When we two parted 
By  : Byron 

POEM’S COMMENTARY
 
This paper is going to be focused on the analysis of the poem “When we two parted” whose author is Lord Byron. The title suggests that somebody says goodbye to his / her couple. Maybe it can be a sentimental goodbye or somebody has died.
In general, Lord Byron expresses a man’s suffering who has been deserted and unfaithfulled by a woman.
   
There are two themes; the strong feeling that surround us which is love, (i.e: in the first stanza, in the third verse, “Half broken-hearted”, or “Why wert thou so dear?” in the third stanza, fourth verse, “That thy heart could forget” in the fourth stanza, third verse). Also a big betrayal based on a deceit, (i.e: in the second stanza, fifth verse “Thy vows are all broken” or “Thy spirit deceive” fourth stanza, fourth verse. In fact, there is a previous theme that is the regret caused by the themes mentioned before. This theme is showed during the poem: tears, sorrow (first stanza, second and eight verse), shudder, rue ( third stanza, third and seventh verse), “Too deeply to tell”, (third stanza, eigth verse); “I grieve”, tears (fourth stanza, second and eight verse).
 
The meaning isn’t so clear because it is very complex in its contents, there are several interpretations and it doesn’t especify none of them. 
The poem is written in the first person: i.e. “we and our” (1st and 4th stanza),“I” and “me”( 2nd, 3rd , 4th stanza), but Byron is writing it as if he was speaking to someone, i.e “thee and thou” (3rd and 4th stanza).
 
The poem’s tone is very gloomy because it refers always to a strong regret, the poet feels sad and repentance, in fact the mood is very dramatic. The poem is structured in four stanzas of eight verses each one. The poem’ structure is the following; a-b-a-b-c-d-c-d, e-f-e-f-g-h-g-h … I think that the poem is an octave.
 
Inside the poem we can observe several images that help us to imagine the different situations which Byron transmit to us, i.e; “Pale grew thy cheek and cold”( 1st stanza), with that, Byron show us the goodbye’s indifference. Also he uses metaphors to express the feelings, i.e. “Half broken-hearted”    
“Colder thy kiss”(1st stanza), “And light is thy fame”( 2nd stanza), “Thy spirit deceive” (4th stanza) ...
 
My personal response about the poem is a sad impression due to the dramatic vocabulary and the way is the situation described. Really although the author knows that the poem is not to be read by a receiver, he is able to confide by writing in a paper how he feels. Personally, I think that this poem is full of sentimentality and helps you to reflect about your own experiences in life.  


The Poem When We Two Parted by Lord Byron - Example of Teen Poetry
Poetry written with a Teen theme such as the poem When We Two Parted by Lord Byron is piece of literature written by the poet in meter or verse expressing various emotions which are expressed by the use of variety of techniques including metaphors, similes and onomatopoeia. The emphasis on the aesthetics of language and the use of techniques such as repetition, meter and rhyme are what are commonly used to distinguish Teen poetry from Teen prose. Poems often make heavy use of imagery and word association to quickly convey emotions. A famous example of Teen poetry is the poem When We Two Parted by Lord Byron.
The Poem When We Two Parted by Lord Byron - Example of Structure of Teen Poetry
The structure used in a Teen poem varies with different types of poetry and can be seen in the above example of the poem When We Two Parted by Lord Byron. The structural elements might include the line, couplet, strophe and stanza. Poets and Teen Poetry combine the use of language and a specific structure to create an imaginative and expressive poem such as When We Two Parted by Lord Byron. The structure used in Teen Poetry types are also used when considering the visual effect of a finished poem. 

Summary of Lord Byron’s “When We Two Parted”


When We Two parted is a typical example of a short poem of Lord Byron. The poem is divided into 4 stanzas, each with 8 lines. as The poem opens, the narrator describes his separation from the person the poem is directed to. Given Byron’s lifestyle, and the biographical notes on this poem, it can be assumed that this poem was directed to one of Byron’s short lived romantic partners, in this case, Lady Frances Webster. He describes how bitter the separation was, how long it lasted, and how the separation affected his perception of her. In the second stanza, the narrator moves to a more abstract image: he describes how his cold environment affected him and foretold the coldness of his heart. Near the end of this stanza, the narrator says “I hear thy name spoken / And share in its shame.” The American heritage dictionary defines shame as a feeling of “guilt, embarrassment, unworthiness, or disgrace.” Without delving entirely into the extra textual information surrounding this poem, the reader can assume the narrator calls her name “shamed” and shares that emotion because of their romantic involvement. Next he poet describes how her name is like the ring of a bell, a knell, to him, and that each time her hears her name he shudders and wonders how she became so dear to him. The narrator describes how those who “knew thee too well”, do not know that Byron knew her. His regret for having become involved with her is too deep for him to express. Finally, the poet describes how during their relationship they met in secret and alone, and now, in grief, he is also alone and silent. He mourns that her heart turned from him while he still loved her and concludes by saying that he has been so hurt that if he were to ever meet her again, he would not greet her fondly, but would greet her with “silence and tears”. 


