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it is an allegorical poem and a fairy tail. It has more than one level of meaning. The poem is about a lady who is imprisoned in a castle. She lives alone in an isolated room.  She has a mirror. She saw the reflection of a handsome man in her mirror.  She is cursed that if she looks out of the window, she will die. She keeps her self busy by singing and weaving a work of art. She expects something not good to happen to her. She looks at the outside people as being happy. They can not hear her singing. They hear the echo of her singing. She looks as if she is happy but she knows that she will eventually die. There is a curse on her. In the mirror, she saw the reflection of one of King Arthur knights. He might be her destiny. Once he passed down the castle, he drew her attention to the extent that she will not be able to resist looking out of the window. This brought about her death. Her work of art was destroyed when she looked out of the window. She left her room and climbed down the tower.  She took a boat. She was losing her life. Her boat arrived to Camelot- the town by which the river passes. Shallot is the island on the river where the lady lives. The space between Shallot and Camelot the town is very close. She wrote on the front of the boat- the lady of Shallot. She stilled there gazing until she died. Her face turned yellow pale. 
At the end of the poem, there is a note written by the knight himself describing her as being very beautiful. 

We are reminded with so many stories. 

  Ulysses is the story of Ulysses who starts a voyage in the sea for the good of his country. His wife keeps weeping. She resists any courting by men. She tries to keep away from them. She is waiting for her husband. 

We are reminded of King Arthur and His Knights.

We are reminded of Penelope and Ulysses. When we look at her we are trying to create a kind of detachment from the outside world. She has either to be isolated or to die with by the curse; she will fall under the spell of the curse.
At the end of the story when Lancelot looks at her; he finds that she has a beautiful face. 

We are to think of the legends and myths. We are reminded of the classical books he deals with. On the other side, we are thinking of philosophy and Man in general- human dilemma. 

Lady of Shallot

Who is this Lady?
She is not looking directly to the world. She is looking to the mirror. 
Is she the artist? Is she Tennyson himself?

Tennyson has a dilemma with the people.  He is not in a good term with the problems of his age.  He could not communicate with his society. His ideas are different. Poetry in the Victorian was subjective.  He was not able to mingle with the society. he was far away from the society. It is the question of subjective and objective الأدب الذاتي و الأدب الموضوعي. He is to some extent subject. 
This lady in the poem is living her own circle- singing- weaving- when she comes to look at the world around her, she looks through the mirror.

She can be the artist himself. This lady can be Tennyson or any other artist. 

What does it mean that he has a mirror through which he is looking at the world? Once the mirror is broken, she has to look at the world directly. This is one question of the artist concerning art for art sake- to what extent can art be good. Should the artist be objective or subjective? An artist can be in the middle between the two. If he is honest enough to his society, it will not destroy his personal life. His art is his own creation- it is subjectivity. 
He is questioning himself- whether to keep himself writing through his mirror, or to throw the mirror and go directly to the society which is better for his art. It depends on his honesty. If he is honest, he can write good poetry whether he is speaking about himself or his society. he is asking whether it is better for his art to keep speaking and writing about himself or about the others- society.  he thinks that if he speaks about others, his art will be less perfect.

This is what he has been referring to – the question of the artist and his relation to his community.  One level of meaning of this poem is one of the issues that is being tackled indirectly- the artist and his art. This is what he is trying to say by using the mirror of this lady – Lady of Shallot 
The form: the poem is of 4 parts. Each part carries 4 stanzas         , each stanza has 9 lines.  Every stanza ends with a note- a speech that closes this stanza. It is closed by a line given by one of the characters. 

There are many characters: Lady of Shallot- Lancelot- reapers- farmers . there is a note- speech given by each character to close the stanza.
Rhythm:  acccd aaaa – aaaab cccb - 
It is designed to fit the meaning. it is there to met the meaning of the sonnet. 

Part 1 is a kind of exposition- description of the place – the situation- the location. 

Part 2 and 3 deal with the lady. Part 2 is describing her situation- the circumstances in which she is living- part 3 deals with her working, singing. 

Part 4- goes back to the outside country. It is about her destiny- her final place. We see the 

people gathering around her. 

The poem starts with the outside and ends with the outside. 

