Virginia Woolf is one of the most important modern novelists. Virginia Woolf is not a pioneer in using stream of consciousness technique, because  James Joyce and Dorothy Richardson used it before. Woolf mastered the technique of stream of consciousness even more than James Joyce because he was both a critic and a novelist.  Virginia Woolf's novel Mrs. Dalloway is a record of what is going on in the mind of major characters. 
"Biography" is too general; it emphasizes the important element of Virginia Woolf's life which relates to the work. 

Virginia Woolf is both a novelist and a critic. She  was the youngest of 8 children. She was brought by her father. He is a critic, biographer, and a philosopher. Her mother when she was 13, and her father died when she was 23. She liked her father. She lived in a masculine atmosphere. After the death of her father, she lived with her two brothers and another sister. She listened to her father who was a writer, philosopher. She was so curious, she was a famous child who spent a good deal of her time with her father's library. She read books for classical authors like Aristotle and Plato; she also read books by Shakespeare and Charles Dickens. She traveled a lot. She was aware of her own rights, though she was conscious of being a woman in men's world; her brothers were her companions in her literary career. 

She used to have "Bloomsbury Group". She was of the upper middle class, that is why most of her characters are upper middle class people. 

People who influenced Virginia Woolf: 

Dorothy Richardson influenced Virginia Woolf because she was interested in female suffrage; She defended women's right to vote. She was also interested in female psychology. 

Freud wrote his famous book on the conscious, subconscious, and the unconscious:. 

· Conscious is what you feel now, what you think of. 

· Subconscious is not what you think of now, but  you can retrieve.  

· The unconscious is what you don’t think of now, and you can't retrieve. 

Another literary influence on Virginia Woolf was the Irish novelist James Joyce. The action in Joyce's work, Ulysses, was in the 24 hours, because he recorded every detail in the mind of character. Virginia in her novel, Mrs. Dalloway, wrote  about what is going on in the mind of Mrs. Dalloway in 24 hours. The novel starts at the beginning of the day and ends by its end. 

Women are associated with nature and with the heart. Men are associated with the mind and with inventions. Virginia thought that the inventions used to kill cities, so she was depressed and committed suicide. When you are associated with nature, you become happy. Birds are singing because they are associated with nature. If you live like birds in nature, you are going to enjoy your life.  

Freud said that every human being, man or woman has an anima and animus. Women have more anima than animus. Men have more animus than anima. But some women have more animus than anima, and some men have more anima than animus. 

Anima is associated with life and nature, and animus is associated with the mind, with the brain. The animus is calculative, it is not a creative word. The anima is creative, because women come up with babies. People of the past thought that women create babies, but man is calculative. Man is not creative. He invented an invention, but not creation, but women are associated with creation which means that she is creative. These are thoughts of feminism. 

The members of the "Bloomsbury Group" used to meet in a the house of Virginia Woolf. The great philosopher in England, E.M. Forster joined this group though he  didn’t believe in Virginia Woolf's technique. He preferred to follow the traditional technique, that is why he wrote his book Aspects of the Novel. The most important aspects of the novel in this book are the story, characters and the plot.  All of the novels written before Virginia Woolf, james Joyce, and Richardson depended on the plot. Virginia Woolf said," No I'm going to write what is going on in the mind of the writer". 
In 1912, Virginia Woolf  married a member of "Bloomsbury Group" . He was a social and political writer. In 1914, the First World War broke out. In this war, 10 million soldiers were killed, and 25 million were wounded. The civilians were not counted. These numbers are taken from military documents. No one of the inventors had a nervous breakdown because of the war. But many writers were depressed because of the war, because of the beauty of art; they were conscious of the beauty of language. Writers live in the spirit, but inventors live in the mind. spirit. Living in the spirit unifies, and living in the mind destroys. That is why Virginia suffered so much and committed suicide, she drowned herself. She went to nature, as she  wanted  to get away from life dominated by the destructions of man . women follow the mm of nature. 

Feminism 

Virginia is a great feminist writer. Many novelists were leaders in theme of feminism such as Jane Austin, Jane Austin presented a comic aspect of women's life; in her novel, Pride and Prejudice, Jane  was  making fun of the way women of her time think. Charlotte Bronte also handled the theme of feminism in Jane Eyre. Women started in these novel to claim their rights. When  Maggie  in George Eliot's , The Mill on The Floss saved her brother Tom, she tried to save humanity; but when he tried to save the boat , they died. This means that women can save human beings, but men can destroy human beings. George Eliot could not publish her novel after her own name. 

When the Second World War broke out, Virginia moved with her husband to a cottage, to get a way from the city because city is full of destruction and pollution, but even there she was depressed by German bombings and by the thought that she might have a nervous breakdown again. She thought that she was unable to write. Dissatisfied and disordered, Virginia drowned herself in the river. This is the end of a great novelist.  

· Technique used by Virginia Woolf in Mrs. Dalloway . 

Virginia Woolf wrote an essay. This essay is one of the best essays on modern fiction, because she is  fiction writer. In this essay, she starts with a criticism of previous writers. She chose   Mr. Wells, Mr. Bennett, and Mr. Galsworthy. 

By the mere fact of their existence in the flesh their work has a living, breathing, every-day imperfection which bids us take what liberties with it we choose. 

Virginia said that they write about the flesh. Man is made of body and spirit. The body is mortal, while the spirit is immortal. Therefore, the spirit is more important. 

Virginia attacks and criticizes  these people, because they are  more inserted in the flesh. What is going on in the spirit is more important. Spirit is what makes you, the soul is what makes you alive. 

If we tried to formulate our meaning in one word we should say that these three writers are materialists, and for that reason have disappointed us and left us with the feeling that the sooner English fiction turns its back upon them, as politely as may be, and marches, if only into the desert, the better for its soul.
Virginia said that these  three writers are materialistic; they are concerned with the material, with the body, with the event which happens to the body, but I have to tell what is going on in the mind. These writers are not concerned with the spirit. She said that they are concerned that much with the body with makes her frustrated . 

Though we respect the integrity and humanity of Mr. Galsworthy, 
shall we find what we seek in his pages. 

Whether we call it life or spirit, truth or reality, this, the essential thing, has moved off, or on, and refuses to be contained any longer in such ill-fitting vestments as we provide.
She said," I respect Mr. Galsworthy that much, but I want to find what I seek in his literature. I'm disappointed in them because I expected them to emphasize the spiritual aspect, the ontological aspect and the psychological aspect. I disagree with her use of the word spiritual, because she is not concerned that much with the spirit but she is interested  in the psychological aspect, or the mental state. The psychology is different from the spirit. The spiritual aspect is related to the supernatural aspect. But she is interested in the mental aspect, the non physical aspect. 

Nevertheless we go on perseveringly, conscientiously, constructing our thirty-two chapters after a design which more and more ceases to resemble the vision in our minds.
The mediocrity of most novels seems to arise from a conviction on the part of the writer that unless his plot provides scenes of tragedy, comedy, and excitement, an air of probability so impeccable that if all his figures were to come to life they would find themselves dressed down to the last button in the fashion of the hour, he has failed in his duty to the public. If this, roughly as we have stated it, represents his vision, his mediocrity may be said to be natural rather than imposed; but as often as not we may suspect some moment of hesitation in which the question suggests itself whether life is like this after all?
The writer seems to be restricted by the tradition which says that you have to have a plot, but they should not have a plot. She said, we have changed. 

