Second Semester



Civilization (1)
Fourth Year
The Tudors and the Stuarts:  
The Tudors is the most important dynasty that has ever ruled England. We will study how did they move from the Middle Ages, from a very weak nation to a strong one.  Before the Tudors, the English nation was inferior to the French, to the Spanish, and to the Italians. They raised in terms of importance, in terms of influence until they became a great empire. These two dynasties starts with Henry VII , moves through Henry VIII  to his eldest daughter Mary, then to his second daughter Elizabeth. The state of Virginia was discovered by the English people during the reign of Queen Elizabeth. Elizabeth died childless. United States was colonized by Britain. Stuarts did not add up a lot to the greatness of England, but the greatness of England was founded during the reign of the Tudors. 
The advent of the Tudors to the English scene: 
Last semester closed with the civil war or the War of Roses going on. We could not talk about a certain king. There was a state of complete chaos. 
The social structure:
During the high feudal era, the social structure was ruled by the concept of feudalism, but toward the middle and the later medieval ages, things started to change into what is being called Bastard feudalism. 

Bastard feudalism: 

When we talk about the feudal society, we talk about the relation between a lord and a vassal .The means of exchange of this relation is for the vassal to offer a service for his lord, and in return the lord will grant him apiece of land. This is the feudal structure of the English society. 

We also talked about the need of the kings to ever-ready professional soldiers who are capable of defeating, professional and stronger opponents, that is why, they started to have the mercenaries replacing the knights. So, what caused this transference from feudalism to bastard feudalism is the need of the monarchs to an ever- ready group of soldiers to fight their opponents. 

Bastard feudalism connotes corruption. In addition to corruption, we talk about a kind of relation, as instead of a lord and a vassal, we have a master and a man. They are related through their need to each other. The English society has a military nature, because every lord has his own army. 
· According to feudalism, the knight will offer his lord the service of fighting, the lord in return will grant him a piece of land. 
· According to bastard feudalism, the man will offer his master a kind of service, and the master in return will give him cash money.
So the relation has changed, because the means of exchange has changed also. The essence of the relation between the lord and the vassal is loyalty. The knight has a sense of honour towards his lord. When we talk the relation between the master and man, we talk a bout a lot of people who are related to a central figure through patronage. Once the patron stops to pay his men the money, they are not bound to him by any sense of loyalty or honor. This partakes to the disintegration of the English society. Before, the English society was tightly integrated and related to each other, but bastard feudalism helps towards the disintegration of the English society, as instead of an integrated society, we have loosely related society, loosely structured society. What prompted the need of the monarch to an ever-standing army is their wars with Scotland, wars with France, and the civil wars. 
The government and the political state of England:
During the 15th century, the English government got very weak. We had series of outbreaks of plagues. Plague didn’t cease throughout the 15th and the 16th century; it didn’t stop until the 17th century. This has its effect on the English population; it was decreased to a scary number. The social decrease of the English population and the bastard feudalism were because of the wars and plague. This chaos had its own effect on the government and the way it worked. So the government was not working properly because of the wars, because of the plague, and because of the reduction of the population. 
During the 15th century, England witnessed a political collapse:
The Cause of this political collapse:

· The spiritual Malaise. Whatever was going on inside England affected the spirit of the people; it undermined their resistance. Some people get crushed by crises, others keep resisting them. Because of the long period of these crises, they affected the spirituality of the English people, undermining their spiritual strength. The spiritual malaise was caused by The War of Roses and the plague. 
· The atmosphere of general uncertainty towards the line of succession. People were not sure of who would be the king next..
Symptoms of spiritual malaise:  

· The lack of order and law. Each lord has its own army. 

· The weakness of the crown. 

So because of the decrease in the population, and because of the bastard feudalism, the political aspect was also deteriorating; it was declining to reach the stage of collapse. This did not mean the collapse of the government; there was a government, but it was not functioning probably. There were institutes; there were offices; there were departments, exchequer was still there as an office, chancellery was still there; and the parliament was still held, but at the decision of the king. The parliament didn’t function properly until the end of the 17th century. The House of Commons was established, but still the parliament didn’t work properly, because of this atmosphere of uncertainty. 

During the 15th century, there were two types of administrative systems:

· The first one is the government. When we talk about the government, we talk about the offices, the departments, the institutes, the chancellery, the exchequer and the Courts of Common Law. All of these institutions were not functioning properly. 
· The second administrative system is The Royal Household. The Royal Household existed during the 16th century. Most of the financial decisions would be taken in that The Royal Household in what is called “The Chamber” or “The Wardrobe”. This means centralizing the issue of the government more and more. 

The Great seal: 
When the government issue a certain order, they need to have a stamp or a sealing, they used The Great Seal. 
The Privy Seal: 
The division in the administrative system entailed the existence of another seal that would be kept at The Royal Household. They called it the Privy Seal. The privy Seal would be kept at the Royal Household, as whenever they issue an order, they need to have it sealed to prove its authenticity. They would meet at the Royal Household to discuss financial issues even though all the accounts would be kept at the exchequer. 
Henry of Tudors

 By the advent of Henry of Tudors, there was government and the institutions were functioning, except that their function was weak. 

The crown throughout The War of Roses was very weak in opposition to the very strong opponent, namely The Magnates. The parliament would be held at the call of the king, and they would take whatever the king says.
The Franchises

 Something else that participated to the collapse of the situation in England during the 15th century was franchises. When we talk about franchises, we talk about certain rights and immunities enjoyed by certain people or group or by social bodies. For example, we have municipal guilds; all the municipal guilds are related to the wool and the textile industry. Through this set of regulations and laws, they have certain rights to raise the price of wool; the government has no right to change it. Once they raise prices, they won't be punished. This affects the trade and the industry of wool.
There are certain individuals who had these franchises, certain lords.  They had the right to have their own courts; and they are immune to royal jurisdiction. If a verdict was issued against of any of these people, they won't yield to this verdict, because they have the immunity. This immunity caused a lot of corruption and injustice inside England. Because of the chaos and lack of supervision, every body would claim that he has the franchise. The franchise is a grant from the king.  
The church had the greatest franchise that England has ever seen.   

· They had the right to offer sanctuary to whoever they like.

· The law of benefit for the clergymen. Any clergyman who commits any kind of offenses will be excused for the first time. By clergymen, we mean clergymen in order such as archbishops and bishops, not rectors and parsons. 
· The church in England has its own law; it was a state within a state, because the Church of England belongs to the Church of Rome. 
Quo Warranto:-
During the reign of Edward I, he issued a proceeding called “Quo Warranto” in order to limit the franchises. “Quo Warranto” means by what warrant you claim. This is a proceeding that was aimed at restricting the usage of the franchises. 
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