There are two theories discussed in "Ion" an article written by Plato 

· theory of inspiration 

- theory of Imitation= that poetry is an imitation 

The Theory of  inspiration:

We have two kinds of inspiration:

  1-  Divine inspiration

2-Human inspiration
The poet takes the words of god by Muse= this is divine inspiration The words of poetry are not the words of the poet. They are inspired to him by the god of poetry. He sends those words to the poet. There are 9 muses of art. They carried the inspiration from god to the poets. The words would be divine words because they are sent from God to the poets through the muses.

But when the poet tells it to rhapsode, then to people by rhapsode, this is human inspiration. 

The State of the poet: 
The poet is unconscious during the process of inspiration. This state of unconsciousness is called by Plato; half mad-half prophet. Poets are out of their senses while receiving this inspiration, but after receiving it, they come back to their senses. So he considers the poets half prophet because the words they say are the words of god. The poet is carrying the message from God to the people. The poet is not a full prophet, but half prophet.
The relation between the poet, the rhapsode and the audience:
The relation between those who are involved in the act of inspiration is like a magnetic chain. The chain is made of rings that are connected to the one before it and the one after it. 
· The Muse take the inspiration from god to the poet, 
· the poet takes the words of god to the rhapsode.
·  Then the rhapsode takes them to the audience. Each one in the ring is connected to the ring, takes and gives from it. It is like a magnet that attracts the rings of the chain. Every ring takes from the power of the magnet and gives it to the other.
We have three main points:
1- The nature of inspiration; 
poetry is as magnetic chain. Poetry comes as a result of magnetic chain.

The god of poetry is at the beginning of the chain- comes at the top of the chain. This chain which is full of poetry has a certain power. God has the power to give certain ideas to people. God does not give people directly what he wants to say. It has to go through 
· the Muses,
· the poets,
· the. Rhapsode 
This is the chain.

The chain has to be connected at the two sides. Being connected at the two points, according to Plato, this chain is magnetized. It has the power to attract.

God is at the top. He is the stone of the magnet, the original stone. And then from God of poetry, each piece distracts another piece. Some pieces take the power of the magnet. It became magnetized. It can carry some certain qualities of the original magnet. It has the power to attract another piece. The new piece takes from this piece. The magnet gives power to each part of the chain; each piece takes the power from the piece before it and gives it to the piece after it. Each part of the chain requires the magnetic power. If we take one piece of the chain, the whole chain will lose power. Only when it is connected, it has the power. 

How can we apply this to poetry accordion to Plato?

He says that the original stone which has the magnetic power is the god of poetry. This god gives some of his power to the Muse. He orders the Muse to carry certain message to the poet. So the poet receives this message from the Muse. He receives it through inspiration. 

He believes that the poet goes to a certain place, the fountain of the Muses then he receives the inspiration. 

When the poet receives this inspiration, he becomes possessed. He has the power now. He receives and he gives. He will give poetry to the rhapsode.  The rhapsode while receiving, he is also inspired, magnetized. He is part of the magnet. He receives poetry from the poet through inspiration and he gives it to the audience again through inspiration. When the audience sit and hear the poetry of the rhapsode, they are inspired.
2- The state of inspiration: 
The poet while he is receiving inspiration, he is possessed. Something comes to him and makes him out of his sense, out of his mind. While receiving inspiration, the poet is out of his mind. 

After receiving inspiration, after he has the poem, he wakes up. He comes back to his sense and acts normally, as a normal human being. 

Only while he is receiving inspiration, he is unconscious, out of his mind. This is what Plato calls of being half-mad. 

After receiving inspiration he recalls his mind again. He is not all the time mad and he is not all the time conscious. 

He is mad while receiving inspiration. He regains his consciousness. He becomes sane again, he controls his mind again. 

He is not all the time mad and he is not all the time conscious. He is half-mad.

Since the words received are the words of god, he is like the messenger. He carries the words of God to people. 

A prophet is all the time prophet. All the time, he speaks the words of god, but the poet tells the words of god only when he is reciting poetry. He is not all the time telling the words of god. He is not all the time conscious of the messages of god. He is not a full time messenger, not a full time prophet. 

What Plato calls for this is that the poet is half mad, half prophet.

He is not all the time mad, he is not all the time prophet. He is half when he is unconscious when he receives inspiration. After that he regains his consciousness and becomes sane.

Also when he is reciting the words of god, he is a messenger, half prophet. When he stops saying poetry, and talks to people normally, he is a normal human being. He comes back to his nature. 

This is the theory of inspiration; that poetry is inspiration.
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