This is the situation- the division of the poem as he wants to give more meanings to his poem. 

there are references to different myth of Penelope and Ulysses, King Arthur- the idea of having a mirror-  

There are so many things given together in this poem. 

Lady of Shallot- lady of the Victorian age – where to find in Tennyson's poem   

 the similarity between the two? 

What is Penelope is doing? keeping herself busy- waiting for Ulysses- this is about man-woman relationship. it is her own commitment to the man who may never come. 

The Lady of Shalott




On either side the river lie 
Long fields of barley and of rye, 
That clothe the wold and meet the sky; 
And thro' the field the road runs by 
To many-tower'd Camelot; 
And up and down the people go, 
Gazing where the lilies blow 
Round an island there below, 
The island of Shalott. 

The first stanza is giving us description – visual view of Camelot- the town where the castle is- where the river passes. 

Willows whiten, aspens quiver, 
Little breezes dusk and shiver 
Through the wave that runs for ever 
By the island in the river 
Flowing down to Camelot. 
Four grey walls, and four grey towers, 
Overlook a space of flowers, 
And the silent isle imbowers 
The Lady of Shalott. 

The second stanza is a description of her own tower. There is colorful life out side

Q- Write down a paragraph of the meaning that has been suggested to your mind through these lines- taking into consideration lady of Shallot's story. 
The associated meaning can have two dimensions – one is personal and the other is common.   
There are so many ideas- obstacles- hinders- divisions- 

four walls – she is dead in life- 

Grey color- is it Tennyson himself who is in the grey area between subjectivity and objectivity? it is not clear- the mystery of his life- the mystery of this lady- mystery of things in the Victorian age- the grey of  the smoke that covers the sky-  

The silence, in which she lives, empowers Lady of Shallot. This is the silence that the artist needs- not to keep himself cut from the society- but to enjoy peace of mind for a kind of contemplation. 
is she contemplating while she is weaving- Thinking of her being the other self of the artist.  is what she is doing is the contemplation of the artist who is locking himself in this tower to be able for a good literary production of an artist's piece. 
And the silent isle imbowers 
The Lady of Shalott.
is she being isolated  from others but she is empowered by this isolation? does isolation give the artist the power to concentrate? 
By the margin, willow veil'd,
Slide the heavy barges trail'd 
By slow horses; and unhail'd 
The shallop flitteth silken-sail'd
Skimming down to Camelot: 
But who hath seen her wave her hand? 
Or at the casement seen her stand? 
Or is she known in all the land, 
The Lady of Shalott? 

This stanza deals with human activities in general. She is busy with human activities. No body has seen her waving her hand or looking from the window. She has never seen by any one. 

This part is describing the world around the castle, not the castle itself.

She is living in peace, in a kind of isolation. She thinks that this peace is freedom that is enjoyed by the writer. This isolation empowers her. isolation is a good chance for the artist for contemplation. 

Although the people know that there is someone kept in this castle, there is a sense of fear. This is why they speak about her as a kind of spirit.  They heard some body singing but they never see her. When she sailed in the boat, she died there. She was seen by the people of Camelot so they realized that she is real. 

here, there is isolation from the part of the artist. What is the view of others about this isolation? 

in every stanza, there is a question to be raised concerning human issues and artist issue. 
Only reapers, reaping early, 
In among the bearded barley 
Hear a song that echoes cheerly 
From the river winding clearly; 
Down to tower'd Camelot; 
And by the moon the reaper weary, 
Piling sheaves in uplands airy, 
Listening, whispers, " 'Tis the fairy 
Lady of Shalott." 

 This stanza deals with their activities. This stanza is dealing with the kind of imaginary- changing from sight to sound. She is there singing all the time. She is enjoying what she is doing. She never feels the passage of time. She is happy echoes cheerly - barley weary,
There is sense of isolation and fear. 
The people think that she is a fairy creature- not real- a spirit 

There she weaves by night and day 
A magic web with colours gay. 
She has heard a whisper say, 
A curse is on her if she stay 
To look down to Camelot. 
She knows not what the curse may be, 
And so she weaveth steadily, 
And little other care hath she, 
The Lady of Shalott. 