Stream of consciousness is a style of writing which is introduce by some great authors in the early of 20th century. It reflects the flow of characters thought and feeling. In literary criticism, stream of consciousness is a literary technique which seeks to portray an individual's point of view by giving the written equivalent of the character's thought processes.

In this novel, Woolf using the stream of consciousness topic to connect the thought of her characters so the connection between and other reveal. It is all about thought, feeling, emotion and sensory perception and can be said that it become a circle with no bold plot.

The novel open with Clarissa Dalloway want to go to buy a flower that evening for her party, it is narrated what Clarissa feels that day. 

"What a lark! What a plunge! For so it had always seemed to her, when, with a little squeak of the hinges, which she could hear now, she had burst open the French windows and plunged at Bourton into the open air. How fresh, how calm, stiller than this of course, the air was in the early morning; like the flap of a wave; the kiss of a wave; chill and sharp and yet (for a girl of eighteen as she then was) solemn, feeling as she did, standing there at the open window, that something awful was about to happen; looking at the flowers, at the trees with the smoke winding off them and the rooks rising, falling; standing and looking until Peter Walsh said, “Musing among the vegetables?”—was that it?—“I prefer men to cauliflowers”—was that it? He must have said it at breakfast one morning when she had gone out on to the terrace—Peter Walsh. He would be back from India one of these days, June or July, she forgot which, for his letters were awfully dull; it was his sayings one remembered; his eyes, his pocket-knife, his smile, his grumpiness and, when millions of things had utterly vanished—how strange it was!—a few sayings like this about cabbages."

This part distinctly showed the interior thought of Clarissa Dalloway. Every sentence that goes is to describe how she feels; the air in the morning and what she feels about it. The omniscient narrator knows exactly what she feels and describes the morning. 

"How fresh, how calm, stiller than this of course, the air was in the early morning; like the flap of a wave; the kiss of a wave; chill and sharp and yet (for a girl of eighteen as she then was) solemn, feeling as she did, standing there at the open window, that something awful was about to happen; looking at the flowers, at the trees with the smoke winding off them and the rooks rising, falling;"


By reading that part, the readers drown into the consciousness and the flow of thought of the novel‘s characters. Feel the morning as she feels; every sensory feeling that she had. 

The interior thought are chronicling, sometimes with the pause for detail explanation toward something and it makes the readers feel knowing the characters mind through detail. 

"He was not old, or set, or dried in the least. As for caring what they said of him—the Dalloways, the Whitbreads, and their set, he cared not a straw—not a straw (though it was true he would have, some time or other, to see whether Richard couldn’t help him to some job)."

The novel enters into the consciousness of the people it takes as it subjects, creating a powerful effect. Woolf’s style of writing which is describe the trivial things of characters; characters daily or ordinary life- still with the stream of consciousness style toward these things, make the readers experiencing the daily life of the characters. It is treated equally with importance. For example the beginning of the novel in which Clarissa feel the morning, opened up the internal process and the character’s mind singing in this prose. Moreover, according to William James, this is flow of conscious experience in the brain. 

Questioning something is often reveal in the story, then usually the characters answer that; it is describe the mode of how people think and react toward something; questioning then answer it. 

"A snob was she? Yes, in many ways. Where was she, all this time? It was getting late."

"That she had grown older? Would he say that, or would she see him thinking when he came back, that she had grown older? It was true. Since her illness she had turned almost white."

Here the story goes through the characters consciousness and its flow; thought, feelings, reality and dream as mind have. 

For the novel point of view, this novel using third person omniscient, the narrator is a voice of a person who knows everything about all characters. The novel uses ‘She’, and ‘He’. This narrator sometimes becomes the subjective thought of the characters. However, the point of view sometimes shifting from one character’s stream of consciousness to another character’s stream of consciousness- within a single paragraph, changes constantly, like montage technique. The example of that part happens when; Septimus got his intense inner conflict and Lucrezia’s fear, then catch a glimpse of the Septimus from another side, from Maisie Johnson’s point of view. 

As a conclusion, many experimentalist and outstanding literary techniques can be found in Virginia Woolf’s Mrs. Dalloway, especially stream of consciousness style and the novel point of view. The novel use third person omniscient, the narrator is a voice of a person who knows everything about all characters. This narrator sometimes becomes the subjective thought of the characters. However, the point of view sometimes shifting from one character’s stream of consciousness to another character’s stream of consciousness- within a single paragraph. The style of writing is stream of consciousness- which can be said that she is one of many who introduce this style of writing in early 20th century. It reflects the flow of characters interior thought and feeling, which give the reader impression as if they are in the character’s head-with their thought, feeling, emotion and feel like they experienced everything that the character experienced. The novel enters into the consciousness of the people, it takes as it subjects. 



Q: Who is the protagonist of Mrs. Dalloway? 

** Clarissa Dalloway, she is in her early fifties, she hasn't been well since the influenza that she has had, so she looks pain, she isn’t feeling herself, she likes to throw parties and making people gather in the same place, she might look a social person but it is in the surface, she feels very lonely inside, and this is one of the major themes in the novel feeling of isolation, the nature of the modern life in which people feel isolated and their intents to communicate with other people might not always be successful, so though she in the surface seems to be sociable, likes to throw parties, she seems to be happily and laughing. Throughout the novel we do feel that she is suffering. You will find many of contradictions in the novel especially in the depiction of Clarissa Dalloway, though she likes to have parties yet, she has a feeling of isolation (contrasting feelings), though she likes to be with people she likes to go out and she enjoys nature but she enjoys her sense of privacy. So many contrasting things that might make her a very complex character and this is the influence of psychology that we see very clear in Virginia Woolf's Mrs. Dalloway, we have seen a little bit of that in the portrait of a lady but it is really very obvious in Mrs. Dalloway . 

Q: What does the novel talk about?
 If we follow the main development of the plot, Clarissa is having a party, she goes out to get flowers, she meets some people and we feel that she gives more information about her past and the people she knew in the past like peter Walsh more than the present, though both are really put together, in her way back in the afternoon from the flower shop, suddenly peter Walsh appears that he pays her a visit, she invites him to the party, we discover that both of them still have feelings for each other and we do understand why they didn't get married because of the differences in their characters. She realized that her relationship with her husband isn't really the way she wants it. We also meet Clarissa's daughter, Elizabeth, and her teacher, Miss Kilman, who Clarissa doesn't like and she feels jealous of Miss Kilman because she spends more time with her daughter. Miss Kilman and Elizabeth go out together, we know that Richard (Mr. Dalloway-Clarissa's husband) is going for a meeting with lady Burton (Burton is the name of area), we hear something about what lady Burton tries to do for the good of her society, then more preparation for the party and the party takes place and in the party we meet some important people of society and here we have social class, Clarissa herself represents upper class society in England and you can see from the people that she has invited, that she is very careful to invite people of her own class, that is why she doesn't invite her cousin, Miss Henderson, because she feels she is poor and she doesn't belong to the same social class. So, this is the theme of class, the division of English society into classes. In the party we see people are trying to have fun, also Sally Seton appears in the party who is an old friend of Clarissa, we can say that she was a girlfriend, there was some sort of attraction (physical attraction) between the two, and it has something to do with the theme of homosexuality in the novel which has discussed and in the modern literature and this distinguishes the modern literature in the twentieth century. 

