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Drama (11a) 
Fourth Year
*Look Back in Anger* by John Osborne
· Osborne succeeded in making the male character in the play a very complex individual. He has personal failures and obsessions; some obsessions he had inherited from his childhood and home. His mother betrayed his father and this caused the father to die young, and the family lived in poverty. All of this accumulated in his psychology and made him psychologically disturbed. Jimmy is very outspoken and he uses logic and common sense, and on top of all this, he is a malcontent character. He keeps on attacking and satirizing people who come in front of him, or those who choose not to befriend him or support his cause. This makes Jimmy Porter a very complex character. He is prominently concerned with his time; he expresses many of the concerns of his time. 

· What were the main concerns of the working class in his time? 
· The working class were deprived of their rights. They could not achieve their desires and aspirations. And they could not find prominent jobs. They were deprived of employment, recognition and so on. 
· John Osborne seems to identify with Jimmy’s sense of disillusionment (الحقيقة العارية) and not being deceived by any kind of sweet talking; everything to Jimmy becomes crystal clear as it is to Mr. Osborne the playwright. Corruption, hypocrisy and deception of the upper middleclass which dominates or controls the working force. So, Jimmy has no more illusions, and wishes to draw attention to the difficulties that one cannot overcome, such as what the collapse (إنحدار و تدهور و إنحسار) of the assured values has brought to the younger group of educated Britons who emerged in the postwar period. No more values. What dominates the scene is hypocrisy, corruption and deception, and the people are disillusioned; they have discussed the truth about the government and that it is incapable of controlling, correcting or reforming the political regime, and it could not do anything to reform the social system. That’s why they have become very angry young men. 
· Jimmy’s demand to be heard is related to the main theme of the play. his call is a call from the heart. It represents all young men, not only in Britain, but all over the world. That’s why the play becomes universal in its theme, because this young man is calling loudly and asking to be recognized and not ignored. This theme is based on the main conflict between the individual and society. The family of Jimmy’s wife represents the upper middleclass that dominates society. Jimmy wants the upper class and those in charge of the government and of establishments to hear his call that he wants to be recognized. His demand is a reflection of his desire to be needed; he wants his society to need him. When an individual thinks their society need them this inflates their ego; it makes you someone who is needed sought and searched, someone who is significant. But they need Jimmy only in death, as when his friend needed him when his mother died. Because of this, he begins to think of himself as incapable of success and as associated with failure. Jimmy also speaks for every young man who is educated but cannot find a good job due to the domination of society and the exploitation of young men, and the corruption that is everywhere in establishments and institutions. Those young people feel unattached to their society or to any kind of cause. So, they feel disenchanted and cast off, which makes them disappointed. 
· Critics commented on Osborne’s haphazard way regarding his social theme because he jumps into conclusions and he jumps from one point to another. But he talks about problems that take place with the world individual as well as with a British individual. So many writers were realistic and spoke about social problems but they were not as successful as Osborne. But here, Look Back in Anger is more accepted as a revolutionary work of art because of its innovation and originality. The theme and the content of the play is original and innovative, and the form is, in a way, new too. Osborne introduced a new realistic setting by representing something that is very ordinary, like a very ordinary and poor flat with a gas-stove, an iron board and a chess of drawers. 
· Look Back in Anger is presenting itself in new ways and it expresses the time and place of the 1950’s, how? 
· What are the main problems that the play dealt with, or the problems that were popular at the time of the play?
· Unemployment, social problems, class discrimination or distinction. 
· Regarding the plot and action of the play:-
·  The audience are introduced to the events, situations and characters. By the end new characters emerge, like Helena, and push the action forward. Her arrival causes the fleeing of Alison with her father, and leaving of Cliff who finds out there is no need for his staying since he is not trying to bring them Alison and Jimmy together anymore because Alison has left. Helena stays with Jimmy and Alison comes back after she loses her baby on climax. The denouement or the resolution is that Alison and Jimmy are left alone to play their game of bears and squirrels in order to run away from their trouble. 
· Do you think that in the future, Jimmy and Alison are going to stay together? 
· One can never be sure that they are going to stay together because of the harsh attack of Jimmy on the family and class of Alison. And by the harsh attack Jimmy is destroying his marriage and love to Alison. Of course Jimmy loves Alison and that’s why he married her. But his attacks are going to happen again and again in the future. Also remember that Jimmy Porter had so many physical relations with women before he got married to Alison; he even had a relation with Helena, and before he got married he had a relation with a lady called Madeline that was 10 years older than him. That’s why we have our doubts regarding the relationship between Jimmy and Alison. 
· Does the play end with some kind of solution, or is the play an open end? 
· Do you think that Jimmy has a cause, and what does he want his wife to do? He has a revolutionary cause and he wants his wife to be with him. 
· Possible questions in the exam:- 
· Part A: answer two of the following questions:
1. Jimmy porter is considered as a spokesman of his age. 
2. Helena plays a very significant role in pushing the action forward. Discuss. Rather at the end of the last scene of Act I and in staying with Alison and her discussion and questions that reveal to us the personality or character of Jimmy Porter in Act II, and in the fleeing of Alison with her father in Act II, and the staying of Helena in the Jimmy’s house until Alison comes home. 
3. Vladimir and Estragon are disabled physically and spiritually. Discuss giving examples. 
4. Both Waiting for Godot and Look Back in Anger have an open ending or a circular end. Discuss and comment giving examples from both plays. 
· Part B, write in an essay form on one of the following questions:
· Look Back in Anger is a revolutionary play. Discuss. 
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