The 'Prologue' in She Stoops to Conquer
1.      The way Woodward dressed in at the opening of the Prologue is very significant:  "dressed in black"  as in a funeral "and holding a Handkerchief to his eyes"  weeping for the loss of comedy.
2.      The beginning of the Prologue shows the exaggeration in doing things , referring to the sentimental comedy of those days : "I can't yet speak- I'm crying now – and have been all the week!"
3.      The irony becomes clearer in the following lines when he answers the question: "Would you know the reason why I'm crying?"
-          "The Comic muse, long sick, is now a-dying!"
-          If the muse dies, it will cause a big loss for Mr. Woodward .  Because he will not be able as a sentimental actor, without the help of the muse, to do his job and cry on stage. Therefore, he will be jobless. This is why it is rather, for him, to lose his "head" than to lose the muse.
4.      He tries to change to moral plays , but he fails. While ironically says " To make you laugh I must play tragedy" referring to sentimental comedy.
5.      Suggesting that the muse needs a doctor and it will be well again:
A doctor comes this night to shew his skill.
To cheer her heart, and give your muscles motion,
-          The doctor is the dramatist Oliver Goldsmith, who is coming to save the English comedy, and
             to make you laugh.
-          If you accept his medicine( if you laughed)  the muse will be cured ( a new revival for English comedy).




 
In the Prologue, Goldsmith discusses the deterioration of the English comedy due to the silly subjects and treatments of the sentimental comedy of the time. He suggests himself as a saver. He informs the audience that they are going to experience a different type of comedy, which he claims that it will be much better than what they are used to. He even claims that his play will start a new era in English drama.
 
 
        Read Act V  especially pages 78 to the end
         The climax on page 80 when he Marlow is  faced by his reality; when everything is revealed and unfolded.
        Read the epilogues carefully.
-          The first is on the tongue of Miss Hardcastle who summarizes her whole issue:
She stooped (pretended to be a barmaid from a lower class) in order  to conquer (to conquer the heart of Marlow), and succeeded to gain his heart and to win a husband "without the aid from dress": referring to the fact that she won a good husband for her good personality not for her family name or richness.
-          The second is read by Tony.
 