**Sir William Bradshaw, who is psychiatrist, arrives late because he was tending one of his patients, Septimus (warren smith), he is important character in the novel, smith committed a suicide and there was an ambulance coming. We do see why Clarissa reacts in a very sad way to the news of septimus's suicide, she doesn't know him, she hasn't met him, the two characters never meet in the novel but when she heard that he has committed suicide she really get some sort of a pity, she leaves the party and goes to her room and starts crying very pityingly and sadly. 

There are so many details but the plot line is Clarissa's preparing for her party on that evening. So, what is the content of the novel? As we said we have a number of characters whom we meet some in person and some in the remembrances, in the memories, in the thoughts of Clarissa.

The first part of the novel, we have seen Clarissa going out to get flowers for her party and we have seen how why she was on that trip to the flower shop that her mind wandering from present when she sees her neighbors to the past about Peter Walsh and Sally Seton and about her life when she was eighteen years old.

"So she would still find herself arguing in St. James’s Park, still making out that she had been right — and she had too — not to marry him."
She is discussing in her inner self about the idea of whether she should marry peter or not.

Q: Why did Clarissa marry Richard not Peter Walsh?
The answer is, "For in marriage a little licence, a little independence there must be between people living together day in day out in the same house;".

'which Richard gave her, and she him. (Where was he this morning for instance? Some committee, she never asked what.) But with Peter everything had to be shared; everything gone into. And it was intolerable, and when it came to that scene in the little garden by the fountain, she had to break with him or they would have been destroyed, both of them ruined, she was convinced; though she had borne about with her for years like an arrow sticking in her heart the grief, the anguish; and then the horror of the moment when some one told her at a concert that he had married a woman met on the boat going to India! "

She really felt a very heart pain because Peter got married, though she broke with him, and she was engaged to Richard but she was still in love with him.

"Never should she forget all that! Cold, heartless, a prude, he called her. Never could she understand how he cared. But those Indian women did presumably — silly, pretty, flimsy nincompoops. And she wasted her pity. For he was quite happy, he assured her — perfectly happy, though he had never done a thing that they talked of; his whole life had been a failure. It made her angry still."

That is another thing he had never done what he talked about, he isn't a man of action, all his life has been famed, so from her point of view, she wouldn't have a secure life if she married Peter because of weakness in his character.

"She had reached the Park gates.(something from her memories about the past and something about her actions in the present"  She stood for a moment, looking at the omnibuses in Piccadilly. She would not say of any one in the world now that they were this or were that. She felt very young; at the same time unspeakably aged (young and aged at the same time- contrasting feelings). She sliced like a knife through everything; at the same time was outside, looking on. She had a perpetual sense, as she watched the taxi cabs, of being out, out, far out to sea and alone; she always had the feeling that it was very, very dangerous to live even one day. Not that she thought herself clever, or much out of the ordinary. How she had got through life on the few twigs of knowledge Fräulein Daniels gave them she could not think. She knew nothing; no language, no history; she scarcely read a book now, except memoirs in bed; and yet to her it was absolutely absorbing; all this; the cabs passing;(she is thinking about herself and she also observing the scene) and she would not say of Peter, she would not say of herself, I am this, I am that."

Her only gift was knowing people almost by instinct (so she considers that her only gift in her character is her ability to know people), she thought, walking on. If you put her in a room with some one, up went her back like a cat’s; or she purred. Devonshire House, Bath House, the house with the china cockatoo, she had seen them all lit up once; and remembered Sylvia, Fred, Sally Seton(now she is remembering her old friends) — such hosts of people; and dancing all night; and the waggons plodding past to market; and driving home across the Park. She remembered once throwing a shilling into the Serpentine. But every one remembered; what she loved was this, here, now, in front of her; the fat lady in the cab. Did it matter then, she asked herself, walking towards Bond Street, did it matter that she must inevitably cease (what does it mean? may be die, does matter her the idea of death? no) completely; all this must go on without her (if she dies everything will go on); did she resent it; or did it not become consoling to believe that death ended absolutely? but that somehow in the streets of London, on the ebb and flow of things, here, there, she survived, Peter survived, lived in each other, she being part, she was positive, of the trees at home; of the house there, ugly, rambling all to bits and pieces as it was; part of people she had never met; being laid out like a mist between the people she knew best, who lifted her on their branches as she had seen the trees lift the mist, but it spread ever so far, her life, herself. But what was she dreaming as she looked into Hatchards’ shop window? What was she trying to recover? What image of white dawn in the country, as she read in the book spread open:

Fear no more the heat o’ the sun

Nor the furious winter’s rages

What type of poem is that? When people heard about to die may be some of them get afraid, so they have the fear when their death. This is from Shakespeareans. This really makes a lot of senses especially at the time when she was thinking about death, about life and how much her life matters.

"This late age of the world’s experience had bred in them all, all men and women, a well of tears. Tears and sorrows; courage and endurance; a perfectly upright and stoical bearing. Think, for example, of the woman she admired most, Lady Bexborough, opening the bazaar."

She is thinking about so many things at the same time.

· The major themes in Mrs. Dalloway: 

Time and timelessness and the intersection of past and present and the importance of the past, communication, fear of death(relationship between death and life), sanity and insanity(it is important theme that show us the modern aspect in the novel itself and it is a good example to prove that the novel belongs to modern literature), homosexuality( it is minor theme), isolation which is related to the privacy of the soul and the lack of communication, independence, we do see her as example of the female figures and may be another more advanced version of the female figure is her daughter Elizabeth and also lady Bruton, love and marriage(love in the case of Clarissa and peter and marriage in the case of Clarissa and Richard, and Septimus and Lucrezia smith is a good example of special type of marriage). 

· Symbols

Look for symbols that indicate life like sea, fountains and water is very old symbol in literature but we do have some new symbols that indicate the creativeness of Virginia Woolf like Big bin that indicates time, the beautiful lady, the marching boys and the old woman singing an ancient song, also flowers and plants make an important symbols in the novel .

· We follow the plot:

Peter goes to the park to rest little bit before he goes to meet the lawyer then he sees Septimus and Rezia who were in the park because doctor advices Rezia to take septimus and make him think and focus on things outside himself, we do see the abnormal behavior of Septimus in the park and the suffering of Rezia, the two see each other Peter on one side, and Septimus and Rezia on the other side, and we see how Virginia Woolf links the two parallel plots in the story that of Septimus and the major one of Clarissa, so by peter who is in the part of the plot belonging to Clarissa meets Septimus and Rezia. 

We can see the real similarities between Septimus and Clarissa through their remembrances, their actions, their views on life, death, other people, love and beauty, when we look at those, we will see that there are similarities in their approaches though they seem different but as we said from the beginning even if Clarissa is open to life, she seems to represent happiness, Septimus represents the opposite case but still if you look really deeply you will see that she is also suffering, so there are some of that links that show us the similarities between the two characters. 

The beauty of the moment is one example, they both share the same attitude, they like to enjoy the beauty of the moment(she opens her door to go and get some flowers, she enjoys nature and also Septimus has his own way to enjoy nature), after the tragic experiences that Septimus has gone through, he seems to have lost the ability to feel. So, he marries Rezia but he doesn't seem to have in love for her, though he used to love another woman(his girlfriend) before going to war, he loved Shakespeare, Britain, and the empire and he thought that by going to war he is really fulfilling this love for the empire, Shakespeare and for his girl friend. He goes to war and he is really shocked by those experiences especially the death of his friend Evans and that experience left a very clear mark on him which is that he can't exchange love with people, he doesn't really have the normal feelings that the human being have or which he himself had before going to war.