It is a description of her place.  She seems to be very happy there. There is description of her activity.  It is a colorful happy web. It reflects happiness.  She is checking the outside world through the mirror. She is connected and disconnected to the world. She is connected because she is living in the middle of Camelot. Yet, she is disconnected because she is isolated in this castle. 
And moving through a mirror clear 
That hangs before her all the year, 
Shadows of the world appear. 
There she sees the highway near 
Winding down to Camelot; 
There the river eddy whirls, 
And there the surly village churls, 
And the red cloaks of market girls 
Pass onward from Shalott. 

He is describing to what extent she is connected to the outside world. She has a shadowy connection- that is to be seen only through the mirror. It is shadowy- not clear. She is being kept from outside. She reminds us with Sleep Beauty- she is there sleeping, enjoying herself. She is weaving like Penelope- we are reminded of Penelope.   We understand that there is a curse on her not to look outside. 
She is waiting for someone, for a partner to bring her to life. 

All these are used by Tennyson in the poem because he is writing under the influence of society even if he is cut from his society- or he is subjective to his society. instead of being connected to people, he is connected to his own craft. he is keeping himself busy working. 
Sometimes a troop of damsels glad, 
An abbot on an ambling pad, 
Sometimes a curly shepherd lad, 
Or long-hair'd page in crimson clad 
Goes by to tower'd Camelot; 
And sometimes through the mirror blue 
The knights come riding two and two. 
She hath no loyal Knight and true, 
The Lady of Shalott. 

But in her web she still delights 
To weave the mirror's magic sights, 
For often through the silent nights 
A funeral, with plumes and lights 
And music, went to Camelot; 
Or when the Moon was overhead, 
Came two young lovers lately wed. 
"I am half sick of shadows," said 
The Lady of Shalott. 

Her attention is never drawn to anything outside. 

A bow-shot from her bower-eaves, 
He rode between the barley sheaves, 
The sun came dazzling thro' the leaves, 
And flamed upon the brazen greaves 
Of bold Sir Lancelot. 
A red-cross knight for ever kneel'd 
To a lady in his shield, 
That sparkled on the yellow field, 
Beside remote Shalott. 

The gemmy bridle glitter'd free, 
Like to some branch of stars we see 
Hung in the golden Galaxy. 
The bridle bells rang merrily 
As he rode down to Camelot: 
And from his blazon'd baldric slung 
A mighty silver bugle hung, 
And as he rode his armor rung 
Beside remote Shalott. 

All in the blue unclouded weather 
Thick-jewell'd shone the saddle-leather, 
The helmet and the helmet-feather 
Burn'd like one burning flame together, 
As he rode down to Camelot. 
As often thro' the purple night, 
Below the starry clusters bright, 
Some bearded meteor, burning bright, 
Moves over still Shalott. 

His broad clear brow in sunlight glow'd; 
On burnish'd hooves his war-horse trode; 
From underneath his helmet flow'd 
His coal-black curls as on he rode, 
As he rode down to Camelot. 
From the bank and from the river 
He flashed into the crystal mirror, 
"Tirra lirra," by the river 
Sang Sir Lancelot. 



Find Literary Definition of a myth 
He is writing this poem to find a kind of solution. He starts with the specific and moves to the general. He is searching for an answer.
It is the mere choice of a lady to be representative of art. There is the lady- the artist- the society- male- female. It is about the choice of a lady as an artist. It brings to our mind the Victorian issue of females. 

He is involved in these issues being a Victorian artist. He can not forget his involvement in these deep issues. He is tackling this subject matter as he is dealing with his own life as an artist- as a member of the Victorian society. 
The lady is surrounded by a kind of fantasy. She is living in her own world doing her own business, seeing the world through a mirror. She is not distracted by the outside world. She lives her own life, her own privacy. We find an element of fantasy in her character.  There is a romantic dimension given to the lady. She has something objective in her life. This objectivity is a reflection of the objectivity of the artist in the society. When she moves from fantasy to reality, it is the end, the destruction of her world.  
How far the presence of reality may be dangerous to the presence of fantasy?

The issue in Tennyson's mind is whether to live your own world as an artist and to live his life of fantasy away from society or to be part of the society. It may destroy his art. 

He is question whether alienation ad confining one self to his own place- like that lady in the castle- is the only way to be productive artistically or he should be connected to his own society? 

