EASTER

      This poem is written in a very simple language. The poem starts with the narrator who talks about those heroes as he declared them to be heroes. There is the theme of transformation of change that is going through the whole poem because those people were ordinary people who were nationalists trying to create a change in the history of their country from a colonized country into a free, independent one. That is why the theme of Transformation is one of the major themes in the poems. 


I HAVE met them at close of day
 Coming with vivid faces
From counter or desk among grey
Eighteenth-century houses.

     The speaker here speaks in a conversational method. He is talking about those rebels that he met them at close of a day which connotes the end of life. Those people have faces that are full of life and enthusiasm. Some of them are returning from their work and others come through these gray eighteen century houses. The reference to the gray colour which is a gray colour connotes to their end. Those houses were old buildings in Dublin. Those old buildings refer to the roots of the Irish people. The buildings are very old as the Irish people having deep roots in this country. 



I have passed with a nod of the head
Or polite meaningless words,
Or have lingered awhile and said
Polite meaningless words,

    The speaker here speaks about how he met those on his way. It is a friendly kind of meeting. The speaker does not know those people in a friendly turn, but he is acquainted with these people. The repetition of “polite meaningless words” shows that they are not important to Yeats as he does not have a deep friendship or a relation with them. They were insignificant to him. 

And thought before I had done
Of a mocking tale or a gibe
To please a companion
Around the fire at the club,

      Again he refers that he could make a joke or spoken few words, but he is not deeply involved with those people. He refers to the arts club and the society of Dublin. 

Being certain that they and I
But lived where motley is worn:

     The connection between Yeats and those people is that they are Irish people. They have the same common roots. The word ‘motley’ is a traditional dress. The speaker here is cynical. It is a traditional fools dress. All of them are Irish people and also concerned about their independence. 

All changed, changed utterly:
A terrible beauty is born.

     This normal style of life has changed. The terrible beauty is the uprising, because it had bloodshed. Bloodshed is ugly, but out of it beauty has emerged which is the beauty of unity. Unity of the Irish people was born. This is the main theme of the poem. 

     In the first stanza, Yeats starts by describing the mood of weariness, the grayness, the mockery he felt before those men. He did not consider those men as significant before the uprising. After they started to make a change, they became more of value and worth.

Second Stanza:
That woman's days were spent
In ignorant good-will,
Her nights in argument
Until her voice grew shrill.

       In the second stanza, Yeats here celebrates the leaders of this uprising by naming each one and talking about him. Before the uprising, they were insignificant to him. He changes information not on those people, but also on Yeats himself. The woman here is Constance and the daughter of Gore Booth was one member of the uprising.  He is talking about her. That woman spends her days in ignorant good will means that she spends her days in hard work of charity.  While in the night, she transforms into another person, a person who demand for independence and liberty. He describes her as a singing bird who sings for liberty till his voice becomes shrill. 

     During the day, she was a woman of good win. She was doing charitable works and she was not known for doing that. At night, she was different person. She was like a singing bird. She was singing for liberty. Those people leading the uprising were ordinary, but now they became legendary figures. This woman was a significant woman of doing charity during the day and at night she was arguing and debating, inviting others to argue about the fate of Ireland. 

What voice more sweet than hers
When, young and beautiful,
She rode to harriers?
This man had kept a school

     Harriers was a reference to hunter with hound. She looks as a normal ordinary woman, but this appearance was deceptive, because underneath that simple, ordinary woman there is a revolutionary woman who demanded the liberty of the Irish people. 

     The first legendary figure that Yeats speaks about is Constance Markiewicz, a woman of charity, a peaceful innocent woman who was doing charity during the day and at night she was arguing and debating, inviting others to argue about the fate of Ireland. The second one is this man.
    

This man had kept a school
And rode our winged horse;
 
     The second leader is Patrick Pearse who is a school master, a lawyer, a poet and president of the republic for the few days leading up through his captain for the British troops in the Dublin post office. He was a teacher and a man of education and “winged horse” refers to his poetic creativity. He was the leader of the group and he was shot.

This other his helper and friend
Was coming into his force;
He might have won fame in the end,
So sensitive his nature seemed,
So daring and sweet his thought.