If we talk about how both Clarissa and Septimus are joining together, how the contrast in the novel of sanity and insanity, life and death, happiness and misery are joining together. She discusses the theme of sanity and insanity through the character of insane person and makes that a social criticism against the conditions of the war, conditions of society and people after the war( we said the generation), commentary also on the system of government that doesn't give anything to people who have been loyal to their government and just left them to handle with their problems, she is blaming the government, the political system and the social system at the time of not caring for those insane people and may be taken part in making that situation.

Humanity lacks a sane person, this like void of feelings, if we compare Clarissa and Septimus and we say Septimus is the insane and Clarissa is the sane, we do see that sometimes Clarisse lacks humanity or feelings like the lack of sympathy for Miss Kilman who is working very hard to support her people, she starts to work just to collect enough money so that she can send to her people in Russia (this is communist system- what you have that not belong to you, to individual but it belongs to the whole society), she doesn't sympathize also with Ellie Henderson. So, it is like a contrast lack of humanity in a sane person and humanity in the insane person.

Q:How do we see humanity in the insane person ? 

He loves Shakespeare and his country, he has feelings though he thinks that he lost feelings after his tragic experiences but he still feels and we see this through his dialogues and his behaving, but he seems to deny these feelings because of the shock. 

Reversing the stereotype of insane and sane person(to put something different from the stereotype and to show us the humanity of an insane person)

The reference to war as social criticism, reflections of the war, its effect on the British society are inseparable from the main plot of the novel. Some say that Virginia Woolf in Mrs. Dalloway isn't really a novel about war, they ignore the references about war and the experiences of the war in Mrs. Dalloway. Another group of critics feel that the references to the war are integral to our understanding of Mrs. Dalloway , they are indirect relation to the theme of social criticism. And in my view they are also indirect relation to the state of Mollenhan, look at how people feel and how they are dealing with each other after the war, the war has affected them, has made them different.

We have another references to war, lady Bruton, she is the granddaughter of a general in the British army, so then she feels that she wants to do something about her society especially the political system,( remember she invites Richard to lunch but she isn't inviting ladies because she feels that ladies shouldn't be involved in the politics, and the wives of politicians hinder them from doing their duties, so this is her view. It is seemed that Virginia Woolf is criticizing lady Bruton for having this view.

Peter spooks concerning empire, the marching boys and Septimus' mental case, all those are related to the social commentary about war and the social structure of British society in the post war period. The novel takes place five years after the war but exists within shadow, it shows some of the effects of the war on the people, simple contemplations transform into social commentary, so (how did she give social commentary about war and about the British society in the war period ?) through certain contemplations of the characters, for example when Peter contemplates the marching boys and the uniformity(doing the same movement at the same time means like they are loyal to whatever establishment they belong to and they symbolize to be loyal to the empire. So, it is simple contemplation but it has social commentary. 

If we follow the plot, we see that lady Bruton invites Richard and Hugh Whitbread to lunch because she wants both of them help her in writing a letter, she writes about the emigration of young people to Canada, she writes to encourage people to do that. So, she involves in the politics.

We would like to have a look at the part of Clarisse's attitude towards parties, we have mentioned few references about these in the beginning, we have seen how she loves throwing parties, how Peter has been really critical about that, and how her husband Richard feels that he doesn't like parties but he wants to satisfy her so he allows her to do that, but both of them do have certain negative feelings towards her love of parties. 

" And people would say, “Clarissa Dalloway is spoilt.” She cared much more for her roses than for the Armenians. "

Armenians is reference, that Richard is going for a meeting, after the lunch he came bringing flowers to his wife and planned to say "I love you" but he couldn't, this is another example of inability to express emotions.(what made him do that?) I think the feeling of jealousy because while having lunch with lady Bruton he heard that Peter is back, his wife's former boyfriend is back. So, he goes for a meeting and tells her that he can't remember if it is about Armenians or Albanians, he is going to decide something important about a nation and doesn't remember what nation is that. There is a reference to Armenians. This reflects how people look after, the narrator says she cared much more for her roses than for the Armenians.

"She cared much more for her roses (the roses that Richard brought her)than for the Armenians. Hunted out of existence, maimed, frozen, the victims of cruelty and injustice (she had heard Richard say so over and over again)— no, she could feel nothing for the Albanians, or was it the Armenians? but she loved her roses (didn’t that help the Armenians?)— the only flowers she could bear to see cut. But Richard was already at the House of Commons; at his Committee, having settled all her difficulties. But no; alas, that was not true. He did not see the reasons against asking Ellie Henderson. She would do it, of course, as he wished it. Since he had brought the pillows(billow that the doctor has instructed Ellie to take it up and in the afternoon because she hasn't felt well) , she would lie down. . . . But — but — why did she suddenly feel, for no reason that she could discover, desperately unhappy? As a person who has dropped some grain of pearl or diamond into the grass and parts the tall blades very carefully, this way and that, and searches here and there vainly, and at last spies it there at the roots, so she went through one thing and another;"

This is a very good example of how the process of her thoughts is discussed here, she gives a very physical image, a metaphor for trying to think of different things by saying that if you has lost a pearl or a diamond in grass(what would you do?) you go and try to search for that pearl, you keep moving the place this side and that until you see it near the roots.

"no, it was not Sally Seton saying that Richard would never be in the Cabinet because he had a second-class brain (it came back to her); no, she did not mind that; nor was it to do with Elizabeth either and Doris Kilman;"

So, she is thinking of so many things at the same time and this is a very good example of thoughts process and stream of consciousness that Woolf is putting here.

"Since she was lying on the sofa, cloistered, exempt, the presence of this thing which she felt to be so obvious became physically existent; with robes of sound from the street, sunny, with hot breath, whispering, blowing out the blinds. But suppose Peter said to her, “Yes, yes, but your parties — what’s the sense of your parties?” all she could say was (and nobody could be expected to understand):(she understands that people don't understand why she is loving giving parties) ( They’re an offering(gift- she feels that her parties are a gift to the world); which sounded horribly vague. But who was Peter to make out that life was all plain sailing?— Peter always in love, always in love with the wrong woman? What’s your love? she might say to him. And she knew his answer; how it is the most important thing in the world and no woman possibly understood it".

She is thinking of peter, she is thinking of how people react to her love of parties.

"But to go deeper, beneath what people said (and these judgements, how superficial, how fragmentary they are!) in her own mind now, what did it mean to her, this thing she called life? Oh, it was very queer. Here was So-and-so in South Kensington; some one up in Bayswater; and somebody else, say, in Mayfair. And she felt quite continuously a sense of their existence; and she felt what a waste; and she felt what a pity; and she felt if only they could be brought together; so she did it(bringing people together in her parties). And it was an offering; to combine, to create; but to whom?"
As if between her and herself, she is even arguing, she wants people to be together and makes them happy, she feels that this is her gift to the world. These details are related to the theme of communication. This is part of her reflections.

She comments on Miss Kilman, we can see in this part how she really has antagonistic feelings towards Miss Kilman, she doesn't appreciate what she does as we said by saving money to send to her people back to Russia, she doesn't like the fact that she is with her daughter all time and she influences her daughter. This indicates to the theme of oppression like trying to control other people, so for Clarisse she sees Miss Kilman as oppressor because she tries to influence Elizabeth, she tries to influence Clarisse herself by depriving her of her daughter and of her happiness, making her feels that she is wrong, she doesn't like this feelings that Miss Kilman gives her.