He makes a kind of compromise. This lady is being confined or kept to live her own fantasy and at the same time she has a kind of access to the outside world. She enjoys privacy- her own world and at the same time she has an indirect access to the outside world.

in the last stanza 
She left the web, she left the loom, 
She made three paces through the room, 
She saw the water-lily bloom, 
She saw the helmet and the plume, 
She look'd down to Camelot. 
Out flew the web and floated wide; 
The mirror crack'd from side to side; 
"The curse is come upon me," cried 
The Lady of Shalott. 

It is description of the general atmosphere that gives romantic view.  When she decided to look out of the window, she did not see the knight himself. She saw the shadow of Camelot. 

This is the main issue raised by Tennyson- How far an artist is more productive when he lives his own fantasy more than when contacting to the outer world. 

He chooses the myth of Penelope- Sleeping Beauty. Another legend is King Arthur and his Knights.  
In the stormy east-wind straining, 
The pale yellow woods were waning, 
The broad stream in his banks complaining. 
Heavily the low sky raining 
Over tower'd Camelot; 
Down she came and found a boat 
Beneath a willow left afloat, 
And around about the prow she wrote 
The Lady of Shalott. 

And down the river's dim expanse 
Like some bold seer in a trance, 
Seeing all his own mischance -- 
With a glassy countenance 
Did she look to Camelot. 
And at the closing of the day 
She loosed the chain, and down she lay; 
The broad stream bore her far away, 
The Lady of Shalott. 

Lying, robed in snowy white 
That loosely flew to left and right -- 
The leaves upon her falling light -- 
Thro' the noises of the night, 
She floated down to Camelot: 
And as the boat-head wound along 
The willowy hills and fields among, 
They heard her singing her last song, 
The Lady of Shalott. 

Heard a carol, mournful, holy, 
Chanted loudly, chanted lowly, 
Till her blood was frozen slowly, 
And her eyes were darkened wholly, 
Turn'd to tower'd Camelot. 
For ere she reach'd upon the tide 
The first house by the water-side, 
Singing in her song she died, 
The Lady of Shalott. 

Under tower and balcony, 
By garden-wall and gallery, 
A gleaming shape she floated by, 
Dead-pale between the houses high, 
Silent into Camelot. 
Out upon the wharfs they came, 
Knight and Burgher, Lord and Dame, 
And around the prow they read her name, 
The Lady of Shalott. 

Who is this? And what is here? 
And in the lighted palace near 
Died the sound of royal cheer; 
And they crossed themselves for fear, 
All the Knights at Camelot; 
But Lancelot mused a little space 
He said, "She has a lovely face; 
God in his mercy lend her grace, 
The Lady of Shalott."

Lancelot stands for the artist- beauty in society.  
The lady is drawn to the full presence of the character of the knight. 
The language is direct and part of it is romantic. The setting, atmosphere, situation in which she is living is given to us through beautiful descriptive passages. it makes  

The poem is easy to understand, easy to remember. It gives him chance to move smoothly. The division gives balance. Part 1 is about the outside world. Part 2 is about the outside world. The two other parts are connecting woman- how she is looking at the outside from her place. In the last part is about how she is connected directly to the outside world. 
The poet focuses on nature. The poem is about where it is happening. The atmosphere is as important as the story itself. The place- the setting- is of equal importance to the story. Each stanza can stand of its own as a description of a natural scene. Stanzas are full of life and energy. Stanzas can be dealt separately.  They can stand alone as descriptive poems in nature. The core of the 16 stanzas – they either deal with pure nature or with people in nature. These descriptive passages dealing with nature creates the general atmosphere, situation, suitable setting for the poem. 
He uses legendry myth and domestic situations and is dealing with nature. He moves gradually from dealing with international matter with myth and legends to domestic level- related to the Victorian lady- to dealing with nature. So, there are three levels of meanings.  

He is relying on the classical heritage adding to it his own imagination. This makes him a good writer. He has creativity and imagination.

He has conflict between his duty as an artist and his duty to his society.  He uses mythical stories which are at the same time directed to the society. 

He uses myth as a symbol to refer to a Victorian social issue. It is a means to avoid involving himself in matters that not allowed in his society- politics- religion. 

Tennyson is influenced by sensitivity so he is tackling the issue of the artist and the critic's relation to his works. It is like a triangle= the art- artist and the critic. There is that relation that is always there in the mind of the writer. 
to defend himself, he dealt with this story, raising this issue. 
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