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   We will talk about Tom and Maggie after establishing the background of these characters. Let's see the portrayal of these characters. 
What factors affected the portrayal of these characters? 
Concerning Tom, by the time he gets back
Chapter 6

The Aunts and Uncles are coming  
We are in the 60s of the 19th century, where Darwinism was very popular. 
Maggie's power of sacrifice did not extend so far; indeed, I fear she cared less that Tom should enjoy the utmost possible amount of puff, than that he should be pleased with her for giving him the best bit.
So she shut her eyes quite close, till Tom told her to "say which,"
and then she said, "Left hand." 

"You've got it," said Tom, in rather a bitter tone.

"What! the bit with the jam run out?"

"No; here, take it," said Tom, firmly, handing, decidedly the best piece to Maggie.

"Oh, please, Tom, have it; I don't mind--I like the other; please take
this."

"No, I sha'n't," said Tom, almost crossly, beginning on his own
inferior piece.

Maggie, thinking it was no use to contend further, began too, and ate up her half puff with considerable relish as well as rapidity. But Tom had finished first, and had to look on while Maggie ate her last morsel or two, feeling in himself a capacity for more. Maggie didn't know Tom was looking at her; she was seesawing on the elder-bough, lost to almost everything but a vague sense of jam and idleness.

Their mother made food – puffs to receive her brothers and sisters. She gave them one bigger than the other. She saw in which hand the bigger one is being held. She chose the bigger one leaving the smaller one for her brother. She wanted to choose the smaller one, but by mistake she chose the bigger one. 
Her George Eliot is speaking about Maggie's power of sacrifice. 

he was furious because she ate all her share. she ate it up without thinking of giving him a smaller piece. he did not express his desire of having more.

Book 3
Chapter 3

The Family Council 
After the law case, Mr. Tulliver went bankrupt. There was a family council. 

"Ay, ay," said uncle Glegg, with admonition which he meant to be kind, "we must look to see the good of all this schooling, as your father's sunk so much money in, now,--

'When land is gone and money's spent,
Then learning is most excellent.'

They are criticizing Mr. Tulliver decision for sending Tom to get education. They know that this education might not be helpful. They criticize his inadequacy. Maggie wanted to say something to stop them
"As to disgrace o' the family," said Mrs. Glegg, "that can't be helped wi' buying teapots. The disgrace is, for one o' the family to ha' married a man as has brought her to beggary. The disgrace is, as
they're to be sold up. We can't hinder the country from knowing that."

Tom's reaction shows that he has a sense of responsibility. He does not want his sister to be engaged in a quarrel with her aunts. He is only 16. He assumed his responsibility towards his sister. He understands it very well. He stops his sister.  

Maggie had started up from the sofa at the allusion to her father, but Tom saw her action and flushed face in time to prevent her from speaking. "Be quiet, Maggie," he said authoritatively, pushing her aside. It was a remarkable manifestation of self-command and practical judgment in a lad of fifteen, that when his aunt Glegg ceased, he began to speak in a quiet and respectful manner, though with a good deal of trembling in his voice; for his mother's words had cut him to
the quick.

Having this sense of the responsibility is a sign of growing up. 

"Pooh, pooh, pooh! you women don't understand these things," said
uncle Glegg. "There's no way o' making it safe for Mr. and Mrs. Moss
but destroying the note."

Tom started to criticize his father . They told him to go and take the money from his aunt Mrs. Moss but he refused. 

"Uncle," said Tom, looking up suddenly from his meditative view of the
tablecloth, "I don't think it would be right for my aunt Moss to pay
the money if it would be against my father's will for her to pay it;
would it?"

Tom won the admiration of the Dodsons for remaining truthful to his father's words

Yes, I do," said Tom, decidedly. "I know if I owe money to one man, I've no right to give it to another. But if my father had made up his mind to give my aunt the money before he was in debt, he had a right
to do it."
Tom can be described as being responsible and is clear sighted. He is determined on two things that they would never claim the money back from his aunt and their employee- lock- should be paid his money.  

This shows that he is responsible, decisive, knows what to do next. He resembles the Dodsons. He is very much like the Dodson in a positive sense. 
Even Mrs. Glegg could not withhold her approval from Tom's words; she felt that the Dodson blood was certainly speaking in him, though, if his father had been a Dodson, there would never have been this wicked
alienation of money. Maggie would hardly have restrained herself from leaping on Tom's neck, if her aunt Moss had not prevented her by herself rising and taking Tom's hand, while she said, with rather a choked voice:

"You'll never be the poorer for this, my dear boy, if there's a God above; and if the money's wanted for your father, Moss and me 'ull pay it, the same as if there was ever such security. We'll do as we'd be done by; for if my children have got no other luck, they've got an honest father and mother."