The theme of youth, we mentioned this theme when we talked about Peter, though he is at the same age of Clarissa, he feels that he is still young. Elizabeth represents youth, some imagery of plants, trees and flowers are used in order to indicate how everybody looks at Elizabeth as representing you, she is young, only eighteen. 

The theme of timeless , England as a society and civilization pass by Clarisse and Peter, he still is incapable of speaking of the past, the fact that he still feels that he is young, he is living in his past, (what he did in the past?), his relationship with Clarissa is influencing him at present, he can't rid of his past. The past and the language that is used to express about the past like symbols and images. the intersection of time and timelessness, he looks at London and he notices how it has changed from his last visit, then he starts to reflect the past and how was London before and the present, and all what had happened to him before and what is happening to him now are mixed together.   

The party, Ellie Henderson goes to the party and at the same time the prime minister goes to the party, this indicates the social class, the lowest and the highest according to the British standards, people are disappointed not to see the prime minister but to see how he was dressed and how he was behaving. They were thinking highly of the prime minister, the prime minister is really representing the British empire or the British government which disappointed people. So it reflects some sort of people disappointment in the government itself.

 Sally is now Mrs. Rosseter, she is the mother of five boys, Clarissa notes that she is really grown up, she is getting old but she is still the favorite of everybody, peter set with her and they talked about the past and they show how they had evaluated each other and looked at each other in the past. 

Sir Williams Bradshaw and his wife arrived late because of Septimus's suicide, they have to handle it because he is a doctor. (how did septimus commit suicide?), the doctor was coming because the doctor said he has to be taken away and he didn't want to go away, when he sees the doctor in the house he knows that the doctor is going to take him a way, he feels that the doctor is really a representation of evil because he wants to enforce him to do what he doesn’t want to do, so he feels that he has to put an end to his life so that he wouldn't really give his life to those people to control it. He throws himself of the window and falls and dies. 

When Clarissa hears of Septimus' suicide, she is greatly sad, does she know Septimus, does she meet him before?. Now we can see the relationship between the two that Woolf wants to make, when she hears that he has died, she feels as if her body was on falme, was burning on fire, she can't control herself so she leaves the party and goes to her rooms and there she starts to cry and to reflect on what has happened. Critics see septimus's suicide as some sort of sacrifice, it was Clarissa who was thinking of death, who was sick, who was unhappy and having problems, so it was said Virginia Woolf wanted her to commit suicide at the end in her original plan of the novel, but she thought it would be too hard, so she brought the character of Septimus and made him to commit suicide, he is insane, and he is depressed. So, as if Septimus' suicide is some sort of sacrifice. So that Clarissa would be set free of her wish to die, of her thought of putting an end to herself, her feelings of misery. After being in these stage of feelings that she was in fire, she goes back to the party feeling happy and relieved because she has got rid of those troubles and negative feelings that were troubling her from the beginning of the novel. So that is why some critics say that Septimus as a Christ figure and he sacrifices of his life, so he had to sacrifice himself so Clarissa would be free from her misery, from her feelings about death and from her troubles. 

The theme of sanity (to be sane) and insanity is seen indirectly through Clarissa and very clearly through another characters in the novel. What do I mean by that?

We knew go deep into a mind and see so many problems and feel that they don't think very well and they aren't see very normal, so they may be have an indications of insanity, this is part of a novel, the psychological effect of the novel, the effect of psychology is very clear in the modern literature. In Mrs. Dalloway, the novelist is trying to go deep in the minds and souls of the characters and describe feelings that disturb them or that make them happy, thoughts, and memories that are still there since the past and they affect the present and the type of personality they are.

As Woolf said, Clarisse herself has also streaks(very small indications) of insanity, and we have an indication about she hasn't been feeling very well since her illness, she has changed physically and emotionally, she has chosen since then to stay alone in a separate bedroom, she doesn't stay with her husband as all couples do, and we understand through how she looks things and remember things that she really has spent most of her time in the past, trying to see if the decision of not marrying Peter and marrying Richard has been a good one or not. 

Look at the novel, first we are going to look at an important incidents that show some sort of a symbol, the incident of the car and the incident of the plane, two incidents, they are major in allowing the novelist to explain many of the themes that are very integral to her novel.

"The violent explosion which made Mrs. Dalloway jump and Miss Pym go to the window and apologise came from a motor car which had drawn to the side of the pavement precisely opposite Mulberry’s shop window. Passers-by who, of course, stopped and stared, had just time to see a face of the very greatest importance against the dove-grey upholstery, before a male hand drew the blind and there was nothing to be seen except a square of dove grey.

Yet rumours were at once in circulation from the middle of Bond Street to Oxford Street on one side, to Atkinson’s scent shop on the other, passing invisibly, inaudibly, like a cloud, swift, veil-like upon hills, falling indeed with something of a cloud’s sudden sobriety and stillness upon faces which a second before had been utterly disorderly. But now mystery had brushed them with her wing; they had heard the voice of authority; the spirit of religion was abroad with her eyes bandaged tight and her lips gaping wide. But nobody knew whose face had been seen. Was it the Prince of Wales’s, the Queen’s, the Prime Minister’s? Whose face was it? Nobody knew."

When Clarissa is in her way to the flower shop, they hear a very loud sound from a motor car in the street, so she goes out and finds a lot of people who had gathered to again investigate what that loud voice was, the car seems to be a very big car so they assume the person that inside the car must be an important person, so they started to guess, they couldn't see who was in the car so they say" couldn’t be the prince of Wales, the queen or the prime minister" . I think the fact that they are naming these people again indicates something about the classes in the English society. The people gathered to see something but they didn't know who was in the car. This is an example of gathering people, they are together in the same place but they don't think to be communicating successfully with each other, so this is an example of the lack of communication between people though they might be in the same place, they might be talking to each other yet we don't think they are really successfully in conducting a communication act. 

We have mentioned Septimus Smith, he is a very important character, and around this character we have a story line going parallel to that of Clarissa.

 Q: What is the important of Septimus Smith?  

Septimus represents the darker double of Clarissa, all the things that aren’t seen clearly by Clarisse, the streaks of insanity, her inability to communicate with people, feelings of loneliness, all these are indicated very clearly and very directly in the case of Septimus Smith, and this why Virginia Woolf put Septimus in the novel. The novelist wanted to show the character of Clarissa and by the end of the novel she would make her commit a suicide and die, she invented the character of Septimus Smith and she tried to just make some sort of links between the two lines of the plot. 

It is related to the influence of psychology of modern writers, and they want to show us more, in different ways, the inner part of the characters. So, we see the inner part of Clarissa especially we know things that she doesn't want to show to other people, they are reflected on the character of Septimus Smith. So, we have said she has streaks of insanity, he is then, if she has problems communicating with other people, he is really at most example of lack of communication because he is insane, if she is suffering from loneliness, he is really in a very high state of loneliness as a result of not being able to communicate with members of his society or people around him. This is the meaning of Septimus being the darker double of Clarissa. Another thing, instead of making clarissa commits a suicide as a result of the feelings that she was suffering from, it was better to make an insane person commits a suicide because that it will be really comprehensive. Through the character of Septimus Smith, Virginia Woolf  discusses a new theme in modern literature which is insanity, there were insane characters in the literature of the past centuries, but this is the first insane character that the novelist tries to delve deep into its inner self as show us the feelings, the problems and the suffering of that character, so that is an innovation in Mrs. Dalloway. 

