divided into two parts/ two division; the old ones and the young ones. What was the cause of their conflict? Soon after the issuing of the provision of Oxford, a great division took place within the magnates/ within this opposition dividing it into the younger ones and the older ones. The younger ones were real reformers. They wanted to extent the reform to include the barons and their honors. They wanted to improve the situation of the tenants and to lessen the abuses of these barons; the feudal abuses. They wanted to control the feudal abuses that are committed at the hands of the barons/ of the magnates. So, the younger generation wants to extent the reform to include the barons and their honors and to improve the status of their tenants to lessen the feudal abuses. In 1259, another provision was issued and it is the provision of Westminster. It addresses the abuses committed by the barons to limit their privileges to improve the situation of the tenants of the barons on their baronial land. The feudal world has started to disappear gradually. The old ones (the barons who rejected this) were called conservatives. And the other ones were called radicals. 
So, there is a division within the body of the barons between the younger ones who wanted to extend the reform to include the barons/ their privileges and to lessen the feudal abuses and to improve the status of the tenants. The king issued the provision of Oxford which limits the privileges and rights of the barons and lessens their feudal rights. Soon, the monarch took the side of the conservatives. The other side are the radicals. The radicals are led by a French person called Simon de Montfort. He is the brother-in-law of Henry III. 
Soon this tension grew into a civil war. The two parties confronted each other at the battle of Lewes in 1264 where the radicals shattered the conservatives. They won over the other side/ over the conservatives. After winning the battle of Lewes, Simon de Montfort summoned knights from shires and representatives from towns to come to London and to make with them a parliament. While doing this, he committed a fatal mistake that he ignored the king and prominent barons of England. Again they prepared a military campaign. They confronted each other at the battle of Evesham in 1265 where the radicals are defeated and Simon de Montfort himself was killed. Extremism is not good. 
In 1272, Edward I followed his father; Henry III. He was a reformer in spirit. He was the ally of Simon de Montfort. He wanted to extend/ to go on in the process of reform. But before going on in the process of the reform, he needed to stabilize the situation, although right now the character of the monarch has become clear at his hand by defining his rights and his duties and by preserving his status as the head of state. At the same time, he restored to the barons their due respect and their due rights. He affected the harmonious relationship between the monarch and his subjects. Whenever you have this harmony, there is time for peace, stability and for progress. So, Edward I reserved the king and his rights/ his image as a head of the state. At the same time, he gave back to the barons their right and their privileges. Doing this, he established a harmonious relation between the magnates; barons, and Edward I. 
Being a reformer, he started to address the corruption in the state. He assigned many enquiries to go and investigate. He held many enquiries to investigate the corruption in England. He tried his best to achieve a level of rectitude, a level of honesty and a level of efficiency. He was designated as the greatest legislator ever in the medieval era among the English monarchs. He deposed his own exchequer for corruption and punished him. A lot of the officials and royal servants were put on trial for corruption.  Soon the wars in Wales, in Scotland and in Flanders broke out. Again they want to prepare military campaign and this need money; it is costly. Again England came again into chaos. When he died, he was in debt to Italian bankers/ to royal courtiers/ to magnates/ to everybody. He was in debt and the royal treasury was empty. He was followed by Edward II in 1307. Edward II’s personality was a misfit as a monarch. He was not interested in politics in running affairs of England in improving them. Rather he gave himself to certain hobbies that do not fit the monarchs/ that do not have anything of the monarchy as carpentry, thatching and rowing. Then the barons decided to overthrow him led by Earl of Lancaster; he is the cousin of the king. 
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