     The second one is Thomas Magdina who is a poet, a dramatist, and a critic and English professor at the University of Dublin. This man and Patrick Pearse were the leaders and actively involved in Irish fight for independence. Pearse was the leader and the other is his helper. In ordinary life, both of them were educated people, people of literature and they had transformed into leader for the independence of the Ireland. 

     Here, one could feel that Yeats really referring to the humanity of those people. They are not only revolutionary people, but also human beings.  They were looking for independence and that was the change. Those common people changed to become legendry figures as they wanted to affect the change in their society. 


This other man I had dreamed
A drunken, vainglorious lout.
He had done most bitter wrong
To some who are near my heart,
Yet I number him in the song;

     John MacBride was the husband of Maud Gonne. She favored this man because she was a revolutionary woman who was looking for the independence of her country. She favored him because she felt that John could fulfill that dream for her. Yeats was against violence. Although Yeats was jealous of him, he praised him as one of the legendary heroes. He refers to MacBride’s state as a drunken and worked as a nursery. He did not treat Maud Gonne as she deserves. Even though he felt that John does not deserve the praise, he deserved to be celebrated as a legendary hero. Yeats recognized him as a hero because he created change.

He, too, has resigned his part
In the casual comedy;
He, too, has been changed in his turn,
Transformed utterly:
A terrible beauty is born.

     He refers to the theme of immobility and change as a comedy even though it is tragic because of the death of these people. The world is referred to as a comedy here, because there was joy at the end which is the unity and gaining of independence. The transformation occurs from those revolutionary Irish people who were weak earlier. However, there became united together and they decided to make this rising and become stronger. Unity here changed them from being weak into strong people and created this unity among all of the other Irish people.  

     MacBride, Maud Gonne’s husband also completely changed from being a drunken and a bad person, from irresponsible person into a responsible part and has a part in the uprising, from an ordinary, insignificant person into a leader. There is also a repetition of the same line of the theme of the birth of the “terrible beauty” as a refrain. 

     In the second stanza, one could feel that the poet is trying to convey the imperfect figures of those heroes. They are ordinary human beings, but because of their unity for the love of their country Ireland, they transformed and changed to become heroes, legendary figures that they deserved to be considered as martyrs. 

Third Stanza: 
Hearts with one purpose alone
Through summer and winter seem
Enchanted to a stone
To trouble the living stream.

     In the third stanza, there is a beautiful image. There is a metaphor here. These hearts are like a stone, united together. This stone does not stop the water, but it disturbs the flow of the stream. That is because it is stable and strong. It does not move, so the hearts of those people are compared to a stone to indicate stability. The different seasons show the different hearts as they are people of different roots, ideas and conceptions, but they have one aim and one goal. All of these hearts are united through summer and winter seasons. The stone here is a symbol of stability. The stone does not move and that shows the theme of immobility and stability. The stream here is flowing and it refers to change and what remains is the stone. The stone is immobile and stable. 

     The hearts of these people are like the stone in the middle of this stream as they are fighting because they are demanding the freedom and independence of their country. Hearts have one purpose along with summer and winter seasons. Time is passing as England promised Ireland to give it its Liberation and then it delayed it. However, those young rebels were united together and they are determined to gain their independence. They fought against the reluctance of England. 

The horse that comes from the road.
The rider, the birds that range
From cloud to tumbling cloud,
Minute by minute they change;
A shadow of cloud on the stream
Changes minute by minute;
A horse-hoof slides on the brim,
And a horse plashes within it;
The long-legged moor-hens dive,
And hens to moor-cocks call;
Minute by minute they live:
The stone's in the midst of all.

     All of these sights and scenes continuously represent change. For example, the horse is an animal with its rider pass by the stream from the road, they disturb the water and then they move. They do not stand in the stream to disturb its flowing. Also the birds that move from one place to another according to the four seasons similar to the clouds do not stop. The clouds could reflect some shadows but then they move and they are not stable. They are changing minute by minute. The ‘brim’ is the edge of the stream. There is a disturbance, but this disturbance is not permanent but temporary.  Even the moor hens and he refers to cocks that is a reference of breeding off springs and changing. 

     Among all these, the stone is a hero here, because it fights change and the flowing stream. One feels the heroism of the stone here, because the stone here represents permanence. Actually, the stone represents Ireland itself as the Irish landscape is a mountains area. There are no plenty o fields, most of land is filled with rocks. Farmers find a lot of difficulty in planting. The stone is a very central symbol of the poem. It refers to the demand of the Irish people looking for their own freedom and independence. It represents a state of constancy.