"Edgar J. Watkiss, with his roll of lead piping round his arm, said audibly, humorously of course: “The Proime Minister’s kyar.”

Septimus Warren Smith, who found himself unable to pass, heard him.

Septimus Warren Smith, aged about thirty, pale-faced, beak-nosed, wearing brown shoes and a shabby overcoat, with hazel eyes which had that look of apprehension in them which makes complete strangers apprehensive too. The world has raised its whip; where will it descend?

Everything had come to a standstill. The throb of the motor engines sounded like a pulse irregularly drumming through an entire body. The sun became extraordinarily hot because the motor car had stopped outside Mulberry’s shop window; old ladies on the tops of omnibuses spread their black parasols; here a green, here a red parasol opened with a little pop. Mrs. Dalloway, coming to the window with her arms full of sweet peas, looked out with her little pink face pursed in enquiry. Every one looked at the motor car. Septimus looked. Boys on bicycles sprang off. Traffic accumulated. And there the motor car stood, with drawn blinds, and upon them a curious pattern like a tree, Septimus thought, and this gradual drawing together of everything to one centre before his eyes, as if some horror had come almost to the surface and was about to burst into flames, terrified him"

Both Clarissa and Septimus are seen in the same scene, this is part of making links between the two lines, the line of Clarissa's day and that follows Septimus's day in according to the novel. This is the first example in which we can see both Clarissa and Septimus appear in the same scene but not really see each other or meet each other. So, when they hear the car's crush, they both see and react to it. 

The incident of the airplane, the aeroplane is trying to make lines with the smoke, aeroplane was making letters because it was trying to send a message to people, again people gathered to see and tried to decode what was written by the aeroplane. Unfortunately the message wasn't really very clear so people were trying to figure out what was written, there wasn't enough smoke to write the letters clearly, so everyone was saying" what is it?", everybody was trying to look at the message and decode it or explain according to his own way of looking at the message. This is a very symbolic and beautiful example of how people might be together in the same place and looking at the same thing but again communications fails because they don't read the message in the same way. 

"Suddenly Mrs. Coates looked up into the sky. The sound of an aeroplane bored ominously into the ears of the crowd

If we follow the line of the plot, we will see that Clarissa leaves home to get flower from the shop and greatly symbolic incidents take place, then she goes to park to rest there, she meets Hugh Whitbread and again she remembers something about him and his wife and reminds him of the party. She goes back home and she receives a sudden visit from Peter Walsh(her former fiancé whom she didn't marry), when they meet you can see the two are still in love with each other and Clarissa still thinks of the decision of not marrying Peter and trying to see whether that was really a good decision or not. We know about Peter and what he has been doing through those years and we know he has been sending Clarissa letters telling her what he has been doing and now he has finished his task and he is coming back because again he seems to be really not leading his life successfully, and now he is trying to get divorce so he can marry, and again that is indications that he doesn't really make the right choices, this is really make us evaluate Clarissa's decision of not marrying him because he doesn't seem to be leading his life well, we see that they are still having some emotions towards each other, and then he leaves suddenly when Elizabeth enters, he goes on some sort of a walk until he gets to region park at the end. 

This walk separates to the walk that Clarissa takes in the morning. There are so many walks in the novel and that may be make people interested to take the map of London and follow the walks. It is something very important and it's not just a walk going from one place to the other, so many things happen and so many memories from the past also take place   

After peter leaves Clarisse's house, he wasn't in good mood, he goes on he thinks that it is too early to go to the lawyer's office to arrange for the divorce of the lady he is in love with, so he tries to stroll around from one part to the other and remember girls sometimes, now he is in London, he views also the changes around him whether people or economic or technical advancement the back of the ambulances and the back of the cars and so on. These people and places are very important symbols, he sees some marching boys in uniform, and those boys represents Peter's wish to be young. He sees a young beautiful woman he tries to follow her but he doesn't have any bad intentions, but he keeps just going behind her from one place to another. He imagines her to be both Clarissa and the woman he is in love with, again a symbolic of love and symbolic of wish to remain young, and this indicates also something about Peter, that he isn't really attached to the real world, if he keeps imagining things and fancying he is still young.

Other symbol, he keeps hearing the rings from the churches around him and this symbol together with the strikes of Big Ben really are two very important symbols in the novel. Also Clarissa keeps hearing the strikes of Big Ben. Sometime when she is living in the past, trying to remember things that happened in the past and then she hears those sounds, they bring her to the present, so it is as alarm brings her to reality (real world), it is the link that brings her back to the present. 

Peter doesn't have a job, he has served the government by going to the colony and serving his government loyally, now he is coming back and seems that the government hasn't made any arrangements for such people and this is part of social criticism that Virginia Woolf is really putting in Mrs. Dalloway. The people who have been loyalty to the government and to the British empire and they have left their countries and spent time, part of their lives outside their countries in a different environment, they really deserve some sort of insurance, some sort of care giving to them when they back. Peter Walsh is trying very hard to find a job and we feel that he isn't succeeding in doing that.

· In Mrs. Dalloway we have certain features in the novel with emphasis on the stream of consciousness. 
· Regarding The Portrait of a Lady, you maybe requested to write on: the important characters, the stream of consciousness, pathos, the loss of family ties, incidence versus experience, world war, or feminist characters. 
· In her essay “Modern Novels”, Virginia Woolf talks about the stream of consciousness technique. 
· In Mrs. Dalloway, Virginia Woolf speaks about the negative influence of WWI on individuals, on families and on nature. The character of Septimus got crazy and unbalanced because he saw his close friend Evans killed in the war. Septimus and his wife Lucrezia were separated; they loved each other and were a very much beautiful couple. Septimus became shattered and started to suffer from Schizophrenia and was misdiagnosed as having loss of proportions; the doctor also decided that Septimus should stay away from his wife because he might kill her or kill himself. Virginia Woolf herself was so frustrated by the war; she was upset with the civilization which led to the destruction of innocents. 
Happily Rezia put her hand with a tremendous weight on his knee so that he was weighted down, transfixed, or the excitement of the elm trees rising and falling, rising and falling with all their leaves alight and the colour thinning and thickening from blue to the green of a hollow wave…. Septimus!” said Rezia. He started violently. People must notice.

“I am going to walk to the fountain and back,” she said.

For she could stand it no longer. Dr. Holmes might say there was nothing the matter. Far rather would she that he were dead! She could not sit beside him when he stared so and did not see her and made everything terrible;… And it was cowardly for a man to say he would kill himself, but Septimus had fought; he was brave; he was not Septimus now. She put on her lace collar. She put on her new hat and he never noticed; and he was happy without her. Nothing could make her happy without him! Nothing! He was selfish. So men are. For he was not ill. Dr. Holmes said there was nothing the matter with him. She spread her hand before her. Look! Her wedding ring slipped — she had grown so thin. It was she who suffered — but she had nobody to tell.

Far was Italy and the white houses and the room where her sisters sat making hats, and the streets crowded every evening with people walking, laughing out loud, not half alive like people here, huddled up in Bath chairs, looking at a few ugly flowers stuck in pots!