The power of this poem comes from multiple sources. Part of it is the punch-iness of the lines with their two accented syllables each. They rock you along through the poem, and yet they sometimes pack a wallop as they go. Part of the poem's power is Byron's use of the first person. It lends credibility to the words of the poem, which is highly personal not just because of the use of first person, but also because of the grief, anger, despair and resentment in the words of the poem.

And a large part of this poem's power is that ends on a sadder note than it began. Contrary to common belief, time has not healed the speaker's wound. In the first stanza, he's been rejected by a lover; the lover went on to a life of infamy, and his knowledge that he was once associated with the lover is a constant source of shame; while the lover's name is bandied about (one infers with some derision), the speaker reassesses the level of his affection ("Why wert thou so dear?"), and it seems that he harbored feelings over the years; and then the final stanza, which is killer, as he reflects on their past trysts and his continued resentment over what he now views as a betrayal, and considers the possibility of meeting her again.

I should note that this poem is often read as meaning that a prior secret lover has made a public fool of him- or herself, and is now being gossiped about in society. Friends discuss it openly in front of the speaker, not knowing of his past relationship, and it reopens all the wounds of the original separation. I should also note that I read this poem slightly differently, based on all the verbal cues that have to do with death, as meaning that the ex-lover is now dead, and is nevertheless the object of society's ridicule as a result of a misspent life, and that the far-distant future meeting is in the afterlife. It's supportable on the face of the poem, but isn't, I believe, the traditional take on it. And that's the beauty of poems— they are subject to individual interpretation

When we two parted as Romantic poem : 
Byron was a romantic poet, his writings develops a Romantic style as distinctive and as influential as Wordsworth’s works, one of the most representative romantic writers. Byron’s romantic subjectivity defines itself in spectacular terms, this subjectivity has been criticized as too theatrical  by John Keats. But for other poets like Baudelaire, that theatrical style defined Byron’s greatness as a lyric poet.
“When we two parted” is a poem of heart broken, expressing strong feelings in a simple but full of meaning vocabulary
This poem is about the love, first, and later the hate a man feels towards who was his beloved because she left him. It’s a very typical Romantic poem, typical of a Romantic writer like Lord Byron, who expresses his feelings of love, a typical issue of Romanticism.
 
With respect to the structure of the poem, When we two parted contains four stanzas of eight verses each one. There are, also, four kinds of rhyme in each stanza. In the first four verses of each stanza, odd verses have a rhyme, and even verses have another rhyme, and this method is used by the writer in the last four verses of each stanza with a rhyme for each pair of verses as I said before. The vocabulary is easy to understand for everybody who studies the English language. The first verse of the poem is also the title of the poem, which means that the writer could not or did not want to find a title for the poem (maybe the damage he felt was so strong that he was not able to find a good title for the poem, as he writes at the end of the third stanza (Long, long shall I rue thee/ Too deeply to tell).
 
As I said at the beginning of the commentary, firstly the poem is about the end (the man probably does not know that it is the end) of a love story between a man and a woman (the first four verses). After the whole poem is an expression of feelings of hate from the man towards the woman because she left him (To sever for years: did the man go to fight in a war, for instance?). Also, the whole poem, from the first line to the last one, is written in the first person, in plural (When we two parted), and in singular (I hear thy name spoken). It means that this poem maybe autobiographical or not, maybe the woman was a real woman or not, or simply the work is an ode to disappointed love. I would like to emphasize the contrast between two verses (the second one and the last one), seemingly equal in form but with different meanings, it depends on what the previous line said. In the first pair of verses (When we two parted/ In silence and tears) the man feels true love towards his beloved, but she, as we will see some verses later, does not, and the last verse is the definitive confirmation of what he feels is disgust and pity because of what could be and was not. The third verse of the poem may have two different meanings too: Half broken-hearted: the man can have his heart broken because he loves her completely and he would do anything for her, and can have his heart broken because she has left him and he will never see her again.
 
The cold is a very important metaphorical element at the beginning of the second and the third stanzas: The dew of the morning/ Sunk chill on my brow: here the cold is shown as a metaphor of the feelings that the man has towards the woman, as it happens too in A knell to mine ear/A shudder comes o’er me: dew, chill, knell and shudder are words that symbolize cold in many different ways. Here the man would not already break himself his heart for her. The verses They name thee before me and They know not I knew thee give to understand that maybe more men were in love to the woman he got for some time.
 
In the last stanza, the two first verses have two words that may be synonyms, but they mean a totally different thing, they are the contrast of the poem: In secret we met, here Byron wants to transmit the passion of two lovers in their first secret encounter. And In silence I grieve symbolizes that nobody can help this man to come back to smile after having been left by the woman he loved. The two following verses, That thy heart could forget/ Thy spirit deceive say what she made him: she forgot him and she deceived him.