Tom has a big structure, exactly like his father. He is very responsible. Responsibility is shown in his ability to invest some money. He won a lot. He paid all the debts of his father. In addition he brought back the mill and the house. 

When he was with MR. Deane he was made to appear inferior in terms of his knowledge. He does not how to count. This is badly needed for his job. He would work for the ware house. At night time, MR. Deane assigned him someone to teach him mathematics and accountancy. He came back from Mr. Stelling knowing nothing. This made him feel inferior. It was the only time on which he felt inferior. All the time he is superior as he worked hard. Work is a value. He worked hard and he was capable to pay back all the debts of his father as well as buying the mill and the house back again. He is very responsible. He worked hard and saved money.  He did not enjoy his youth . he is still young. When his father went bankrupt, he was only 16. He worked hard. During day time he worked in the warehouse and at night time he would study accountancy. This shows that he has self-restrain. He is like the Dodsons.  He does not have their prudence. In addition to self restrain and sense of responsibility, he added up  

Tom and Philip Wakem studied in the same school, under the provision of MR. Stelling. Right from the beginning, Tom hated Philip. When Maggie went and visited her brother, she established a good relation with Philip. Maggie could talk to everybody. Ever since, they became friends. 
By the time the father went bankrupt, Maggie stopped going to school. In order to have some leisure time, she would go outside among nature and would have her own books and read. In there, she would meet Philip Wakem. At the beginning, it was by accident, and then they kept seeing each other on daily bases. These meetings did not have any sexual; dimensions. On her part, it was purely friendship. He was a deer friend to her despite the fact that he was humpback. She related to him strongly and they became very dear friends. They talked mostly about books, about their future plans. One day, Tom discovered the secret of this meetings and he forbade her from meeting him anymore. Tom's negative attitude towards Philip lasted for a long time. it remained the childish attitude. it did not change despite the changes of circumstances and the change in their ages.  Tom deprived Maggie from these meetings. These meetings were nourishing for her spirit. Philip, being humpback was rejected from the society as she is. She has no problem at all from relating to Philip and having him as her dear friend. The moment Tom asked her to stop meeting him, she obeyed him. She abided to his words. She needed to respect his wish although it was a sheer friendship. They used to meet intellectually. They discus books they read. He would bring her books to read. They would exchange books. Respecting his wish shows how much she loved Tom. 
In this action, Tom appears to be childish. He would like her to yield to his desire 

After drifting in the river with Stephen, it was a kind of agreement between Stephen, Lucy, Philip and Maggie. They were supposed to go on a journey on the river. But Lucy and Philip could not make it. Maggie went alone with Stephen. Although she had some feelings to him and she knows that he was very much infatuated with her- she went along with him. She came back after two nights. He kept her out of the house. He did not allow her to get into the house. He punished her by not accepting her as part of the family. He did not accept her apology. This is very immature. He kept his childish attitudes as they are. He is very stubborn. This is very disastrous in his character. He combines the worst of either the Dodsons or the Tullivers. He does not want to change his attitude- an enemy remains an enemy. 

The same thing is with Maggie 
Book 1

Chapter 5

Tom Comes Home
Tom had rabbits and he left them with Maggie. She forgot about them. He blamed her for neglecting the rabbits. 

"Oh, he is cruel!" Maggie sobbed aloud, finding a wretched pleasure in the hollow resonance that came through the long empty space of the attic. She never thought of beating or grinding her Fetish; she was too miserable to be angry.

She went to the attic and kept crying. She used to take one of her toys and kept beating it.  

but then the need of being loved--the strongest need in poor Maggie's nature--began to wrestle with her pride, and soon threw it. She crept from behind her tub into the twilight of the long attic, but
just then she heard a quick foot-step on the stairs.
Her love for Tom won the wrestle between it and her pride.  Love in Maggie prevail any other value like pride. 