· This part is between Septimus and Rezia. We see that Rezia and Septimus are a loving couple. After the war Septimus was so excited by the trees with its leaves rising and falling. Rezia couldn’t stand the idea that Septimus became mad even when Dr. Holmes confirmed that Septimus is ok. She prefers if Septimus was dead instead of mad. This was very frustrating for Rezia. 
· Septimus was brave and honest. Now he is different and he became selfish. This shows the influence of the war on individuals. Rezia also was affected and she lost weight beause she kept waiting for long nights; but she couldn’t tell others how she suffered. There were no close ties with others now. Here we see pathos as we feel sorry for Rezia and Septimus. 
I am alone; I am alone! she cried, by the fountain in Regent’s Park (staring at the Indian and his cross), as perhaps at midnight, when all boundaries are lost, the country reverts to its ancient shape, as the Romans saw it, lying cloudy, when they landed, and the hills had no names and rivers wound they knew not where — such was her darkness; when suddenly, as if a shelf were shot forth and she stood on it, she said how she was his wife, married years ago in Milan, his wife, and would never, never tell that he was mad! Turning, the shelf fell; down, down she dropped. For he was gone, she thought — gone, as he threatened, to kill himself — to throw himself under a cart! But no; there he was; still sitting alone on the seat, in his shabby overcoat, his legs crossed, staring, talking aloud…

There was his hand; there the dead. White things were assembling behind the railings opposite. But he dared not look. Evans was behind the railings!

· We understand and her husband loved each other. We notice the stream consciousness technique where Woolf portrays exactly what’s going on in their minds. 
“What are you saying?” said Rezia suddenly, sitting down by him.
Interrupted again! She was always interrupting.

Away from people — they must get away from people, he said (jumping up), right away over there, where there were chairs beneath a tree and the long slope of the park dipped like a length of green stuff with a ceiling cloth of blue and pink smoke high above, and there was a rampart of far irregular houses hazed in smoke, the traffic hummed in a circle, and on the right, dun-coloured animals stretched long necks over the Zoo palings, barking, howling.
· Septimus starts to hallucinate and he wants to get away from people. 
“Look,” she implored him, for Dr. Holmes had told her to make him notice real things, go to a music hall, play cricket — that was the very game, Dr. Holmes said, a nice out-of-door game, the very game for her husband.

· Dr. Holmes asked her to get Septimus involved in life. But Septimus is in a mental depressive and melancholic state and he is schizophrenic. We notice that with the stream of consciousness writers are interested in the psychological and mental cases; they are concerned with the inside of characters. 
Look the unseen bade him, the voice which now communicated with him who was the greatest of mankind, Septimus, lately taken from life to death, the Lord who had come to renew society, who lay like a coverlet, a snow blanket smitten only by the sun, for ever unwasted, suffering for ever, the scapegoat, the eternal sufferer, but he did not want it, he moaned, putting from him with a wave of his hand that eternal suffering, that eternal loneliness.

“Look,” she repeated, for he must not talk aloud to himself out of doors.

“Oh look,” she implored him. But what was there to look at? A few sheep. That was all.

· In Schizophrenic cases the patient imagines seeing things and hearing voices. Virginia Woolf is the mother of stream of consciousness because she portrays the inner feelings and the inside of characters. 
· Rezia was embarrassed because Septimus talks to himself and with the unseen. We feel sorry for him and for her. 
· On page 96: 

The War had taught him. It was sublime. He had gone through the whole show, friendship, European War, death, had won promotion, was still under thirty and was bound to survive. He was right there. The last shells missed him. He watched them explode with indifference. When peace came he was in Milan, billeted in the house of an innkeeper with a courtyard, flowers in tubs, little tables in the open, daughters making hats, and to Lucrezia, the younger daughter, he became engaged one evening when the panic was on him — that he could not feel.

· Septimus was an officer but he read Shakespeare and used to like flowers because he was an artist. That is why his beautiful spirit cannot stand the war. When we speak about the cause of his illness and his psychological disturbance, we will find that Septimus’s best friend Evans was killed in the war. 

· We notice that there is no direct relation between the sentences; this is the stream of consciousness technique. This is the internal monologue.  

· When he lost his friend and saw him die, Septimus was shell shocked and lost concentration. One of the negative influences of war was that Septimus could no longer feel anything. 

he was assured of safety; he had a refuge. But he could not sit there all night. There were moments of waking in the early morning. The bed was falling; he was falling.

· He went to the garden, to nature, to the beautiful place, but he could not feel and can’t sleep at night. 
· On page 99: 
At tea Rezia told him that Mrs. Filmer’s daughter was expecting a baby. SHE could not grow old and have no children! She was very lonely, she was very unhappy! She cried for the first time since they were married. Far away he heard her sobbing; he heard it accurately, he noticed it distinctly; he compared it to a piston thumping. But he felt nothing.

· We see the negative influence of the war. Rezia cared about nothing but Septimus; she loved her husband. Septimus also was a flower loving person. She cried for the first time but he was gone, he was not there. We feel pathos for them; we feel sympathy and compassion towards them. Pathos teaches us to be good and compassionate with each other when we see the suffering of others. 
At last, with a melodramatic gesture which he assumed mechanically and with complete consciousness of its insincerity, he dropped his head on his hands. Now he had surrendered; now other people must help him. People must be sent for. He gave in…

outraged Miss Isabel Pole, and was so pocked and marked with vice that women shuddered when they saw him in the street. The verdict of human nature on such a wretch was death.

· We see the negative influence of the war that Septimus lost his care for others. 
He opened Shakespeare — Antony and Cleopatra; pushed Shakespeare aside. Some hobby, said Dr. Holmes, for did he not owe his own excellent health (and he worked as hard as any man in London) to the fact that he could always switch off from his patients on to old furniture? And what a very pretty comb, if he might say so, Mrs. Warren Smith was wearing!

· Septimus lost his interest in Shakespeare. This is one of the influences of war on him. He was thinking of killing himself. 
He had actually talked of killing himself to his wife, quite a girl, a foreigner, wasn’t she?

Their only chance was to escape, without letting Holmes know; to Italy — anywhere, anywhere, away from Dr. Holmes.

But Rezia could not understand him. Dr. Holmes was such a kind man. He was so interested in Septimus. He only wanted to help them, he said. He had four little children and he had asked her to tea, she told Septimus.
·  The doctor said that Septimus should be kept in an asylum. But Septimus thought that the only chance was escaping to Italy. 
So he was deserted. The whole world was clamouring: Kill yourself, kill yourself, for our sakes. But why should he kill himself for their sakes? Food was pleasant; the sun hot; and this killing oneself, how does one set about it, with a table knife, uglily, with floods of blood,— by sucking a gaspipe? He was too weak; he could scarcely raise his hand.

· He was thinking of which way to kill himself. His wife tried to convince him but she failed.
She had had to buy the roses, Rezia said, from a poor man in the street. But they were almost dead already, she said, arranging the roses.

So there was a man outside; Evans presumably; and the roses, which Rezia said were half dead, had been picked by him in the fields of Greece. “Communication is health; communication is happiness, communication —” he muttered.

· After a few pages:
It was a case of complete breakdown — complete physical and nervous breakdown, with every symptom in an advanced stage, he ascertained in two or three minutes (writing answers to questions, murmured discreetly, on a pink card).

How long had Dr. Holmes been attending him?

Six weeks.

Prescribed a little bromide? Said there was nothing the matter? Ah yes (those general practitioners! thought Sir William. It took half his time to undo their blunders. Some were irreparable).

“You served with great distinction in the War?”

The patient repeated the word “war” interrogatively.

He was attaching meanings to words of a symbolical kind. A serious symptom, to be noted on the card.