Too long a sacrifice
Can make a stone of the heart.
O when may it suffice?
 
     Sacrifice is another major theme in the poem. Sacrifice connotes an imagery of death, because those Irish rebels who rose against the British in the uprising. They knew for sure that they are going to face death, but this is a kind of sacrifice that they will be pleased to offer for the independence of their country.
     It is a very long sacrifice that they had taken a very long time fighting against the British in order to gain their independence, but at the end they gained it. The word sacrifice is a common word that is going o be found in the Irish literature. The sacrifices made these hearts like a stone- strong and solid. The poet asks when this will end as the Irish people sacrificed a lot because they are fighting against the difficulty of life like the shortage of food, the shortage of money and being controlled by others. The speaker here asks this question when the suffering would end.

That is Heaven's part, our part
To murmur name upon name,
As a mother names her child
When sleep at last has come
On limbs that had run wild.

     The speaker cannot answer this question.  His part as a poet, the thing that he can do is, he can sing only of those legendary figures and their sacrifices in order to immortalize them in his work. Sleep is a metaphor for death. All the Irish people have suffered a lot, but they are waiting for that day. What is his duty is to sing for them to immortalize their names.

What is it but nightfall?
No, no, not night but death;
Was it needless death after all?
For England may keep faith
For all that is done and said.

     Yeats here is very upset because these rebels died, their end was inevitable and he did not like the way they ended their lives, but this is something that he cannot do anything about it. The English parliament has passed an act for home rule in Ireland in 1913. It was in the beginning of the World war, but when the war started, they delayed it. The cause of the uprising was because of the delay to get the Irish people or rebels felt that England is not going to fulfill her promises for them. 

We know their dream; enough
To know they dreamed and are dead;
And what if excess of love
Bewildered them till they died?
I write it out in a verse -
MacDonagh and MacBride
And Connolly and Pearse
Now and in time to be,
Wherever green is worn,
Are changed, changed utterly:
A terrible beauty is born. 

     The dream is for the rebels to get the liberty. Love of Ireland it the cause that ended their lives. They became parts of Ireland’s legends and history. Green is actually is the Irish national colour. This is a kind of a patriotic moment. The conflict has not ended between Ireland and Britain, but the uprising made a kind of change which is uniting the Irish people and out of this horrible incident, beauty is born which is the unity of the Irish people. 

     One notices that in the fourth stanza, there is a kind of a debate in the poet’s mind between the rights and wrongs of using his own personal feelings and the other rebels’ feelings as a cause and whether this cause which is the love of Ireland is enough to make the people sacrifice their lives for the country to start the beginning of independence. The debate is felt through the questions and answers that the poet provides. 
     

The poem is simple, and it was from a collection. It was written in 1916 and published in 1921. The poem belongs to the collection of Micheal Roberts and the Dancer. In the poem, Yeats here created this poem about human politics. In this poem, he attempts to create a kind of a balance between the complexities of issues and sentiments. He celebrates the dead, trying to make them legendary figures. He is very sorry for the bloodshed and violence that happened. 

    Yeats in his poem used four varied sections for stanzas. The stanzas are not balanced. Stanza one and three are 16 lines and stanza two and four are 24 lines. In the first, second and the fourth there is a repetition of the refrain “Terrible beauty is born”. The third stanza which talks about the heart and the stone, the refrain is not used in it. 

     Yeats is fascinated by half rhymes and Pararhymes. In this poem, he used a successive kind of a quatrain abab cdcd and so on. He also sometimes used Off rhymes. Notice the conversational tune that Yeats employed in his poem as he was speaking and praising those legendary figures. 

     The language is colloquial, but at the same time it is elevated and especially in the section about the heart, because it keeps the idealism that is involved in the poem. It is idealizing those legendary figures. The lines are very short with plenty of repetitions, alliterations, assonants, consonants and all of these physical devices. 

     
In the poem there are so varied themes: sacrifice, change, the main theme of unity and so many other themes that are related together, because they are talking about a significant point. 
     
Notice how the character of the poem is direct to the point, because Easter 1916 is the uprising that occurred that is known as Easter Uprising and 16 members were shot. 