It was Tom's step, then, that Maggie heard on the stairs, when her need of love had triumphed over her pride, and she was going down with her swollen eyes and dishevelled hair to beg for pity. At least her
father would stroke her head and say, "Never mind, my wench." It is a wonderful subduer, this need of love,--this hunger of the heart,--as peremptory as that other hunger by which Nature forces us to submit to the yoke, and change the face of the world.
When Tom asked Maggie to stop meeting Philip, despite her desire, despite the pleasure she get from meeting and talking to Philip, she stopped meeting him. She abided of what he said and stopped seeing Philip although it was one of the few pleasures in her life. It is because her love to Tom overcomes any other value. Her relation with Philip was a sheer friendship, intellectual relation. But her love to Tom prevails in her life. Therefore, she abided by what he said and she left Philip. 
Is Maggie a Tulliver?
Yes, she is a Tulliver. She is very warm and passionate. Feelings and emotions come above pride and any other value. 

When she cut off her hair, she was a rebellious person. She craving love was in bad need for love.   She cut her hair not to be criticized all the time by her mother. She thought that by cutting her hair, it might make her loveable. They might love her as much as they love Lucy. It is for her hair that she is always criticized. Her mother is always annoyed by her hair. She thought that cutting her hair might please her mother and her aunts. it is an act of love. She badly wanted their admiration and their love. She had a dream seeing herself as Lucy. It indicates her unconscious desire of becoming as Lucy. 
When she was out home with Stephen for two nights, he wanted to touch her but she resisted. He asked her to go to Poland and marry. She is in love with him. She went against her own desire, her own emotions. She came back. She did not listen to him. Her love to Tom drove her to go back home.  She was not only thinking of Tom but she was thinking of Lucy and Philip - as Stephen was engaged to Lucy. He was very much infatuated with Maggie. She knew that Philip was in love with her and she was not in love with him.  Maggie is not a pitiful person. She cared about the reputation of her family. She sacrificed her love, her own happiness for the sake of others. 

Maggie is loving, idealistic. 

Book 1

Chapter 7

Enter the Aunts and Uncles

She did to-day, when she and Tom came in from the garden with their father and their uncle Glegg. Maggie had thrown her bonnet off very carelessly, and coming in with her hair rough as well as out of curl, rushed at once to Lucy, who was standing by her mother's knee. Certainly the contrast between the cousins was conspicuous, and to superficial eyes was very much to the disadvantage of Maggie though a connoisseur might have seen "points" in her which had a higher promise for maturity than Lucy's natty completeness. It was like the contrast
between a rough, dark, overgrown puppy and a white kitten. Lucy put up the neatest little rosebud mouth to be kissed; everything about her was neat,--her little round neck, with the row of coral beads; her
little straight nose, not at all snobby; her little clear eyebrows, rather darker than her curls, to match hazel eyes, which looked up with shy pleasure at Maggie, taller by the head, though scarcely a
year older. Maggie always looked at Lucy with delight.

She was fond of fancying a world where the people never got any larger than children of their own age, and she made the queen of it just like Lucy, with a little crown on her head, and a little sceptre in her hand--only the queen was Maggie herself in Lucy's form.

"Oh, Lucy," she burst out, after kissing her, "you'll stay with Tom
and me, won't you? Oh, kiss her, Tom."

This is her dream. This is the working of her subconscious. She badly needed to be like Lucy but she could not. Her cut off her hair was an attempt to look like Lucy because it was her hair that was always critic by the mother and the aunts. For her, IT was an act of love, to win her mom and her aunts to her own side. This shows how warm she is, how much love matters her. She is exactly like her father who died asking his kid not claim his money back from his aunt. 

Going with Stephen proved to be a very hideous act. She did not consider the consequences. She is like her father. But when she resisted his proposal, when she rejected the friendship of Philip, despite the fact that she wanted it, despite the fact that she loved Stephen, it indicates that the concept of duty prevails in her- her duty to her kin Lucy to her friend Philip, towards the society of St. Ogg's .

So both Tom and Maggie have the combination of the Dodsons and the Tullivers. yet this combination is not the right combination. This combination proved to be disastrous. Tom could do very well with the warmth of the Tullivers, accepting his sister, giving her the freedom to read and to meet Philip, accepting her after she came back. He met this with the sense of responsibility that he has from the Dodsons.  Maggie could do very well with the sense of the responsibility of the Dodsons considering the consequences of her act. 

This is a hideous act, an act of irresponsibility. This is how we have the wrong combination of the Dodsons and the Tullivers in both Tom and Maggie. She held her feelings and desires for her sense of responsibility.  Despite the intellectual pleasure she gets from meeting Philip, she stopped meeting him obeying her brother. she restrained her passions. She deserted this sense of pleasure  . 