“The War?” the patient asked. The European War — that little shindy of schoolboys with gunpowder? Had he served with distinction? He really forgot. In the War itself he had failed.

“Yes, he served with the greatest distinction,” Rezia assured the doctor; “he was promoted.”

“And they have the very highest opinion of you at your office?” Sir William murmured, glancing at Mr. Brewer’s very generously worded letter. “So that you have nothing to worry you, no financial anxiety, nothing?”

He had committed an appalling crime and been condemned to death by human nature.

· Septimus is so affected by the war to the extent that he lost concentration. Septimus wanted to leave the war, but he had to obey his commanders. 
Her husband was very seriously ill, Sir William said. Did he threaten to kill himself?

Oh, he did, she cried. But he did not mean it, she said. Of course not. It was merely a question of rest, said Sir William; of rest, rest, rest; a long rest in bed. There was a delightful home down in the country where her husband would be perfectly looked after. Away from her? she asked. Unfortunately, yes; the people we care for most are not good for us when we are ill. But he was not mad, was he? Sir William said he never spoke of “madness”; he called it not having a sense of proportion. But her husband did not like doctors. He would refuse to go there. Shortly and kindly Sir William explained to her the state of the case.

· Septimus’s condition was very serious. He had schizophrenia. He refused to go to the asylum. 
· On page 155:

· Virginia Woolf divided the novel into chapters because it is similar to life with its chapters. She represents what is going on exactly in the mind of her characters. 

Rezia, sitting at the table twisting a hat in her hands, watched him; saw him smiling. He was happy then. But she could not bear to see him smiling. It was not marriage; it was not being one’s husband to look strange like that, always to be starting, laughing, sitting hour after hour silent, or clutching her and telling her to write. The table drawer was full of those writings; about war; about Shakespeare; about great discoveries; how there is no death. Lately he had become excited suddenly for no reason… He knew everything! That man, his friend who was killed, Evans, had come, he said. He was singing behind the screen. She wrote it down just as he spoke it. Some things were very beautiful; others sheer nonsense. And he was always stopping in the middle, changing his mind; wanting to add something; hearing something new; listening with his hand up.

· She sees her husband smiling at nothing and telling her to write things. He would get excited for no real cause. Rezia was afraid of his psychological case because she is not used to find him in such situation. 
And once they found the girl who did the room reading one of these papers in fits of laughter. It was a dreadful pity. For that made Septimus cry out about human cruelty — how they tear each other to pieces. The fallen, he said, they tear to pieces. “Holmes is on us,” he would say, and he would invent stories about Holmes; Holmes eating porridge; Holmes reading Shakespeare — making himself roar with laughter or rage, for Dr. Holmes seemed to stand for something horrible to him. “Human nature,” he called him. Then there were the visions. He was drowned, he used to say, and lying on a cliff with the gulls screaming over him.

· The room maid saw what Septimus wrote and went into fits of laughter. Septimus became very sad and was so emotional when he saw this. 
· We see the unrelated thoughts that come to his mind. Septimus was upset with Holmes because he wanted to take him away and separate him from his wife. Although he is ill and unbalanced, yet he is a loving husband. Separation was so bad to him. 
· On page 162:
She had never seen him wild or drunk, only suffering sometimes through this terrible war, but even so, when she came in, he would put it all away…

But he remembered Bradshaw said, “The people we are most fond of are not good for us when we are ill.” Bradshaw said, he must be taught to rest. Bradshaw said they must be separated.

“Must,” “must,” why “must”? What power had Bradshaw over him? “What right has Bradshaw to say ‘must’ to me?” he demanded.

“It is because you talked of killing yourself,” said Rezia. (Mercifully, she could now say anything to Septimus.)

· Virginia Woolf was sensitive and killed herself due to the suffering from the influences of the war. She saw that modern civilization had been destroyed. She felt sorry for humanity because she lived in the spirit, like most men of letters, artists who appreciate of nature, literature…etc. All beauty in life is from God. The spirit appreciates beauty and beauty is divine. Artists are beautiful at heart, but the destruction of the war shattered their world. 
· Septimus was like an artist and that’s why his spirit was fragile. Septimus was in love with his wife but they had to be separated. 
· On the next page:
And, she said, nothing should separate them. She sat down beside him and called him by the name of that hawk or crow which being malicious and a great destroyer of crops was precisely like him. No one could separate them, she said.

Then she got up to go into the bedroom to pack their things, but hearing voices downstairs and thinking that Dr. Holmes had perhaps called, ran down to prevent him coming up.

Septimus could hear her talking to Holmes on the staircase.

“My dear lady, I have come as a friend,” Holmes was saying.

“No. I will not allow you to see my husband,” she said.

He could see her, like a little hen, with her wings spread barring his passage. But Holmes persevered.

“My dear lady, allow me . . .” Holmes said, putting her aside (Holmes was a powerfully built man).

Holmes was coming upstairs. Holmes would burst open the door. Holmes would say “In a funk, eh?” Holmes would get him. But no; not Holmes; not Bradshaw. Getting up rather unsteadily, hopping indeed from foot to foot, he considered Mrs. Filmer’s nice clean bread knife with “Bread” carved on the handle. Ah, but one mustn’t spoil that. The gas fire? But it was too late now. Holmes was coming. Razors he might have got, but Rezia, who always did that sort of thing, had packed them. There remained only the window, the large Bloomsbury-lodging house window, the tiresome, the troublesome, and rather melodramatic business of opening the window and throwing himself out.

· He was a loving husband and she was a loving wife. She didn’t want them to be separated from each other. This is emotional and pathetic to the readers. 
· The doctor is coming to take Septimus to an asylum. We feel sorry and sympathetic for the couple; we feel pathos because this is a pathetic scene. 
· Rezia wanted to prevent the doctor from coming up to take Septimus to the asylum. 
· We notice the stream of consciousness in the unrelated thoughts in the mind of Septimus. He thinks which way to kill himself and then he decides to jump off the window. 
But he would wait till the very last moment. He did not want to die. Life was good. The sun hot. Only human beings — what did THEY want? Coming down the staircase opposite an old man stopped and stared at him. Holmes was at the door. “I’ll give it you!” he cried, and flung himself vigorously, violently down on to Mrs. Filmer’s area railings.
· This is a pathetic situation. Septimus killed himself because he did not want to be separated from his wife. 
· At the end of the novel: 

A young man (that is what Sir William is telling Mr. Dalloway) had killed himself. He had been in the army.” Oh! thought Clarissa, in the middle of my party, here’s death, she thought.

· Bradshaw mentions the death of Septimus as a topic for talking. 
· Flowers, trees and Shakespeare are recurring symbols in the novel and are all associated with love. The characters in the novel are affected by these symbols: we have Mrs. Dalloway, Septimus, and Rezia his wife. These three characters love flower, trees and Shakespeare. When Clarissa speaks about Shakespeare Bradshaw says that he is illicit and immoral. 
· In the novel we have this contrast between life and death, between natural love and principles. 
· Septimus, Mrs. Dalloway and Rezia are protagonists, whereas Mr. Dalloway and Bradshaw are antagonists. The difference between Mrs. Dalloway and Septimus is that she protects himself while Septimus failed to protect himself. 
IMP: questions will be in three parts:

1- The first part is two quotations to choose only one

2- The second part is on The Portrait of a Lady (two questions to choose one)

3- The third part is on Mrs. Dalloway (two questions to choose one)
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