Book 5

Chapter 3

The Wavering Balance

She is restraining herself, depriving herself from the joys because of her sense of duty towards Tom, towards her family. 
Where does the tragic vision of George Eliot come from? 
It comes from the disparity= sever difference   between the outer world and the inner world of each person- inside the self. The outer world is the concept world- the people – the concept of the other. 
The outer world is the cosmic world

What are the features of the cosmic world? This cosmos along with the other people- the non-self- the cosmic world inhabited by the non-self. it is the" I and thou"

What are the characteristics of the outer world?

The outer world is unconscious= the desires of the heart. It is unresponsive to the miseries and happiness that one feels. It is mysterious. We could never predict how this cosmos works.  We could never understand how it works.  It is unsympathetic.  
When we talk about a cosmos with these qualities, how would affect a man and his understand with the world – in his life, how would he think about his own existence?
This cosmos world is an alien. We can not relate to it. But because we live in this world, we badly need to relate to it.
How could man live in this world which looks absurd?

This novel was published in the 60s of the 19th century. They thought that there is no God. They thought that whatever relation religion offers man to have with this world is an illusion – not true. They believed that God had died. They constantly were looking for a relation that could tame - temper these severe qualities of these cosmos world and to establish a kind of relation.  

What are there in the inner world?

There are values, passions, love, need, desires. Of all these desires the cosmos is totally ignored of - unsympathetic with, irresponsible to. 

As a result, man would feel loneliness in that world, frustrated because no body listens to him; no body listens to his desires, no body sympathize with him. This makes his existence in this world misery. 
This is why we have this tragedy. When the father went bankrupt, we noticed the reaction of the cosmos world. The Dodsons did not respond. They were unsympathetic. They started telling him that it was his own mistake. 
As a result, the Tullivers did not want to see anyone.

When we get to know that this world is unresponsive, unsympathetic, mysterious, unconscious of our existence, this will induce a feeling of loneliness and frustration in people. 

This is the cause of George Eliot's misery. She read so many books. In her writing, she offered the moral order to substitute the loss of faith. She believed that religion gives an illusion understanding of the outer world. It does not understand reason. Therefore, she neglected faith. She started to look for a substitute, something that would establish a good link between the inner world and the outer world. Her words are symbolic.  She proposed the concept of morality- the moral order as a kind of a linkage between the inner and the outer worlds. The moral order works as a source of value and also a sanctionحظر for them. Not all the values are positive. Some of them are negative. The moral order sanctions these negative values. The sense of responsibility is a moral value but not in the sense of the Dodsons.  Hurting others, telling them that they are mistaken in time of disaster is a negative value. it is the moral order that would check these values.
According to the inner and the outer world, we could talk about two ways of approaching reality.

We have the objective and the subjective.
According to what George Eliot proposes reality, she based her proposal on two ways of approaching reality that are available to people. One of these approaches is subjectivity. 

When the self sees the outer world as a sheer extension of it- there is no outer world- there is no others.  They see the outer world as an extension of the outer self= a person who is disregardful to the others. He thinks that he is the only subject in the objective world and this objective world is an extension of the self. 

What distinguished the Romantics is their strong bond to the outer world- the world of nature. This led them to think of the Lord as part of nature. It resulted in atheism.
Definition of Atheism: the absence of belief in any God= without belief in God. Man can find a substitute of a moral code. They thought that religion is irrelevant- do harm to their world.

The Romantic believed that if they described the flower, it is because it has a Devine aspect in it. 

Definition of Pantheismالتوحد مع الوجود =God is everything and everything is God. 
It was very popular during the 19th century. They worshiped nature. They were with the Devine. Therefore, for them, the child is the father of man in the sense that he is an extension of that divine world before experience corrupts him. 

We are created innately- all men are created as being subjective during their childhood? Their way to receive this world is a subjective way- approaching reality. According to the subjectivity, the outer reality is only an extension of the outer reality. This outer cosmic world is only an extension of the self.  They are egoists. 
The egoists are quite disregardful for others' feelings, needs. They think that this world is an extension of their selves. They are unconscious. Values require conscious to be required and to be active. 
The Romantics aspired to achieve unity with the world. All of them were pantheists. They see themselves and the world as one. They have Devine part within themselves.   
Finished
Good Luck
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